
Journey, Lesson Seven Discussion Notes  
 
These notes suggest ways you can discuss the sermon preached on January 30, 2022, at First 
Evangelical Church in Memphis, TN. Feel free to use them for a class or small group discussion. 
Pick just one question or use them all. 
 
1. Read Numbers 21:4–9. What was Israel’s complaint? How do we sometimes grumble in 

ways that echo Israel’s complaint? 
 
 
 
2. How did Israel’s response as recorded in Numbers 16:41 contrast with that found in 

Numbers 21:7? To what do you attribute this difference?  
 
 
 
3. What would it be like to look at a serpent mounted on a pole for a remedy? Can you 

think of reasons why someone might refuse to look up? Are there any modern remedies 
you know about that would be similarly odd? 

 
 
 
4. In what ways do the events in Numbers 21:4-9 echo the truth about salvation? Read 

John 3:14–16. What is Jesus’ point in referring to the serpent on a pole? In what way is a 
serpent on a pole an apt illustration of what Jesus did on the cross? 

 
 
 
5. Pastor Jim will state that sin always works our harm. How can this be true? Aren’t there 

many examples of men and women who “got away with sin” and actually improved 
their lives? How would you respond to those who are convinced their lives would be 
better if they disobey God?  

 
 
 
6. In what way could this account in Numbers help someone you know understand what it 

means to trust Jesus for salvation? Are you willing to share the message with them? 
Pray for one another to effectively tell someone how to look to the cross in the same 
way that Israel looked to the serpent on a pole. 

  



 
 
PRINCIPLES 

Passage Day Title Principle 

Numbers 1:1-3 The Day of the Census What Really Counts God is our difference maker. 

Numbers 
10:11-13 

Last Day at the 
Mountain 

Here We Go! God’s grace is our 
protection. 

Numbers 
13:25-33 

The Day the Spies 
Returned 

Donut-holitis God’s gifts are good. 

Numbers  
14:1-38 

The Day Israel Blew It God’s Curriculum Learn the easy way. 

Numbers 
14:39-45 

The Day After Israel 
Blew It 

The Trouble With 
Me 

Brokenness is good. 

Numbers 
16:41-59 

The Day After Korah’s 
Rebellion 

The Power of One Brace for grace. 

Numbers  
21:4-9 

The Day of the 
Serpents 

Who Would Dare? Trust God’s remedy (for 
snake bite). 

 


