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Worship and repentance pace “a long obe-
dience in the same direction.” Peterson is 
credited with originating that phrase, but 
he baptized it out of Friedrich Nietzche’s 
Beyond Good and Evil: “The essential thing 
‘in heaven and earth’ is…that there should 
be a long obedience in the same direction; 
thereby results, and has always resulted in 
the long run, something which has made 

life worth living.” 

Peterson kept a lot 
of us from becoming 
practical Nietzcheans–
hating the church for 
its weakness and hy-
pocrisies while making 
our living from it. It’s 
an occupational hazard 
for professional Chris-
tians. I would go to a 
Peterson book when I 
thought I wanted out of 
the church. He’d send 
me back in every time. 
And not just back in, 
but back in wanting to 
be a truer servant, nev-
er a user, of the Lord’s 
people. From Peterson 

I learned that the church, every church, is 
“equal parts mystery and mess.”

I’ve had many guides in Christ but not 
many fathers, so I take this space to pay 
homage to one. The next verse in 1 Cor-
inthians 4, Paul says, “I urge you, then, be 
imitators of me.” (The Message: “I’m not, 
you know, asking you to do anything I’m 
not already doing myself.”) For almost 
three decades in ministry now, I’ve been 
a poor imitation of the literary pastor I 
found in Peterson.

But there are many of us in pastoral min-
istry today with five smooth stones for the 
work. Many of us are practicing resurrec-
tion. We’re leaping over walls, working 
the angles, and running with the horses 
because God used Eugene H. Peterson’s 
honest writing to vocationally form us. It 
is no overstatement to say I don’t think 
I would be an evangelical pastor today if 
not for him.

PASTOR’S PENSÉES

“For though you have countless guides in 
Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I 
became your father in Christ Jesus through 
the gospel.” (1 Corinthians 4:15)

I consider Eugene H. Peterson a father in 
Christ. I’ve never met him, and will not 
this side of Heaven. As I write this, he is 
in hospice care. 

Many have contributed to my pastoral 
formation, but from him I learned to be a 
literary pastor. That’s not one who writes 
scholarly or reads widely, though Peter-
son blessed both for me. It’s not habitu-
ally communicating at “a cut above pew 
level,” as Peterson once put it. What it 
is can be illustrated by drawing a differ-
ence between literary fiction and popu-
lar fiction. 

Popular fiction is driven by plot. It is 
more or less just a story. Don’t ask ques-
tions of it. It’s the book equivalent of 
comfort food. Call it light/vacation/
mindless reading. 

Literary fiction probes the reader. It will 
examine the character of the people in-
volved in the story. As Bret Lott puts it 
in Letters and Life, “Literary fiction con-
fronts us with who we are and makes us 
look deeply at the human condition.”

Peterson was a literary pastor. He con-
cerned himself with the character of pas-
toral ministry. Before The Message, his 
famed Bible translation, pastors knew 
Peterson as a fellow pastor writing to us 
about pastoral ministry in North America. 
He made us look deeper at our calling. 

Thank You,  
Eugene Peterson
by Cole Huffman

I’ve been asked if it’s okay to read The 
Message. In my experience under the in-
terdenominational big tent, questions 
like that have the ring of fundamentalist 
influence, which Peterson left behind him 
as a young man. I thought I had too, but 
I still find it in my default settings. Just 
recently I second-guessed blessing some-
one’s steady diet of The Message in their 
Bible reading. Shouldn’t 
I have recommended a 
more hearty alphabet 
soup (ESV, NAS, NIV)?

That’s why I’ve needed 
Peterson all these years. 
I’m not the ecumenist 
he was, nor do I desire 
to be. But in his writing 
my tribalism was con-
fronted. I came up in 
churches where the ac-
cent was always on Jesus’ 
will. From Peterson I got 
the complement of Jesus’ 
way. In this I was like the 
lady he remembers from 
his youth, who puttered 
around her spacious 
house with the shades 
always drawn. He wanted to throw the 
windows open for her. 

He did the pastoral equivalent of that for 
me. Peterson called any pastor who would 
listen away from the gospel according to 
America. He stuck a pin in every aspira-
tion to climb the ladder or find greener 
grass everywhere but where God sent me. 
He called our bluff in this because pas-
tors, like Jonah, head for Tarshish way 
too easily. 

But he did it by engaging our imagina-
tion, not railing at us. Peterson called 
repentance “the first word in Christian 
immigration, [that] sets us on the way to 
traveling in the light. It is a rejection that 
is also an acceptance, a leaving that de-
velops into an arriving, a no to the world 
that is a yes to God.” He called worship 
“the strategy by which we interrupt our 
preoccupation with ourselves and attend 
to the presence of God.”



We will have special performances by our Children’s CRASH! Trash Can Band and our 
Awana kids. The Congregational meeting will include the Session, Church Mission 
Board, and financial reports, and the election of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of 
the Congregation. VBS Revisited: Shipwrecked will be provided for children 3.5 through 
5th grade during the business portion of the meeting. Nursery will be provided for 
children birth through age 3.5.

Please make plans to attend this time of fellowship and updates on what God is 
doing in the life of First Evan.

Nursery: Birth–2 years old Immediately Following
the Meeting

Performances By:
Programming: PreK–5th grade

A First Evan Trash Can Band

First Evan Awana Kids

FOR THE KIDS DESSERT FELLOWSHIP

Revisited!

Come see what God is doing in the life of First Evan!

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING & Dessert Fellowship
Sunday, November 11, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary

Annual Congregational Meeting and Dessert Fellowship 
Sunday, November 11, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary

Thanksgiving Eve Soup Supper  
and Service 
Wednesday, November 21 5:00 p.m. 
Supper, Fellowship Hall 6:00 p.m. Service, 
Sanctuary
Join us for a night of thanks! Soup and 
cornbread will be served at 5:00 p.m. 
(donations accepted). The service will  
fol low at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

CHURCH-WIDE
Robert & Bridget Johnson 
2346 Spring Hollow Ln. 
Germantown, TN  38139

Welcome, New Members!

Thanksgiving Offering 
Donations accepted November 18–25
Part of our Thanksgiving tradition is to 
collect an offering to be sent as a Christ-
mas gift to our First Evan missionaries. 
Designate "Thanksgiving Offering" on your 
tax-deductible check to First Evan,  or give 
online www.firstevan.org/giving and  
select Thanksgiving Offering.

World Prayer Focus 
Sunday, November 18, 5:30 p.m., Chapel
Spend time praying in table groups for the 
world, concentrating on areas experienc-
ing upheaval and persecution, as well as 
our country and city.

Save the Date:  
International Brunch 
Sunday, December 9
10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Bring your international friends to 
A Christmas Festival of Lessons and 
Carols at 9:00 a.m., followed by a  
reception in their honor.

MISSIONS

 
Exalted Among the Nations  
Missions Conference 
February 22-25, 2019
Speaker: Ronnie Stevens     
Special Music: Proskuneo

WORSHIP
Sunday Evening Service   
Sundays, 6:00 p.m., Chapel
Join us for worship and a message from 
Seth Stevens on the series The Zeal of the 
Redeemed from Titus.

A Christmas Festival   
of Lessons and Carols  
"God with Us, 
the wondrous mystery " 
Worship Services
Sunday, December 9, 9:00 and 10:45 a.m.
Presented by First Evan Worship Choir, 
orchestra, soloists, and readers.

CARE   Details at www.firstevan.org/care.

Volunteers Needed: 
His Touch Ministry
Do you have a heart for the needy, the  
elderly, or the lonely? His Touch is a 
visitation ministry to the homebound. 
Currently, we are in need of volunteers 
to share the love of Christ with those 
who are unable to join in our regular 
church fellowship due to age or illness. 
To join this team of visitors, or to 
receive more information, call or text 
Linda Lambert at 832-9314 or email 
elamb39353@aol.com.

He Cares   (Ministry for the homebound)
Thursday, November 29 
9:30 a.m., Soltau Center
Contact Rhonda Finfrock at 683-0757 
or rhondafinfrock@comcast.net.

ACT II Widows Fellowship   
Monday, November 5
A Thanksgiving Feast, 10:00 a.m. Chapel.  
RSVP to Cathy Graham at 685-1028.



KIDS

Samaritan's Purse:  
Operation Christmas Child 
Drop off week is November 12–19
The Samaritan’s Purse project Opera-
tion Christmas Child collects shoebox 
gifts filled with fun toys, school sup-
plies, and hygiene items to be delivered 
to children in need around the world 
to demonstrate God’s love in a tan-
gible way. For many of these children, 
the shoebox is the first gift they have 
ever received. Delivered into the hands 
of children through local churches,  
every shoebox gift is an opportunity to 
share about Jesus Christ and God’s love. 
Shoeboxes will be available for pickup 
now through November 18. First Evan 
will be a local drop-off site again this 
year. Volunteers are needed to help load 
and unload boxes, greet people, fill out 
paperwork, and pray over the boxes dur-
ing drop-off week, November 13–19.

Pack a
Shoebox!

To volunteer, please contact Kim Bouck 
at artbou@bellsouth.net. For more  
information or to fill a shoebox online, 
visit www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.

Child Dedication:  
Sunday, November 25 
10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
If you wish to dedicate your child, 
please register at www.firstevan.org/
childdedication no later than Sunday, 
November 11.

ADULTS

"ThanksFORgiving" 
Senior Luncheon 
Saturday, November 3 
11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
We are a grateful people and are blessed to 
have each other. Ken and Rachael Boer will 
provide music. 

Waiters needed for Women's  
Christmas Dinner
Tuesday, December 4, 5:00 p.m. 
Hilton Hotel (just down the street  
from First Evan)
Men, if you are available Tuesday, December 
4, and would like to serve, please contact 
Jacki Stieferman, 682-8452, or jstieferman@
firstevan.org to sign up. If your wife is 
attending the dinner and you would like to 
serve in the area around her table, we will 
need to know her table number. 
 
We will meet at the Hilton at 5:00 p.m. 
The attire is dark pants, white shirt, and 
a "Christmassy" tie. This is one of our fa-
vorite traditions and we'd love to have you 
join us as we serve the ladies of First Evan.

WOMEN

Women’s Ministry  
Christmas Dinner 
Tuesday, December 4 
6:00 p.m., Memphis Hilton 
Ticket sales begin Sunday, November 11 
8:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall; Cost: $15
We are delighted to bring back singer, song-
writer, and speaker, Kelly Minter, for a night 
of Christmas celebration.

MEN

Girls' Getaway
What happens when 130 women get 
away to the Marriott Shoals and Spa in 
Florence, Alabama, for a weekend of 
worship, Bible teaching, and fellowship? 
Lots of laughter, conversations with 
friends, enjoying food you didn’t 
have to cook, worshipping together in 
song, exploring Florence on Saturday 
afternoon, taking naps or walks, and 
taking part in other fun activities. Kerry 
Scheer, our speaker, shared with us 10 
principles to help us stay anchored to 
Christ. A highlight for many was the 
time on Sunday morning to “sleep in” 
and have an extended “Getaway with 
God.” We can’t wait till next year! 

Jr. Grizzlies Basketball  
Season: Saturdays 
December 8–February 16 (9 games) 

RECREATION

Children compete in a relaxed environment 
perfect for the new kid on the block and 
challenging enough for the regular player! 
Games are through ESCRA (East Shelby 
Church Recreation Association). Visit www.
firstevan.org/basketball for more infor-
mation and to register.

Tidings of Comfort and Joy 
Senior Luncheon 
Saturday, December 1, 11:00 a.m. 
Fellowship Hall, light refreshments
RSVP  by Tuesday 11/27 to Susanna Winter 
dswinter@bellsouth.net 487-2819

LLL Movie Day 
November 19 
1:00 p.m., Chapel
Join us for pop-
corn, drinks, and 
the showing of 
The Man Who 
Would Be King.

http://www.firstevan.org/childdedication
http://www.firstevan.org/childdedication
mailto:jstieferman%40firstevan.org?subject=
mailto:jstieferman%40firstevan.org?subject=
http://firstevan.org/basketball
http://firstevan.org/basketball


Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Memphis, TN
Permit 600

735 Ridge Lake Blvd., Memphis, TN 38120 
p: (901) 682-8452 | f: (901) 682-8937  
info@firstevan.org | www.firstevan.org

facebook.com/firstevan 
@firstevan 
vimeo.com/firstevan 
soundcloud.com/firstevan 
@firstevan735

www.firstevan.org/church-wide-subscriptions

For iOS: www.firstevan.org/ios-app 
For Android: www.firstevan.org/android-app

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

CALENDAR

MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS

DOWNLOAD OUR APP

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 

His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Morning Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel December 
 1 "Tidings of Comfort and Joy" LLL Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
 2  Communion   
 3  ACT II Widows | Caregivers Christmas Dinner 7:00 p.m., Chapel 
 4 Women's Christmas Dinner  6:00 p.m., Memphis Hilton 
 9 A Christmas Festival of Lessons and Carols  (No Sunday School) 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. Services 
  International Brunch  10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall  
  Finals Coffee House | Evening Service  7:00 p.m.–12:00 a.m., Gym Area 
 16 Children's Christmas Celebration   9:30 a.m. Sunday School, 10:45 a.m. Service 
 17  LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel  
 23  Regular Worship Service   (No Sunday School) 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary  
 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service   5:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
 24–29 Church Closed for Christmas 
 30  (No Sunday School) Regular Worship Service  10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 
 31 Church Offices Open Until 5:00 p.m. 
  Church Closed for New Year's Holiday 
 

November 
 3 "ThanksFORgiving" Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
 4  Daylight Saving Time Ends | Communion   
 5  "A Thanksgiving Feast" ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m., Chapel 
 11 Women's Ministry Christmas Dinner Ticket Sales  8:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall  
                                        Annual Congregational Meeting and Dessert Fellowship  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
 12  OCC Box Collection Week | Deacon/Elder Meeting 
 19 LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 
 14  Last Midweek Dinner and Activities  
 18  Sunday School Leaders Meeting  4:15 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room  
  World Prayer Focus  5:30 p.m., Chapel 
 21  Thanksgiving Eve Soup Supper & Service 5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall | 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
 22–24  Thanksgiving Day Church offices are closed 
 25  Child Dedication 
 29  He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center  
 


