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That’s a great start 
for a little boy, like 
having his own circle 
of life.

I know children can 
be fickle in showing 
affection, but ever 
since he could scoot, 
Huff has sought me 
out, crawling over to 
wherever I was, prop-
ping himself on one 
knee, and reaching 
up. Now he toddles 
over to me: “Hold 
you,” he says. He 
knows Pops will pick 
him up every time. 

Calvin Miller wrote in his memoir,  
Life Is Mostly Edges: “Memory arrives 
sometime after we get here, and 
generally abandons us long before we 
leave.” Huff won’t remember his early 
days living with us. Just like I won’t 
remember a lot of what I saw on his 
birthday in the City of David. Someday 
we hope to take him there. But I’ll never 
forget being with Lynn in that Jerusalem 
hotel room, receiving pictures over our 
phones, introducing us to a little boy we 
are now in joy with as well as love. 

This is how I concluded my Thanksgiving 
Eve message two years ago: “If our 
grandchild ever listens to this record-
ing in the future, I want him or her to 
know that in the Thanksgiving season 
preceding your birth, your grandfather 
stood in his pulpit in Memphis and 
publically thanked God for you. And as 
I do, I speak for your grandmother as 
well, your aunts, and even your 11-year-
old uncle.” Our gratitude only grows.

I hope it’s a happy Thanksgiving this 
month for you and yours.

PASTOR’S PENSÉES

Ask me what I remember from visiting 
Jerusalem last year and I’ll tell you what 
happened in Memphis. Unto us a child 
was born, our grandson Huffman.

We got word his mother was in labor as 
we entered the Garden of Gethsemane, 
the place Jesus sweated blood. Maybe 
the closest I’ll ever come to feeling stress 
like that is the day my barely 21-year-old 
son told me a girl was pregnant with his 
baby. (Colson provided some comic relief 
later: “I’m going to be an uncle? At 11!”)

I knew the baby would need grandpar-
ents to love him or her. But would the 
mother, unknown to us then, want me 
applying for the job? She did and has be-
come part of our family.

I chose the Thanksgiving Eve service two 
years ago to tell the church Lynn and I 
were grandparents in waiting. Paul’s 
word to the Thessalonians was my text: 
Give thanks in all circumstances. Need I  
underscore “all”? It’s easy to be grateful 
when gifts are delivered pleasantly, but 
pain can also be God’s courier. Beauty for 
ashes requires something burn down, in 
this case that little shed in which I stored 
all my uncomplicated versions of how 
family life should go. 

A ministry leader I knew in college had 
a son with Down syndrome. When they 
discovered the condition prenatally, they 
shared it with family and friends. Some 
expressed sorrow. “What is there to be 
sorry about?” he would say to them. 
God was giving them a son to love and 
be loved by, the son He wanted them to 
have, just as he was.

Frederick Buechner referred to Jacob 
walking with a limp after his night spent 
wrestling God, as “the magnificent  
defeat.” Addiction cycles, intractabil-
ity, children born out of wedlock—many 
experience these things as kinds of  
defeat. But if God is always doing more 
than we know, something magnificent 
can emerge from what seems like defeat.  

Huff the Magnificent
by Cole Huffman

P. D. East was a journal-
ist from yesteryear. An 
agnostic who held the 
church responsible for 
racism in the South, 
East could be aggres-
sive with Christians. In 
Brother to a Dragonfly, 
Will Campbell says East 
badgered him once as 
they drove through Mis-
sissippi: “In ten words 
or less, what’s the 
Christian message? Let 
me have it! Ten words!” 
Campbell, a Methodist 
minister, replied: “We’re 
all bastards, but God 
loves us anyway.”

It was an arrow of an answer, because 
what Campbell didn’t know was that 
East was born to a single mother who 
didn’t want him. East didn’t find that 
out until he was 21, when his mom, who 
adopted him, finally told him about 
his origins. East bore that as a stinging 
shame all his life.

The circumstance of birth is no longer 
held over people like it used to be. On 
one hand this reflects how unremark-
able the splintering of the family has 
become, on the other it reflects gains 
in common grace. We’re all bastards, 
but God loves us anyway also preaches 
to two-parent households. I consider 
it one of the best gospel presentations 
I’ve ever heard, not just for its succinct-
ness, but because it says God is a relent-
less father whose grace legitimizes each 
and all of us in Christ. 

My grandson has been born into a 
godly heritage. David thanked God 
for that this way: “You’ve always  
taken me seriously, God, made me  
welcome among those who know and 
love you” (Psalm 61:5 MSG). That forms 
a prayer for Huff—that he’ll always 
be at home among God’s people. His 
mother honored us by making his first 
name our surname. Huff’s middle name 
is Richard, which is mine also, as well 
as being the first name of my father, 
and Huff’s mom’s two grandfathers. 



Thanksgiving Eve Soup Supper  
and Service 
Wednesday, November 27 
5:00 p.m. Supper, Fellowship Hall 
6:00 p.m. Service, Sanctuary
Join us for a night of thanks! Soup and 
cornbread will be served at 5:00 p.m. 
(donations accepted). The service will  
fol low at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

CHURCH-WIDE WORSHIP

A Christmas Festival of 
Lessons and Carols  
"Come and Behold Him"
Sunday, December 8 
9:00 and 10:45 a.m. Services
Presented by the Worship Choir,  
orchestra, soloists, and readers.

Join us in this special celebration of 
heartfelt thanksgiving. Music led by 
“The Loftis House: 2everygeneration.”

Join us for popcorn, drinks, and the movie 
An Old-Fashioned Thanksgiving.

Contact Cathy Graham at 685-1028.

Contact Rhonda Finfrock ar 683-0757 or 
rhondafinfrock@comcast.net.

Annual Congregational Meeting
and Dessert Fellowship
Sunday, November 10 
6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
The Annual Congregational Meeting will  
include the Session, Missions, and  
financial reports, the election of the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the 
Congregation, and voting on a proposed 
change* to the Church Constitution.

VBS Revisited: ROAR! will be provided for 
children age 3.5 through 5th grade during 
the meeting. Nursery will be provided for 
children birth through age 3.5.

Please plan to attend this time of  
fellowship, and hear what God is doing in 
the life of First Evan. *To view proposed 
change, visit: www.firstevan.org/ 
congregational-meeting.

Guided Prayer:  
Project Life Preservers
Sunday, January 5, 12:15 p.m., E236
Project Life Preservers 
is a prayer ministry 
for parents of ado-
lescent and adult 
children (16+) whose 
children are not 
walking with the Lord or may be  
struggling in their walk with Him. We 
pray the Scriptures for our children, 
trusting that in His time, He will draw 
them to Himself.  We will meet the first 
Sunday of each month in room E236  
immediately following the morning 
worship service at 12:15 p.m. for  
approximately one hour. A scrip-
ture guide will be provided. For more  
information, contact Doris Shifflette, 
240-0294. Register at www.firstevan.org/ 
projectlifepreservers.

Eternal Joy | Saturating Life &

Speaker: John Piper | Friday, November 8 
7:00–9:00 p.m., Sanctuary
This special event is hosted by Bethle-
hem Seminary, which has a campus in  
Memphis. For details and tickets, visit 
www.firstevan.org/eternal-joy.

Ministry in the Glory of Jesus 

WOMEN

Women’s Ministry  
Christmas Dinner Ticket Sales 
Sunday, November 10 
8:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall; Cost: $15
We are excited to bring in Sandra  
McCracken, singer/songwriter,  for a night  
of Christmas celebration on Thursday, 
December 5, 6:00 p.m. at the Memphis 
Hilton. For more information, visit  
www.firstevan.org/christmas-dinner.

 
It was a weekend full of laughter, relaxation, fellowship, good conversations, rich 
worship, great food (no cooking), and spiritual refreshment from our guest speaker 
Judy Dunagan on drawing near to God through prayer. As one young mom said,  
“I just don’t want to miss out because it’s so good for me physically and emotionally. 
I come back feeling refreshed and like I can breathe again and be a better mom, wife, 
and friend. It’s one of those things I never knew I needed until I went one year.” 
Judy spurred us on in prayer. One of her comments was, “I don’t want to just talk 
about prayer; I want to be a pray-er.” Thanks to the committee and all who made this 
weekend a blessing to all 98 women who came!

Monday, November 18 
1:00 p.m., Chapel

LLL Movie Day

ADULTS

Saturday, November 2 
11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Monday, November 4, 10:00 a.m., Chapel

Thursday, November 21 
10:00 a.m., Gym Lobby

"Thanksforgiving" Senior Luncheon

ACT II Widows Fellowship

He Cares

CARE

Girls' Getaway "Drawing Near"



Thanksgiving Offering 
Donations: November 10–December 1
Part of our Thanksgiving tradition is to 
collect an offering to be sent as a Christ-
mas gift to our First Evan missionaries. 
Designate "Thanksgiving Offering" on your 
tax-deductible check to First Evan,  or give 
online www.firstevan.org/giving and  
select Thanksgiving Offering.

International Brunch 
Sunday, December 8
10:20 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Bring your international friends to 
A Christmas Festival of Lessons and 
Carols at 9:00 a.m., followed by a  
reception in their honor.
 "I Am Sending You"  
Global Missions Conference 
February 21–24
Speaker: Andrew Scott, CEO of  
Operation Mobilization USA 
Special Music: Proskuneo and 
First Evan musicians

Child Dedication 
Sunday, December 1 
10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
To participate in dedicating your child,  
register by Sunday, November 17 at 
www.firstevan.org/childdedication.

Each year during the holiday season the 
elementary students have celebrated 
the Advent season by participating in 
a service project. This year we have a 
clothing collection of school uniform 
pants for Cornerstone Prep in 
Binghampton. Please send new or gently 
used child-sized pants in black, khaki, 
or navy with your child to Sunday 
School. Email Kelsey Berry at kberry@
firstevan.org for more information.

Waiters needed for Women's Christmas Dinner
Thursday, December 5, 5:00 p.m., Memphis Hilton
Men, if you would like to serve the First Evan ladies, please 
contact Jacki Stieferman at 682-8452, or jstieferman@
firstevan.org. If your wife is attending the dinner and you 
would like to serve in the area around her table, we will need 
to know her table number. The attire is dark pants, white 
shirt, and a "Christmassy" tie. This is one of our favorite 
traditions, and we'd love to have you join us.

MEN

God At Work: Unprecedented Gospel Movement 
By Jeri Little, First Evan Missionary, Novo 
For nearly a decade Novo (formerly CRM) has served along-
side Nadim Costa and his Near East Organization (NEO) team 
in an unprecedented gospel movement in the Middle East. 
Each week nearly 125,000 people participate in over 10,000  
Discovery Bible Studies throughout the region. Most are Muslims 
who have come to Christ through this ministry. NEO currently 
has 105 full-time staff and over 700 volunteers with a multi-
faceted ministry including ministering to women, children, 
and families, distribution of food and medicine, job counseling, 
training and equipping leaders in trauma counseling, and  
deploying U.S. medical/dental teams among refugee camps. 
  
As you might expect, this Kingdom gain 
has not come without cost. As the stream of  
Muslims becoming followers of Jesus swells, 
Muslim leaders are ramping up counter- 
measures to stem the tide. Persecution is on the 
rise and becoming more vehement. In Egypt, 
our largest work, the police recently rounded 
up two believers for interrogation. Refusing 
to renounce Jesus, both were murdered with 
electric shock, but the cause of death was listed 
as natural. This is seen as an honor killing in  
Islam. Elsewhere, a former Imam, now a believer, had his apartment door set on fire 
while he was leading a Bible study inside. However, each outbreak of persecution is 
typically mirrored by the in-breaking power of the Holy Spirit. Providentially, the 
purely evil nature of Islam/ISIS serves to fuel and foster the cause of Christ. 
 
We seek to expand the Gospel’s reach into northern Iraq (Kurdistan). Targeted by 
ISIS for genocide in that region, some 12,000 Yazidis were slaughtered. Thousands 
of Yazidi girls and women were taken as ISIS sex slaves. NEO has been working to  
provide Christian trauma counseling and aid to these people. However, ministry 
there is hampered by heightened tensions. Our first planned medical trip there 
was postponed. Turkey’s latest military incursion into northern Syria may prevent  
access when it is most needed. But we press on as God is at Work. We praise God for 
First Evan and your faithful partnership with us in the Middle East.

MISSIONS

RECREATION

Join Our Gym!
Our online application is now live! If 
you are a church member, referred by 
a church member, or you work in the 
Ridge Lake/Ridgeway Loop business park, 
you can join our gym for a one-time 
$10 fee. After you sign up, come to the 
Recreation Desk to have your ID made. Go 
to www.firstevan.org/joinrec to sign up.  

Samaritan's Purse:  
Operation Christmas Child 
Collection: now–Sunday, November 10
Collect shoebox gifts—filled with fun 
toys, school supplies, and hygiene 
items—to be delivered to children in 
need around the world to demonstrate 
God’s love in a tangible way. Visit  
www.firstevan.org/occ.

KIDS

Mother’s Day Out Ministry— 
Teachers and Subs For Hire
Mondays and Thursdays; Age groups:  
Infants (8 week-olds)–PreK (4/5 year-olds)  
All potential employees must have  
references, background checks, and 
child safety training. Experience work-
ing with children preferred. Email mdo@ 
firstevan.org for application and to 
schedule interview or call 328-1919.

Pants Drive 
Now–Sunday, December 15

http://www.firstevan.org/childdedication
mailto:jstieferman%40firstevan.org?subject=
mailto:jstieferman%40firstevan.org?subject=
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December 
 1 Communion | Child Dedication 
 2  Caregivers Christmas Dinner  7:00 p.m., Chapel 

 3  ACT II Widows Fellowship Christmas Luncheon  11:00 a.m., University Club of Memphis 

 4  Last Day of Student Ministries Midweek  

 5 Women's Christmas Dinner  6:00 p.m., Memphis Hilton 

 8 A Christmas Festival of Lessons and Carols  9:00 and 10:45 a.m. Services 
  (No Sunday School; Childcare: 2 years old and under; No Children's Church) 
  International Brunch  10:20 a.m., Fellowship Hall  | World Prayer Focus  5:30 p.m., Chapel  

 8–10 Finals Coffee House  7:00 p.m.–12:00 a.m., Gym Area 

 14 "Angels We Have Heard On High" Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall  

 15 Children's Christmas Celebration   9:30 a.m. Sunday School, 10:45 a.m. Service  

 16 LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel  

 22  Regular Worship Service   10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 

  (No Sunday School; Childcare: 2 years old and under; No Evening Service) 

 24 Christmas Eve Service with Children's Nativity   5:00 p.m., Sanctuary (No Childcare) 

 24–25 Church Closed for Christmas 
 29  Regular Worship Service   10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 

  (No Sunday School; Childcare: 2 years old and under; No Children's Church; No Evening Service) 

 31 Church Offices Open Until 5:00 p.m. | Passion Conference  Atlanta, GA

November 
 2  "Thanksforgiving" Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall  
 3 Daylight Saving Time Ends 2:00 a.m. (Fall Back) | Communion 
  Missions Lunch: Serbia  12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 4 ACT II Widows Fellowship 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
 8 Eternal Joy | Saturating Life & Ministry with John Piper 7:00–9:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

 10 Women's Ministry Christmas Dinner Ticket Sales  8:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

  Annual Congregational Meeting and Dessert Fellowship  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

 11 Elder/Deacon Meeting 

 20 Last Midweek Fellowship Meal and Activities 
 21 He Cares  10:00 a.m., Gym Lobby 
 24 Leaders Meeting  4:30–5:30 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room (E125)  
 27  Thanksgiving Eve Soup Supper & Service 5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall | 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

 28–30 Thanksgiving Holiday (Church offices are closed)

facebook.com/firstevan 
@firstevan 
vimeo.com/firstevan 
soundcloud.com/firstevan 
@firstevan735

www.firstevan.org/church-wide-subscriptions

www.firstevan.org/watch

For iOS: www.firstevan.org/ios-app 
For Android: www.firstevan.org/android-app

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES

DOWNLOAD OUR APP

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 
His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel


