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Forever's As Far 
As I'll Go
by Cole Huffman

People say if you 
know something well, 
you know it like the 
back of your hand. It 
seems I do not know 

the back of my hand that well after all. I 
wouldn’t be able to draw precisely from 
memory the vein pattern. I can’t say how 
many hair follicles are there.

I do know my gold wedding band has worn 
a smooth circle around the base of my left-
hand ring finger. I’ve loved being married 
to my college girlfriend from Florence. 
Our silver anniversary is May 22.

The words that follow are attributed to 
Elisabeth Elliot, and directed at men 
considering marriage: “You do not marry 
a ministry partner; you marry a person. 
You do not marry someone like another 
man’s wife; you marry your wife. You do 
not marry someone like you; you marry 
a unique woman. And you do not marry 
someone perfect, you marry a sinner.”

That is true even when a marriage is 
great. In fact, it’s the people we love 
most who usually bear the brunt of our 
unvarnished selves, and that’s what you 
get in marriage—the unvarnished self. 
That love bears all things (1 Cor. 13:7) 
does not require denying this: you marry 
a sinner.

But our brand of sinning isn’t the same. 
Lynn and I like to tell the story Mary 
Ann Frazier has often shared. Long ago 
she went to see Dr. Soltau (pastor of our 
church from 1942–1968). Her husband was 
up for deacon. Dr. Soltau asked why she 
had reservations about the nomination. 
Because her husband cussed, she said. Dr. 
Soltau, a proper Englishman who dressed 
in tails, replied, “Well, it sounds like that’s 
just not your brand of sinning.” 

I now pronounce you, sailor and small 
Pharisee, husband and wife. Decades later 

we went right behind them down that aisle, 
which is why we enjoy that story so much.

The ache of marriage, as the poet Denise 
Levertov called it, is that we are side by side 
in a kind of ark. We’re sailing on floodwa-
ters into the end of the age. The world is re-
ally not that hospitable to the married. 

Tolkien, the great English mythmaker, 
referred to a spouse as a “partner in 
shipwreck.” It feels jarring to hear it put 
that way, almost like Tolkien is insulting 
the sanctity of marriage, or that he must 
have had a joyless one himself. He didn’t. 

What Tolkien was getting at is that a hus-
band and wife will not save each other. 
No matter how much Lynn and I love and 
enjoy one another, the saving she and I 
need, we won’t get from each other. 

I sometimes use John 2:1-11 as a wedding 
text. It’s the story of Jesus revealing His 
glory by saving a party from ruin. He 
generously replenished the wine supply 
from water in common washing pots. 
The marriage covenant that the bride 
and groom before me are entering is a 
covenant for a reason. There are times 
one wants out. There are times it feels like 
the wine runs out. Even when a couple 
cultivates their union well the wine will, 
metaphorically, run out on them. They 
will over a lifetime together have their 
share of disappointments with life and in 
one another. 

Even so, for the last quarter-century my 
wife has been to me, as Drew Holcomb put 
it in one of his songs, a novel in a sea of 
magazines. A magazine you move through 
quickly. It’s glossy and dated. You only 
read the old ones seated in waiting rooms. 

But a novel is for immersion. It’s a 
story with plot twists and character 
development. All its pages are bound to 
its cover. And you can reread the great 
ones again and again and gain something 
new every time.

Twenty-five years into marriage, this is 
the experience I am having with the wife 
of my youth. There is no one in the world 

I am more comfortable with. Lynn is my 
better in many ways. 

Superlatives could stretch on for miles. 
Someone we did business with lately 
texted me: “I know you already know this, 
but you have the sweetest wife who has 
ever walked the face of the Earth.” The 
late artist Prince, master of pop falsetto, 
put it fittingly in his song “The Most 
Beautiful Girl in the World,” which is 
Lynn’s ringtone on my phone: You’re the 
reason that God made a girl.

We know our brands of sinning are not 
the same, and we have to laugh about 
it now more than fight over it. We’ve 
experienced in our family the kind of 
brokenheartedness that makes you either 
rip into each other or hold on to one 
another for dear life. For us it is still to 
have and to hold from this day forward.

We were married in a church that would 
not allow “secular” music in the ceremo-
ny. I understand the rationale, but feel 
like those end up being places where Je-
sus would be asked to leave if they catch 
wind of what He might do to the water. 
Anyway, the song they disallowed for our 
wedding was Alabama’s “Forever’s as Far 
as I’ll Go.” But it plays in our marriage: 

I’ve thought about how long I’ll love you 
And it’s only fair that you know, 
Forever’s as far as I’ll go.



CHURCH-WIDE MISSIONS

Various times and locations 
(May, June, and July)
Be part of a small group based on your 
interests, and meet new people while 
learning about a variety of topics. We’ll 
be offering groups for children, men, 
women, and coed. Get a brochure at 
the Information Desks or online. Reg-
ister in the Fellowship Hall begin-
ning Sunday, May 6, or online now at  
www.firstevan.org/refreshments. 

Everyone has a story, and there is one 
story that redeems our stories. Taken 
together, we call these God At Work 
stories. Whenever we tell a God At 
Work story, we’re talking about how 
a redeeming God gives meaning to all 
our life experiences: in the joys and 
pains, the ordinary and extraordinary. 
He wastes nothing. A God At Work 
story may have a happy ending, or not. 
It may still be a work in process. We’d 
like to hear yours. Tell us how you see 
God at work in your life.

A page is available on our website 
for anyone in our congregation to 
tell their story. Go to the drop-down 
menu under Media and choose God At 
Work. Your submission is confidential. 
It doesn’t appear on any public fo-
rum without your permission. We are 
hoping to receive stories we can ask 
you to share on a Sunday morning, to 
your class or the whole church. A God 
At Work committee (names listed on 
website) will review submissions and 
determine if we’d like to hear more 
from you. All are invited to share. 
www.firstevan.org/GodAtWork

Summer Refreshments

National Day of Prayer "Unity"

On the agenda for the meeting is the election of Elders, Deacons, and Church Mis-
sion Board members, who will begin serving in July. Nominee profiles and reports are 
available at each door to the Sanctuary and may also be viewed online. In addition, we 
will be voting on the 2018–2019 church budget. A Dessert Fellowship will immediately 
follow the meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Nursery for birth through age 2. Children's 
programming, Undeserved Gift: Exploring God's Grace (3-year-olds through 5th grade), 
will be provided in the Connect Worship Room (C210/212) during the business portion 
of the meeting. Please make plans to attend this important meeting and time of fellow-
ship. For nominees and reports, visit www.firstevan.org/congregational-meeting.

Sunday, May 20,**Special Time** 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting and Dessert Fellowship

2018 Mission Trips

Cherkassy, Ukraine 
June 15–25 and/or July 1–7 

Queens, New York 
July 21–28 
Team leader: Jill Hopkins, 619-2932 

Bidi Bidi Refugee Camp, Uganda 
August 2–21    Team leaders: Sam and 
Suzie Davis, 493-2167 

Amazon River, Brazil 
Fall 2018 
Team leader: Francie Leslie, 409-2422

Dearborn, Michigan 
(College Students/Adults) 
Late July/Early August 

Mission Memphis  
(Middle and High School students) 
July 8–12    www.firstevan.org/students 

Czech Republic 
July 4–15    Team is full. 

Team leader: Shea Ward, 486-6790

Team leader: Josh Hudson, 647-9854

Team leader: Eli Berry, 461-1770

Please contact a team leader if you 
are interested in any of the following 
opportunities to minister to people with 
the love of Christ. 

These trips are organized for missions 
exposure and training, evangelizing the 
lost, and encouraging our missionaries 
and Nationals. Visit www.firstevan.org/
mission-trips.

Thursday, May 3, 11:30–12:20 p.m., Chapel
"Making every effort to keep the unity 
of the spirit through the bond of 
peace." (Ephesians 4:3) It is time for 
God’s people to humble themselves, 
seek forgiveness, and come together 
to pray for unity, spiritual renewal, 
and revival in America. A Scripture-
based prayer guide will be provided 
that will equip us to pray for America. 
Visit www.nationaldayofprayer.org.

World Prayer Focus

Pray for our city, country, and the 
spread of the gospel around the world. 
www.firstevan.org/prayer

Sunday, May 27
5:30–7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall



STUDENTS

MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

Meet Memphis

Mission Memphis is a local service event 
where students stay at the church each 
night and go to various ministry sites dur-
ing the day to serve the local commu-
nity. In the evenings, students will be en-
couraged to grow closer to God during a 
time of worship and teaching. To register, 
visit www.firstevan.org/students.

Featuring violinist Daniel Gilbert with 
pianist Sally Peebles. RSVP by Tuesday,  
May 1, to Susanna Winter at 487-2819 or 
email dswinter@bellsouth.net.

LLL Movie Day

"Garden Party" Luncheon

Monday, May 21, 1:00 p.m., Chapel
Showing The Secrets of Jonathan Sperry.

Come for the great spaghetti lunch 
and stay for the exciting cake auction! 
All proceeds from the event support 
Mission Memphis, the Crossroads and 
Impact local mission week. During 
Mission Memphis, students will be the 
hands and feet of Jesus and serve at our 
local ministries. You can purchase tickets 
from our middle and high school students. 
If you are interested in baking a cake, 
contact Andrea at alopez@firstevan.org.

Spaghetti Lunch and Cake Auction

Mission Memphis Registration 

Sunday, May 20, 12:00 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall; Cost: $5/person; $25 max

Register by Sunday, May 20; Cost $175
Sunday, July 8–Thursday, July 12

FAMILY

Child Dedication

To dedicate your child, please 
register no later than Sunday, June 3, at  
www.firstevan.org/childdedication.

Father's Day 
Sunday, June 17 
10:45 a.m., Sanctuary

KIDS

ADULTS

CARE Details at www.firstevan.org/care.

Monday, May 7 
10:00 a.m., Meet at church.

Saturday, May 5 , 11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall

ACT II Widows Fellowship

He Cares (ministry to the homebound)
Thursday, May 31, 9:30 a.m., Soltau Center

Meet in the west parking lot at church. 
We will be going to the Memphis Botanic 
Garden for a tram tour. Afterward, lunch 
at Fratelli’s Cafe in the Garden. 

Contact Rhonda Finfrock, 848-1628.

WORSHIP

Now that the school year is coming to an 
end, some people’s schedules will open 
up a little during the ensuing months. If 
you like to sing, please consider joining 
the Worship Choir during the summer 
months as we lead the congregation in 
worship on Sunday mornings.

Rehearsals will take place every 
Wednesday (except July 4) from 
6:15–8:00 p.m. We’ll even feed you 
beforehand! (5:00–6:00 p.m.).

For more information, or to reserve a 
spot for dinner, please  call the Worship 
Office at 682-8452 or email Jan Spurlin at 
jspurlin@firstevan.org.

Summer Choir

On Saturday, April 21, 77 First Evan at-
tenders spread out to serve at six different 
ministry locations across the city: Advance 
Memphis, Child Evangelism Fellowship, Eikon 
Ministries, For the Kingdom Camp, Forgive-
ness House, and World Relief. Some min-
istry projects involved heavy labor, while 
others aimed to build relationships with 
our neighbors across the city. Our ultimate 
hope is that we would seek the shalom of 
our city by making intentional, relational 
connections. If you're interested in finding 
a way to connect with our Memphis minis-
try partners, please email Andrew Beach at  
abeach@firstevan.org.
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CALENDAR
Last Wednesday Night for Student Ministries | Dodgeball Tournament  6:15 p.m., Gym 

National Day of Prayer "Unity"  11:30 a.m.–12:20 p.m., Chapel 

"Garden Party" Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

See the City: Christ's Community Church  10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m., Meet in the First Evan Gym Lobby 

Communion  10:45 a.m., Sanctuary  | Crossroads Senior Dinner  6:30 p.m., Fuhrman's Home 

ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m., Meet in west parking lot of church 

VBS Work Night  6:00–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Child Dedication | Mother's Day (No Evening Service) 

Deacon/Elder Meeting 
VBS Work Night  6:00–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Spaghetti Lunch and Cake Auction  12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall  
Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting and Dessert Fellowship  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel | Orphanos Golf Tournament  Spring Creek Ranch 

World Prayer Focus  5:30–7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Church Closed for Memorial Day 

8th Grade Trip  Six Flags, St. Louis, MO | Crossroads Hiking Trip  Chattanooga, TN 
He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center | VBS Volunteer Training  6:00 p.m. 

Communion  10:45 a.m., Sanctuary  | High School Seniors Promoted to College Ministry 
Missions Lunch: The Himalayan Happening  12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Dive In Pool Party  3:00–5:00 p.m., The Kizer Home (9617 Colthurst Cove, Germantown) 
Youth Summer Camp  Kentucky 

VBS Volunteer Training  6:00 p.m. 

Church Mission Board Orientation 
Deacon/Elder Meeting 
VBS  9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 

Child Dedication | Father's Day (No Evening Service) 
LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 
Popsicles in the Park  10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Riverdale Park 

Student Ministries Summer Activities Begin  6:00–8:00 p.m. (Check Instagram for details) 

Missions Lunch: Lowthers  12:00–1:45 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel 

Pastor's Pals: Skating Party with the Huffmans  12:00 p.m.–2:00 p.m., Cordova Skating Center 

He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 
His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Morning Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel


