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Everything 
We Own
by Cole Huffman

The best tale in Finn 
Murphy’s The Long 
Haul: A Trucker’s 
Tales of Life on the 
Road is of moving 

“Mr. Big” into a 25-million-dollar 
mansion in Aspen, Colorado. Eight 
bedrooms. Eleven bathrooms. Olympic-
size pool in the basement. 

Mr. Big wouldn’t let the movers use any 
of the bathrooms. This despite the fact 
that executive VIP movers bring cleaning 
supplies to leave a place spotless behind 
them. But Mr. Big insisted they use a porta 
potty across the street where his tennis 
court was being built. 

That was only one of the ways he gave 
his movers no consideration as people. 
He looked down on them and they felt it. 
Inside of the 25 crates holding Mr. Big’s 
fine art collection were eight 600-pound 
pieces of granite, the headstones of 
Chinese emperors. Mr. Big made sure the 
movers understood each one cost him 
$85,000. He had eight pedestals custom 
built in his gallery to showcase them.

What he couldn’t have imagined was 
that Finn Murphy, before he dropped 
out of his liberal arts college in Maine, 
took Chinese for a semester. Movers and 
restaurant workers are two professions 
you don’t want to treat like dirt. They 
have access to your food and your stuff. 
Because Mr. Big treated Finn Murphy 
and his crew like philistines, Murphy 
directed them to install the headstones 
upside down, knowing Mr. Big couldn’t 
read Chinese. Sooner or later, Mr. Big 
would host a cocktail party and brag 
about his slabs to someone who did. 
Who’s the philistine now?

I read Finn Murphy’s book as 
accompaniment to our move. Moving 
seems to me a 3D experience in 
dislocation, dignifying, and diligence. 

We moved to Collierville 
from Germantown. Hardly 
dislocating. But to uproot a 
home from one house to the 
next means most everything 
you own goes into boxes. 
Every bed gets disassembled. 
The familiar rhythm of 
home is disrupted for a time. If there’s 
ever a time to throw around the word 
“discombobulate,” moving is that time. 

By dignifying, I mean treating your 
hired movers well. Those men who pull 
up in the truck to clean out your house 
are strangers to you, but everything you 
own will pass through their hands in the 
course of about 12 hours. They’ll get their 
sweat on your furniture. They might ding 
a side table or scratch a wall. We want 
them to be professional, but they’re also 
human beings working a hard job.

After reading The Long Haul, I especially 
wanted to be good to our movers. I try to be 
good to anyone I hire anyway, but I wanted 
them to know I appreciated them as men, 
not just movers. Ask about their families. 
Offer them pizza. (“A worker’s appetite 
works for him,” Prov. 16:26.) Affirm their 
hard work for the good it did my family. 
If God is milking the cows through the 
vocation of the milkmaid, as Martin Luther 
famously put it, he is also settling us into 
the new place he has provided through the 
vocation of the movers. 

The diligence in our three-dimensional 
moving experience is my wife’s. I have 
never known a harder worker than Lynn. 
Before the move I would come home each 
day to more boxes throughout the house. 
Like a czar of cardboard, Lynn knew what 
to pack and where to put it.

Lynn also touched up walls and finished 
flooring the laundry room for the new 
residents of our old house. She enjoys the 
accomplishment of the work. One week 
into our new house most everything was 
unpacked and in place, and then she began 
painting the walls with her colors. Her 
diligence kept the transition of our home 
from feeling chaotic. (“She looks well to 
the ways of her household,” Prov. 31:27.)

An old preaching bromide puts it that 
you’ve never seen a U-Haul behind a 
hearse. Thanks to the Internet image 
above, now you have. I put an identical 
U-Haul behind my truck to aid our move, 
putting bicycles and lawn equipment in it, 
and other bulky garage items the movers 
can’t or don’t like to pack. Since we had 
the trailer, we moved our oldest daughter 
to Florence the same weekend. Everything 
she owns fit in that trailer with a little 
room to spare.

A cynic can fit everything we own into 
one syllable: stuff. It’s easy when moving 
to dismissively wonder why we have so 
much stuff. We could all do just fine with 
less, but we are unavoidably a people of 
place and possessions. Life is not about 
accruing stuff, of course. But so long as 
God does not have to pry our fingers loose 
of anything, He made the world with this 
in mind for us—that we would rent and 
own, toss stuff and keep stuff, move out 
and move on. 

I was asked if I was sentimental about 
leaving the house our kids were little 
in the longest. Not really. It was a good 
place while it was ours, the neighbors 
there were great, and my commute was 
shorter. All change involves loss and, as 
Louise DeSalvo wrote in a book called On 
Moving, packing up a house is a full-scale 
life inspection. Occasionally this is good 
to undergo.

That inspection now completed, boxes 
crushed and left curbside for the recycler, 
I’m thankful to say the things most 
valuable to us don’t go into boxes and 
transcend street address. I didn’t mind 
relocating so much, but wouldn’t mind to 
never do it again. 

The only remaining thing to do is find out 
if I can be buried in the backyard.



CHURCH-WIDE WORSHIP

Registration begins Sunday, July 8! 
Friday–Sunday, September 28–30                                       
Marriott Shoals and Spa, Florence, AL 
Guest Speaker: Back by popular demand, 
Kerry Scheer, Denton Bible Church

Sunday, August 5, 9:15 a.m., Gym

Tuesday, August 14 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Speaker: Shad Berry

Saturday, July 14 
11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Monday, July 16, 1:00 p.m., Chapel

Sundays, 6:00 p.m., Chapel

Join us for a weekend of relaxation, 
fellowship, and refreshment. Register in 
the Fellowship Hall on Sundays or online 
at www.firstevan.org/girls-getaway.  

All women are invited to a time of wor-
ship, fellowship, and information about 
the upcoming year in Women's Ministry. 

Join us for an evening of fish, food, and 
fellowship. Ticket information to follow. 
www.firstevan.org/mens-fish-fry 

Chris Godoy and his wife Hannah 
have made their way to First Evan from 
Austin, Texas. Chris will be taking on 
the role of AV Director for First Evan 
and has had experience serving various 
churches and church plants in a variety 
of both media and technical roles for 
the last eight years.  Chris currently 
has his bachelor's degree in music and 
is pursuing his Master in Christian 
Leadership through Dallas Theological 
Seminary. Chris and Hannah both enjoy 
great coffee, great food, and exploring 
the various attractions and hot spots 
around the city. When they aren’t out 
and about, they enjoy quiet evenings at 
home with their dog Dexter and a good 
TV show or movie.

Girls' Getaway

Mentoring Moms

"Anchored in the Storms of Life"

Save the Date: All Women's Event

Save the Date: Men's Fish Fry

"This Is My Country" Luncheon

LLL Movie Day

WOMEN

MEN

Discover First Evan

A class for anyone interested in learning 
more about First Evan or desiring 
membership (you are in no way obligated 
to join). For questions, contact Jacki 
Stieferman at jstieferman@firstevan.
org. Register at www.firstevan.org/dfe.

Sundays, July 15 and 22 
9:30–10:30 a.m., E236

Place your bid on art created by First Evan 
artists to help support the team going to 
Queens, NY to take VBS to the internation-
al community at Grace Fellowship Church, 
July 21–28. You can also give online at:  
www.firstevan.org/giving. Be sure to indi-
cate “NYC Missions Trip” when you give.

Bid Sundays, now through July 15 
8:45 a.m.–11:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Queens, NY Trip,  Silent Art Auction

Silent Art Auction

Meet the Godoys

Baptism

Evening Service Summer Series

Sunday, July 29, 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
Register by Monday, July 16 at  
www.firstevan.org/baptism.

Congregational singing, special music, 
and The Doctrine of Hell sermon series 
with Seth Stevens.

A casual gathering of young moms and 
moms-to-be to glean wisdom from 
older moms.

ADULTS

CARE Details at www.firstevan.org/care.

He Cares  (Ministry to the homebound)
Thursdays, June 28 and July 26 
9:30 a.m., Soltau Center

We will honor those who have served 
our country. A real red, white, and blue 
day you will not want to miss! RSVP by 
Tuesday, July 10 to Susanna Winter at 
dswinter@bellsouth.net or 487-2819.

Join us for popcorn, drinks, and a showing 
of Mr. Smith Goes to Washington.

Monday, June 25, 7:00 p.m., Chapel
Caregivers  (Ministry to those caring for others)

Dr. Robert Burns, a specialist in Geriatrics, 
will speak on caring for the aging patient, 
including those with dementia. Contact 
Joan or Jerry Johnston at 674-1425.

Contact Rhonda Finfrock at 683-0757 or 
rhondafinfrock@comcast.net.

Tuesday, June 26, 7:00 p.m. 
Speaker: Debra Meadows 
Topic: "Building a Family from Scratch" 
Hostess: Martha Reardon (817 Reddoch 
Street, Memphis, TN 38120)



GLOBAL MISSIONS AND MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

Wednesday–Friday, July 25–27 
8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. each day, First Evan

(Approved by the CMB and the Session)
Dawn graduated with her Family Nurse 
Practitioner Degree in December 2015, 
and has been working at Christ Commu-
nity Health Services for over two years. 

She’s been able to practice her medical 
skills and integrate medicine and min-
istry using Spanish, French, and Arabic 
with her patients.

Thank you for donating over $30,000 to 
provide Biblical training for believers in 
the Middle East. Here are some comments 
from some of the participants from the 
training for women in May:

 

Thank you! We saw God moving this week 
and are excited to follow up with these 
women and see how He is changing things 
in their contexts. 

New Missionary: Dawn M., OM, Middle East

Becca Thompson: Trip Report from a Restricted-Access Country

Global Missions Conference

“I never knew how easy it was to 
hear and learn from the Scripture. I 
thought I had to have someone else tell 
me what it meant. I’m excited to take 
this back to our community and allow 
them to read and hear for themselves.” 

“We are thankful for this training. It’s 
the first time we understand Scripture!” 

“I’m going to take this back to not only 
my community, but my home. It’s time 
we understand we need to obey the 
Word of God, not just listen to it!” 

Bible-Based Trauma Healing: 
Initial Equipping 

First Evan is hosting The Trauma Healing 
Institute, which exists to help individu-
als in the Church to respond to trauma in 
communities around the world. This Bible-
based training will help you process your 
own trauma and then assist others in do-
ing the same. You can register for $100 at  
www.firstevan.org/traumahealing.

Project Update

I had the privilege of traveling to volunteer 
in an international school for four weeks. 
Over the past few years I’ve developed a 
passion and desire to teach overseas after I 
graduate from college. This trip was an op-
portunity to seek the will of God for my life, 
learn more about international education, 
and serve others with the love of Jesus. 

I lived in an apartment with two of the 
school teachers. We got up early each 
morning to ride a bus to the school where, 
as an unofficial intern, I graded papers, did 
computer work for some teachers, printed 
papers, spent time with the children, and 
even subbed in a couple of classes. It was 
such a good experience and I will hold on 
to what I learned about working in a school 
environment. The atmosphere of the 
teacher community was so sweet to expe-
rience, and each teacher was such a joy to 
get to know! This was the first school that 
I have interacted with where I really feel 
like they all care for, support, and want the 
best for each other, and most importantly, 
pray for one another and point each other 
to Christ. The administrators clearly allow 
the Spirit to guide their decisions, and the 
Lord has truly blessed them.  

My favorite part was spending time with 
the children. Each child was different and 
special. I was deeply moved by the way all 
of the students from many cultures came 
together in one beautiful community. The 
Lord essentially brought the world to one 
place so that He can make Himself known! 
Many children heard the gospel for the very 
first time. It is a miracle that this school ex-
ists, and God has changed the lives of so 

many because of it. It was an honor to build 
relationships with those sweet kids and I 
already miss them dearly. I also was able to 
explore different parts of the country and 
experience its culture. It was fascinating 
and truly beautiful. 

Jesus taught me so much about being in a 
new place. It can sometimes be hard living 
in a different culture, and the devil often 
tried to make me worry and question ev-
erything, but he did not win. God contin-
ued to teach me about His grace, love, and 
deliverance! He definitely stretched me in 
some ways out of my comfort zone to grow 
me. I didn't know the language or how to 
get around, but God showed me that not 
being able to be independent can be a good 
thing. I cannot be independent of Him like 
I sometimes try to be. God is so gentle in 
calling His children to truth and a life with 
Him! I am thankful for the beautiful ways 
God showed Himself to me through the 
children, teachers, and even the nature 
that surrounded me. God isn't done with 
me yet, and I couldn't be more excited to 
see what He has in store. 

Now that her sons have all “launched” 
(Josh and Kyle are both married, and Da-
vid just graduated from University), this 
is the right time to return to the Middle 
East to answer God’s call to use medicine 
to bring the love of Christ to the least 
reached. If she is completely funded by 
December 3, she’ll begin language school 
in January, 2019. For more information, 
contact missions@firstevan.org.

(Three-year term beginning July 2018)
New Church Mission Board 

Global Missions Team:

Memphis Ministries Team:

Leigh Sistrunk, April Fichthorn, Kate Pat-
rick, Daryl Vrbas (Deacon), Ed Gold, Chris-
topher Marino, Braden Tyler, Benjamin 
Brenner, Jim Pendleton, and Scott Arn-
wine. Not pictured: Tom Frazier, Liz Jarvis,  
Wes McCann, Lynn Wheeler, Hickman 
Ewing (Elder). 

Frank Cook (Deacon), Jan Mitchell, Chris 
Hogue, Laura Beth Knight, Bryan Miller 
(Elder), Andrew Beach, Eric Tabor, and 
Gail Alverson. Not pictured: Laura Varela.



STUDENTS

Crossings Camp Report
This year for summer camp, Impact and 
Crossroads went to a new camp in cen-
tral Kentucky. The theme for the week 
was “WIRED.” Our middle school and 
high school students learned about 
the ways in which God has wired us all 
for worship! The weather was beauti-
ful throughout the week and we did not 
miss the Memphis humidity. God blessed 
us all with a safe and restful week of wor-
shipping, fun, and prayer.

Student Ministries' Summer Schedule

Impact Movie Night  7:00–9:00 p.m., College Room 

Impact Bible Study  12:00–2:00 p.m., Impact Room 

Crossroads Blue Book Study  10:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Meet at White Station Starbucks 

Impact Krazy Summer Nights: Nerf Night  6:00–8:00 p.m., Impact Room 

Crossroads Wednesday Night Hangs: La Michiocana and Thrifting 
6:00–8:00 p.m., Meet in Gym Lobby

Impact Movie Night  7:00–9:00 p.m., College Room 
Crossroads Wednesday Night Hangs: Redbirds Game  5:45–9:00 p.m., Meet in Gym Lobby 

Mission Memphis 
Impact Movie Night  7:00–9:00 p.m., College Room 

Impact Bible Study  12:00–2:00 p.m., Impact Room 

Crossroads Blue Book Study  10:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Meet at White Station Starbucks 

Impact Krazy Summer Nights: An Evening Outdoors  6:00–8:00 p.m., Meet in Gym Lobby 

Crossroads Wednesday Night Hangs: Jerry's Family Night 
6:00–8:00 p.m., Meet at Jerry's Sno Cones 

Impact Movie Night  7:00–9:00 p.m., College Room 

Impact Bible Study  12:00–2:00 p.m., Impact Room 
Crossroads Blue Book Study  10:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Meet at White Station Starbucks 
Impact Krazy Summer Nights: Urban Air Trampoline Park*  6:00–8:00 p.m., Meet in Gym Lobby; $5 

Impact Movie Night  7:00–9:00 p.m., College Room 

Impact Bible Study  12:00–2:00 p.m., Impact Room 

Crossroads Blue Book Study  10:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Meet at White Station Starbucks 

Crossroads Wednesday Night Hangs: Oxford Day Trip  11:00 a.m.–5:45 p.m., Meet in Gym Lobby 

Impact Krazy Summer Nights: Main Event*  6:00–8:00 p.m., Meet in Gym Lobby; $5 

Crossroads Prayer Night  6:00–8:00 p.m., Meet at Eli Berry's Home (4969 Flamingo Road) 

Moving On Up Day  9:30–10:30 a.m. 

Crossroads and Impact Wednesday Night resumes  6:15–7:45 p.m.
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We are sincerely going to miss TJ and 
Andrea.  Over the past two years, they 
have brought so much life to the Jr. 
High Ministry and to our staff.  Their 
love for God, the Church, and Kraft 
Mac n' Cheese has left a mark here at 
First Evan.  It is sad to see them go, but 
we are encouraged because we know 
they are going where God is leading 
them and we have seen how the Lord 
has used them here in Memphis, 
TN. Praise God for the Lopez family. 
             — Eli Berry, Crossroads Director

Farewell Lopez Family

*Register online at www.firstevan.org/impact.



RECREATION

Fall Soccer and Flag Football

Lunch and Learn

Children compete in a relaxed environment 
perfect for the new kid on the block and 
challenging enough for the regular player. 
This is a great introduction to sports that 
will help develop motor skills and strength 
that will serve them later on in life! The 
league is through East Shelby Church 
Recreation Association (ESCRA). Register 
at www.firstevan.org/fallsports.

Local physical therapist, Clay Jones, 
uses 1:1 hands-on care to help active 
people recover from injury and get back 
to what they love without relying on 
medications, injections, or surgery. RSVP 
for lunch from Lisa's Lunchbox at  
www.firstevan.org/lunch-and-learn.

Register by Wednesday, August 1 
Cost: $65; Ages 5–12

Speaker: Clay Jones PT, DPT, OCS, COMT, FAAOMPT

Thursday, July 5, 12:00–1:00 p.m. 
E111 (Room by Gym); Free to business 
park neighbors and First Evaners.

U5/U6 Soccer Season: Friday nights, 
beginning September 7

U8+ Soccer/Flag Football Season:  
Saturday mornings, beginning September 8

(Based on June 1, 2018 age)

(6 games; No game October 5)

(6 games; No game October 6)

KIDS

Vacation Bible School Report

Pastor's Pals

Dive In

End of Summer Celebration

Popsicles in the Park

Thanks to the support of the First Evan congregation and over 200 teen and adult volunteers, “Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus” VBS 
was a huge success! Well over 400 kids attended each day, where they learned through Bible teaching and memorization, game time, 
snacks, and crafts. Every part of VBS reinforced our main point, that Jesus Rescues!  

Over the course of the week, the kids raised  $2,700 in our “Set Sail for NY Challenge: Boys vs. Girls” to send “Shipwrecked: Rescued 
by Jesus” VBS to Queens, NY through our Missions Ministry. Please pray for our Queens, NY team as they go to teach VBS for a 
second time this year, the week of July 21–28. If you would like to make a donation to the Queens, NY trip please join us at our 
Queen, NY Silent Art Auction in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday through July 15 or go to www.firstevan.org/giving.

ConnectKids' Summer Schedule

Queens, NY Silent Art Auction Begins  Fellowship Hall 

Pastor's Pals:  Skating with Pastor Cole Huffman and Family*  12:00–2:00 pm. 

Drop off at Cordova Skating Center. $5 (which includes skate rental and pizza lunch)

Popsicles in the Park  10:00 a.m., Cameron Brown Park 

Pastor's Pals: Mission Memphis Sites with Local Missions Pastor, Andrew Beach* 
9:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m., Drop off and pick up at the Church playground. Please pack a sack lunch.  

(Limited to 20 people).  

Queens, NY Silent Art Auction Ends  Fellowship Hall 

Pastor's Pals:  Choose901 with Crossroads Director, Eli Berry* 
9:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m., Drop off and pick up at the Church playground. Please pack a sack lunch.  

(Limited to 20 people).  

Queens, NY Mission Trip 
Popsicles in the Park  10:00 a.m., Riverdale Park 

Dive In  3:00–5:00 p.m., Smith Home (2977 Ashmont Dr, Memphis, TN 38138) 

End of Summer Celebration  10:00–1:00 p.m., East Lawn
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*Register online at www.firstevan.org/refreshments.

Fun field trips with FEC Pastors for rising 1st–6th graders. Contact Cortney 
Cannon with questions at 682-8452 or ccannon@firstevan.org.

Pool party and devotional by Pastor Taylor Park for rising 1st–6th graders. 
Parents, drop your swimmers off for an afternoon of fun in the sun. 
Lifeguard on duty. Contact Cortney Cannon with questions at 682-8452 or  
ccannon@firstevan.org.

Join us on the east lawn for sprinklers, water slides, snow cones, food trucks 
and lots of summer fun! For ConnectKids of all ages. Contact Kelsey Berry 
with questions at 682-8452 or kberry@firstevan.org.

Moms, bring your children and meet for outdoor play and popsicles! Contact 
Maria Cox with questions at 682-8452 or mcox@firstevan.org.
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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

CALENDAR

Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel 

Mentoring Moms 7:00 p.m., The Home of Martha Reardon (817 Reddoch Street, Memphis, TN 38120) 

He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center

Communion | Missions Lunch: Ross and Sara  12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Church Closed for Independence Day 

Czech Republic Mission Trip 

Recreation Lunch and Learn  12:00 –1:00 p.m., E111 
Missions Lunch: Ukraine Team  12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Mission Memphis 
Deacon/Elder Meeting 
"This Is My Country" Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Discover First Evan (Part I)  9:30–10:30 a.m., E236 | Missions Lunch: Mission Memphis  
12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall | Queens, NY Silent Art Auction Ends 
LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 

Gym Floor Resurfaced  Gym and Walking Track Closed 
Queens, NY Mission Trip 
Missions Lunch: David and Jessica  12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
College Missions Trip to Dearborn, MI 
Discover First Evan (Part II)  9:30–10:30 a.m., E236 

Bible-Based Trauma Healing 8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 

He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center 

Baptism

Communion | All Women's Event  9:15–10:30 a.m., Gym 
Missions Lunch: Czech Team 12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
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MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS

DOWNLOAD OUR APP

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 
His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Morning Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel

Note: ACT II Widows Fellowship will not meet in June/July. Student Ministries'and ConnectKids' Calendars inside.


