
First Evangelical Church Sunday, December 29, 2019

Our Help, Our Hope

ORGAN PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 90:1-2, 14

“His mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning.” Lamentations 3:22-23

HYMN OF PRAISE
(all, standing)

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home! 

Under the shadow of Thy throne still may we dwell secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, and our defense is sure. 

Before the hills in order stood, or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, to endless years the same. 

A thousand ages in Thy sight are like an evening gone; 
Short as the watch that ends the night before the rising sun.

(interlude)

O God, our Help in ages past, our Hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our Guide while life shall last, and our eternal Home! Amen!

Behold our God, seated on His throne; come, let us adore Him.
Behold our King. Nothing can compare; come, let us adore Him!

Who has held the oceans in His hands? Who has numbered every grain of sand?
Kings and nations tremble at His voice, all creation rises to rejoice. (chorus)

Who has given counsel to the Lord? Who can question any of His words?
Who can teach the One who knows all things? Who can fathom all His wondrous deeds? (chorus)

Leader:  Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the heights! Praise   
 Him, all His angels; praise Him, all His hosts!
People: Praise Him, sun and moon, praise Him, all you shining stars! Praise Him,  
 you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!

Leader:  Let them praise the name of the Lord!  For He commanded and they were created.
People: And He established them forever and ever; He gave a decree, and it shall not pass   
 away.

Psalm 148:1-6RESPONSIVE READING

SONG OF WORSHIP



CHORAL MEDITATION

(all, standing)

(choir)

SONGS OF TRUST

Who has felt the nails upon His hands, bearing all the guilt of sinful man?
God eternal, humbled to the grave; Jesus, Savior, risen now to reign! (chorus)

You will reign forever (let Your glory fill the earth),
You will reign forever (let Your glory fill the earth). (repeat, then chorus)

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast;
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast.
I could never keep my hold through life’s fearful path;

For my love is often cold: He must hold me fast.
He will hold me fast; He will hold me fast;

For my Savior loves me so—He will hold me fast.

Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast;
Precious in His holy sight, He will hold me fast.

He’ll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last;
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast. (chorus)

For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast;
Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast.

Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast.
Till our faith is turned to sight when He comes at last! (chorus)

 (repeat chorus)

(please be seated)

SCRIPTURE READING Lamentations 3:22-26

Day by day, dear Lord, of Thee three things I pray:
To see Thee more clearly, love Thee more dearly, follow Thee more nearly, day by day.

Thanks be to Thee, Lord Jesus, for all the benefits which Thou hast won for us;
For all the pains and insults which Thou hast borne for us, O merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother.

Day by day, dear Lord, of Thee three things I pray:
To see Thee more clearly, love Thee more dearly, follow Thee more nearly, day by day. Amen.

WELCOME Cole Huffman, Senior Pastor

PASTORAL PRAYER

GOD AT WORK Ryan and Sarah Strain

Richard of Chichester (13th Century)



(all)

(please be seated)

SONGS OF COMMITMENT 

Length of days does not profit me except the days are passed  
 in Thy presence, in Thy service, to Thy glory.
Give me a grace that precedes, follows, guides, sustains, sanctifies, aids every hour,
that I may not be one moment apart from Thee,  
 but may rely on Thy Spirit to supply every thought, speak in every word, direct every step,  
 prosper every work, build up every mote of faith; 
  and give me a desire to show forth Thy praise, testify Thy love, advance Thy kingdom. 

I launch my boat on the unknown waters of this year,
 with Thee, O Father, as my harbour; Thee, O Son, at my helm; 
 Thee, O Holy Spirit, filling my sails.
Give me Thy grace to sanctify me, 
 Thy comforts to cheer, 
 Thy wisdom to teach, 
 Thy right hand to guide, 
 Thy presence to stabilize. 

More about Jesus let me learn, more of His holy will discern; 
Spirit of God, my teacher be, showing the things of Christ to me. 

More, more about Jesus, more, more about Jesus; 
More of His saving fullness see, more of His love who died for me.

More about Jesus; in His Word, holding communion with my Lord;
Hearing His voice in every line, making each faithful saying mine.

More, more about Jesus, more, more about Jesus; 
More of His saving fullness see, more of His love who died for me.

Should nothing of our efforts stand, no legacy survive,
Unless the Lord does raise the house, in vain its builders strive.
To you who boast tomorrow’s gain, tell me, what is your life?

A mist that vanishes at dawn; all glory be to Christ.

All glory be to Christ our King; all glory be to Christ.
His rule and reign we’ll ever sing, all glory be to Christ.

His will be done, His kingdom come on earth as is above,
Who is Himself our daily bread; praise Him, the Lord of love.

Let living water satisfy the thirsty without price;
We’ll take a cup of kindness, yet all glory be to Christ. (chorus)

When on the day the great I Am, the faithful and the true,
The Lamb who was for sinners slain is making all things new.
Behold, our God shall live with us and be our steadfast light;
And we shall e’er His people be—all glory be to Christ. (chorus)

UNISON PRAYER from The Valley of Vision
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“Another Year Is Dawning,” by Samuel S. Wesley. CCLI #47316

(all, standing)

Another year is dawning! Dear Father, let it be,
In working or in waiting, another year with Thee;
Another year of progress, another year of praise,

Another year of proving Thy presence all the days.

Another year of mercies, of faithfulness and grace,
Another year of gladness, in the shining of Thy face;

Another year of leaning upon Thy loving breast,
Another year of trusting, of quiet, happy rest.

Another year of service, of witness for Thy love,
Another year of training for holier work above;
Another year is dawning! Dear Father, let it be,

On earth, or else in heaven, another year for Thee.

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You to receive the food of Your Holy Word.
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; shape and fashion us in Your likeness,

That the light of Christ might be seen today in our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us all Your purposes for Your glory. 

BENEDICTION

SUNG PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  (asking the Holy Spirit to instruct us)

(seated)

SONG OF RESPONSE

MEDITATION

SERMON Cole Huffman, Senior Pastor

Render
 

Dignity
Mark 12:38–44


