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PA S T O R ’ S  P E N S É E S

FOCUS
By Cole Huffman

A  T h o u s a n d  D a y s  Fr o m  N o w 
( Fo u r  N e w  I n i t i a t i v e s )

Janet’s Repentance is a short story by 
George Eliot, containing these lines:

“She was tired, she was sick of that 
barren exhortation: Do right, and 
keep a clear conscience, and God will  
reward you, and your troubles will be 
easier to bear. She wanted strength to do 
right—she wanted something to rely on  
besides her own resolutions; for was 
not the path behind her all strewn with  
broken resolutions? How could she trust 
in new ones?” 

A new round of initiatives is before 
us. I quote from Eliot’s story because  
initiatives are not designed to work 
like resolutions, which are more about  
proving to ourselves we can accomplish 
something. Initiatives are about making 
what we already believe God does in  
and through the gospel more explicit 
among us.

Our initiatives, renewed every 1,000 days, 
aim at carrying out our church’s mission, 
which is to glorify Jesus Christ and  
magnify His gospel in all of life until He 
comes. This requires strategic aims— 
otherwise, it’s really easy for churches 
to settle into status quo, never stretch-
ing our faith and only serving ourselves. 
We don’t want to find ourselves sick and 
tired, like Janet, of having nothing to rely 
on God for. 

We know from Scripture, and also by 
way of His indwelling Spirit, that God is  
always working, always doing more than 
we know. He wants us involved in His 
work, not just as recipients but partici-
pants. Remember the old Experiencing 
God insight: Find where God is working 
and join Him there.

In that vein, the Council and staff want to 
join in what God is doing by way of four 
new initiatives over the next 1,000-day 
window (November 10, 2019 to August 6, 
2022). Steering committees, consisting of 
staff, elders, deacons, and members, are 
responsible for composing and oversee-
ing the work within each initiative.

I N T E N T I O N A L  W E L C O M E

We’d like our campus to be as friendly to 
guests as we can make it. This initiative 
will aim at how we identify and welcome 
guests, manage interior and exterior  
signage and facility navigability, and 
cultivate a member mindset so that all 
of us are looking for new faces every 
Sunday. While some visitors to a church 
wish to remain anonymous, most guests 
appreciate taking the initiative to make 
introductions. We want to provide  
Sunday guests with good opportunities 
to get to know a variety of First Evaners. 
The Intentional Welcome initiative will 
promote the overall guest experience of 
our church. 

C R O S S - G E N E R A T I O N A L  
I N V E S T M E N T S

In our last round of initiatives, we focused 
one of them on mixing generations. 
Cross-Generational Investments is a 
2.0 version. We want to go beyond mere  
mixing of different age groups to  
deepened relationships where spiritual 
formation, vocational care, discipleship, 
and mentoring are commonplace among 
us. Call it “thick community” (as opposed 
to “thin”). Younger generations hunger 
for thick community. Closing genera-
tional gaps is not easy, but those in the 
younger generations generally want to 
know their elders in Christ. Some in the 
younger generations will lead our church 
in the future; this initiative aims at equip-
ping and empowering those who show 
that promise. 

K I N G D O M  C U LT U R E

It seems one of the things God is do-
ing in wider evangelicalism is break-
ing down racial barriers, focusing black 
and white evangelicals on what we have 
in common in Christ. There are learn-
ing curves in this to be sure. First Evan 
has never erected racial barriers in any 
deliberate way. We don’t have a bigoted 
history to repent of, thankfully. But how 
do we make meaningful connections 
with predominately black, Asian, and 
Hispanic congregations? How can we  
promote friendships and fellowship 
together? If God expands our church 
through conversions to Christ, how 
do we reach those who don’t look like 

the majority of us? Heaven is seen in  
Revelation 5 to be a mosaic. Maybe 
through the Kingdom Culture initiative 
God will weave more of His colors into 
our church here and now.  

E N G A G E D  C O M M U N I T Y 

This initiative is focused on what it 
means to belong to our church in mem-
bership. At First Evan, membership is of-
ten assumed or otherwise undervalued. If 
secularism is growing in our time and de-
fining itself against the faith once for all 
entrusted to the saints (Jude 3), member-
ship is a reflective way to practice faithful 
presence—being in the world but not of it  
together. Look for a membership confes-
sion to emerge from the Engaged Com-
munity initiative within the next 1,000 
days, and annual opportunities for First 
Evan families to affirm and reaffirm it. 

Each of these four initiatives is aspira-
tional and invitational. These are not 
mandates, nor, again, resolutions. Initia-
tive shares a common root with the word 
initiate, which means to put something in 
motion. If fruit is borne among us from 
these initiatives, it’s because God moves 
on and works in and through His people. 
May He move in power among us.



G u i d e d  P r a y e r :  
P r o j e c t  L i f e  
P r e s e r v e r s
Sunday, January 5 
12:15 p.m., E236

Project Life Preservers is a prayer ministry 
for parents whose adolescent and adult 
children (16+) are not walking with 
the Lord or may be struggling in their 
walk with Him. We pray the Scriptures 
for our children, trusting that in His 
time, He will draw them to  Himself. 
We will meet the first Sunday of each 
month following the morning worship 
service for approximately one hour.  
A guide will be provided. For more  
information, contact Doris Shifflette, 
240-0294. Register at www.firstevan.org/
projectlifepreservers.

Discover First Evan 
Sundays,  
January 26 (Part 1) and 
February 2 (Part 2) 
9:30–10:30 a.m., E236

A class for anyone interested in learning 
more about First Evan or desiring 
membership. Attending both parts is  
required for membership. Questions 
can be directed to Jacki Stieferman at  
jstieferman@firstevan.org. Register at 
www.firstevan.org/dfe. 

GriefShare 
Thursdays, beginning January 9 
6:00–8:30 p.m., D116 | Cost: $15 
Facilitated by Lorinda Hill
Are you going through a season of grief 
and not sure how to handle it? You do 
not need to grieve alone. GriefShare will 
walk you through the journey of grief 
and provide support along the way. This 
13-week series includes stand-alone vid-
eos, workbooks, small group discussion,  
personal study, and reflection. Register at 
www.firstevan.org/griefshare. 

P r a y e r  M e e t i n g 
Wednesdays, 6:15–8:00 p.m., D114 
Led by Chuck Downs
A prayer guide is provided each week to 
assist in praying for our church, minis-
tries, sick, bereaved, country, missionar-
ies, and military. For more information, 
contact Chuck Downs at cadowns@ 
bellsouth.net. 

DFE

W e l c o m i n g  N e w  M e m b e r s

COMMUNITY

Keith Dismuke 
9356 Glenda Road 

Germantown, TN  38138

Felicity Meadows 
1080 N. Graham 

Memphis, TN 38117

Deborah Hargis 
505 S. Perkins Road, Apt. 208 

Memphis, TN 38117

CARE
H e  C a re s 
Thursday, January 30 
10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m., Gym Lobby
Contact Rhonda Finfrock at 683-0757 or 
rhondafinfrock@comcast.net.

Midweek Fellowship Meals 
Wednesdays, January 8–April 29 
(Will not meet March 18) 
5:00–6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
The food is prepared by John Dawson 
and Jimmy Garrison and is served by 
faithful volunteers. Each individual has 
a choice between an entree and side 
item or the weekly soup and salad bar. A  
dessert is served with every meal. Cost: $6/
adult | $3/kid (3–10 years old) | $30/family 
max. Visitors and guests are always wel-
come, and reservations are not necessary.  
www.firstevan.org/midweek-menu

E l d e r  a n d  D e a c o n 
N o m i n a t i o n s
Please begin praying about upcoming 
nominations for the offices of elder 
and deacon. Because leadership is so 
vital, our Lord Himself prompts and 
places men in areas of service within 
our fellowship. True elders and dea-
cons will be found already doing the 
work. It is our task to discern who 
those individuals may be. Please give 
prayerful consideration to any nomi-
nations you would like to make. A 
biblical description of the kind of men 
we should identify is available on the 
First Evan website. The nomination 
forms will be available the first three 
Sundays in January on tables outside 
the Sanctuary. The submission of 
nominations is limited to First Evan 
members only.



Men's Bible Study: 
1 Peter,  2 Peter,  and 1 John 
Mondays, February 3–May 4 
6:30–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Led by Buddy Jones 
www.firstevan.org/mens-bible-studies

  Our study will consider:    
   1) How should Christians respond 
 when they suffer for doing what 
 is right? 
   2) How do Christians live godly lives   
 when there is so much ungodliness? 
   3) How does a person really know if   
 they are a true Christian?

MEN

WORSHIPWOMEN
H e a r t  t o  H e a r t
W o m e n' s  B i b l e 
S t u d y  “ Who Do 
You Say That  
I  AM?” b y 
B e c k y  H a r l i n g 
Tuesdays, January 7–March 3 
9:30–11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Wednesdays, January 8–March 4 
6:30–8:00 p.m., Chapel 
Led by Crickett Keeth | Cost: $7
Do you know Jesus as He really is? Join 
us for an 8-week Bible study looking 
at the “I AM” statements of Jesus. Go  
beyond knowing about Him to knowing 
Him personally. Find confidence in 
your answer to the question Jesus  
asks: “Who do you say that I am?”  
www.firstevan.org/h2h 

C h i l d r e n' s  C h o i r 
( 1 s t – 5 t h  g r a d e ) 
Wednesdays, January 8–April 29 
5:45–6:30 p.m., E143 
(Will not rehearse on March 11 or 18) 
Director: Rachael Boer
Help  your child develop musical skills 
and worship God with others! Rehearsals 
take place before Awana. No experience 
necessary. Register at www.firstevan.org/
childrens-choir.

S t u d e n t  B a n d  a n d  E n s e m b l e 
( 6 t h – 1 2 t h  g r a d e ) 
Wednesdays, January 8–April 29 
(Will not rehearse on March 11 or 18) 
5:45–6:30 p.m. 
Band, A215 | Ensemble, A221 
Director: Ken Boer
Open to all students who wish to grow 
their musical talent for worship lead-
ership. For more information, contact 
Katelynn Bernardini at kbernardini@
firstevan.org or visit www.firstevan.org/
student-music.

W o r s h i p  C h o i r
Wednesdays, 6:15–8:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
Director: Ken Boer
Come be a part of this intergenerational 
group that loves to lift praises to the Lord 
in song and to support the congregation 
in its worship. We will also prepare for 
our annual Palm Sunday service with full  
symphony orchestra. For more informa-
tion, contact Jan Spurlin at jspurlin@
firstevan.org.

A  C o l o r f u l  D a y  “Drawing Near 
in Heart and Home” 
Saturday, February 8 
9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. | Cost: $12 
Registration begins Sunday, January 12
Join us for a special day filled with learn-
ing, creativity, and encouragement. 
You will have the privilege of hearing 
from Mary Ann Frazier and Marje  
Andrews during the first session, and 
then have the opportunity to choose an 
elective taught by First Evan women 
during the second session. Over lunch 
we will hear from Victoria Duerstock 
(www.victoriaduerstock.com), author of 
the Heart and Home devotional books. 
These devotionals seek to draw a clear 
connection between the basics of interior 
design and Scripture that encourages 
spiritual growth within our hearts. Her 
words inspire women to have a captivat-
ing heart and home.

This day provides a wonderful opportunity 
to invite neighbors, friends, and loved 
ones to experience the community we 
have at our church. Childcare is provided.  
www.firstevan.org/colorful 

Men's Book Study:  
“Don't Waste Your 
Life” b y  J o h n  P i p e r 
Wednesdays, January 8–
March 4, 6:30–8:00 p.m. 
A202 | Cost: $12
Join us for lecture, group discus-
sion, and prayer as we study what 
it means to have a significant life.  
www.firstevan.org/mens-group. 

S ave  t h e  D a t e : 
Men's Retreat 
April 24–26, Mammoth Spring, AR

M e n t o r i n g  M o m s
Tuesday, January 28 
7:00 p.m., Carole Fratesi's Home
1197 Oak River Road, Memphis
All young moms and moms-to-be are 
invited to a question-and-answer time 
with a panel of older moms. Come ready 
with questions and be encouraged 
by other moms. www.firstevan.org/ 
mentoring-moms

Pa l m  S u n d a y  S e r v i c e s
Sunday, April 5, 9:00 and 10:45 a.m.
Presented by the Worship Ministry,  
and members of the 
Memphis Symphony Orchestra
Singers that are not regular members of 
the Worship Choir are invited to join us for 
these special services. On Sunday, Febru-
ary 16, there will be lunch in the Fellow-
ship Hall at noon, followed by a preview  
rehearsal in the Sanctuary from 1:00–2:30 
p.m. Please contact the Worship Office 
at 682-8452 or Jan Spurlin at jspurlin@
firstevan.org if you would like to join us.



MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

Equipping Elective: 
“The Art of Neighboring” 
Wednesdays, January 8–February 19 
6:30–8:00 p.m., A211
We see our neighbors in the regular activities of 
life—at the mailbox, in the yard, or walking the 
neighborhood—but it can often seem challenging 
to really get to know them. How can we graciously 
and intentionally engage our next-door neighbors? 
We will discuss low-intensity strategies to meet 
our neighbors with the hope of cultivating both  
gospel presence and gospel proclamation. Register at  
www.firstevan.org/equipping. 

 
Each January, Life Choices invites churches and individuals to participate in their Bottles For Life  
campaign to raise awareness and funds for the sanctity of life.

The campaign is simple: fill a baby bottle with loose change and drop it off in the Fellowship Hall any 
Sunday in January. That’s it! Participants can fill the baby bottle themselves or with their kids or grand-
kids…however they like! If a bottle is filled early in the month, just pour the change into the container 
on the Bottles For Life table in the Fellowship Hall table on a Sunday morning and then fill it again! We 
will be delivering bottles to Sunday school classes on January 5, so look for them soon.

Advance Memphis 
Lunch and Tour
Wednesday, January 15 
11:45 a.m.–12:30 p.m., 769 Vance Avenue
Engage your South Memphis neighbors 
over lunch! Serve lunch for the Work Life 
program attendees at Advance Memphis – 
then hear about how their ministry shares 
the gospel through job training and en-
trepreneurship. You can meet Andrew 
Beach at First Evan at 11:15 a.m. to ride 
together. Email abeach@firstevan.org to 
RSVP or to find out more details.

KIDS

Ages 3–5, C-Wing K–2nd grade, Gym 3rd–5th grade, Gym

A w a n a 
Resumes Wednesday, January 8 
6:30–8:00 p.m. | Cost: $35 per child/year 
(No meetings March 11 or 18) 
Awards Night: Wednesday, April 29
Build a firm foundation on God's Word in 
your children's lives through our Awana 
program. Children will participate in 
handbook time (Scripture memorization 
and recitation), council time (songs and  
Bible stories), and game time. Note:  
Children must be 3.5 years old and fully 
potty-trained. www.firstevan.org/awana 

C h i l d  D e d i c a t i o n 
Sunday, February 9 
10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
If you wish to dedicate your child, please 
register no later than Sunday, January 26, 
at www.firstevan.org/childdedication.

F a t h e r - D a u g h t e r  S o c k - H o p 
Thursday, January 23 
6:00–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Cost: $10/person ($30 max)
Let's get ready to rock around the clock! 
Doll up in your best 50s attire for this 
fun-for-all-ages evening of dinner, 
dancing, and games! Register now at  
www.firstevan.org/father-daughter.

Life Choices:  Bottles For Life

K i d s '  M i s s i o n s  C o n f e r e n c e  ( K M C ) 
Friday–Sunday, February 21–23 (Ages: 4 years old*–5th grade)
Take a blast to the past at KMC 2020! We will travel back in time, meet-
ing people whose lives were forever changed by their encounters with  
Jesus. Children will consider how time with Jesus gives them a vision for 
their own lives, just like the people they will meet during their time travel.  
Register by Wednesday, February 5, for your child to receive a free t-shirt, and 
register children ages three and under for childcare: www.firstevan.org/kmc.

Regular programming with special mission-
ary guests. Kids can wear their KMC t-shirts.

You won't want to miss the Sunday Evening 
Service. During the Service, the children will 
sing and share about what they have learned 
over the weekend before being dismissed 
for their final gathering. (Children will meet 
in the Sanctuary at 5:30 p.m. to rehearse. 
The Service begins at 6:00 p.m.) A Dessert  
Fellowship will follow.

F R I D AY,  F E B R U A R Y  2 1
6:15–8:00 p.m., Impact Room (E226)

S AT U R D AY,  F E B R U A R Y  2 2
9:00 a.m.–12:25 p.m., Impact Room 
(E226) and E-Wing

S U N D AY,  F E B R U A R Y  2 3
9:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m., C-Wing

5:30–7:30 p.m., Sanctuary

*NEW IN 2020: After much consideration, we 
have decided to adjust our event policies. Children 
must be four years old to participate in KMC and 
VBS. Children younger than four years old should 
be registered for childcare.



GLOBAL MISSIONS RECREATION

What a joy it was to travel to South Asia with your sup-
port and prayers, to encourage and be encouraged by our 
dear sisters in the Lord! The families we met had all served 
together under the umbrella of one ministry, but with po-
litical challenges in the country, they now minister with 
a variety of organizations in different areas. They have 
missed the fellowship and community they once enjoyed, 
so the Family Conference provided much-needed reunion 
and encouragement.

We were reminded of the power of stories to connect us 
to each other and His Word. With the theme of Drawing 
Near, we explored why we can draw near, barriers to draw-
ing near, and practices that help us draw near. The reality 

is that while we live on different continents, our struggles are very similar. Often, 
individual women would share their stories with us. The enemy wants us to believe 
we are alone and make us doubt God’s goodness, lose hope, and cease to love. In 
community, we can help each other remember who God is and what He has done. 

D r a w i n g  N e a r
By Kellye Stelling, Lauren Jordan, and Mary Ewing

STUDENTS
M i d w e e k : I m p a c t  a n d 
C o m m o n  G r o u n d 
Wednesdays, January 8–May 6  
(No meetings March 11 or 18) 
6:30–8:00 p.m., E226 and E202 
(We will meet separately this semester.)
Midweek provides an opportunity for stu-
dents to grow in their relationships with 
Jesus, their friends, and their adult small 
group leaders. Each week we meet for 
games, worship, teaching, and small group 
time. Small groups are divided by grade 
and gender to discuss the message from 
the evening, build friendships, and pray 
together. Afterwards, we eat great snacks 
and hang out. For more information, 
email students@firstevan.org.

Impact 
Winter Retreat 
Friday–Saturday 
January 31–February 1 
Student Wing/Gym
Our Impact Ministry team has been hard 
at work planning a can’t-miss, two-day 
event for your student. Students will 
be involved in multiple facets of team- 
building games, worship, learning, and 
reflection focused on our theme this year: 
“Who’s Your One?” www.firstevan.org/
winterretreat. 

Bible Studies 
Sundays, January 12 and 26, February 9 
and 16, March 1 and 22, April 5 and 19 
Common Ground: Light Nights
6:30–8:00 p.m., 4969 Flamingo Rd., 38117
This Bible study is a down-to-earth time of 
fellowship and connection. This semester 
we are diving into the Alpha video series. 
Impact: The Gathering
6:15–8:00 p.m., Gym Lobby
Eating, praying, reading scripture, and 
learning together. This semester we are 
focusing on engaging our students in how 
to lead within their spheres of influence 
and giving them the opportunity to do so.

Impact: Girl Talk
Sundays, January 19, February 23,  
March 8 and 29, April 26, May 3
6:15-7:30 p.m., College Room
Middle  school girls are invited for fellow-
ship with baked goods and a semester-
long study on the women of the Bible. For 
questions or more information, please 
email Anna at aphillips@firstevan.org.

Common Ground
Rest WKND 
Friday–Sunday 
January 17–19 
The Country Place 
Moscow, TN
This is an intentional retreat for high 
schoolers who are interested in rest-
ing, having fun, and engaging with God.  
Register at www.firstevan.org/restwknd. 

G l o b a l  M i s s i o n s  Te a m 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s
The Global Missions Team is seeking 
recommendations for new members 
to serve a three-year term. They must 
be committed members of First Evan 
with a deep interest in missions and 
have sufficient time and concern for 
worldwide missions to make a mean-
ingful commitment to the GMT. First 
Evan members may send recommen-
dations to missions@firstevan.org or 
speak to any current GMT member.

N e w  O n  S t a f f

Jeffery Johnson 
Recreation Director

Jeffery is a Germantown High School 
graduate, Mississippi State gradu-
ate, has been married to Mandy for  
almost four years, and has been work-
ing at the Kroc Center and running a 
personal training company. He has a 
diversity of talents: He played college 
basketball at Mississippi State, is a 
spoken word poet, and enjoys drawing 
and sculpting.

“I Am Sending You” 
Global Missions Conference

 

Friday–Monday, February 21–24
Speaker: Andrew Scott, CEO of  
Operation Mobilization USA 
Special Music: Proskuneo and 
First Evan musicians
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JA N UA R Y 

F E B RUA R Y 

 1  Church Closed for New Year's Day  

 5 Communion | Guided Prayer: Project Life Preservers  12:15 p.m., E236 

 7 Heart to Heart Women's Bible Study Begins 
 8  Midweek Fellowship Meals and Activities Resume  5:00 p.m. Dinner, Fellowship Hall 

 9 GriefShare Begins  6:00–8:30 p.m., D116 

 12 Baptism   10:45 a.m., Sanctuary  |  Impact: The Gathering Begins  6:15–8:00 p.m., Gym Lobby  

  Common Ground: Light Nights Begins  6:30–8:00 p.m., 4969 Flamingo Rd., Memphis, 38117 

 14 Elder/Deacon Meeting 
 15 Advance Memphis Lunch and Tour  11:45 a.m.–12:30 p.m., 769 Vance Avenue 
 17–19 Common Ground Rest WKND  The Country Place, Moscow, TN  

 19 Impact: Girl Talk Begins  6:15–7:30 p.m., College Room  

 20 Church Closed for MLK Holiday 

 23  Father-Daughter Sock-Hop  6:00–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall  
 26 DFE (Part 1)  9:30–10:30 a.m., E236 

  Sunday School Leadership Meeting   4:30 p.m., Multi–Purpose Room 

 28 Mentoring Moms   7:00 p.m., Carole Fratesi's Home (1197 Oak River Rd., Memphis) 

 30 He Cares  10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m., Gym Lobby 

 31–1 Impact Winter Retreat  Student Wing, Gym

 2 Communion | DFE (Part 2)  9:30–10:30 a.m., E236 

 3 Men's Bible Study  6:30–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
 8 A Colorful Day  9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 

 9 Child Dedication  10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 

 10 Elder/Deacon Meeting 
 16 Palm Sunday Lunch and Rehearsal  12:00, Fellowship Hall | 1:00–2:30 p.m., Sanctuary 
 17 LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 
 21–23 Kids' Missions Conference 
 21–24 “I Am Sending You” Global Missions Conference  

 24 Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel 

 27 He Cares  10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m., Gym Lobby 

 29 Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast  7:30–11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall

facebook.com/firstevan 
vimeo.com/firstevan 
soundcloud.com/firstevan 
@firstevan735

www.firstevan.org/church-wide-subscriptions

www.firstevan.org/watch

For iOS: www.firstevan.org/ios-app 
For Android: www.firstevan.org/android-app

MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES

DOWNLOAD OUR APP

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 
His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel


