
thankfully, but double binds are tough. 
No matter what you say or don’t say, do 
or don’t do, you lose with someone. 

In general, what has been the biggest 
blessing of this time? Blessing means 
wellbeing. Physically, I thank God for 
my family’s health. Over the last few 
years, I’ve caught colds and bugs easily, 
so I thought for sure I’d contract COVID. 
I may yet, but the last six months have 
been a season of great health, which I 
don’t take for granted.

The biggest blessing for me, when I think 
about it, was the time spent preaching 
Job through April and May. I organized 
Job like a play, each act a collection of 
scenes that together tell the story. Job’s 
story is one of wellbeing resulting from 
continuing to trust God even when every 
benefit for doing so was stripped away. 
 
I didn’t want that play to end, though I 
did want the audience back, since I was 
preaching to an empty sanctuary dur-
ing the Job series. But even in that, I 
got to reaffirm something important for 
preachers, which is that we preach for 
an Audience of One anyway. I’ve told 
preaching groups I’ve led in the city that 
the marks of good preaching include the 
preacher worshiping the Lord through 
the sermon. And so while I missed you, 
the congregation, I didn’t miss the Lord 
as I looked around the empty room, and 
there is deep blessing in that.

How can the church best serve you right 
now? Be quick to listen, slow to speak, 
slow to anger (James 1:19). Be eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace (Eph. 4:3). Grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
(2 Peter 3:18).

Do you see any unique opportunities 
the church might be missing at this 
time? I’m sure we have missed some op-
portunities in fellowship, worship, and 
service. Each of these areas have been 
circumstantially limited, but there has 
still been ripe fruit. 

For me, I’ve been so geared to output 
that I missed the opportunity to slow 
down some. When the pandemic hit, 
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FOCUS
By Cole Huffman
S u r v e y e d

Recently, a four-question survey was 
given to the church through our adult 
classes. Normally, I feel about surveys 
like Darrell Royal felt about the forward 
pass in football: “Three things can hap-
pen when you pass, and two of them 
are bad.” Applied to surveys, it’s good 
to hear where people are and what they 
need. Open-ended surveys tend to send 
the ball all over the field, however, and 
if the leaders don’t catch every pass, un-
met expectations are created.

This hasn’t been a normal year by any 
stretch, so whatever misgivings I have 
about surveying was offset by needing to 
move the ball downfield. You could say 
the survey was for making halftime ad-
justments. Coronavirus has been a hard 
opponent to line up against. The survey 
was offered in good faith and received 
in good faith, with encouraging and 
constructive inputs for the most part. 
 
I’ve put the four survey questions in 
italics below, in order to take it myself.

What’s the biggest challenge or unmet 
need for you since the pandemic began? 
I can’t say I have unmet needs. Neither 
have I suffered isolation, though many 
in our church have. The challenge for 
me in my role is encountering layer af-
ter layer of double binds in just about 
every matter of public concern there is 
these days. If you say something about 
Issue X, fault is found with what you say 
(or that you’re saying anything). If you 
don’t say something about Issue X, fault 
is found with that also.

Due to everything being so sharply po-
liticized now, it feels to a lot of pas-
tors like we’re always playing from be-
hind, that there’s always someone you 
can’t win. The boundary lines are still 
in pleasant places, as Psalm 16 puts it, 
meaning there is for me plenty of en-
couragement and satisfaction in min-
istry at First Evan. I’m grateful daily. 
But it feels like we’ve put electric fenc-
ing around some of our boundary lines. 
I’m not under a pile of cast aspersions, 

E-NEWS

people wanted to know what to do, 
how to lead their families. Heavy cur-
rent events and national divisions com-
pounded it all. My job didn’t stop—not 
that I’m an essential worker—but I felt 
I needed to be even more “on” for our 
church, given the uncertainties every-
one was feeling and the unknowns we’re 
facing. Many said they gained from be-
ing forced by lockdowns to turn life 
“off” for a time and just be. I kept run-
ning, doing. Opportunities to “just be” 
are missed in that.

Consider me surveyed now. That wasn’t 
so bad after all.



WORSHIP

ADULTS

We look forward to seeing more of 
our church family we have missed! By 
Session Action, a new phase for gath-
ering begins Sunday, October 4. Masks 
are required for entering and exiting 
our facility, and walking through the 
halls to classrooms and bathrooms. 
You can remove your mask once you 
are in your seat for the worship ser-
vice if you choose, or keep it on as 
you choose.  Social distancing will 
still be practiced in the Sanctuary and 
throughout the facility. The Chapel 
continues to be reserved for those in 
highest-risk categories and is strictly 
mask only. Registration is no lon-
ger required for Sanctuary seating. It 
is first come-first served with over-
flow available in the Fellowship Hall. 

First Evan is offering hybrid- 
technology in most classrooms so 
that class members and guests can 
participate from home. Information 
on when and where Sunday School 
classes  meet is located here. The 
class leaders can provide log-in  
information for Zoom participants. 
Guests who would like to attend a class 
will be ushered to the class of their 
choice. Please visit our website for 
COVID guidelines from the Session.  
 
See FEC Kids' and Student Ministries' 
sections of this newsletter for details 
on programming available during the 
11:00 a.m. hour.

Livestreaming continues for those 
who cannot meet in person.

There will be a 30-minute break  
between the hours to clean the 
Sanctuary and classrooms. Those 
attending a Worship Service and 
Sunday School can socialize in the 
Gym, Fellowship Hall, or outside 
in between services. Coffee, juice, 
and water will be served from the 
Kitchen. Please visit www.firstevan.
org/regathered for COVID guidelines 
from the Session.  

Worship Services 
Beginning Sunday, October 4, 9:30–
10:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

Adult Sunday School 
Beginning Sunday, October 4 
9:30–10:30 a.m. or 
11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 

Community Reformation Service Cancelled Due to COVID.

Saying goodbye to friends who are 
moving away is often difficult for 
those who have known them and 
loved them for so many years. Our 
friends, Dick and Susanna Winter will 
be moving to Wisconsin after living 
in Memphis for over 37 years. They 
will be caregivers to Susanna’s aging 
parents. This couple has been faithful 
in ministering to this body of believ-
ers since they came to First Evan 33 
years ago. You always see them with 
smiles on their faces as they enter 
the building ready to serve, worship, 
encourage and love on dear friends. 
Don’t underestimate the huge im-
pact they have had specifically on 
the senior adults in the Soltau-Mor-
row-Stevens Sunday School Class 
for about the last nine years. They 
brought new ideas and a creative 
spirit to the Senior Adult Luncheons 
and He Cares. For many years Dick, 

Dick Winter: 901-487-3237 
Susanna Winter: 901-487-2819

Dick and Susanna Winter 
S10896 Weidner Rd. 
Spring Green, WI 53588

especially, served 
in the Prison Min-
istry teaching and 
sharing the gospel 
with many, many 
prisoners. Susan-
na organized the  
Angel Tree proj-
ect every year for 
children with par-
ents in prison so 
they could receive 
gifts at Christmas.  
Susanna has always sung in the Choir 
as a soprano and soloist. Dick was the 
choir’s number one fan, and when 
he couldn’t contain himself in his 
seat any longer, up he stood with his 
hands raised in praise and worship to 
the Lord. They have made many invest-
ments in the lives of so many saints.  
Dick and Susanna have been, to say 
the least, a blessing to many of us  

F a r e w e l l  t o  D i c k  a n d  S u s a n n a  W i n t e r and many others. We want to 
thank them for their service 
at First Evan and wish them 
the best on their move and 
the next phase of their lives. 
 
Dick and Susanna, we are your 
family, you are loved, and will 
be missed. Please come back 
and visit often. We know there 
is a place of worship and service 
in Wisconsin just waiting for 
you; people to get to know you 
and love on you both.

If you would like to send a personal 
letter or email to wish them well 
please address to:

https://www.firstevan.org/adult-sunday-school
https://www.firstevan.org/adult-sunday-school
https://www.firstevan.org/regathered
https://www.firstevan.org/watch
https://www.firstevan.org/regathered 
https://www.firstevan.org/regathered 
mailto:rawinter%40bellsouth.net?subject=
mailto:dswinter%40bellsouth.net?subject=


CHURCH-WIDE

GriefShare Seminar: 
“Surviving the Holidays” 
Saturday, November 7 
10:00 a.m., E135 | Cost: $10 
Facilitated by Lorinda Hill

For the Kingdom 
Feed the Block 
Saturday, October 10 
10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

RedZone Ministries Mid-South 
Food Bank Distribution 
Tuesday, October 13 
8:00 a.m.–1:30 p.m.

Library Open Sundays 
Hours: 9:00–11:00 a.m., D110

Streets Closed for Art In the 
Loop  (Memphis Event)  
Friday–Sunday, October 2–4 

We welcome you to attend this special 
seminar from GriefShare. If you have 
lost a loved one, the holidays can 
be particularly hard. This two-hour  
session will provide help and hope as  
you navigate the holiday season. 
Workbook and video utilized. Men 
and women welcome! Register at 
www.firstevan.org/griefshare.

Masks and social distancing required. 
Limit of 6 people inside.

There will be an art festival tak-
ing place on Ridgeway Loop Road 
(between Briarcrest Avenue and 
Ridge Bend Road). Hours are  
Friday, 1:00–6:00 p.m.; Saturday, 
10:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m.; Sunday, 11:00 
a.m.–4:00 p.m. You cannot access 
these streets during these times if 
you are coming to the church. From  
Poplar, please use Ridge Lake Blvd. 

MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

Welcome New Members 
Joseph and Natalie Nowell 

1639 Belledeer Dr. E. 
Cordova, TN 38016

FTK is continuing to serve food to 
their Raleigh and Frayser neighbors 
through the Mid-South Food Bank. 
Volunteers are needed for two-hour 
shifts. Sign up here.

First Evan will be providing ALL vol-
unteers to distribute food to members 
of the Orange Mound community. 
Volunteers are needed for 1.5-hour 
shifts. Sign up here.

WOMEN

Crickett has been visiting different Heart to 
Heart Bible Study groups in-person and online.

If you would like to stay in touch 
with our Women's Ministry, 

 click here to subscribe to our 
 email update list or email 

women@firstevan.org  to connect 
with Crickett or Sharon.

https://www.firstevan.org/griefshare
https://www.firstevan.org/ftk
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4ea5a622abfb6-redzone1
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/ManageSubscriptions/1490
mailto:women%40firstevan.org?subject=


KIDS

If you wish to dedicate your child, please register at www.firstevan.org/ 
childdedication by no later than Friday, November 13.

Child Dedication  Sunday, November 29, 9:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary

We are so excited to re-
sume FEC Kids nursery 
and programming for  
infants through 5th grade!

To ensure the smoothest 
possible re-entry, we will 
reopen in phases, during 
the 11:00 a.m. hour only:

Registration is required 
each Sunday, as spots are 
limited due to capacity  
restrictions at this time. 

Please review the details 
of our COVID-19 policies 
before your return to cam-
pus. As always, please feel 
free to reach out to our 
department if you have 
any questions or concerns.

STUDENTS COLLEGE

Common Ground Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 
Common Ground Room (E202) 

Impact Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 
Impact Room (E226) 

Sunday School 
9:30–10:30 a.m., College Room (E134) 

Follow us on Instagram 

 for updates: 

@firstevan735 

@fec_recreation 

@fecollege

 @feccommonground 

@fecimpact 

@feckids

High School students, please come 
with a mask and be prepared to social-
ly distance. We have a special morn-
ing planned for the return of Sunday 
School, so do not miss out! Click here 
for reopening policy.

Middle School students, join us as we 
dive back into our Sunday morning 
meeting for games, worship, and a mes-
sage in our current series "Letters of 
John." Click here for reopening policy.

We look forward to seeing you in 
the building again. College students  
follow the same policies as Adult Sun-
day School classes. Masks are optional 
once seated in a socially-distanced 
manner. Room capacity is 20 people.

Sunshine Boxes for Seniors 
Thank you to everyone that lovingly 
created a box to spread some sunshine 
to our senior shut-in friends! We are 
praying that each recipient feels loved.

FEC Kids/Regathered

Mr. Charlie Hines Mrs. Norma Raessler

Jim Henry and Emilee Ferwerda collect boxes.

October 4: 
Nursery (0–2 years old) 
 October 18:  
Preschool Children's  
Church (3–5 years old)

  
November 1: 
Elementary Children's 
Church (K–3rd grade) 
and Sunday School Class 
(4th and 5th grades)

We are so excited to see FEC Kids and volunteers!

https://www.firstevan.org/childdedication
https://www.firstevan.org/childdedication
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1788
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/covid_final_draft.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/firstevan735/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/fec_recreation/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/fecollege/
https://www.instagram.com/feccommonground/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/fecimpact
https://www.instagram.com/feckids/?hl=en
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/reopening_policy_(2).pdf
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/reopening_policy_(2).pdf
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/impact_reopening_policy.pdf


RECREATION AND FELLOWSHIP

S AV E  T H E  DAT E : 
Fall Drive-In Movie Night 

Fr i d a y,  O c t o b e r  2 3

Our first Drive-In Movie Night was a blast! It was a beautiful night for church 
family fun. 

P i c k l e b a l l  r e s u m e s  t h e  w e e k  o f  O c t o b e r  5 
M o n d ay –T h u r s d ay,  8 : 0 0 – 1 0 : 3 0  a . m . 
Thanks for your patience! We are excited to see you all back on campus. Due 
to the cardio equipment being in the gymnasium, we are only opening up two 
courts. Understand that due to COVID-19, things may look different, but we want 
to re-engage in community and fellowship activities. Below are changes made 
for Pickleball:

 • Everyone must bring their own paddle. 
• Bring your own balls. 
• There will be chairs socially distanced along the walls instead of the benches.  
• Each day you must register online here, or go to the Recreation homepage. 
   It takes only a few seconds. 
• Unfortunately, the showers will not be open. 
• The water fountains are still closed. Bring your own water.

We are looking forward to seeing you soon!

https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1350
https://www.firstevan.org/recreation


The hopelessness was palpable as I 
stood in front of dozens of exhaust-
ed, grieving workers in a cleared out 
sanctuary to make room for social 
distancing. I started my presentation 
on psychological first-aid by recount-
ing the compounding crises they had 
all experienced: Ongoing revolution, 
financial implosion, skyrocketing  
COVID-19 rates, a failed government 
and now this devastating explosion.  
And then I told them how sorry I was 
for all that they had gone through.  One 
young woman in the back began to cry.  
We prayed together asking the “God 
of all comfort” to minister to them 
so that they might comfort others  
(2 Cor. 1:3-4).  

GLOBAL MISSIONS 

On August 4 one of the most power-
ful non-nuclear explosions in his-
tory rocked the city of Beirut killing 
hundreds and injuring thousands; but 
that doesn’t begin to describe the dev-
astating emotional toll this has taken 
on the 5 million Lebanese and the, 
easily overlooked, 1.5 million Syrian 
refugees.  For the last 8 years, I have 
been training and equipping Lebanese 
Christians in Trauma care and recov-
ery for the overwhelming number of 
terrified refugees fleeing ISIS and the 
civil war in neighboring Syria.  None 
of those I’ve trained, however, were 
expecting my next trip to be to pro-
vide trauma care for them.

In Exodus 2 we see Moses thinking he 
was ready to step out in action to save 
his people. However, God still had 
much work to do in Moses before He 
used him in rescuing His people from 
Pharaoh. God chose to leave Moses in 
the desert for forty years to prepare 
him for the work God had for him. 
Forty years! 

That period surely felt like a useless 
time of inactivity, but God doesn’t 
have the same view of efficiency and 
productivity as we do. The LORD is al-
ways at work, sometimes working on 
us and sometimes working through 
us. Was Moses relying on “all the wis-
dom of the Egyptians and his own 
words and deeds” (Acts 7:22) or did 
God want Moses to learn more of who 

We spent all day that day, remind-
ing them of what they had learned 
from my previous visits in trauma 
care, but more importantly, what they 
had learned of the Lord’s comfort in 
their own lives.  We reminded each 
other of the Spirit of God that re-
sides in each one of us, goes with us 
and is already up to His restorative, 
even redemptive, work in those they 
will encounter throughout the city 
in the coming weeks. Please pray for 
these dear brothers and sisters bring-
ing light to a dark, hopeless time in  
Lebanon’s history.

HE was, the “I am who I am” (Exo-
dus 3:14)? Was Moses impatient with  
inactivity, feeling unproductive?  

One of the focuses of Equipping  
Servants International’s (ESI’s) ministry 
is being available to those involved in 
or pursuing global missions by ask-
ing questions and offering counsel. So  
often we step out to do a work for 
God and not see that God wants to do 
a work in us. During this pandemic, 
there are many who are quarantined 
on the mission field, stuck in the U.S. 
on furlough, or stopped on their way 
to the field, and they are struggling 
with feelings of uselessness. Like  
Moses, they tend to be impatient with 
inactivity and often feel unproduc-
tive. However, Vicki and I are seeing 

God use this time to allow them to dig 
deep into their hearts, ask hard ques-
tions, and consider the foundation of 
their callings. 

Is our true identity and our purpose 
rooted in our work or in our identity 
in Christ? Is God only pleased when 
we are productive? Are we indispens-
able to His mission? Could God be 
using this time to refine us for His 
greater purposes? Is the pandemic re-
ally limiting His mission to the world? 
Is God ever frustrated? Does He not 
use times in the desert to realign 
our hearts, refine our motivations, 
and reestablish His values in us? 

Praise God for His sovereign purposes 
in everything!  


