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PA S T O R ’ S  P E N S É E S

FOCUS
By Cole Huffman

known for rhetorical right hooks and 
caustic flamethrowers. When you have 
an unhealthy interest in controversy 
and offering correction, you don’t just 
swing the sword of the Spirit, you use 
the hilt to bludgeon anyone you con-
sider theologically wanting. That was 
Thomas Todhunter Shields. (Fitting that 
“hunter” was in his name.)

On a North American tour, Lloyd-Jones 
visited Shields, hoping for a chance 
to gently address the critical spirit he 
saw in someone he otherwise admired. 
Shields threw open the door himself. 
The account is found in Iain Murray’s 
two-volume biography of Lloyd-Jones:

“Shields came to fetch me and we 
had lunch. We talked on general 
subjects and then we went to sit in 
the garden. There, as we drank cof-
fee, he suddenly turned to me and 
said, ‘Are you a great reader of Jo-
seph Parker?’ I replied, ‘No, I am 
not.’ ‘Why?’ he asked. ‘I get nothing 
from him.’ ‘Man!’ he said, ‘what’s 
the matter with you?’ ‘Well,’ I said, 
‘it’s all very well to make these criti-
cisms of the liberals but he doesn’t 
help me spiritually.’ ‘Surely you are 
helped by the way he makes mince-
meat of the liberals?’ ‘No, I am not,’ 
I responded. ‘You can make mince-
meat of the liberals and still be in 
trouble in your own soul.’”

Dr. Lloyd-Jones knew a self-righteous 
spirit ruins orthodoxy even when we 
correctly diagnose problems. T. T. 
Shields “owned the libs” but lacked 
convictional kindness, and eventually 
chased even many of his friends out of 
his Toronto church.

Stanley Hauerwas tells a story on him-
self; about when he gave a presentation 
at a university where he took racism 
apart, showing from Scripture how in-
compatible it is with a Christian world-
view. Afterwards one of his friends told 
him, “You know, everything you said to-
night about racism is solidly true. 

                           continued on page 2 >

Yo u  M a y  B e  R i g h t

One of my housemates in college wore 
a T-shirt with the lyrics to Bob Dylan’s 
“Blowin’ in the Wind” on it:

“Yes, 'n' how many years can a 
     mountain exist 
Before it is washed to the sea? 
Yes, 'n' how many years can some    
     people exist 
Before they're allowed to be free? 
Yes, 'n' how many times can a man 
     turn his head 
And pretend that he just doesn't see? 
The answer, my friend, 
     is blowin' in the wind 
The answer is blowin' in the wind.” 

It feels like the 1960s have revived. This 
time around, the cultural winds are  
tornadic. We seem caught under a  
supercell of rotating updrafts: corona-
virus death spikes, deadly force on vid-
eo, mob violence, cancel culture, suspi-
ciousness and antagonism everywhere, 
“mankind generally unhappy” (Henry 
James). 

It also feels like the AD 60s in ancient Ath-
ens: “All the Athenians and the foreigners 
who lived there spent their time doing 
nothing but talking about and listening 
to the latest ideas” (Acts 17:21). Athens, 
like America, seduced you into thinking 
your viewpoint, your response, your take 
on current events was everything. 

You may be right in what you think about 
current events. You may be right about 
President Trump or Dr. Fauci or Colin 
Kaepernick or Bubba Wallace. You may 
be right that a social justice gospel is 
infiltrating evangelical pulpits every-
where—though I don’t think so, and will 
ask you to cite specific examples instead 
of making sweeping generalities. Ring 
alarm bells if you must but take serious-
ly the bond of peace forged between us 
by God’s Spirit. When we don’t, the bells 
sound like clanging cymbals, loveless  
in effect.

Evangelical Christians are better 
when we’re prophetic from the cen-
ter. That means we emphasize what’s 
at the core of our beliefs. We ma-
jor on what we hold in common. The 
gospel doesn’t take sides in that it’s 
not a partisan proclamation. The  
gospel takes over. 

This is an era of me-and-my-identi-
ty-group-is-all-that-matters, which 
generates a lot of condescension. 
And yet a hallmark of classic evan-
gelical conviction is maintaining 
the bond of peace. Generosity of 
spirit. It’s not just what you believe 
but how you carry what you believe. 
 
A good example for us is Martyn Lloyd-
Jones, a British evangelical from yester-
year. Dr. Lloyd-Jones was trained as a 
medical doctor but became one of Lon-
don’s finest preachers. I don’t know that 
I’ve ever seen a picture of him smiling, 
which could lead one to the conclusion 
that he was dour. He was serious about 
his faith but simultaneously serious 
about the bond of peace with brothers 
and sisters in Christ.

T. T. Shields was a Canadian contem-
porary of Lloyd-Jones, and though a 
capable preacher himself, Shields was 
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But you were so self-righteous about it I 
wanted to side with the racists.”

You may be right, but you won’t change 
anyone’s mind by shaming them,  
belittling them, or otherwise giving 
them the impression that wisdom will 
die with you. You may be right, but you 
may be right in all the wrong ways.

Madeline L’Engle wrote something to 
the effect that we draw people to Christ 
not by loudly discrediting what they be-
lieve or telling them how wrong they 
are and how right we are, but by show-
ing them a light that is so lovely they 
want with all of their hearts to know 
the source of it. Evangelical orthodoxy 
prioritizes drawing lost people to Christ 

CHURCH-WIDE

G r i e f S h a r e  S e m i n a r 
“ S u r v i v i n g  t h e  H o l i d a y s ” 
Thursday, July 9, 6:00–8:00 p.m. 
Zoom | Cost: $10

W e' v e  U p d a t e d  O u r  A p p !
Download the "First Evan" app (iOS or Android) or update your current app** 
and follow these instructions to enjoy.

**In some cases user is going to need to delete the old app and reinstall it by 
searching for "First Evan." Just updating it does not always work.

Click here for full instructions and details

 
 
Watch Live: Click here to watch our live-
streaming service on Sundays 
Giving: Give to First Evan at any time OR 
set up recurring giving 
About Us: Contact information, mission,   
and vision 
Website: Link to our website 
Media: All the latest sermon audio and 
video in one place 
Calendar: Link to our events calendar 
Ministries: Link to all our offered 
ministries 
Registrations: Easy way to register for 
everything offered 
Discover First Evan: Information on 
church membership 
Picture Directory: Our online church 
picture directory (Note: You must have 
a photo of yourself in order to view other 
photos. You can edit personal information 
by clicking the picture icon.) 
Leaders: This is a quick link for our dea-
cons, elders, and staff 
Regathering: Resources and registration 
for Sunday Worship in-person

D i s c o ve r  F i r s t  E va n 
Sunday, July 19 
4:00 p.m., Location TBD

We welcome you 
to attend this spe-
cial session from 
GriefShare, “Sur-
viving the Holi-
days”. If you've 
lost a loved one, 
this two-hour ses-
sion will help put 
you back on the path to joy and heal-
ing from your grief, no matter how 
long ago your loss. Workbook will be 
provided. Open to both men and wom-
en. Register at www.f irstevan.org/
griefshare. Zoom link provided upon 
registration.

This is a class offered to those inter-
ested in learning more about First 
Evan or desiring membership. Attend-
ing the class in no way obligates you 
to join, but it is the first step toward 
membership. Location of the class is 
to be determined. To register, visit us 
at www.firstevan.org/dfe. 

and, at the same time, living peace-
ably with one another. Don’t we want 
our brothers and sisters in faith further 
drawn to Christ instead of having to en-
dure us?

“Make every effort to keep the unity of 
the Spirit through the bond of peace” 
(Eph. 4:3, NIV).

Currently, we have the following app tiles set up for your use:

https://www.firstevan.org/ios-app
https://www.firstevan.org/android-app
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/EmailView/121103
https://www.firstevan.org/griefshare
https://www.firstevan.org/griefshare
https://www.firstevan.org/dfe


In the last three months we have observed an amazing and important response 
to needs in the city of Memphis in the name of Jesus. With the increase of 
unemployment, schools out of session, and limitations on social gatherings, 
the church has responded! We have seen the love of Jesus extended through 
our ministry partners and the local church in significant and meaningful ways. 
Many have temporarily pivoted from their normal programming and services to 
address crisis needs. 

Our mindset before COVID-19 was to emphasize strategic, symbiotic, mutually 
beneficial relationships with ministry partners and citizens of Memphis. While 
we still want to see that happen long-term, we’ve pressed pause in the short-
term, to meet the immediate needs that have surfaced. This has led to generous 
giving to our ministry partners, which we could not do without your support of 
the First Evan Missions Fund. 

In the last three months we have given over $25,000 to projects and  
opportunities that have helped sustain ministry support and provide  
essentials to our community. While we have not been able to volunteer our 
time in this COVID season, we have seen your generosity in many areas.

Please pray for ministries to continue to demonstrate and communicate the 
gospel. Please also pray for our church, and the church in Memphis, to continue 
to engage our neighbors in creative and gracious ways.

MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

CHURCH-WIDE (CONTINUED)

 

Sunday, May 17 was scheduled to be our Annual Congregational Meeting. 
Among the items of business at that meeting would be the election of a slate of 
elders and deacons to the Session and Board of Deacons. We want to go ahead 
and get the names of the men on those slates to you for you to continue praying. 
The current officers will continue to serve until we can hold the Congregational 
Meeting. Stay tuned!

   
Click Here For Nominee Profiles

D e a c o n  N o m i n e e s
David Coates 
Mike Fergus 
*Jim Graham 
*Lex Hester 
Jonathan Klassy 
Nate Roelofs 
*Jeff Shifflette * Returning for a second consecutive term.

S i t t i n g  E l d e r  N o m i n e e s
*Ken Eriksen 
*Eric Furhman 
Joel Scoggins 
John Touliatos

E l d e r  a n d  D e a c o n  N o m i n e e s Tu e s d a y  M o r n i n g s  w i t h 
C r i c ke t t  a n d  M e n t o r i n g  M o m s

F a l l  O u t l o o k

During the three months we were 
"staying at home," Crickett did short 
Facebook Live devotionals each Tues-
day morning. Click here to watch 
them. Also, click here to listen to Val 
Gosney and Gail Alverson speak at 
Mentoring Moms.

1) We will not be having the All 
Women's Event in August to kick 
off the upcoming year.

2) We have postponed the Girls' 
Getaway until next September. I'm 
disappointed, but after much discus-
sion and prayer, we knew this was the 
right decision. Not knowing what the 
middle of September will look like, it 
would be hard for people to be ready 
to sign up for the Getaway in the mid-
dle of July when we would need to  
begin registration. And we feel 
our numbers would be down be-
cause of the situation, which 
would be a financial loss for us. 
So, we've just moved the Get-
away to September 2021—same 
place, same speaker, and even the 
same committee.

3) At this point, 
we are planning 
on moving for-
ward with Heart 
to Heart, but 
we will have to 
wait until Au-
gust to get a bet-
ter feel for what 
it will look like. I spent the three 
months at home writing the fall 
Bible study, a part two of look-
ing at prayers in the Bible titled 
On Bended Knee:  Strengthened 
Through Prayer.

4) We are still planning on having 
the Christmas Dinner, but we will 
wait until it gets closer to make the  
final decision.

WOMEN

There's a lot of uncertainty in our lives 
today, but our steadfast Father holds 
us in His hands. He knows the path.

https://www.firstevan.org/giving
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/profile_bulletin_insert_may_2020v2[1].pdf
https://www.firstevan.org/womens-media
https://soundcloud.com/firstevan/sets/mentoring-moms


Louis and Anne Carter
Louis and Anne Carter have been 
on the mission field since 1974 with 
SIM. Louis is a consultant plastic and 
hand surgeon. He teaches missionary 
and national doctors’ techniques in  
reconstructive and plastic surgery so 
they may care for the deformed and 
disabled in their countries to create 
an open door for sharing the Gospel. 
Anne teaches operating room nurses 
and technicians how to assist physi-
cians in surgery, and to properly care 
for and handle equipment. She also 
teaches post-operative hand thera-
py. Louis grew up at First Evan. The 
Carters have been FEC missionar-
ies since 1974. They currently live in 
Chattanooga and plan to retire from 
SIM August 1, 2020. They share one of 
their many stories here:

“In 1998 we went to the Nazarene 
hospital at Kudjip in the highlands of 
Papua New Guinea (PNG) and, with 
the help of our missionary friend 
Shirley Killosky , were able to travel to 
Hauna, one of the many villages along 
the Sepik.

The villagers there had been spirit 
worshippers, decorating their spirit 
houses with the skulls of their van-
quished enemies, until they were in-
troduced to Jesus Christ by Marilyn 
Laszlo, a Wycliffe mission translator. 
When the people of Hauna received 

the good news of Jesus Christ, trans-
lated into their own language of 
Sepik Iwam, many were converted to 
Christ. Shirley came to Hauna to set 
up schools to teach the people to read 
and write in their own language. Years 
went by and some men were sent to 
Bible College in the Highlands.

Then, the Hauna villagers that came to 
Christ felt called to share the Gospel 
of Jesus with villages that were once 
enemies. Some villages welcomed the 
Good News; others turned them away.  
So here we were, Louis and Anne Carter, 
visiting a jungle village which was 
desperate for adequate health care.   
People were dying and some vil-
lages had a zero population growth. 
After three days, we returned to the 
Nazarene Hospital. 

When we got back to Chattanooga, 
Louis shared our experience with his 
men’s Sunday School class. One of 
the men said, ‘I believe God is calling 
us to send a medical team to Hauna.’  
One year later, we gathered a team of 
12 to spend eight days in Hauna. We 
set up an operating room and Louis 
did many procedures, mostly her-
nias, on a stretcher in a make-shift 
operating room. Prior to our arrival, 
the word was sent to villages up and 
down the Sepik River. People arrived 
from the formerly “enemy” villages, 

traveling in huge canoes which can 
carry 40 people. The pastors in Hau-
na preached the Gospel non-stop, all 
day at the dispensary. The Jesus Film 
was shown in the church at night. The 
villagers of Hauna opened their homes 
to these their former ‘enemies’. At 
the end of our long week there, one 
of the pastors came to me; he said, 
‘Anne, the head men of three villages 
came to me. They said, ‘Because you 
have cared for us, come and tell us 
about Jesus.’”

Thank you for giving generously to missions this fiscal year. The Missions 
Fund supports First Evan’s local and global outreach. We fund special projects, 
and send over $13,000 in regular monthly support to our Missionaries and 
National Partners. This does not include over a million dollars in Pass-Through 
gifts, designated to specific Missionaries, National Partners, and organizations! 

Some of the global projects we have funded include:  

Locally, the Memphis Ministries Team has supported several of our ministry 
partners with financial grants. Thank you for continuing to support our valued 
ministry partners, both here in Memphis and globally.

GLOBAL MISSIONS

M i s s i o n s  Fu n d

• $4,000 for construction help of a guest house in Bidi Bidi Refugee Camp, Uganda 
• $6,000 for beginning construction of Start Academy School in Ukraine 
• $5,000 for Gospel outreach efforts at the Summer Olympics (delayed)   
• $3,000 for a pastor and wife couple’s conference in Lucknow, India 
• $3,000 for a Christian workers’ retreat in Myanmar 
• $6,000 for church planter training in the Mekong River Delta region 
• $8,000 for COVID-19 Food Distribution in India, Philippines, South Sudan, Nepal,     
     Egypt, Uganda, Moldova, Lebanon, Ukraine

The Global Missions Team (GMT aka 
the Missions Board) will be presenting 
this list of nominees to be considered 
by the congregation at the upcoming 
Annual Congregational Meeting: 

 Zoe Bozeman 
Bernie Housholder  
Lauren Jordan 
Bréa Williams  
Steven Yeo

Please pray for effective and productive 
GMT meetings. There is much to be ac-
complished as we seek “To glorify Jesus 
Christ and magnify His gospel in all of 
life until He comes” among the nations.

N e w  G l o b a l  M i s s i o n s 
Te a m  N o m i n e e s

https://www.firstevan.org/giving
https://www.firstevan.org/giving


fully, the Church and Elders jumped in 
right away. I got in touch with Chris-
tians from her home country and asked 
if they would be willing to care for her. 
They were also quick to jump in and 
help in any way possible. We were 
able to raise enough funds to book 
her flight and pay her medical costs. 
She was able to leave town that same 
weekend (FYI, our country and her 
country locked their borders five days 
later with less than 48 hours’ notice).  

Lan stayed at a convent until the de-
livery of the baby, which was early 
May. She gave birth to a beautiful 
baby boy named Joel. He is healthy 
and full of life. Life with a new baby 
was not easy during that time. Her 
city was under major lock down; all 
stores shut down and she barely had 
any food. We did our best from here to 
get food and clothes for her. In early 
June, things eased up a bit and they 
have finally moved into an apartment.  

We have so many things to give thanks 
for. But two stand out to me: First, God 
used Christians to be salt and light in 
that dark time. Lan could have found 
a way to abort this baby (which her 
parents were eager to do). Lan could 
have gone to any of her friends, but 

GLOBAL MISSIONS (CONTINUED) 

H i d i n g  I n  T h e  D a r k
Though the author is a National Part-
ner in a closed country, and iden-
tities are not disclosed, this story 
is still very real. Read and Pray!  

We met Lan two years ago. She was 
invited by one of the student leaders 
to our gathering. She half-heartedly 
showed up a few times, but didn’t seem 
interested. The following semester, Lan 
started withdrawing from the commu-
nity and we weren’t sure why. Fast for-
ward 6 months later, Lan reached out 
to her friend (also the student leader 
on campus) and told her that she was 
pregnant and had been hiding it from 
everyone, including her parents who 
she was living with. She also told us 
that, early on, she tried to abort the 
baby on her own but somehow, the baby 
survived. The reason she reached out, 
was that she couldn’t hide it anymore 
and she was struggling with some dark 
thoughts. She also said that her parents 
were extremely violent and that they 
would want to hurt her and the baby; 
she had no one else she could go to. 
The law here is, if one gives birth to 
a child out of wedlock, they will be 
imprisoned as soon as they are dis-
charged from the hospital. Lan real-
ized that Christians would be the ones 
who would understand the situation 
and she could count on them to help 
and give her advice.  We were expect-
ing our country to close its borders like 
the US and Europe, but no such news 
was officially announced. We knew if 
she got stuck here, she would not re-
ceive due process and she would be 
separated from the baby--maybe even 
deported. So, we planned to break the 
news gently to her parents that same 
week and think through some options 
that would allow Lan to deliver the 
baby safely, while at the same time, 
honoring the authorities here. Thank-

C l i c k  H e r e  f o r  V i d e o  U p d a t e s  f r o m  o u r  M i s s i o n a r i e s  a n d  G l o b a l  Pa r t n e r s .

she reached out to the Christians on 
her campus because she knew that the 
way Christians love others was unique, 
and that they care for each life. By the 
testimony of the lives of Christians, 
God used that to save the life of this 
beautiful child, Joel. Second, through 
this process, we had such deep and in-
credible spiritual conversations. Now, 
Lan is listening to sermons online and 
continuing her weekly conversations 
with us; she is wanting to know more 
about what it means to be a Christian.  

The Lord used this season, while Lan 
was hiding in the dark, to draw her 
closer to His love that was demon-
strated on the cross. While she was 
still a sinner, Christ died for her. He is 
inviting her to come to Him and find 
life. We praise God that when all the 
odds were stacked against her (family, 
authorities, friends, society, disease, 
travel issues), the Lord intervened by 
saving Joel’s life and, as a result, ex-
posed Lan to the glorious gospel of our 
Lord and Savior. Pray that she would 
indeed trust in Christ for her salvation, 
and pray for wisdom for us and for the 
Christians in her city, that they will be 
able to support her in this time. 

https://www.firstevan.org/global-news-reports


Caleb Park has been 
s e r v i n g  p a r t- t i m e 
as  Worship Team  
Director since 2017,  
coming on staff not 
long after we began 
one combined Sunday 
service, bringing musical 
excellence and joy each week. While 
Caleb will be leaving his staff role this 
summer, he’ll continue to be involved 
in our worship services a few times a 
month.

Chris Godoy has been 
Director of Audio/
V i s u a l  M i n i s t r i e s 
since 2018, helping 
us take steps for-
ward technologically 
through team-build-
ing, our sound system 
upgrade, live-streaming, and more. 
Chris and Hannah will be moving 
back to Texas, where they will be near  
family for the birth of their son and 
Chris will complete his masters degree 
through Dallas Theological Seminary. 
 
Dan Frazier, a life-
long member of First 
Evan and a deacon for 
worship and technol-
ogy, will serve part-
time as our Interim  
Director of Audio/ 
Visual Ministries. 

First Evan is so thankful to Caleb 
and Chris for their faithful service, 
and we welcome Dan on board.

We are offering two in-person 
services on Sundays: 9:00 
a.m. and 11:00 a.m. (instead 
of 11:30 a.m.). This helps our 
volunteers to not have such a 
long morning. Each service is 
one hour. 

Livestreaming continues for 
those who cannot be 
here. The spaces in which 
we gather will be cleaned and 
disinfected between services. The Session is requiring preregistration 
and masks to attend worship on campus. If you cannot register online you 
can call our church office, Monday through Thursday, with your choice: 
901-682-8452.

Sanctuary:  275 max/service 
Fellowship Hall: Over-
flow room (85 max/service)   
Chapel: Reserved for those 
in the highest risk catego-
ries (35 max/service)

Once the max number of 
registrants is met, we have 
no other option for in-per-
son presence on campus, 
so if you know you’re com-
ing please tell us as soon as 
you can. As always, if you 
or your children feel sick, 
have cold symptoms or fe-
ver, have traveled abroad 
in the last fourteen days, 
or have knowingly been ex-
posed to coronavirus, please 
livestream the service from 
home at 9:00 a.m. (record-
ing available at 10:00 a.m.).

FEC Kids (including Nursery), Impact, and Common Ground will not meet on 
Sunday mornings before schools are back in session. 

Each Wednesday we will send an email notifying you if the upcoming  
Sunday will be a green, yellow, or red Sunday (see chart above).

WORSHIP

During the coronavirus, baptisms will 
occur on a rolling basis. Only one  
person or family will be baptized per 
week so that water is not shared. Please 
contact Jan Spurlin at the church  
office if you would like to be baptized.

B a p t i s m s

Wo r s h i p  Te a m  Tra n s i t i o n s

F i r s t  E v a n  R e g a t h e r e d

https://www.firstevan.org/watch
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1752
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1752
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1752
mailto:jspurlin%40firstevan.org?subject=


KIDS

B a c k -To - C h u r c h  B a g s

B i b l e s  a n d  D o n u t s

K i n d n e s s  C a r d s

End of Summer Popsicle Parade 
Thursday, July 30

FEC Kids Shine! Weekly Email

We enjoyed seeing everyone that came 
to our Drive-By Back-To-Church Popsicle 
Party! If you were unable to pickup your 
FEC Kids Back-to-Church Bag, please 
email feckids@firstevan.org to arrange 
pickup. Click here to watch a video 
about the bags.

In lieu of our 5th Grade Bible Break-
fast, we will be dropping off Bibles and  
donuts to rising sixth graders July 1 
and 2. 

Click here to download Kindness 
Cards. Color them, write a note of  
encouragement, and then drop them 
off at church. We will have a collec-
tion bin on the receptionist's desk 
in the front lobby, right outside the 
Fellowship Hall.

FEC Kids Staff will gather all of the Kind-
ness Cards from the collection bin and 
mail them to our senior shut-in friends.

Our senior shut-ins are members of First 
Evan that can no longer attend worship 
services in person and are in nursing 
homes or assisted living facilities.

Please drop off your Kindness Cards 
at church by Sunday, July 5.

Parents, please be sure to check out our 
weekly email for updates, resources and 
links to our FEC Kids livestream and 
Family Discussion Questions with The 
Gospel Project for Kids. Details about 
fall activities and programs will be an-
nounced closer to that time.

Jill Hopkins has faith-
fully served as Nursery 
Coordinator in the Chil-
dren's Ministry since 
2000. In her time on staff, 
she led art camp and craft 
workshops, helped create KMC, led the 
NYC mission trip team, and was faith-
ful to love and stroll the nursery babies 
with joy for nearly 20 years. Jill, along 
with her husband Mike and daughter 
Claire, moved to Dallas this summer 
as Mike began a new job. Faithful to 
her core, she continues to meet with 
our team as we think through our fall 
programs, and she has even offered 
to volunteer in the nursery whenev-
er she's back in Memphis visiting. Jill 
has brought many years of love and  
laughter to our Ministry and will be 
greatly missed! 

After five fruitful years 
on staff, Kelsey Berry 
is starting a new and 
exciting chapter as a 
stay-at-home mom. 

FEC Kids  Transitions
Kelsey started her career of service 
at FEC in the Missions department 
in 2015 and transitioned into the 
Children's Ministry in 2017, where she 
has served as Communications and 
Event Coordinator and most recently 
as Elementary Coordinator. Kelsey and 
her husband Eli have two boys at home 
and are awaiting the arrival of their 
first baby girl later this summer. We 
will miss Kelsey's creativity, attention 
to detail, and quick wit on staff. But we 
are thrilled for her and her family, and 
we look forward to caring for her little 
ones as they grow up in our church.  
 
Hey there, First Evan! I 
am Emilee Ferwerda. 
During the time our 
church has not been 
gathering in person, I 
have transitioned from 
my role as Childcare Coordinator into 
the role of Nursery Coordinator. I am 
so thankful for Jill and all her years of 
dedicated service loving on the fami-
lies here at church. I loved getting to 

work with Jill. Since transitioning to 
the Nursery Coordinator, I have con-
tinued to work with her to ensure a 
seamless transition. Jill is a wealth of 
knowledge, heart, and passion. I am 
excited to continue to work with Jill 
and combine her years of experience 
here at First Evan with my 5+ years 
working with and supporting young 
children and their families. I am grate-
ful for this opportunity! 

H i ,  I  a m  L e i g h t o n 
S i s t r u n k .  I 'm  a  l i f e -
l o n g  member of First 
Evan, and I am excited 
to serve as the FEC Kids 
Summer Intern. I am a junior at Missis-
sippi College, majoring in Elementary 
Education. You can catch me leading 
our FEC Kids livestream service every 
Sunday morning this summer.

mailto:feckids%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CBYgQ52gNrj/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CBYgQ52gNrj/?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/skm_c65920061114550.pdf
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/skm_c65920061114550.pdf


STUDENTS

We will play games and have Bible 
study while visiting different parks 
around Memphis.

Every week we will meet at a new park. 
Bring money for a food truck snack.

We will be continuing our series 
through Genesis.

 
For more information, contact Eli 
Berry at eberry@firstevan.org.

Open to all female students/leaders. 
Impact ladies will join together to 
discuss the fruit of the Spirit. We will 
talk about what they are, what they 
mean to God, and how to apply them 
to our lives.

Open to all students/leaders. This 
is a fun one. Students will come 
together to play games and talk about 
current events in a safe environment. 
We highly encourage all students to 
attend this time together.

For any information and Zoom codes 
please email Jake Ferwerda at  
jferwerda@firstevan.org.

I m p a c t C o m m o n  G ro u n d C o l l e g e

Memphis Summer Park Tour Memphis Summer Park Tour Midweek Summer Park Tour 

Summer Light Nights 

Girl Talk

Thursday Hangout

July 1         Shelby Farms 
July 9         Greenbelt 
July 18         Shelby Forest 
July 22         Overton Park 
July 27         Johnson Road Park 
August 5     Tom Lee 
August 10   Wolf River Greenery 
August 17   Audubon Park

July 7         Cameron Brown Park 
July 14         Johnson Road Park 
July 21         Overton Park 
July 28         Wolf River Nature Area

6:00 p.m.Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m. Wednesdays, June 24–August 5 
7:30 p.m.

Sundays, June 28–July 26 
7:30–9:00 p.m.

Wednesdays, 3:00–3:45 p.m.

Thursdays, 2:00–3:00 p.m.

For more information, contact Josh 
Hudson at jhudson@firstevan.org.

mailto:eberry%40firstevan.org?subject=
mailto:jferwerda%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://fecollege.squarespace.com/
mailto:jhudson%40firstevan.org?subject=

