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but also that hard things become the 
organic material out of which we get 
more of Jesus. This doesn’t make wrong 
things right or bad things good. It means 
everything that can be considered by us 
an enemy/deficit/source of suffering is 
a potential servant to give us more of 
Christ, to give us a meaning to life in Him 
that suffering cannot take away. That is 
good even though the thing itself is not. 

COVID-19 is not good, even if it bears 
unexpected gifts. That is happening in 
certain ways, and counted as blessings.

But don’t be always looking for lessons 
so we can skip to the end and get back to 
normal. Not that lessons are bad; doubt-
less some lessons need to be learned as 
a result of this time. But the people of 
God are distinguished not by our look-
ing to accrue lessons learned, but by our 
looking for the Person of God in Jesus in 
everything. He doesn’t skip to the end 
with us, but walks with us through it all, 
sharing more of His resilience, His com-
passion, His grace, His truth with us, all 
along our way.

D o n’ t  S k i p  t o  t h e  E n d

Romans 8 was a quarantine study for our 
family, led by me at select dinner times. 
We kept things simple, not long or drawn 
out, just a few verses each time and a 
thought or two on each. Ten minutes 
tops unless questions ensued.

The passage contains some of the most 
cherished truths in the Bible. But for be-
ing as cherished as it is, it can also effect 
strong negative reaction if verse 28 is 
used to skip to the end, by which I mean 
trying to wave off a hard time for some-
one, bypass the emotions they’re feeling 
in it, turn their frown upside-down, dis-
pel their confusion, or otherwise treat a 
trauma with dismissiveness by spinning 
Romans 8:28 into another way of saying 
everything’s going to be okay or everything 
happens for a reason.

In a book entitled Everything Happens 
for a Reason: And Other Lies I’ve Loved, 
Kate Bowler, a divinity school professor 
and cancer survivor, writes about what 
she calls “the trite cruelty in the logic 
of the perfectly certain.” She has in view 
Christians who feel the need to minimize 
a hard season or vend solutions, or those 
who are perfectly certain there is a good 
lesson to learn in every hard time. 

Some suggest COVID-19 came about be-
cause God wants to get our attention. He 
wants to shake us up. Everything can go 
back to normal, fine as before, if we’ll just 
learn the intended lesson God is trying 
to teach us. But God doesn’t try to teach. 
If He has a lesson to teach, He teaches 
it such that we get it. We don’t have to 
guess. And when and where He’s taught, 
things don’t usually go back to how they 
were before.

Skipping to the end seeks to draw 
straight linear lines from bad events to 
good outcomes in ways that will make 
sense to us all later on (when every-
thing’s okay again, of course). But we 
cannot always know why this or that hap-
pens or doesn’t, and Christian hope is 

not everything’s going 
to be okay. Much in this 
world is not going to be 
okay for us and others, 
and yet God’s purposes 
for those who love Him 
are ultimately good. 
That is what Christian 
hope is built from, and 
that’s what it means to 
be “more than conquer-
ors,” something Romans 
8 establishes for us. 

To be more than con-
querors means not just 
that God loves us gen-
erally, but that God loves us with a love 
that raises the dead, thereby we know He 
will do everything in and for us that He 
wants to accomplish. God will meet us in 
every hard time, not with lessons neces-
sarily—maybe sometimes—but always 
with Himself. If we want to skip to the 
end we might miss Him for looking for 
lessons or something else.

I can’t fully explain how God meets us in 
hard times, but I know He does. I remem-
ber reading about Mt. St. Helen’s volca-
nic eruption in Washington State, back 
in 1980. The intense heat decimated 
thousands of acres of surrounding for-
ests. It even melted the soil under thick 
layers of ash. 

The Forestry Service wondered how long 
it would take the forests to recover. But 
what that looked like took a form—lit-
erally—they weren’t expecting. They 
found small patches of green spring-
ing up first: new wildflowers, ferns, and 
grasses. Just patches scattered around a 
barren landscape. Upon closer inspec-
tion the patches were in the shape of elk 
and other animals. Where an elk’s body 
was buried by volcanic ash, that body be-
came the organic material out of which 
lush new forest growth spread. 

That’s weird and wonderful at the same 
time. So is more than conquerors, from 
Romans 8:37. It means not only are we 
loved with a love that raises the dead, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A28&version=ESV
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Happens-Reason-Other-Loved/dp/0399592067
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Happens-Reason-Other-Loved/dp/0399592067
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A37&version=ESV


CHURCH-WIDE N e w  o n  S t a f f

S u m m e r  R e f r e s h m e n t s
We will offer a few groups this summer for fellowship and encourage-
ment via an online format. To view a list of offerings or to register visit 
www.firstevan.org/refreshments. Register today. Questions: Contact Sharon 
Mrok at smrok@firstevan.org.

There’s a lot of confusion and uncer-
tainty in the world right now. We’re all 
feeling it.

We believe that the principles taught 
in Financial Peace University are more 
important now than ever. But we also 
don’t want anyone worried about 
getting sick by coming to class. 

That’s why we are offering our next 
FPU class as a virtual class. Class 
members will watch the video lessons 
on their own before joining a video 
chat for discussion together.

You need to register and purchase your 
materials beforehand. Sign up today at 
http://www.fpu.com/1118350.

Join us on Facebook for led prayer. 
The National Day of Prayer exists to  
mobilize unified public prayer for 
America. Click here to pray with us.

 

I am a (very) recent graduate of  
Mississippi State University with a  
degree in communication and an em-
phasis in public relations. I have a pas-
sion for people, relationships, creativity, 
travel, and stories. I have called Mem-
phis home for my whole life, and I am so 
excited to be moving back for the fore-
seeable future for my internship with the 
college ministry and as I prepare to get 
married in October. I have grown up at 
First Evan and have always felt so served 
by this community of believers and am 
excited to step into this role (even if it 
is in such a crazy time)! I am excited for 
what the Lord has in store in this unique 
season and believe that He can cultivate 
community and fellowship even amidst 
the uncertainty.

V i r t u a l  F i n a n c i a l 
Pe a c e  U n i ve r s i t y
Thursdays, May 28–July 23 
7:00–8:00 p.m., Online

N a t i o n a l  D a y  o f  P r a y e r 
Thursday, May 7 
11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Facebook Live

M o t h e r ' s  D a y  V i d e o
Sunday, May 10

T h e  M a k i n g  o f  M i d w e e k  
Fe l l o w s h i p  M e a l s  w i t h 
J o h n  D a w s o n
Wednesdays, 1:00 p.m., Facebook Live

O n e - Pa g e  G i v i n g

 
For Mother's Day, we'd like to cap-
ture some videos of how the current 
safer-at-home orders have made you 
grateful for moms. Thinking of the 
moms in your life (husbands, you 
can also speak about your wife), what 
did you not notice as much before, 
but you are now very grateful for? 
Submit a video to Chris Godoy at 
cgodoy@firstevan.org by Thursday, 
May 7 (30 seconds or less; hold your 
phone vertically). Be brainstorming 
about a Father's Day (Sunday, June 
21) video as well.

May 6: Sheet Pan Chicken & Black 
Bean Nachos, and Brownies

May 13: Memphis in May Pork Butt, Baked 
Beans, and Ooey Gooey Butter Cake

May 20: Beef Brisket, Cowboy Caviar, 
and Texas Sheet Cake

May 27: Italian Turkey Meatloaf, Par-
mesan Rosemary Smashed Potatoes, 
and Chocolate Pizza

 
Giving is now available on one page. 
If you would like to give online today: 
 
Click here for one-time giving 
 
Click here for recurring giving

S a r a  B e t h  P r i t c h a r d 
C o l l e g e  I n t e r n

https://www.firstevan.org/refreshments
mailto:smrok%40firstevan.org?subject=
http://www.fpu.com/1118350
http://www.facebook.com/firstevan
http://www.facebook.com/firstevan
mailto:cgodoy%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnePageGiving/34
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/33


E l d e r  a n d  D e a c o n  N o m i n e e s
Sunday, May 17 was scheduled to be our Annual Congregational Meeting. It 
looks like COVID-19 is going to postpone that meeting. Among the items of 
business at that meeting would be the election of a slate of elders and deacons 
to the Session and Board of Deacons. Even though we will not meet on May 17, 
we did want to go ahead and get the names of the men on those slates to you 
for you to begin praying through. The current officers will continue to serve 
until we can hold the Congregational Meeting—hopefully in June or early July.  
Stay tuned!

   
Click Here For Nominee Profiles

CHURCH-WIDE (CONTINUED)

ADULTS

D e a c o n  N o m i n e e s
David Coates 
Mike Fergus 
*Jim Graham 
*Lex Hester 
Jonathan Klassy 
Nate Roelofs 
*Jeff Shifflette

S i t t i n g  E l d e r  N o m i n e e s
*Ken Eriksen 
*Eric Furhman 
Joel Scoggins 
John Touliatos

* Returning for a second consecutive term.

F i r s t  E v a n  N E W  A p p
Stay tuned for a new and improved app 
that will replace our current app. We 
hope to get it up and running by the 
end of May.

Church members Dick and Susanna 
Winter visited some of those seclud-
ed during the shelter-in-place time  
especially at Easter. They sang songs, 
prayed, shared a short devotional mes-
sage and fellowshiped, and brought a 
gift of homemade goodies. Susanna 
says they were blessed going and a 
few neighbors who were out walking 
stopped and listened. One opened a 
door and said she enjoyed the singing 
– “You ask me how I know He lives, He 
lives within my heart,” and “Because 
He lives, I can face tomorrow, because 
He lives all fear is gone, life is worth 
the living…”

G o d  A t  Wo r k  T h i s  S e a s o n

MEN

First Evan is offering a 5-week study 
of 1 John. Participants will be sent 
a weekly study guide and will meet 
via Zoom. Buddy Jones will lead the  
discussion. Men can join in at any time, 
even if they miss a week. Email Buddy 
Jones at buddyjones0@gmail.com.

 

M e n' s  B i b l e  S t u d y  w i t h 
B u d d y  J o n e s  v i a  Z o o m
Mondays, May 4–June 1 
7:00–8:00 p.m. OR 
Wednesdays, May 6–June 3 
6:30–7:30 a.m.

https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/profile_bulletin_insert_may_2020v2[1].pdf
mailto:buddyjones0%40gmail.com?subject=


MISSIONS
How Can Meg and I Pray for 
You? by David Robbins,  
CEO, FamilyLife Ministry 

Meg and I hope this finds your family 
safe, healthy, and finding new rhythms 
to thrive. I was on the phone last week 
with the wife of a couple who has 
volunteered at Weekend to Remember 
getaways for 23 years. Her husband is 
battling COVID-19, and they have 
some hard decisions ahead. It was 
a privilege to get to pray with her. 
It made me think of First Evan, as a 
close friend of FamilyLife, and what 
you may be going through.  

As a ministry, FamilyLife has been 
navigating new realities and oppor-
tunities. We made the necessary de-
cision to cancel our Weekends to Re-
member this Spring and we believe our 
Fall event season will be impacted in a 

variety of ways also. However, I am 
proud of the ways our team is inno-
vating and responding to families’ 
needs. We have launched a new video 
platform called FamilyLife TV and we 
have seen a 500% increase in video  
engagement. You can check out some 
of the #HomeIsntCanceled resources at  
www.familylife.com/notcanceled. 
 
In all the difficulties and unknowns in 
this season, I am most grateful for how 
God is using this time to catapult our 
vision of finding and fueling a tribe of 
families who are impacting their corner 
of the world.  We know if we are going 
to reach “every home,” it means mobi-
lizing local lay leaders to make disciples 
in their community. (II Timothy 2:2)

 
As hard as navigating the coming year 
will be in many ways, we are seeing 
families hunger for God and grow-
ing together more than we have in a 
long time.  Our prayer is that through 
this season, families will grow closer 
to God, grow stronger together, and 
serve their neighbors with compas-
sion and the gospel. Thank you, First 
Evan, for being a significant part of 
what God is doing in the home. 

Please let Meg and me know any tan-
gible and specific ways we can pray for 
you, your families, and your businesses! 

Wa n t  t o  C h a n g e
t h e  W o r l d ? 

P R AY

Wa n t  t o  C h a n g e
t h e  M u s l i m  W o r l d ? 

P R AY

2 0 2 0  S h o r t -Te r m
M i s s i o n  Tr i p s 

P R AY

Whether we will be physically together 
or in a group Zoom call, we will meet 
and pray. Join us as we pray for our 
missionaries and the people to whom 
they minister. We will pray for the 
nations, including our own, for the many 
spiritual and physical needs, especially 
in this pandemic environment. We 
believe our prayers make a difference! 

Join Christians around the world in 
praying for our Muslim neighbors 
who are observing Ramadan, a time 
of prayer and fasting. Pray that bil-
lions of people who follow Muham-
mad will have the chance to know 
and follow Jesus. (Sign up to pray 
here) (30 Days of Prayer Guide: 
For adults | For kids) Or, contact 
missions@firstevan.org for assistance.

 

All spring and summer Short-Term 
Mission Trips have been canceled. 
There may be an opportunity for trips in 
the fall, but these are pending our abil-
ity to send and our ministry partners’ 
ability to receive teams. Regardless, 
please pray for our ministry partners 
who would have been receiving encour-
agement and teaching from our people. 
These partners are The Nepal Gospel 
Centre (Nepal), Konnect Foundation 
(India), Integrity Life (Czech Republic),  
Justice & Mercy Amazon (the Amazon 
River basin), and Kreativity (Ukraine). 

 

Wo r l d  P ra ye r  Fo c u s
Sunday, June 7, 6:00–7:00 p.m., Zoom

30 Days of Prayer April 24–May 23

http://www.familylife.com/notcanceled
https://prayercast.com/love-muslims-landing.html
https://prayercast.com/love-muslims-landing.html
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/30_days_of_prayer_2020_--_muslim_world_prayer_guide_.pdf
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/30_days_of_prayer_2020_--_muslim_world_prayer_guide_-_just_for_kids.pdf
mailto:missions%40firstevan.org?subject=


Fe e l i n g  d i s c o n n e c t e d ? Our Keep In Touch schedule is updated weekly, but this is a typical week. Click here 
each day for the latest. Click here to manage your church-wide email subscriptions.

KEEP IN TOUCH

https://www.firstevan.org/keep-in-touch
https://www.firstevan.org/keep-in-touch
https://www.firstevan.org/church-wide-subscriptions


Fo r  t h e  K i n g d o m  C a m p :  M i d S o u t h  Fo o d  B a n k  D i s t r i b u t i o n 
Tuesday, May 5, 9:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m., 4100 Raleigh Millington Road, Memphis

M o b i l e  Fo o d  D r o p - O f f 
Sunday, May 3, 4:00–5:00 p.m., First Evan Portico

V i t a l a n t  B l o o d  D r i v e 
Wednesday, May 6, 11:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m., Gym

SERVING OUR CITY

Volunteers are needed in 90-minute shifts to organize, pack, and load boxes of food for Memphis residents. Click here to 
sign up. All volunteers should wear a mask and gloves.

We are collecting food donations for Christ's Community Church to serve their South Memphis neighbors. Click here to 
find a list of items being collected. To maintain social distance, you can bring your items to First Evan under the portico 
entrance and we will remove them from your trunk.

In support of our local community, First Evan will be hosting a blood drive. Vitalant (formerly LifeBlood) needs to collect 
300 or more units of blood each day to meet the needs of the Memphis area. Blood supply is lower than usual during this 
season. Some of us feel limited in how we can help and serve during this pandemic. Your selfless act of being a blood donor 
will make a difference!
 
You may immediately wonder if giving blood is safe and/or responsible during our current pandemic. Please read the af-
firmation below from FEMA Administrator, Peter Gaynor:

“Just as the social distancing guidance recommends that it’s okay for people to leave home for necessities like groceries, or a 
doctor’s visit, or the pharmacy—donating blood is a necessity. Donating blood is a safe process. Blood drives have the highest 
standards of safety and infection control.” 

 
We are also taking additional precautions to ensure the safety of this event.

• We have chosen to host the blood drive in the gym so that we can effectively adhere to social distancing guidelines.
• Vitalant staff will conduct a health screening in the gym lobby before granting you access to the gym to donate blood.

 
We only recommend the following people give a blood donation at this time:

• Those who are not experiencing or demonstrating any symptoms of illness
• Those who do not have compromised health circumstances
• Those who do not live with people with compromised health circumstances

 
Please click this link to make your lifesaving appointment. We have 36 slots available, and appointments are strongly 
encouraged, so that we can potentially schedule additional appointments.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4caaa622abfc1-feed1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4caaa622abfc1-feed1
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4ea5a622abfb6-may3mobile
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4ea5a622abfb6-may3mobile
https://www.bloodhero.com/index.cfm?group=op&step=2&opid=931200&opidh=D5F5CD6504440DB1FEDA360AF7C6D021&idt=43937.4376852


KIDS STUDENTS

To  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o u r  F E C  K i d s  l i ve s t r e a m  s e r v i c e  C L I C K 
H E R E  a t  1 0 : 3 0  a . m .  o n  S u n d ay  m o r n i n g s  t o  b e  c o n n e c t e d .
Our livestream will include greetings from Sunday School teachers, worship 
led by FEC Kids, VBS throwback songs and Bible story videos by The Gospel 
Project for Kids.
 
Note: If that time does not work for your family, you can access the service at 
the above link any time until the next Sunday’s service is streamed.
 
For elementary-aged kids: We recommend that you watch the livestream 
service at 10:30 a.m. and then, at some point later in the day, gather your 
family to read the Bible passages (you can help your children learn to navi-
gate their Bibles) and use the Family Discussion Questions provided in the 
“Preparing Your Kids for Worship” weekly email, to help guide discussion. It 
is also helpful to have the Activity Pages on hand for kids to complete dur-
ing the 10:45 a.m. service.
 
For preschool and toddler-aged kids: We recommend that you watch 
the livestream service at 10:30 a.m. and then allow your kids to color the 
Activity Page during the 10:45 a.m. service. After the service, you can use 
the prompts on the right-hand side of the Activity Pages to help guide 
family discussion in an age appropriate way.  
 
Activity Pages for all of our May lessons were mailed out last week and addi-
tional copies can be downloaded here. They are updated each week.

“ K n i g h t s  o f  N o r t h  C a s t l e” 
V B S  2 0 2 0  I s  M o v e d  t o  2 0 2 1 
After much prayer and consideration 
of our current circumstances, we have 
decided to postpone our armor of God 
VBS to June of 2021. We trust the Lord's 
timing and look forward to gathering 
together to study God's word.

VBS  2020 IS MOVED TO 2021

S e n i o r s !
 
You made it to the end of your high 
school career. Countless hours 
of hard work and determination 
have led you to this point. You are 
finally graduating.

I know you never imagined 
that your senior year would 
play out like this. There is so 
much to grieve and many dis-
appointments to process. I am 
praying that you still feel a 
deep sense of accomplishment 
and that you can celebrate with 
joy even in the midst of these 
crazy times.

Take time to reflect over all that 
God has done over the past four 
years and take note of how He has 
prepared you for what is next. I 
am extremely proud of all of you. 

Eli Berry, Common Ground Director

What a senior year! We know 2020 
has really thrown you a curveball 
and disrupted many of your plans. 
Nevertheless, your hard work has 
paid off and you’re still getting 
your degree, albeit with a little 
less pomp and circumstance. 

We’re praying that you still feel 
successful in the midst of this 
because graduating college is 
no small feat, and you should be 
enormously proud. Please know 
we’re proud of you and are cheer-
ing you on as you enter your next 
chapters, whatever they may be. 
And for what it’s worth, your 
senior year has to be one of the 
more memorable on record.

Josh Hudson, College Director

https://www.firstevan.org/watch
https://www.firstevan.org/watch
https://www.firstevan.org/watch

