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What should our 
singing be like on 
Sunday mornings? 
Churches around the 

world worship in different ways. Some sing 
a cappella, while others use instruments. 
Some sing from the hymnbook, and  
others sing from screens. Some are  
measured and reverent, while others 
shout and dance. What should our singing 
be like at First Evan? Let me share a  
few thoughts.

We sing to remember the gospel. One 
of God’s purposes for singing is that 
we treasure the gospel more deeply. In 
Colossians 3:16 we are told, “let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wisdom, 
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs with gratefulness in your hearts to 
God.” The passage tells us that we are to 
sing so that the “word of Christ” dwells in 
us. What is this “word of Christ”? It is a 
message about Jesus, or in other words, 
the gospel. God wants the truths of the 
good news to drive more deeply into our 
hearts. Do you want the gospel to dwell 
in you richly? Sing truth and let the Spirit 
help it sink more deeply into your soul.

The most important sound is not 
instruments or a particular style, but 
the sound of the congregation singing. 
While instruments are used throughout 
Scripture, especially in the Psalms, the 
New Testament places a greater emphasis 
on singing (Eph. 5:19, Col. 3:16, James 
5:13). Many New Testament churches 
were small gatherings in homes with 
limited resources, and probably didn’t 
use instruments. But more importantly, 
the instruction to sing is applicable to 
Christians in every time and place. Not 
everyone can play an instrument, but 
everyone can sing. Apart from certain 
medical conditions, everyone in every 
culture on the globe has a voice. God 
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wants us to use our “built-
in” instrument to praise 
Him and be strengthened 
in our faith.

I don’t say this to discount 
the value of instruments 
like guitars and organs. 
They help us know when 
to come in and help us stay 
together. They provide 
color and harmony, making 
singing more enjoyable. 
They can move us to tears. 
But when we are singing 
together, they are not the 
“main thing.” Even the 
choir and vocalists on stage 
are not the main thing. 
When we are all singing 
together, the purpose of the people on 
stage is to help the congregation sing. 
On Sundays, the most important musical 
group is the congregation.

Variety in singing is good. The instruction 
to us in Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 
3:16 is to sing “psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs.” We don’t know the exact 
categories of song that Paul was referring 
to when he used each of these words. One 
reasonable proposition is that “psalms” 
refers to the book of Psalms, “hymns” 
refers to poem-like pieces that summarize 
truth (Phil. 2:5-11 and 1 Tim. 3:16 may 
have been hymns), and “spiritual songs” 
refers to freer songs, possibly composed 
in the moment. Scholars aren’t sure. Aside 
from this debate, one clear implication is 
that God intends for us to sing different 
kinds of songs. 

The way that God constructed the Bible 
is instructive. These 66 books contain 
lists of laws, narratives of battles and 
wars, beautiful poetry, cutting sarcasm, 
letters from jail, and fantastical imagery 
of things to come. The fact that God has 
revealed Himself to us through so many 
different kinds of speech is a reminder 
that He loves variety and that different 
types of communication will speak  
differently to different people.

I like author C. Michael Hawn’s suggestion 
that churches should sing songs from 

the past, present, and future. We should 
sing the songs of the past, for we are the 
recipients of incredible treasures passed 
on by previous generations. Our hymn 
books are “best of” collections of poetry 
and music from centuries of artistic 
output by believers. We should sing the 
songs of the present, for God has told us to 
“sing to the LORD a new song” (Ps. 96:1). 
Each generation needs to encounter 
Him afresh and bring praise in ways that 
naturally flow out of their culture. We 
should also sing the song of the future, 
when the multiethnic choir of people from 
every tribe and language joins together 
to praise the King (Rev. 7:9-10). It won’t 
be long before you and I are a part of the 
great assembly, joining with people from 
Thailand and Swaziland and New Zealand 
in one great song of praise to the King. 
When our singing incorporates awareness 
of the global church, it prepares us for the 
gloriously diverse home that awaits us.

First Evan’s mission statement is “to 
glorify Jesus Christ and magnify His 
gospel in all of life until He comes.” May 
God help us to sing in such a way that we 
are strengthened in the gospel and Jesus 
is glorified as we look toward His return.
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Welcome New Members!

Lifeblood Blood Drive
Wednesday, October 3  
4:30–7:30 p.m., Fellowship Foyer
Every three seconds, someone in 
Memphis needs blood. As part of our 
local community efforts, First Evan is 
sponsoring a blood drive. Please plan to 
come have chicken dinner and help. No 
appointments necessary. Contact Sam 
or JoLynn Hezlep at 486-6237.

Life Line Screening

Life Line Screening is offering non-in-
vasive and painless health screenings 
(60–90 minutes) at First Evan for dis-
counted rates. A Wellness Package in-
cludes four vascular tests and an osteo-
porosis screening. Call 1-888-653-6441 
or text the word “circle” to 797979 for $10 
off any package priced above $129. For  
more  information, visit www.firstevan.
org/lifelinescreening.

Friday, October 5  
8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Learn how to apply person-centered care 
techniques to enhance your loved one’s 
well-being, grow your own understanding, 
and make a positive impact on your care-
giving. Nationally recognized speakers and 
care champions from Jentle Harts will be 
Marilyn Hartle and LaDonna Jensen. Learn 
more at www.pagerobbins.org/upcoming-
events. No RSVP required.

Free Caregiver Educational Session
Monday, October 8  
2:00–4:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall Annual Congregational Meeting 

and Dessert Fellowship 
Sunday, November 11 
6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
The Congregational Meeting will in-
clude the Session report, Church Mis-
sion Board report, financial report, and 
the election of the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman of the Congregation. There 
will also be special performances by our 
Children’s CRASH! Trash Can Band and 
our Awana kids.

Shipwrecked Celebration will be provid-
ed for children preschool through 5th 
grade during the business portion of 
the meeting. Nursery will be provided 
for children up to age two.

Please make plans to attend this time of 
fellowship and updates on what God is 
doing in the life of First Evan.

Save the Date:

CARE Details at www.firstevan.org/care.

A class for anyone interested in learning 
more about First Evan or desiring 
membership. You can choose which 
days work for you, but both Part 1 and 
2 are required for membership. If you 
have attended Part 1 or 2 in the past, 
you need only come to the one you have 
not attended. If interested, please 
register at www.firstevan.org/dfe  
by Wednesday, October 3. Questions 
can be directed to Jacki Stieferman at 
jstieferman@firstevan.org.

Discover First Evan
Wednesdays, October 17 (Part 1) and 24 
(Part 2), 6:30–7:30 p.m., E236 
Sundays, October 21 (Part 1) and 28 
(Part 2), 9:30–10:30 a.m., E236

Monday, October 22, 7:00 p.m., Chapel
Caregivers

Guest speaker will be Jill Peterson from 
Crossroads Hospice. Topic: Hospice, What 
is involved and how to know when you 
need our care. Contact Jerry Johnston at 
674-1525.

(Ministry to those caring for others)

Volunteers Needed: 
His Touch Ministry
Do you have a heart for the needy, the  
elderly, or the lonely? His Touch is a visita-
tion ministry to the homebound. Current-
ly, we are in need of volunteers to share the 
love of Christ with those who are unable to 
join in our regular church fellowship due 
to age or illness. To join this team of visi-
tors, or to receive more information, call 
or text Linda Lambert at 901-832-9314 
or email elamb39353@aol.com.

He Cares

Contact Rhonda Finfrock at 683-0757 or 
rhondafinfrock@comcast.net.

(Ministry for the homebound)
Thursday, October 25 
9:30 a.m., Soltau Center Lobby

ACT II Widows Fellowship   
Monday, October 4, 9:45 a.m.

Thanks to all our Picnic Volunteers!

Engaging Neighbors  
this Halloween
Halloween falls on a Wednesday night this 
year. In an effort to be in our 
neighborhoods and en-
gaging our neighbors, 
we will be moving all 
Midweek activities to 
Tuesday night, Oc-
tober 30. Halloween 
might be the only day of 
the year when you have un-
restricted license to knock on all of your 
neighbors’ doors. What an opportunity to 
connect with your neighbors and begin 
building gospel-aiming friendships! We 
will be sending out ideas of how to en-
gage your neighbors before, the night of, 
and after Halloween. Stay tuned for those 
details!

Tour the Belz Museum of Asian and Ju-
daic Art followed by lunch at Café Society. 
Meet in the east parking lot of the church. 
RSVP to Cathy Graham at 685-1028. 

http://www.firstevan.org/lifelinescreening


WORSHIP

Baptism 
Sunday, October 21, 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
Register at www.firstevan.org/baptism by 
Monday, October 8.

Lessons & Carols Choir Lunch  
and Preview   
Sunday, October 21, 12:15 p.m. Chapel 
followed by a preview of the music  
in the Sanctuary 
Lessons & Carols:  
"Ron Man’s “Swan Song!”
Calling all singers! Starting with lunch in  
the Chapel followed by a preview of the  
music in the Sanctuary. Services are Sunday  
December 9, 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. RSVP for 
lunch by October 18 to Jan Spurlin  at jspur-
lin@firstevan.org or 682-8452.

Worship Ministry Lunch 
Sunday, October 7 
12:15 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Everyone involved in the Worship Ministry 
is invited to a lunch meeting. This includes 
band, vocalists, choir, instrumentalists,  
holiday singers, and sound/production  
technicians. Those not currently serving 
in the Worship Ministry who are inter-
ested in getting involved are also invited. 
Ken Boer will share his vision for worship 
and music at First Evan. There will be time 
for Q&A and fellowship. Donations for 
lunch would be appreciated. RSVP to Jan  
Spurlin at jspurlin@firstevan.org  by Oc-
tober 4 or  call 682-8452.

Music Mission Kiev Symphony and Choir Concert 
Sunday, October 14, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Founded in 1993, this group of professional musicians performs Masterworks that were 
banned under Communist rule, to the glory of God. Now in its 25th year, the ministry 
also reaches out to the poor, orphans, widows, and victims of war. We are in need of 
housing for Saturday and Sunday nights. Contact afichthorn@firstevan.org.

Community Reformation Service 
Sunday, October 28, 6:00 p.m.  
Second Presbyterian Church
A festival of music for congregation, choir, 
brass, and organ. George Robertson, Pas-
tor of Second Presbyterian Church, will be 
preaching. A reception will follow.

If interested in any of these events, 
please contact Andrew Beach at abeach 
@firstevan.org.

Tutoring for students in an informal,  
creative environment. Open to volunteers 
ages 12–92.

Youth Striving  
for Excellence:  
Arise2Read Tutoring 
Thursdays, 5:30–6:45 p.m.  
Spurgeon Room E135

MEMPHIS MINISTRIES
Sunday Evening Service   
Sundays, 6:00 p.m., Chapel
Join us for worship and a message  
from Seth Stevens on the series The Zeal of 
the Redeemed from Titus.

Run the River was a blast. God gave us a 
weekend of rest and beautiful weather by 
the Spring River. We are grateful for a time 
of disconnecting from the noise of life to 
connect with God in His beautiful cre-
ation. We ate good food, worshipped rich-
ly, celebrated together, and cried together.  
Thanks be to God! - Eli Berry, Common 
Ground Director

Common Ground Run the River

STUDENTS

Hosted by First Evan:  
Thursday, October 25 
5:30–8:30 p.m., Chapel
Have you ever wondered how to re-
spond when someone asks you for spare 
change? Over the last 40 years, the Lup-
ton Center in Atlanta has refined best 
practices for engaging the material poor. 
This free seminar, open to the public, 
will be an overview and introduction to 
reimagining the ways we think about 
and participate in poverty alleviation. 
For more details and to sign up, visit 
www.firstevan.org/reimagine-charity.

"Reimagine Charity" Seminar 

(Continued on back)

mailto:abeach%20%40firstevan.org?subject=
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We are delighted to bring back Kelly Minter, 
singer, songwriter, and speaker for a night 
of Christmas celebration.

WOMEN
Women’s Ministry  
Christmas Dinner 
Tuesday, December 4 
6:00 p.m., Memphis Hilton 
Ticket sales begin Sunday, November 11 
8:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall; Cost: $15

KIDS

The Samaritan’s Purse project Operation  
Christmas Child collects shoebox gifts—
filled with fun toys, school supplies, and 
hygiene items—to be delivered to chil-
dren in need around the world to dem-
onstrate God’s love in a tangible way. For 
many of these children, the gift-filled 
shoebox is the first gift they have ever 
received. After local churches deliver 
the boxes into the hands of children, 
they treat the time as an opportunity 
to share about Jesus Christ and God’s 
love. Shoeboxes will be available for 
pickup October 21–November 18. First 
Evan will be a local drop-off site again 
this year. Volunteers are needed to help 
during drop-off week, November 12–19.

Samaritan's Purse:  
Operation Christmas Child 
Pick up boxes starting Sunday, October 21 
Drop off week is November 12–18

Pack a
Shoebox!

Child Dedication 
Sunday, November 25, 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
If you wish to dedicate your child, please register at www.firstevan.org/childdedication 
no later than Sunday, November 11.

To volunteer, please contact Kim Bouck 
at artbou@bellsouth.net. For more  
information or to fill a shoebox online, 
visit www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.

Boy Scouts Troop 276 
Boy Scouts 
Tuesdays, 6:45–8:15 p.m. 
E226 and E202
Cub Scouts 
Every other Tuesday  
6:45–8:15 p.m., E234
We are a father-led ministry of First Evan 
and strongly encourage dads to be in-
volved, to serve, and to help lead. First 
Evan dads started the scouting program 
over 27 years ago to develop character, 
faith, good citizenship, and leadership 
skills for young men in a fun, adventur-
ous environment. If you’re interested in 
learning more, feel free to drop by one of 
our Tuesday meetings for more infor-
mation; or contact Richard Marsh at 
richardmmarsh@yahoo.com.

Impact Fall Break 
Saturday, October 20, 8:00 a.m.–11:00 p.m. 
St. Louis, MO; Cost: $40.

 Students will enjoy a day full of activi-
ties for all—whether it’s roller coasters, 
a train ride, or hanging out with friends. 
Don’t miss out! Invite your friends! For 
more information or to sign up visit  
www.firstevan.org/impactsixflags.

 
Common Ground welcomes Mallory 
Rush on board as the Girls Disciple-
ship Intern. Mallory graduated from 
Union University and is now going 
through the Downline Emerging Lead-
ers program. We are so grateful to 
have her on the team, and we cannot 
wait to see how God uses her.

Welcome Mallory Rush 
(Common Ground intern) 

STUDENTS

(Grades 6 and up)

(Grades 2-5)

http://www.firstevan.org/impactsixflags


ADULTS
LLL Movie Day 
October 15  
1:00 p.m., Chapel 
Join us for pop-
corn, drinks, and 
the showing of 
Roman Holiday.

GLOBAL MISSIONS
A Dream Come True! 
Connect Language Center (CLC) 
5340 Quince Rd., Memphis TN 38119
David and Vicki Frazier, Equipping Ser-
vants International (www.esionline.
org), have been training English teach-
ers and developing English as a Second 
Language (ESL) materials and classes 
for incoming refugees and immigrants 
for the past five years. Language is 
the key for internationals to integrate 
and succeed in the U.S., and we need 
to welcome, embrace, and empower 
the internationals in our city. This is a 
strategic way to reach the nations for 
Christ, as God has brought them to our 
doorstep! ESI’s team has been using  
ConnecTEFL (www.connectefl.com) to 
train ESL teachers who can serve in the U.S. 
and abroad. Many of the teachers, includ-
ing First Evan missionaries Michael and  
Caroline, are now serving overseas. 

We have dreamed of opening a 
language school to serve over 150,000 
internationals in Memphis with 
affordable, accessible, professional 
English language instruction, and to 
provide a way for God’s people to serve 
and engage with internationals for the 
Kingdom. After years of developing 
a relationship and serving refugees, 
World Relief Memphis has taken on 
this project and made the CLC (www.
connectlanguagecenter.com) a reality. 
Through donations and work crews 
from First Evan and other churches, the 
center has opened, and will be providing 
day and evening classes throughout the 

week this fall. The plan is for CLC to 
become a self-sustaining school within 
the next few years; as of today they have 
57 registered immigrants (paying), and 
10 refugees (scholarships)! For now, they 
need donations to enable refugees to 
take classes. You can give to World Relief 
Memphis www.worldreliefmemphis.org/
give or through First Evan; designate 
“CLC Scholarship Fund.” Please pray that 
many internationals will come to Christ 
through the ministry of the CLC.

Tippett Basketball Clinic 
Saturday, October 20, 9:00–10:30 a.m. 
Gym; Cost: $10 (Ages: 6–17). 
Register by Monday, October 8 to 
guarantee a t-shirt (drop-ins welcome)
Learn basketball skills, drills, and  
sportsmanship from TSSAA Hall of Fame 
Coach Terry Tippett. Coach Tippett has 48 
years of experience, 902 wins, and is the 
only coach in Tennessee history to win 
titles with three different teams. Register 
at www.firstevan.org/basketball-clinic.

Jr. Grizzlies Basketball  
Season: Saturdays, December 8–
February 16 (9 games); 
Cost: $65 (Ages 6-11). Register by 
Wednesday, October 24.

RECREATION

"ThanksFORgiving" 
Senior Luncheon 
Saturday, November 3 
11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
We are a grateful people and are blessed to 
have each other. Ken and Rachael Boer will 
provide music. RSVP to Susanna Win-
ter at dswinter@bellsouth.net  or call 
487-2819 by Tuesday, October 30. 

Children compete in a relaxed environment 
perfect for the new kid on the block and 
challenging enough for the regular player! 
Games are through ESCRA (East Shelby 
Church Recreation Association). Visit 
www.firstevan.org/basketball for more 
information and to register.

http://www.worldreliefmemphis.org/give
http://www.worldreliefmemphis.org/give
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CALENDAR

November 

October
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE
“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 

His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Morning Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel

Lifeblood Blood Drive  4:30–7:30 p.m., Fellowship Foyer  
ACT II Widows Fellowship  9:45 a.m., Tour of Belz Museum of Asian and Judaic Art; Lunch at Café Society  
Life Line Screening   8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Communion  |  Worship Ministry Lunch   12:15 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Caregiver Education Session (free) 2:00–4:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Fall Break Choir | Prayer Meeting   No MDO;  Heart to Heart or Midweek dinners or activities  
Music Mission Kiev Symphony and Choir Concert  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel  | Deacon/Elder Meeting 
Discover First Evan (Part 1)  6:30–7:30 p.m.,  E236 or 9:30–10:30 a.m., E236 
Impact Six Flags Trip  8:00 a.m.–11:00 p.m., St. Louis, MO 
Tippett Basketball Clinic 9:00–10:30 a.m., Gym 
OCC Boxes Begin  |  Baptism  |  Lessons & Carols Choir Lunch and Preview  12:15 p.m., Chapel 
Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel  
Discover First Evan (Part 2)  6:30–7:30 p.m.,  E236 or 9:30–10:30 a.m., E236 
He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center  |  "Reimagine Charity" Seminar   5:30–8:30 p.m.,  Chapel 
Child Dedication  |  Community Reformation Service  6:00 p.m., Second Presbyterian Church  
Kids Karnival  6:00 p.m., Gym   |  Midweek moved to Tuesday  Fellowship Meal and Activities

3 
4 
5 
7 
8 

8–12 
14 
15 

17 or 21 
20 

 
21 
22 

24 or 28 
25 
28 
30

 3 "ThanksFORgiving" Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
 4  Daylight Savings Time Ends | Communion   
 5  "A Thanksgiving Feast" ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m., Chapel 
 11 Women's Ministry Christmas Dinner Ticket Sales  8:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall  
                                        Annual Congregational Meeting and Dessert Fellowship  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
 12  LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel | OCC Box Collection Week | Deacon/Elder Meeting 
 14  Last Midweek Dinner and Activities  
 18  Sunday School Leaders Meeting  4:15 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room  
  World Prayer Focus  5:30 p.m., Chapel 
 21  Thanksgiving Eve Soup Supper & Service 5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall | 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
 22–24  Thanksgiving Day Church offices are closed 
 25  Child Dedication 
 29  He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center  
 


