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If Jesus walked our world today, would 
He use technology? Wonderful Coun-
selor, Mighty God, Prince of Crowdsourc-
ing? Many assume Jesus would want 
His message broadcast to the widest 
possible audience. Haven’t we read the 
Great Commission? So why wouldn’t He 
simulcast His Sermon on the Mount? 
Why wouldn’t He gain exponential follow-
ers through tweeting and posting? How 
many likes would His arm around a see-
ing Bartimaeus garner on Instagram?  

The Lord can do anything He wants with 
anything He chooses. Thank God for how 
technology helps Bible translation work 
around the world, for instance, and many 
other glorifying uses of it. But when it’s 
asserted that of course Jesus would use 
technology like any other message-driver, I 
pause, for two reasons: one has to do with 
crowds and the other with incarnation.

Jesus wasn’t a fan of crowds as crowds. 
His compassion for people in the crowds 
was warm, but crowds cool to confronta-
tion awful quick. Worse, crowds turn into 
mobs, like the one apostles had to contend 
with in Acts 19. People absorb into crowds 
and do things they wouldn’t do if not for be-
ing in the crowd. “Crowds lie,” as Eugene 
Peterson puts it, because “in crowds truth 
is flattened to fit a slogan.” Same holds 
sometimes for churches doing high-tech 
forms of mass communication.

There’s also the whole point of the in-
carnation to consider when we’re help-
ing Jesus pick out His iPhone 7 and 3-D 
projector. Google says roughly 108 billion 
people have populated the earth, includ-
ing the 7 billion of us living now. (About 
7% of all who’ve ever lived are alive now; 
the dead outnumber the living 14 to 1.) 
Was it strategic of God to reveal Himself 
in flesh when He did, in such a non-tech 
age? As Joel Mayward wrote in a piece 

 
Jesus Tech
by Cole Huffman

for Christianity Today: “Why didn’t [God] 
wait until television, when he could have 
done a two-hour evening special on how 
much he cares for us and desires relation-
ship with us? Certainly he knew the Inter-
net was coming—he could have created 
a Facebook account and given us con-
stant updates on his love for us through 
his statuses, sharing special nuggets of 
inspirational verses and catchphrases 
through his Twitter, Instagram, and Tum-
blr accounts.” 

Those who are sure Jesus would tech 
gladly do not say the Word wouldn’t have 
become flesh and dwelt among us. Their 
point is in service to message distribution 
and the pragmatics of movement build-
ing, that no one lights a lamp and hides it 
under a basket, as Jesus said. Tech is a 
tool, and I don’t believe Jesus would have 
been a Luddite. 

Still, the incarnation was about personal 
touch. Nearness. The digitalness of actual 
fingers and toes. It was about unmediat-
ed access to God in flesh. We have lulled 
ourselves to now expect mediated inter-
actions through screens. The tail is wag-
ging the dog. Consider Sherry Turkle’s 
observation, in Reclaiming Conversation, 
that people raised on technology believe 
if they want to get friendship right, “you 
have to get right with your phone.”

There is one God and one mediator be-
tween God and man (1 Tim. 2:5-6). Get-
ting right with God is still through Jesus. 
He came to His own in a low-tech era and 
His own did not receive Him. The human 
heart hasn’t changed. A high-tech era is 
even more diversionary, inspiring greater 
autonomy. I’m for gospel-centered uses 
of technology and wide gospel dissemi-
nation via simulcasting and such, but 
touting that Jesus would of course be 
with our with-it-ness, an innovating sav-
ior, seems a bit (at times) like trying to im-
prove on God.

I find it helpful rounding each new year to 
remind myself that God doesn’t need me 
for anything. He doesn’t need me to de-
fend His honor. I have ambition and ener-
gy and gifts and calling and passion and 
pulpit, but He doesn’t need me to reach 
His world. I am not now and never will be 
indispensible to His purposes. We are un-
worthy servants (Luke 17:10).

I think it healthy to put the same check on 
our assumptions about all the kingdom 
of technology can do for the kingdom of 
God. It helps in the ways it does, but isn’t 
messianic. At the end He still comes on a 
horse—a horse—in the sky.



CHURCH-WIDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORSHIP

Midweek at First Evan

Undie Sunday

Palm Sunday
Choir

"Awesome Wonder:
The Creator's Handiwork"

Wednesdays, Now through April 26 
Dinner from 5:00–6:00 p.m.

February 24–26, Ages: 3½* years 
through 5th grade 

February 24–26

Palm Sunday Services, Sunday, April 9 
9:00 & 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary

First Rehearsal 
Sunday, 
February 26 
4:00–5:45 p.m., Choir Room

The cost is only $6/adult, $3/child 
(3–10 years old) with a family max of $30. 
$7 per take home meal.
Visit: www.firstevan.org/midweek.

MISSIONS

Thanks to all who generously donated 
over 600 undergarments that will help 
homeless men and women who are in ex-
treme poverty. We will be delivering the 
items to shelters.

Singers that are not regular choir mem-
bers are invited to join with the Worship 
Choir and members of the Memphis Sym-
phony Orchestra for this special season-
al event on Sunday, April 9. Please con-
tact the Worship Office at 682-8452 if 
you will be attending the first rehears-
al on Sunday, February 26. Rehearsals 
will continue on Sundays through March 
26 from 4:00–5:45 p.m.

Kids' Missions Conference

Global Missions Conference

"The First Journey"

"Thy Kingdom Come"

We are thrilled to travel back in time 
to explore The First Journey! Join us 
as we learn about the Apostle Paul’s 
journey of faith. We will discover how 
God took Paul not only on a geographi-
cal journey, but also a journey of spiri-
tual growth. Hear from missionaries 
about their faith journeys and consider 
what kind of journey God has in store 
for each of us! *New this year: To at-
tend the Kids’ Missions Conference, 
children must be potty-trained and 
have turned 3 by June 1, 2016. Nurs-
ery will be provided for children 3½ 
and under throughout the conference. 

The disciples of Jesus asked Him to 
teach them to pray. His response began 
with “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy name. THY KINGDOM COME, Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 

During the conference we will hear amaz-
ing accounts of God at wor throughout 
the world from our keynote speaker and 
missionaries. We’ll hear how the gospel 
is proclaimed and the church is grow-
ing in the midst of difficult circumstanc-
es. We’ll learn about positive trends in 
church growth, and hindrances faced by 
our brothers and sisters. You will be en-
couraged and motivated to get involved 
by praying, giving, or going.  

Youth Evening: Come to the youth 
party for Impact (Middle School), 
Crossroads (High School), and College 
students following the Friday Evening 
Service. We will gather in the Cross-
roads room at 8:00 p.m. to enjoy ap-
petizers, drinks, music, and hear from 
First Evan missionaries. It will be a spe-
cial night that you won’t want to miss! 
 
Music by IziBongo: Izibongo refers 
to 'praises intoned in honor of a per-
son.' This genre of praise poetry comes 
from the Zulu people of South Africa. 
The group chose this name to uniquely 
reflect their desire to honor the Lord 
Jesus Christ. God is preparing for 
Himself glorious praise throughout the 
earth; this is a small foretaste of this 
'glory of the nations.' It's anything but 
traditional church music, but it truly 
is the music of the Church universal. 
Visit www.izibongo.com. 

ADULTS
LLL Movie Day  
Monday, February 20, 1:00 p.m., Chapel 

All are
welcome!

JP & Kathryn Hickey 
8812 Rock Maple Cove 
Germantown, TN 38139

 
Conference speaker: 
Peter Maiden 
(International Director 
Emeritus, Operation 
Mobilization, UK)

South Sudan Fundraising Project: 

There will be activities for all ages: 
child care, Kids’ Missions Conference, 
Youth Evening, and adults. Come to the 
weekend-long conference and discover 
what role the Lord wants you to play: 
Pray? Give? Go? Invest your time and 
be surprised by the Lord. See how you 
can make a difference!

Special Global Missions Conference Features:

(In partnership with Operation Broken 
Silence and Operation Mobilization) 
We will raise funds for schools in refu-
gee camps, church planting and train-
ing for pastors, and Christian litera-
ture. The project display will be open 
throughout the conference. 

 

For more information and to view 
the complete schedule, visit: 

www.firstevan.org/gmc

Register at www.firstevan.org/kmc 
or in the Fellowship Hall on Sundays.



STUDENTS

Crossings Summer Camp 
Register by Sunday, February 12 
Camp: June 4–9

Gather together for a half-day seminar to 
fellowship and learn from each other and 
the Lord. You will choose two breakout 
sessions and then enjoy lunch with our 
keynote speaker and watercolor artist, 
Debbie Hannah Skinner. She will bring us 
a lesson on "Resting in the Lord."

We'll also have A Colorful Day for Kids! 
with a lesson on "Resting with Jesus" for 
children ages 5 and younger. Please bring 
a sack lunch for any child registering. 
For more details and to register, visit 
www.firstevan.org/colorful.

This year the theme is “Outsiders.” 
Students will learn more about what it 
looks like to be citizens of heaven. All stu-
dents who will have completed 6th–11th 
grade by this summer are invited to attend. 
The cost of camp is $400/student and a 
$75 deposit is due at registration. Regis-
tration is open now until February 12 at 
www.firstevan.org/students.

Focus On: First Evan Staff  

Nick Toebbe (pronounced 
teh-bee), our new A/V 
Coordinator, was born 
and raised in the greater-
Cincinnati area and lived 
and breathed baseball. 
He moved to Memphis in 

MEN

CARE

WOMEN

Saturday, February 11 
9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
Cost: $10 (includes catered lunch) 

Oasis
Restof

Oasis
Restof

Oasis
Restof

Matthew
11:28-30

A Colorful Day

A Colorful Day  

Mondays, February 6–April 24 
6:30–8:00 p.m.,Fellowship Hall

Monday Night Bible Study
"The King is Coming!" (Revelation)

For more information contact Buddy Jones, 
buddyjones0@gmail.com  or 351-3712.

"Oasis of Rest"

For more information, 
contact Cathy Graham at 

For more information, contact Rhonda 
Finfrock at 683-0757 or rhondafinfrock@
comcast.net.

For more information, contact Jerry John-
ston at 674-1525 or jerryjdds@gmail.
com or Joan Johnston at 674-1425 or 
joantjohnston@gmail.com.

ACT II Widows Fellowship  
 
Thursday, February 9 
Rosebriar, Eads, TN

Valentine Luncheon

He Cares 
Thursday, February 23, 9:30 a.m.,  
Soltau Center

(Ministry for the Homebound)

(Ministry for those caring for others)Caregivers 
Monday, February 27, 7:00 p.m., Chapel 

RECREATION

Cost is $65 per player (ages 4–12). You 
may register online at www.firstevan.
org/soccer. Coaching is an awesome 
opportunity to influence a child’s life 
in a godly way. If you are interested 
in coaching or have any questions, 
contact Bryce Berry, 683-7700 or 
bberry@firstevan.org. 

Register by Tuesday, February 21 
Season: March 24/25–May 12/13

Spring Soccer

Save the Date: 
This Summer! June 12–16 
Registration begins April 2, Ages:  
3½ years through entering 5th grade 
www.firstevan.org/vbs 

Vacation Bible School

KIDS

See page 2 for Kids’ Missions Conference

FAMILY

Father-Daughter 
Valentine Princess Prom
Thursday, February 9 
6:00–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Cost: $10/person ($30 family max)
Fathers and daughters of all ages are in-
vited to join us for a night of food, danc-
ing, and fun! Get your tickets in the 
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, February 
5 or during the week from the church 
receptionist. Or, register at www.first 
evan.org/father-daughter.

Saturday, February 18 
7:30–10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Cost: $5/person, $20/family

Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast

This fundraiser aims to make the program 
affordable for every boy by helping to 
cover program, equipment, and camping 
costs. Tickets are available from troop-
 members Sundays and Wednesdays and 
the day of the event.

Men's Retreat 
April 28–30, Mammoth Spring, AR 
Guest Speaker: Stacy Tyson 
Registration begins Friday, April 7
Join us for a fun weekend of fish tales, 
fellowship, and good food at our annual 
Men's Retreat. For more information, 
contact John Christiansen, 652-3355 
or email wrgllc98@bellsouth.net.

See page 2 for Global Missions Conference 
Youth Evening

2011 to pursue his dream of becoming a 
professional musician and recording en-
gineer. Nick met his wife, Shekinah, that 
same year and they were married this 
past October. Nick and his wife play in 
a band called You The Few, where they 
take the gospel into areas of the world 
that are hurting. He also runs a record-
ing studio and is currently working on a 
project with YouVersion, the number one 
downloaded Bible app. Nick is excited to 
be a part of such a great church and is 
looking forward to this new season of life.

685-1028 or cathygraham@icloud.com.



Communion | Scout Sunday  
Men's Monday Night Bible Study Begins 6:30–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

ACT II Widows Fellowship Valentine Luncheon Rosebriar, Eads, TN 
Father-Daughter Valentine Princess Prom 6:00–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

A Colorful Day 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Child Dedication 
Deacon/Elder Meeting 
Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast 7:30–10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
LLL Movie Day 1:00 p.m., Chapel | Mother's Day Out Closed for President's Day 

He Cares 9:30 a.m., Soltau Center 
Palm Sunday Choir Rehearsal 4:00–5:45 p.m., Choir Room 

Kids' Missions Conference Visit www.firstevan.org/kmc for full schedule 
Global Missions Conference Visit www.firstevan.org/gmc for full schedule   
Global Worship Celebration Sunday School with Missionaries 9:00–10:15 a.m. 

Fellowship 10:15–10:45 a.m. | One Worship Service 10:45 a.m.– noon | Fellowship Lunch with Missionary Reports 

12:30–1:45 p.m., Fellowship Hall | GMC Evening Service 6:00–7:15 p.m., Sanctuary | Fellowship & Snacks 7:15–8:00 p.m. 

Men's Prayer Breakfast with Missionaries 6:15–7:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Caregivers 7:00 p.m., Chapel 

W O R S H I P

F IND US ON

To manage your church-wide 
subscriptions visit 
www.firstevan.org/church-
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P H O N E :  9 0 1 . 6 8 2 . 8 4 5 2  |  F A X :  9 0 1 . 6 8 2 . 8 9 3 7 
w w w . f i r s t e v a n . o r g

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Memphis, TN
Permit 600

CALENDAR
(No Evening Service)8:45 a.m. 

Classic Service 
(Sanctuary)

10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School Classes

11:15 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 
(Sanctuary)

6:00 p.m. 
Evening Service 
(Fellowship Hall)

LLL Luncheon 11:00 a.m.–1:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Communion 
ACT II Widows Fellowship 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
Daylight Savings Time Begins 2:00 a.m. 

Spring Break: Mother's Day Out & Midweek will NOT meet 
LLL Movie Day 1:00 p.m., Chapel | Deacon/Elder Meeting 

He Cares 9:30 a.m., Soltau Center
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