
I’m about to launch a short preaching 
series on biblical justice. In this series, 
I’ll try to show how critical theories un-
dermine biblical teaching pertaining to 
our common humanity and sinfulness. 
Proponents of critical theories aren’t 
interested in forgiveness and reconcili-
ation between alienated groups, as part 
of doing justly, so much as shifting the 
power balance to themselves.

I’ll make a distinction between social 
justice, which is interested in righting 
social inequities common to a fallen 
world, interested in the common good 
as Scripture directs God’s people to be, 
and Social Justice (capital S, capital J), 
which has taken on the properties of a 
competing religion. If we toss out “so-
cial justice” because we’re reacting to 
Social Justice, we’re effectively muting a 
channel of God’s concern for the world.

It will not be necessary for me to em-
ploy rhetorical flair, referring to any-
one as a Social Justice Warrior, Cultural 
Marxist, or “Wokevangelical.” There is 
more heat than light around the sub-
ject of social justice today. Labels are 
scarecrow words. I’m not preaching on 
biblical justice to “cleanse the temple” 
of anything. That’s something the Lord 
does through the conviction of His Spir-
it working through His Word. My job is 
to “commend the truth plainly” (2 Cor. 
4:1) and let Him work.

When my youngest daughter was little, 
her favorite companion was a stuffed 
pink poodle she named Scarecrow. She 
stuffed it herself at a Build-A-Bear 
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I oppose progressive authoritarianism. 

Progressive authoritarianism divides 
everyone into categories of oppressor or 
oppressed. If we do contact tracing for 
how this ideology infects our neighbors, 
the superspreader is activist university 
scholarship: “critical theories” popu-
larized by media and the entertain-
ment industries (including sports) that 
makes everything about identity, race,  
and gender. 

I oppose reactive fundamentalism. 

Reactive fundamentalism divides by way 
of labels like “Marxism” or “Wokeness” 
or “Privilege.” If we do contact trac-
ing for how reactive fundamentalism 
infects the church, the superspreaders 
are evangelical teachers, preachers, and 
followers who rightly want to protect 
the gospel message but end up stuff-
ing scarecrows more than attending to  
the harvest.

I do not oppose imitating Jesus,  
hating evil, and loving good. If I’m 
giving myself to these things I am do-
ing justly in the most basic sense of the 
word. Biblical justice, to put it simply, is 
about promoting the flourishing of hu-
man beings and reconciliation between 
human beings.

Michael F. Bird, an Australian Angli-
can, wrote an article recently in which 
he took up for Christians badmouthed 
by those on the progressive and funda-
mentalist poles: 

E-NEWS

store, and because she watched The 
Wizard of Oz with her older sisters a lot 
back then, the name fit. But over time, 
holes formed on Scarecrow. His stuffing 
came out. Caley Kate even bit the nose 
off her beloved Scarecrow.

We usually have holes in our under-
standing of things controversial. Can 
we go through a series on biblical jus-
tice without biting the nose off our 
own, or each other’s faces? When we do 
that, suspicion, fear, and defensiveness 
reigns instead of the peace of Christ. We 
cannot sanctify our political allegiances 
and make that everything. Nor can we 
assume merely placing our nose inside 
an open Bible means we want what God 
tells us to do and be. 

Social media rancor over these matters 
is mostly performative, more interested 
in calling out than clarifying the issue. 
The church can do better, and I offer 
this series in that hope and interest. Re-
member: the gospel doesn’t take sides, 
it takes over.

“Churches and Christian leaders who 
are concerned with racism, police 
brutality, affordable healthcare, pro-
tecting refugees, acting on poverty, 
ending sex trafficking  . . . as well as 
defending the unborn, promoting 
end-of-life care as an alternative to 
euthanasia, safeguarding religious 
freedom, opposing the gambling and 
pornographic industries . . . are sim-
ply doing what Christians have been 
doing for 2000 years which is loving 

their neighbor, 
remembering the 
poor, being the 
Good Samaritan, 
imitating Jesus, 
hating evil, lov-
ing good, and 
establishing jus-
tice in the gate 
of the city.”



CHURCH-WIDE

GriefShare Seminar: 
“Surviving the Holidays” 
Saturday, November 7 
10:00 a.m., E135 | Cost: $10 
Facilitated by Lorinda Hill

Did you know...
• If you shop online at Amazon, a 
percentage of your purchases will 
go to support the ministry of First 
Evangelical Church? You can click 
here or go to smile.amazon.com and 
search for First Evangelical Church 
as the organization you would like 
to support. 
 
• If you shop at Kroger, a percent-
age of your purchases will go to  
support the ministry of First Evan-
gelical Church? Visit www.firstevan.
org/kroger for details on how to sign 
up for the free Kroger Community  
Rewards Program.

We welcome you to attend this special 
seminar from GriefShare. If you have 
lost a loved one, the holidays can 
be particularly hard. This two-hour  
session will provide help and hope as  
you navigate the holiday season. 
Workbook and video utilized. Men 
and women welcome! Register at 
www.firstevan.org/griefshare.

Welcome New Members 
Janet Banga, David Kut, 

and Kut Kut 
487 N. Highland St. #14 

Memphis, TN  38122

Rather than setting out 
boxes this holiday sea-
son, FEC Kids and Mem-
phis Ministries are part-
nering to raise funds for 
Operation Christmas Child. 
 
Our goal is to raise 
enough money to pack 
500 boxes!  At $25 a box 
(including the cost of 
shipping), that's a total 
goal of $12,500!

All money raised will be used to purchase toys and other supplies to fill 
and ship 500 shoeboxes for Christmas 2021 (due June 2021).

After we reach our fundraising goal, FEC Kids and Memphis Ministries will host 
an OCC Shoebox Packing Party this summer (2021) after the conclusion of VBS.

The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to provide God’s love in a tangible 
way to children in need around the world, and together with the local church world-
wide, to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. For more information, click here. 

It's Shoebox Season!

Please scan the QR code by 
holding the camera on your 
phone up to the graphic or 
click here to donate today!

“First Evan” App 
Download Here: Android | iOS (Apple)
In case you haven't downloaded our 
app yet, know that it contains a lot of 
great features:
• Profile picture when clicked that di-
rects you to your database profile with 
all your personal information, giving 
history with reports, involv ment, etc. 

• Giving button for easy one-time or 
recurring giving.

• Quick access buttons to our website, 
ministries, calendar, Discover First 
Evan, and Regathered worship pages.

• Registration button for ease of reg-
istering for FEC Kids or other events 
and organizations.

• A campus map button to see room 
locations and where Sunday School 
classes meet.

• A button to our Visitor/Communi-
cation Card.

• A Picture Directory available to 
those who have added their pictures. 

Sunshine Stockings for Seniors 
November 1–December 13
This Christmas we are filling Sun-
shine Stockings, a church-wide oppor-
tunity, sponsored by FEC Kids. These 
are for our senior church members 
who, due to the pandemic, are unable 
to attend church with us on Sunday. 
Please pick up a stocking in the FEC 
Kids' Lobby, and fill it with gifts and 
treats. Please return your filled 
stocking to the receptionist desk 
at church by December 13. First 
Evan staff will deliver the stockings, 
due to COVID-19 restrictions.

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=62-0539196&ref_=smi_ext_ch_62-0539196_cl
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=62-0539196&ref_=smi_ext_ch_62-0539196_cl
https://smile.amazon.com
https://www.firstevan.org/kroger
https://www.firstevan.org/kroger
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.firstevan.org/griefshare
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/?utm_source=Ggl&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=m_YGOC-B20V&utm_content=OCCHomepage&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIof6ols_a7AIVSAiICR0rmwIYEAAYASAAEgIFDvD_BwE
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1796
mailto:https://play.google.com/store/apps/details%3Fid%3Dcom.speakcreative.firstevan%26hl%3Den_US?subject=
mailto:https://www.firstevan.org/ios-app?subject=


WORSHIP

Common Good Conference 
Thursday, November 12 
9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m., E135

Common Ground Ladies: 
In Feast or Fallow 
Friday, November 20 
7:00–9:00 p.m., Lauren Jordan's House 
(767 Berry Rd., Memphis TN 38117)

“A Gentle Answer” 
Equipping Elective 
Wednesdays, Beginning January 6 
6:30–8:00 p.m. | In-person or via Zoom

MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

STUDENTS

The Common Good Conference is a 
live-stream event by the Made to 
Flourish network to encourage practi-
cal ways to integrate faith and work, 
hear examples of how God is at work 
in every sector of society, and em-
brace a new story for work. Speakers 
include Andy Crouch, Charlie Dates, 
Tom Nelson, Tish Harrison Warren, 
John Inazu, and more. Click here to 
register. Registration is FREE, but 
we would appreciate your RSVP so 
we can provide lunch and a socially-
distanced venue.

Common Ground ladies, come enjoy 
a charcuterie board surrounded by 
friends. In fellowship, we will give 
thanksgiving for the year behind and 
the year ahead. 

Proverbs 15:1 says “A gentle answer 
turns away wrath,” but, for many 
of us, that is much easier said than 
done! In this 8-week book study by 
Scott Sauls, we will spend three ses-
sions on how Jesus is gentle with 
us, then spend five sessions on how  
Jesus’ gentleness transforms our  
engagement with others. Register here.

Farewell to Eli Berry
We want to express gratitude to and for Eli Berry, 

for his years directing our Common Ground High 
School Ministry. Eli came to our staff in April 2015,  
started his family here, and became part of our 
church family. He has taken a new job as Director of  
Communications for the State of Tennessee’s Faith-

Based Community Initiative. Though the job will take 
him to all corners of the state, their family will keep 

Memphis as their home.

Thanksgiving Eve

Baptisms

Christmas Music

This year we will not hold the 
Thanksgiving Eve Soup Supper and 
Service due to COVID.

In lieu of a live Lessons & Carols  
service, our services on Decem-
ber 13 at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. will  
incorporate some special music with 
a slightly shorter sermon. We will 
rebroadcast our 2019 “Come and 
Behold Him” Lessons & Carols 
service at 2:00 p.m. on December 13.

In lieu of a live children's nativity, FEC 
Kids will be making a nativity video. 
We would love as many families as  
possible to participate! If your family 
would like to participate, sign up here.

Lots has changed this fall, but the good 
news hasn't! Christ was born a baby, 
walked this earth, felt sickness, and 
was crushed in a gruesome way. But 
He was raised, is seated above and 
is with us now by His Spirit. We may 
be socially distant from one another 
but He's not socially distant from us.  
               - Ken Boer, Pastor of Worship

Christmas Eve Services 
Thursday, December 24 
4:30 and 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

During the coronavirus, baptisms will 
occur on a rolling basis. Only one per-
son or family will be baptized per week 
so that water is not shared. Please 
contact Jan Spurlin in the Worship 
Office if you would like to be baptized.

Sadie Goss - Baptized October 25, 2020

https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1793
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1793
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1797
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1599
mailto:jspurlin%40firstevan.org?subject=


KIDS

FEC Kids is honored to announce the children and families who  
participated in the October Child Dedications!

  

Pictured left to right: Eva Bernardini, daughter of Jordan and Katelynn Bernardini; 
Sonny Ferwerda, son of Jake and Emilee Ferwerda; Conrad Branam, son of 
Corey and Heidi Branam; Judah Brenner, son of Benjamin and Robyn Brenner;  
Penelope LaVire, daughter of Chad and Kathryn LaVire. 

Join us in lifting these children and families up in prayer! 

FEC Kids Regathered  

Child Dedication 
Sunday, November 29, 9:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary

FEC Kids  Advent Curriculum 
November 29–Christmas
Join FEC Kids as we "unwrap" the 
meaning-filled names of Jesus, week 
by week, this advent season! 

Each FEC Kids family will receive a 
copy of Unwrapping the Names of 
Jesus by Asheritah Ciuciu so that 
they can continue the study at home! 

Go to onethingalone.com/advent for 
more at home resources, such as this 
Spotify playlist.

We look forward to delighting in  
Jesus with your family this Christmas!

It's been so great seeing all these precious children again! Elementary kids will 
regather November 1 during the 11:00 a.m. hour. Don't forget that  registration 
is required each week (available Mondays at noon–Thursdays at noon), as 
spots are limited due to capacity restrictions at this time. We hope to see you soon!

If you wish to dedicate your child, please register at www.firstevan.org/ 
childdedication no later than Friday, November 13.

https://www.christianbook.com/unwrapping-the-names-jesus-advent-devotional/asheritah-ciuciu/9780802416728/pd/41672X?kw=21904557732&mt=b&dv=c&event=PPCSRC&p=1186432&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIldS_quDV7AIVDIiGCh1LZQ0NEAAYASAAEgKWCPD_BwE
https://www.christianbook.com/unwrapping-the-names-jesus-advent-devotional/asheritah-ciuciu/9780802416728/pd/41672X?kw=21904557732&mt=b&dv=c&event=PPCSRC&p=1186432&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIldS_quDV7AIVDIiGCh1LZQ0NEAAYASAAEgKWCPD_BwE
https://onethingalone.com/advent
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1Yrc68C5aQVVvxnzaeEnML?si=pD73ia4Z
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1788
https://www.firstevan.org/childdedication
https://www.firstevan.org/childdedication


What good can come from COVID? 
What good can come out of such a  
divisive, politically infused, isolating 
chaos? I suppose that answer depends 
on who you ask, much like the ques-
tion asked of the city of Nazareth. 

One answer, I would propose, is space. 
COVID has become a global, life alter-
ing event. All over the world, streets 
are empty and everyone’s life has 
changed and not necessarily for the 
[perceived] better. As much as we 
would love for God to just solve this 
so we can go about our lives as nor-
mal, things don’t seem to be happen-
ing that way. When Saul was pursuing  
David endlessly, David cried out to God. 
However, God didn’t just kill Saul to 
solve all of David’s perceived problems.  

GLOBAL MISSIONS 

It was in the 
fall of 1987, and 
Bob was having 
some discomfort 
in his chest. Bob’s 
cardiology check-
up came back say-
ing he had two 
clogged arteries. 
 
We opted for the angioplasty to 
clear those arteries rather than a by-
pass surgery. The doctors suggested 
that after the angioplasty we should 
wait six months and if no symptom  
returned, Bob could return to a nor-
mal lifestyle. So, our trip to Colombia 
the first of the year was postponed for 
six months. I was okay with that, but 
during that whole time I was really 
looking forward to returning to our 
ministry come May or June. 

What Has God Given You?

Rejoice Evermore!
 
Bob was dutifully abiding by his 
special cardiac diet and we walked 
every day. In April he began to have 
discomfort in his chest again.  The 
doctor recommended by-pass surgery 
this time. I was so devastated that I 
spent the next three days crying and 
pouting and secluding myself because 
I didn’t want to talk to anybody. I just 
couldn’t accept the continued delay 
in returning to Colombia. 
 
My parents came to Memphis to be 
with me for the surgery.
 
The Lord saw us through all the surgery 
and eventually we were back in Arkan-
sas near my parents. But, my Dad was 
having urinary problems. My Mother 
needed us during that time since she 
lived an hour from the hospital. At the 
end of that summer the Lord took Dad 
home to glory. Dear Dad who had been 

by Dottie Hoppe

by Jacob Z.

In everything give thanks: 

for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus concerning you.  

 
I Thessalonians 5:16, 18

Rather, He changed David’s heart to 
give David God’s perspective. 

COVID has effectively broken up 
our “packed to the gills” routines 
and forced people to slow down,  

the strong one with us through Bob’s 
surgery was the first one to die. 
 
I don’t remember at what point I 
started admitting to myself that it was 
really good that Bob and I hadn’t gone 
to Colombia for the summer as we had 
originally planned. It wasn’t just that 
Mother needed us. Dad did too. The 
biggest thing to me was that it was 
Dad’s last three months. And hard as 
it was, we got to spend it with him. 
 
I had to admit that I had had a ter-
rible, rebellious attitude in being an-
gry that Bob and I couldn’t return to 
Colombia that summer.  
 
That summer changed my life. I real-
ized that even if I didn’t like things, 
I needed to be thankful because God 
was doing something special and He 
knew what was best. Since then I have 
tried to make thankfulness to God my 
first response to things that happen 
that I don’t like. It has helped reduce 
a lot of stress. 
 
Rejoice evermore.

creating space. Space that can be 
used for turning to God. 

The American church tends to focus 
on psalms of praise. While this is 
good, it has left many Christians  
lacking the language to effectively 
minister to suffering people. What did 
David do when Absalom was pursu-
ing him? He lamented. Why not write 
a lament to God about our current 
situation? God has given us wonder-
ful tools for dealing with psychologi-
cal trauma and loss. But these tools 
only work when we address these 
feelings and allow ourselves to grow 
through them. These tools won’t 
work if we suppress the feelings. 

What are you in the midst of? What 
would the headlines be in your life? 
In this season of thankfulness, what 
has God given you because of COVID? 

Jacob, Stephanie, Aria, and Naira.

Dottie Hoppe



Thanksgiving Offering 
Give November 1–December 1.

Save the Date: “Your Salvation Among All Nations: The Least Reached”  Global Missions Conference 
February 26–28, 2021 | Speaker: Jason Seville

Part of our Thanksgiving tradi-
tion is to collect an offering to 
be sent as a Christmas gift to our 
First Evan missionaries. Designate 
“Thanksgiving Offering” on your 
check to First Evan, or give online at  
www.firstevan.org/giving and select 
“Thanksgiving Offering.”

WOMEN ADULTS

Secret Sister Ornament Exchange 
Sign Up November 1–22.
Do you want to help spread Christmas 
joy and pray for a sister in Christ 
while also being strengthened by an-
other sister’s prayers for you? Sign 
up to be a part of our Christmas 
ornament exchange. We will randomly 
assign you another participant to 
pray for during the Christmas 
season and to deliver a surprise  
ornament some time during the 
month of December. For more  
information or to register, visit  
www.firstevan.org/ornament. 

GLOBAL MISSIONS CONTINUED 

International Brunch

Christmas Dinner

Due to the continued restrictions 
brought on by COVID-19, the annual 
International Brunch, which is held 
concurrent with Lessons & Carols, 
will not be held. However, please take 
the opportunities that this season of 
the year presents to “give a defense 
for the hope within you” to your  
international friends and others. 

In light of COVID restrictions, we will 
not be having our annual Women’s 
Christmas Dinner this year.

Which staff member 

played the trombone in 

his/her college band?

CHURCH STAFF 
TRIVIA QUESTION

The first person to email  
Stephanie Johnson at sjohnson@

firstevan.org with the correct 
answer will receive a fun prize! 
Visit www.firstevan.org/staff 

to try and guess.

Sunday School Leaders Meeting 
Sunday, November 15, 4:30 p.m., Zoom

http://www.firstevan.org/giving
https://www.firstevan.org/ornament
mailto:sjohnson%40firstevan.org?subject=
mailto:sjohnson%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://www.firstevan.org/staff 

