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FOCUS
By Cole Huffman

general’s orders to that colonel]. Some men 
just want the fight.” Jared Wilson writes 
about this:

“Why? Because regardless of the supe-
rior command to stand down, regardless 
of the cost, regardless of the impossible 
odds and the foolhardy death that would 
ensue, there is a zeal for battle in some 
that overrides all sense. When you feel 
built for war, when you long for the 
rush of conflict, not warring feels like 
cowardice, uselessness, pointlessness...
We live in crucial times for the church, 
especially in the West. There are skir-
mishes a’plenty, opportunities every 
day to go to war with our neighbors, 
with our brethren, with every Twitter 
rando with an itchy keyboard finger. 
We are called to wage relentless war 
on our sin (Heb. 4:12) and the spiritual 
powers  of  wickedness (Eph. 6:12).  
But not every invitation to battle 
with flesh and blood ought to be ac-
cepted. And rarely should such in-
vitations be given. Those in Chris-
tian ministry ought to especially 
take this to heart. Fighting is some-
times necessary. Liking to fight is not. 
In fact, it is forbidden.”

May I make a modest appeal to the Body 
of Christ? If you’re not a person of peace 
and self-restraint on social media but 
have an itchy keyboard finger, drawn to 
controversy because you convince your-
self you must oppose error but cannot do 
it civilly—would you consider logging off 
for a while? Take a walk. Volunteer some-
where. Visit a shut-in. Prepare a meal for 
a neighbor. Pray. Consider the benefits of 
a spiritual discipline of silence for a season. 

It’ll be good for your soul.

S o c i a l  M e d i a  M a n n e r s

In a gathering of pastors recently, the 
social media manners of church folk 
came up. Were we noticing self-professed 
Christians losing all orientation to peace 
and self-restraint when they get behind 
a keyboard? Shouldn’t we expect more 
from followers of Jesus?

With the exception of the incarnation of 
the Son of God, everything human will 
sooner or later reveal its corruption. So-
cial media is very human. It’s wonderful 
and terrible at the same time. 

Perhaps you’ve seen that commercial 
where a guy is revving his muscle car at 
a red light, goading the commuter beside 
him to drag race: You want to go, bro? I 
don’t want to use social media to have 
a go at anyone, and I hope I’m not self-
righteous about that lack of intensity. I 
keep a low profile online, mainly because 
I don’t fully trust myself online.

All Christians are called to be peaceable 
and practice humility. Do you know the 
story of Diogenes the Cynic? He walked 
the sunny streets of ancient Athens,  
lantern in hand, looking for an honest 
man. He did that because he considered 
human virtue impossible to find (hence: 
“the Cynic”). I feel like that sometimes in  
social media feeds.

Alan Jacobs calls social media “chiefly a 
cesspool” of assorted vanities, particularly 
when it involves political personalities, 
social controversies, and doctrinal  
disputes. To Christians who go online to 
argue, scold, and shame others, Jacobs 
offers these words from the fourteenth 
century Cloud of Unknowing: “The Devil 
chooses to deceive some people in the 
following way. He will marvelously 
inflame their brains with the desire to 
uphold God’s law and destroy sin in 
everyone else . . . They tell them of the 
faults they see, claiming to be impelled to 
do so by the fire of charity and the love of 
God in their hearts; but in truth they are 
lying, for it is by the fire of hell surging in 
their brains and their imaginations.”

The Cloud of Unknowing author would get 
hosed on Twitter for saying that (and for 

being a mystic). But James said essen-
tially the same thing in Holy Scripture: 
“The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil 
among the parts of the body. It corrupts 
the whole body, sets the whole course of 
one's life on fire, and is itself set on fire by 
hell” (Jas. 3:6). 

If you have an unhealthy interest in 
offering correction to others, social media 
is not good for your soul. If you’re easily 
stirred up by what Paul called “ignorant 
controversies” (2 Tim. 2:23), guard your 
soul. You may think you’re being val-
iant for truth, but your gentleness is not 
evident to all (Phil. 4:5) if it’s not evident 
in social media spaces also. 

Relational health is already such a fragile 
thing. One pastor told me about going 
home after church and finding a social 
media post critical of his sermon that 
morning, posted by a member of the worship 
band. He thought they were a team.

It’s not that no one is above correction. 
The healthiest Christians I know will tell 
you how they’ve benefitted from it. But 
the kind of trolling that always checks to 
see whose feet are shod with the gospel 
of their tribe and whose have stepped 
into a pile of perceived liberalism comes 
up from below. James also said peace-
makers sowing in peace reap a harvest of 
righteousness (Jas. 3:18). 

In the World War I movie 1917, the British 
must get stand-down orders to the 
commander of a large advance 
force, lest he send those troops into 
a German ambush. One of the sol-
diers assigned to make the perilous 
delivery is warned: “Make sure there 
are witnesses [when you give the  
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Staff Elder for Care Ministry

Jim and his wife, Joan, have been 
active members of First Evan 
since 1990. Over the years, he has 
served as Chairman of the Deacons,  
Session, and Mission Board. He 
has also served as chairman of the 
boards of the Memphis Leadership 
Foundation and For The Kingdom 
Camp. He currently serves as one of 
our shepherding elders and delivers 
meals with MIFA’s Meals On Wheels 
program, often with a side of his 
homemade cookies.

Jim was born and raised in Arlington, 
TN where he served twelve years 
as an alderman and four years as 
mayor.  A graduate of Bolton High 
School, Memphis State, and the LSU 
Graduate School of Banking, he has 
deep roots in this community. 
 
More than that, Jim has a passionate 
heart for Care Ministry and an even 
deeper passion for sharing the love 
of Christ with those who are hurting, 
lonely, and in need of Christ’s touch.  
Jim’s ministry responsibilities will 
include visiting the sick and home-
bound and helping coordinate other 
ministries to adults at First Evan.
  
With Seth Steven’s move to Cali-
fornia, the immediate reaction was 
to start the search process to bring 
in someone from the outside to fill 
the Care Ministry role. But we real-
ized this area of ministry is highly 
relational and it would take someone 
with no previous ties to First Evan 
a while for those relationships to  
develop. Jim is gifted and committed 
to First Evan and already has estab-
lished roots and relationships with 
many people here. His effectiveness 
in the Care Ministry will be felt from 
day one.

Jim can be reached by at 901-490-
5825 or jhenry@firstevan.org.

L a u g h  O u t  L o u d  f e a t u r i n g 
J a s o n  E a r l s  C o m e d y
Wednesday, March 11
6:30 p.m. (Doors open at 6:00 p.m.) 
First Evan Sanctuary
Invite family, friends, and neighbors to 
a light-hearted comedy night. We will be 
featuring Jason Earls in addition to live 
games, community booths, and dessert. 
Jason is a Dallas Theological Seminary 
graduate, has served as president of the 
American Christian Comedians Associa-
tion, and has performed with Focus on the 
Family for marriage and family enrich-
ment events. We hope you will come out 
and bring someone with you to enjoy this 
wonderful night of fun and merriment!

This event is FREE, but registration is 
preferred: www.firstevan.org/lol

More about Jason: www.jasonearls.com



 
Wednesdays, March 25–April 22, 6:30–8:00 p.m. 

March 25  Introduction (Cole Huffman), Fellowship Hall

April 1   Breakout Groups: Kingdom Culture  
  (D103/105)/Engaged Community (D113/115)

April 8   Breakout Groups: Kingdom Culture  
  (D103/105)/Engaged Community (D113/115)

April 15  Breakout Groups: Intentional Welcome   
  (D103/105)/Cross-Generational 
  Investments (D113/115)

April 22  Breakout Groups: Intentional Welcome   
  (D103/105)/Cross-Generational 
  Investments (D113/115)

M i d w e e k :  E n g a g i n g  O u r  I n i t i a t i v e s

B l o o d  D r i v e   Wednesday, April 1, 4:30–7:30 p.m.; Meet in Fellowship Foyer.
Walk-ins welcome. For details contact Sam Hezlep at 486-6237. 

“ T h e  L o r d ' s  P r a y e r ”  Pa l m  S u n d a y,  A p r i l  5 
WORSHIP SERVICES   9:00 and 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
Presented by the Worship Ministry and members of the 
Memphis Symphony Orchestra
No Sunday School. Nursery: 2 years old and under. 
Beginning March 1, there will be weekly rehearsals on 
Sunday afternoons from 4:00–6:00 p.m. 

H O LY  W E E K  S C H E D U L E

G o o d  Fr i d a y,  A p r i l  1 0 
COMMUNION SERVICE   6:00 p.m., Sanctuary.
Nursery: 2 years old and under.

E a s t e r  S u n d a y,  A p r i l  1 2
The cross will be on the front steps of the church 
for you to place flowers on in honor of our risen Lord. 

SUNRISE SERVICE   7:00 a.m., Sanctuary
No Children's Programming.

FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST   8:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall

REGULAR SUNDAY SCHOOL   9:30 a.m. 
Regular Children's Programming.

WORSHIP SERVICE WITH BAPTISM   10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
Please register at www.firstevan.org/baptism no later than March 10.

WORSHIP

We want to make sure our congregation is on board with 
knowing the goals and purposes of our 1,000-Day Initiatives. 
Therefore, we will take the last half of the spring semester 
of our Midweek ministry to communicate the vision for these 
initiatives. See the schedule below for what will be covered 
each week. The first week we will meet together in the  
Fellowship Hall, followed by four weeks of breakout groups 
with a more in-depth look at each of the four initiatives (two 
offered each week).



L L L  M o v i e  D a y
Monday, March 16
1:00 p.m. **Please note 
room change: E134 
(College Room)**
Join us for popcorn, 
drinks, and the movie 
Breakthrough.C a n v a s  A r t  C l a s s  ( A g e s  4 8 + )

Thursdays, March 26–April 30
6:00–7:30 p.m., E144 | $60 (6 classes) 
$15 t-shirt (optional) – order by Thursday, March 12
With our art program, we walk participants through a six-
week drawing and painting series that focuses on our  
relationship with God. The progressive narrative for 
the class illustrates mankind’s creation, the separation 
from God, mankind’s usage of art to express our soul and 
need for God, and our extravagant reconnection to God.  
Register at www.firstevan.org/canvas.

Adult Coed Softball (Ages 18+) 
Season: Tuesdays, 6:30–8:30 p.m. | April 7–July | Practices at First Evan 
Games at Houston Levee Park | Cost: $65/player (includes jersey)

J e f f ' s  B a s ke t b a l l  Tr a i n i n g
Saturdays, 1:00–3:00 p.m., Gym | Cost: $35/person; Ages: 9–14
Kids today are playing sports at an earlier age. They need a routine of structured skills 
training sessions that will develop them properly. This program uses sport-specific 
skills training and body-weight workouts to teach fundamentals, improve the athlete's 
technique, and develop self-esteem.

 
Times will be determined after teams are formed. Register by Thursday, March 19 at 
www.firstevan.org/softball (no late registrations will be permitted).

MEN MEMPHIS
Men's Fish Fry 
Tuesday, March 3 
6:00–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Speaker: Braxton Brady, University of 
Memphis Football Team Chaplain, ECS 
Head of School/Upper School Principal 

WOMEN

Join us for an evening of fish, food, and 
fellowship. For ticket availability, call the 
church office or email men@firstevan.org. 

RECREATION

M e e t  M e m p h i s
Saturday, April 18, 
9:00 a.m.
We invite the entire 
congregation to par-
ticipate in a morn-
ing of service and 
introduction along-
side our Memphis Ministry Partners. We 
hope individuals, families with children, 
and people of all ages will join us! Proj-
ects will include hospitality, manual la-
bor, athletic competition, and more...
something for everyone! Registration will 
begin on Sunday, March 1 in the Fellow-
ship Hall or online at www.firstevan.org/ 
meetmemphis.

ADULTS

CARE

H e  C a r e s 
Thursday, March 26 
10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m., Gym Lobby 
Contact Rhonda Finfrock at 683-0757 or 
rhondafinfrock@comcast.net.

AC T  I I  W i d o w s  Fe l l o w s h i p 
Monday, March 2 
Contact Cathy Graham at 299-1426.

Men's Retreat 
April 24–26, Mammoth Spring, AR 
Speaker: Bryce Bouchard  
Registration begins Sunday, March 15
You're invited to join us for a weekend of 
fellowship, relaxation, a meaning-
ful message, and great food. Dads with 
sixteen-year-olds and up are welcome.
Bring a friend! Registration online is 
first come, first served with limited cab-
ins available. When reserving a cabin, 
please list all occupants at once. For 
more information, visit www.firstevan.
org/mens-retreat.

A  C o l o r f u l  D a y 
We had a great morn-
ing together as over 
200 women gathered 
together to hear from 
Marje Andrews and 
Mary Ann Frazier, our 
elective leaders, and 
author/speaker Victo-

ria Duerstock over lunch. God used this 
time to spur us on in our walk with God. 
Thanks to all who were part of it!

“ S i n g i n'  I n  T h e  R a i n” 
S e n i o r  L u n c h e o n 
Saturday, March 7 
11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Entertainment: Bob Westbrook Singers 
RSVP by Tuesday, March 3 to Susanna 
Winter at dswinter@bellsouth.net.

STUDENTS
B o y  S c o u t  Tr o o p  2 7 6 
Tuesdays, 6:45–8:15 p.m. 
E226 (Ages 11–17)
We are a father-led ministry of First 
Evan and strongly encourage dads to be  
involved by serving and helping lead. We 
enjoy outdoor adventure and challeng-
ing character-building activities. We no 
longer have a Cub pack, but would be open 
to re-starting one if a group of dads and 
sons would like to lead that effort. For more 
information, contact Richard Marsh at  
482-4429.



GLOBAL MISSIONS KIDS

“ I  A m  S e n d i n g  Yo u ”  G l o b a l  M i s s i o n s  C o n f e r e n c e
Thanks to all who attended the Conference! The theme was  “I Am Send-
ing You,” from John 20:21. Andrew Scott challenged us to “Go Therefore 
and Take Your Job with You,” which is the subtitle of his book, Scatter. He  
reminded us that our roles in life change, but our identity and purpose do not 
change. Proskuneo led us in Christ-centered, multicultural worship, and our  
missionaries shared about their experiences around the world.

All followers of Jesus are called to share the Gospel. This weekend presented 
resources and opportunities to use our jobs and skills to live out the gospel in places 
where it is not easily accessible. This could be through short-term mission trips, 
local volunteer opportunities, or employment in other countries. 

The conference project was to help fund Start Academy, an elementary school in 
Ukraine for 100 children. It will employ 16 people who will teach children to learn, 
create, and dream. David and Katya Bute are thrilled to see this dream become a 
reality, and plan to open the school on September 1. Please give what you can!

Our missionaries were blessed by your presence and words of encourage-
ment. Please pray for them and give financially as you are able. Go visit them 
when you’re traveling, or as part of a short-term team. Send our missionaries by  
praying, giving, and encouraging them. 

“Sent” Kids' Missions Conference
FEC Kids traveled back in time, and 
met people whose lives were forever 
changed by their encounters with 
Jesus. We met a man who was healed 
by Jesus, the woman at the well, and 
doubting Thomas. We learned that 
Jesus gives us hope for our future and 
forgiveness of sins. And Jesus calls us 
to go and share our faith with others, 
just as the people we met in our time 
travels did.

Mother-Son Redbirds Game
Sunday, April 26, 2:05 p.m. 

Details TBA

S AV E  T H E  DAT E 
“ K n i g h t s  o f  N o r t h  C a s t l e” 
Va c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  ( V B S ) 
Monday–Friday, June 8–12 
9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
4 years old–entering 5th grade
Members 6th grade and up are invited 
to serve. Registration begins Sunday, 
March 22: www.firstevan.org/vbs.

Each of our trips will partner with a FEC missionary or ministry partner. There 
are opportunities for Bible teaching and teaching English, working with children 
and youth through VBS and related ministries, serving refugees, and evangelizing 
people outside the reach of regular gospel channels.  

Please consider praying for, giving to, or going on one of these trips. We can help 
find a trip suitable for you and your family. For a complete list of trips or more  
information, contact the Missions Office at missions@firstevan.org or visit 
www.firstevan.org/mission-trips. 

2 0 2 0  S h o r t -Te r m  M i s s i o n  Tr i p s
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M A RC H 

A P R I L

 1 Communion | Project Life Preservers  12:15 p.m., E236 

  Sunday Evening Teaching Series Begins “Four Challenges Facing Evangelicals”  
  (four weeks)  6:00 p.m., Chapel 
 2 ACT II Widows Fellowship  
 3 Men's Fish Fry  6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
 7 “Singin' In The Rain” Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

 8 Daylight Saving Time begins 
 9 Elder/Deacon Meeting 
 11 Laugh Out Loud featuring Jason Earls Comedy  6:30 p.m., Sanctuary 
 16 LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., E134 (College Room) 

 18 No Midweek Fellowship Meal or Activities (Spring Break) 

 25 Engaging Our Initiatives Begins (five weeks)  6:30–8:00 p.m. 

 26 He Cares  10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m., Gym Lobby 

 29 Missions Lunch: Dottie Hoppe  12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

  Project Life Preservers  12:15 p.m., E236 | World Prayer Focus 6:00 p.m, Chapel

 1 Blood Drive  4:30–7:30  p.m.; Meet in Fellowship Foyer 

 5 “The Lord's Prayer” Palm Sunday Services  9:00 and 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 
 6 ACT II Widows Fellowship  
 10 Good Friday Communion Service  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

 10–11 Church Offices Closed 
 12 Easter  Sunrise Service: 7:00 a.m., Sanctuary (No Children's Programming) 

  Fellowship Breakfast: 8:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall | Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.  

  Worship Service with Baptism: 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 
 13 Elder/Deacon Meeting 
 18 Meet Memphis  9:00 a.m.; Meet at Ministry Sites 

 19 Sunday School Leaders Meeting  4:30 p.m., E125/126 (Multi-Purpose Room) 

 20 LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., E134 (College Room) 

 21 Mentoring Moms  Speaker: Val Gosney, 7:00 p.m., Amy Person's Home 

 24–26 Men's Retreat  Mammoth Spring, AR  

 26 Mother-Son Event  2:05 p.m., AutoZone Park 

 29 Midweek Ends | FEC Kids Midweek Awards Night  6:30 p.m., Sanctuary 
 30 He Cares  10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m., Gym Lobby 

facebook.com/firstevan 
vimeo.com/firstevan 
soundcloud.com/firstevan 
@firstevan735

www.firstevan.org/church-wide-subscriptions

www.firstevan.org/watch

For iOS: www.firstevan.org/ios-app 
For Android: www.firstevan.org/android-app

MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES

DOWNLOAD OUR APP

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 
His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Sunday Evening
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel


