
children, including Caleb, who was baptized 
among us, memorized verses in Awana, went 
on youth trips, experienced the discipleship 
and mentoring of godly men, and played his 
guitar at times in our worship venues. 

But some deep pain has throbbed inside 
him. Whether it is precisely a disease or dis-
order or some toxin of both, this is at least 
the mystery of addiction: why a smart, ath-
letic, musical, mannerly young man—our 
beautiful boy with a bright future—would 
seek a palliative for raging insecurity. As 
if someone with his attributes is insulated 
from existential crisis. That’s what we as-
sume. But people are more complex than 
we often want to recognize.

Someone gave me a definition of patience 
recently: that it is bearing the burden of 
hoping. If you want to know how we are, 
that’s how we are. We are bearing the bur-
den of hoping. We’re not bearing it alone. 
Jesus has put burden-bearers around us 
inside and outside First Evan, people who 
have been this way themselves, people who 
know us well and know how to hold up our 
arms. 

Addiction grips more families than you 
probably think. It’s craziness, but not with-
out opportunities for holiness too. I’m into 
Frederick Buechner’s newest book right 
now, entitled A Crazy, Holy Grace. If I had 
to caption our ordeal, I think that title fits. 
Crazy circumstances. Holy God.

But grace is everywhere. 

If I know anything at this point in my ca-
reer as a parent and pastor, it’s that I want 
to be, and want Caleb and all my children 
and Lynn to be, where the grace is. 
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Caleb, our 21-year-old 
son, has a drug and  
alcohol problem. 

On the inside of his left 
arm, Caleb sports a tat-
too: XL. At first glance it 
looks like “extra large.” 

But it’s actually the Roman numeral for 40, 
as in Psalm 40, a psalm that has long articu-
lated our hope for him. He knows that, and 
as a once-aspiring musician he thought it 
was cool that U2 put Psalm 40 to music on 
their War album (1983), and that Mom and 
Dad pray it for him.

A friend once gave me an apt child-rearing 
analogy. He said on the whole it’s com-
parable to driving a vehicle. During the 
growing up years at home, Mom and Dad 
are in the driver’s seat. We move to the 
backseat when our child is old enough to 
navigate life on his own, yet remains our 
dependent. But then—I’ll employ a Tim 
McGraw lyric—if he takes “a lot of wrong 
turns on the road finding his life,” like go-
ing off-road at full speed, his parents get 
bounced around violently in that backseat. 
Something has to change.

Earlier this year, we didn’t leap from  
Caleb’s life as he sped toward another cliff, 
wheels on fire. But we could stay in his 
backseat no longer. Recently, however, he 
drove back to where he left us to signal he 
needed to go to treatment. Lynn and I are 
here with him now for a few days as I write 
this, in the program for families at our 
chosen treatment center in another part of 
the state.

There is a lot people don’t understand 
about addiction. The Christian community 
doesn’t have a lockstep consensus on what it 
is. Some will insist addiction is a full-on dis-
ease, like diabetes. Others, like Ed Welch, call 
it a “worship disorder.” We’re learning more 
than we ever wanted to know about it, and 
there is a lot to learn. We’re also unlearning  
preconceived notions we had about people 
in its throes. 

XL Grace
by Cole Huffman

I get credited for transparency 
in the pulpit, but this is differ-
ent. This is my son and his life. I 
don’t like this part of our family 
life being public. Privacy is dif-
ferent from secrecy. We never 
“put on” for you at church, but 
like shaking hands with some-
one when yours is bruised, I grimaced in-
side each time someone asked me how Ca-
leb was doing. Parenting a child caught in 
the grip of addiction is a private hell.

With his permission I share this now, but 
I won’t give you the exhaustive list of all 
we’ve been through, as that doesn’t help 
Caleb for you to know details. Suffice to say 
it’s been a broken road, and long. It still is. 

Caleb was named for one of those few 
guys in the Bible about whom, other than 
Jesus, nothing unheroic is ever mentioned. 
Abraham is called three times in Scripture 
“the friend of God,” and yet even Abra-
ham is, in Eugene Peterson’s polite way of 
putting it, “not conspicuous in the human 
qualities that we usually admire.” Abra-
ham’s faults and flaws are there for all to 
see. Not so the biblical Caleb. Of him God 
said he follows Me wholeheartedly.

Our Caleb may yet do that. He may grow 
into his name, as a friend recently prayed 
in my hearing (I appreciated he said “grow 
into,” not “live up to”). Life isn’t cemented 
for you by 21 years of age, thankfully. But 
if Caleb doesn’t grow into his name there 
is still much to live for—for him and for us.

We’ve run a gamut of emotions. Compassion 
is primary now. But this affects everyone in 
our family ongoing. We’re all in recovery. 

A risk we take in making this known is that 
some will think this results from us being 
inept parents somehow. A pastor in Knox-
ville I reached out to recently, who traveled 
the same road with his David that we’re on 
now with our Caleb, reminded me how God 
is a perfect father but His family is a disaster.

A predecessor of mine once thanked our 
church for letting him be a dad. I can say 
the same, with bottomless gratitude. This 
has been a great place to raise each of our 
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Welcome New Members!

Annual Congregational Meeting and Dessert Fellowship

& Service
Thanksgiving Eve Soup Supper

Save the Date: Men's Fish Fry

Save the Date: International Brunch

We will have a time of worship together 
with special performances by our 
Children’s CRASH! Trash Can Band and 
our Awana kids.

The Congregational Meeting will in-
clude the Session, Mission Board, and 
financial reports; and the election of 
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of 
the Congregation.

Join us for a night of thanks! Soup and 
cornbread will be served at 5:00 p.m.  
(donations accepted). The service will fol-
low at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Mes-
sage by Senior Pastor, Cole Huffman.

Operation Christmas Child

Pick up boxes now!
Drop-off week is November 13–19

Sunday, November 12, **Special Time** 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary

Wednesday, November 22
5:00 p.m. Supper, Fellowship Hall

February 13, 2018, 6:00 p.m. with

Sunday, December 10 
10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Memphis Police Director Michael Rallings

Sunday, November 19 
5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall

6:00 p.m. Service, Sanctuary

Nursery: Birth–2 years old Immediately Following
the Meeting

Performances By:
Programming: PreK–5th grade

A First Evan Trash Can Band

First Evan Awana Kids

Come see what God is doing in the life of First Evan!

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING & Dessert Fellowship

FOR THE KIDS DESSERT FELLOWSHIPWORSHIP SERVICE

Revisited!

Maker Fun Factory Celebration will be 
provided for children preschool through 
5th grade during the business portion of 
the meeting. Nursery will be provided for 
children birth through age 2.

Please make plans to attend this time of 
fellowship, worship, and updates on what 
God is doing in the life of First Evan.

Part of our Thanksgiving tradition is to 
collect an offering for our First Evan mis-
sionary families to be sent as a Christmas 
gift. Your tax deductible check should 
be made out to "First Evan"; designate  
"Thanksgiving Offering" or give online: 
www.firstevan.org/giving. Thank you for 
blessing our missionaries!

Are you passionate about missions?  Look-
ing for a place to use your gifts and abilities?  
 
You could be a Missions Ambassador by:

Come learn about and pray for current 
events, our missionaries, and God's work 
throughout our city, country, and world.

Please invite your international friends to  
A Christmas Festival of Lessons and Carols 
followed by a reception in their honor.

MISSIONS

MEN

Thanksgiving Offering

World Prayer Focus

Donations accepted November 19–26

The Samaritan’s Purse project Operation 
Christmas Child collects shoebox gifts—
filled with fun toys, school supplies, and 
hygiene items—to be delivered to chil-
dren in need around the world to dem-
onstrate God’s love in a tangible way. 
For many of these children, the gift-filled 
shoebox is the first gift they have ever re-
ceived. In 2017, Operation Christmas Child 
hopes to collect enough shoebox gifts to 
reach 12 million children in countries 
like Peru, the Philippines, Rwanda, and 
Ukraine. Delivered into the hands of chil-
dren through local churches, every shoe-
box gift is an opportunity to share about 
Jesus Christ and God’s love.

Shoeboxes will be available for pickup 
now thru November 19. First Evan will be 
a local drop-off site again this year. 

Volunteers are needed to help load and 
unload boxes, greet people, fill out pa-
perwork, and pray over the boxes dur-
ing drop-off week, November 13–19.  
To volunteer, please contact Kim 
Bouck at artbou@bellsouth.net. For 
more information or to fill a shoebox 
online, visit www.firstevan.org/occ.

Missions Ambassadors
Missions: the cross-cultural proclamation 
of the Gospel, in word and deed, locally 
and globally.

Advocating for Missions in your 
Sunday School Class and other groups. 
Volunteering to help with Missions 
and Memphis Ministries events. 
Joining a team focused on one of our 
strategic priorities. 

Please contact the Missions Office at 
missions@firstevan.org to get involved. 

1)

2)

3)



Monday, November 6, 10:00 a.m., Chapel
Marti Miller will be the guest speak-
er. Please join us and bring a friend.  
For more information, please contact 
Cathy Graham at 685-1028.

Thursday, November 30, 9:30 a.m., 
Soltau Center

He Cares

                           Contact Rhonda Finfrock at 
683-0757 or rhondafinfrock@comcast.net.

(Ministry for the homebound)

(Visitation ministry)

ACT II Widows Fellowship

A night of worship led by singer/song-
writer Christy Nockels. Ticket sales  
begin Sunday, November 12 at 8:00 
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. For more 
information, visit www.firstevan.org/
christmas-dinner.

WOMEN

Women's Christmas Dinner

Save the Date: A Colorful Day
"Wholehearted Trust"

Tuesday, December 5 
6:00 p.m., Memphis Hilton, Cost: $20

Saturday, February 10, 9:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Registration begins Sunday, January 14.

ADULTS

LLL Movie Day

LLL Senior Luncheon

LLL Senior Luncheon

Monday, November 20 
1:00 p.m., Chapel

Saturday, November 4 
11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Saturday, December 2, 11:00 a.m. (light 
refreshments at 10:30 a.m.),  Fellowship Hall

Monday, December 4, 6:00 p.m., F-Hall
Sundays, 4:00–5:45 p.m., Choir Room
With Orchestra: Saturday, December 9 
9:00 a.m.–noon, Sanctuary

Sunday, December 10, 
 9:00 and 10:45 a.m.

Join us for popcorn, drinks, 
and the movie Love at the 
Thanksgiving Day Parade.

Come join us for turkey and all the fixins, 
and music to bless your ears from some of 
our homeschool children. We are thank-
ful, grateful, blessed. RSVP to Susanna 
Winter at dswinter@bellsouth.net.

There is no better way to begin the 
season where we celebrate the truth of 
the Miracle of Christmas, than with spe-
cial music. We have a concert you will not 
soon forget! Music will be brought to us 
by The Miracles choir from the Baddour 
Center in Senatobia. This invitation is 
open to all. RSVP to Susanna Winter 
at dswinter@bellsouth.net by Tuesday, 
November 28.

"Let Your steadfast love comfort me 
according to Your promise to your 
servant." (Psalm 119:76)
The goal of this new ministry is to touch 
the lives of those of our church fam-
ily who are no longer able to join us in 
the fellowship of worship and service. 
This touch will consist of brief monthly 
visits by teams of two providing hugs, 
baked goods or flowers, prayers, and a 
listening ear. This ministry is for those 
who have a heart for visiting the home-
bound wherever their current home may 
be. For more information about this 
ministry please contact Linda Lam-
bert by text at 832-9314 or email at 
elamb39353@aol.com.

"Thanks-for-giving" 

"The Miracle of Christmas" 

Caregivers Christmas Dinner

CARE

FAMILY

STUDENTS

His Touch

Kids Karnival

Child Dedication
Sunday, November 26
10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
If you would like to participate in the next 
dedication, we recommend you register 
no later than Wednesday, November 15 at 
www.firstevan.org/childdedication.

WORSHIP

360 Weekend is a weekend full of fun and 
worship. A speaker will teach us about 
what it means to be present in an age 
where there are so many distractions. 
Impact (middle school) students will be 
staying at host homes and Crossroads 
(high school) students will be staying at 
the church. All meals and transportation 
will be provided. Cost: $75/student by 
December 31; $85/student by January 19. 
See you there! Sign up online beginning 
Wednesday, November 1 at www.first-
evan.org/students.

360 Weekend January 26–28
(An overnight retreat for students 6th–12th grade)

There's still time! Singers, you are invited 
to sing with the Worship Choir and orches-
tra to present special services celebrating 
the birth of Christ. Attend as many re-
hearsals as possible. Contact Jan Spurlin, 
682-8452 or jspurlin@firstevan.org.

Christmas Choir Rehearsals

A Christmas Festival

 "O Come, Let Us
of Lessons & Carols

Adore Him"
Worship Services

Presented by First Evan Worship Choir 
with Orchestra.

We are a father-led ministry that strongly 
encourages dads to be involved, by serving 
and helping lead. Our scouting program 
was started by First Evan dads over 27 
years ago to develop character, faith, good 
citizenship, and leadership skills for young 
men in a fun, adventurous environment. If 
you’re interested in learning more, feel 
free to drop by one of our meetings. 
For more information, contact Richard 
Marsh at richardmmarsh@yahoo.com.

Boy Scout Troop 276

Cub Scouts (2nd–5th grade) Boy Scouts (6th grade +)

Impact (E226) and Crossroads (E202)
Tuesdays, 6:30–8:15 p.m.

Lots of fun and smiling faces at the Kids Karnival
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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

CALENDAR

 "Thanks-for-giving" LLL Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Communion | Daylight Savings Time Ends (Fall Back) 
ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m., Chapel 
Tippett Basketball Clinic   6:30–8:00 p.m., Gym 

Women's Christmas Dinner Ticket Sales  8:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Annual Congregational Meeting and Dessert Fellowship  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
Deacon/Elder Meeting 
Operation Christmas Child Collection Week 

Midweek Fellowship Dinners and Activities End 

World Prayer Focus  5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 
Thanksgiving Eve Soup Supper & Service  5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall & 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
Church Closed for Thanksgiving 
Child Dedication 
He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center

"The Miracle of Christmas" LLL Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Communion 
ACT II Widows Fellowship  TBD | Caregivers Christmas Dinner  6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Women's Christmas Dinner  6:00 p.m., Memphis Hilton 
A Christmas Festival of Lessons and Carols  (No Sunday School) 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. Services 

International Brunch  10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

College Finals Coffee House 
Deacon/Elder Meeting 
LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 

Church Closed for Christmas 
(No Sunday School) Regular Worship Service  10:45 a.m., Sanctuary  
Annual Christmas Eve Service  5:00 p.m., Sanctuary  
Church Closed for New Year's Holiday 
(No Sunday School) Regular Worship Service 10:45 a.m.
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MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS

DOWNLOAD OUR APP

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and 
magnify His gospel  

in all of life until He comes.”

Morning Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:00–10:15 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:15–10:40 a.m.

Sanctuary

Fellowship Hall


