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PA S T O R ’ S  P E N S É E S

FOCUS
When I lived in Nash-
ville, a friend in the mu-
sic industry told me about 
the night a famous artist 
pulled up to his house,  

asking if my friend had a copy of the  
artist’s CD he could borrow. I know the 
feeling, having no hard copy of my first 
book, He Made the Stars Also, published this 
year, in my possession at present. But I’m 
appreciative of all who do.

I read some memoirs about fathers and 
fathering, like Bruce Feiler’s The Council of 
Dads, about a group of men Feiler assembled 
to be there for his daughters in case his 
cancer was fatal (it wasn’t). I read two books 
by sons working through what their fathers 
meant to them: My Father Left Me Ireland, 
by Michael Brendan Dougherty, a memoir 
of growing up in America only occasionally 
seeing his Irish father, and The World’s 
Largest Man, by Harrison Scott Key, a 
memoir of growing up in Mississippi  
seeing too much of his father, in that Key and 
his father were so completely different. I en-
joyed Key’s follow-up book, Congratulations, 
Who Are You Again?

Staying with memoirs, I read Phil Collins’ 
Not Dead Yet. I’ve always loved his music 
but never knew how much pain and longing 
informed it. I picked up Martin Short’s  
I Must Say because his sketch characters 
still make me laugh. In one place he  
describes Steve Martin and Tom Hanks 
going for their annual colonoscopies  
together with him. Their “Hootenanny of 
Purge” the night before brought tears.

Speaking of colonoscopies, I turned 50 
this year, and know my turn on that table 
cometh soon. But according to Tom Nichols 
in The Death of Expertise, if I probe my 
doctor’s probing of me by offering my own 
internet research on the subject, it just 
makes me a pain in the behind. Because our 
search engines rev high, we think we know 
more about any variety of things than we 
actually do.

The premise of Nichols’ book—what makes 
an expert—comes into tension in Earl 
Swift’s Chesapeake Requiem: A Year with 
the Watermen of Vanishing Tangier Island. 

T h e  B o o k s  L i s t 
2 0 1 9
By Cole Huffman

Their Virginia island is slowly receding 
into the Chesapeake as sea levels rise. Most 
of them are evangelical Methodists and 
deny what they’re being told by scientific 
experts about sea-level changes. They’re 
expert crabbers, on the water everyday, 
and don’t themselves see any evidence of  
sea-level change. But they do see they’re 
losing the land their unique culture has  
inhabited since 1778.

Staying in the water, the most interesting 
book I read this year is Ian Urbina’s The 
Outlaw Ocean. A journalist who spent the 
last five years documenting sea slavery,  
piracy, abortion ships, illegal fishing  
vessels, and waste dumping into oceans, 
Urbina has seen it all. Most of the earth,  
being ocean, is ungoverned. I kept thinking 
on that first line in Revelation 21, about the 
coming new heavens and new earth, that 
there will then be no more sea. No more 
death, also, and the things that contribute 
to it, which takes me to Fearless, by Eric 
Blehm. It’s about a young man from Hot 
Springs, Arkansas, who turned from drugs 
to become a highly decorated Navy SEAL, 
but died in combat. 

From the sea to the air, Mike Leach’s 
football coaching memoir about his Air Raid 
offense, Swing Your Sword, was a good read. 
I would have loved to play for a coach like 
Leach, but I was a runner. I took a slow jog 
through Joseph Epstein’s thick collection of 
essays on everything under the sun: Wind 
Sprints. I think I’ve read most everything 
Epstein has published.

Therefore I Have Hope, by Cameron Cole, 
is about losing his three-year-old son and 
conveys hard won insights, like his “grace 

for this hour” mentality in experiencing 
grief. Remember Death, by Matthew  
McCullough, is a very fine treatment of life 
in Christ via an extended meditation of 
Ecclesiastes. Long Story Short, by Glen 
Scrivener, superbly gives us the story of the 
Bible in twelve phrases.

Addicted to Lust is not a biblical phrase, but 
according to its author, sociologist Samuel 
Perry, “even though committed Christians 
are not more likely to watch pornography 
than other Americans, they are consistently 
more likely to label themselves ‘addicted’ to 
pornography.” I pair his book with The Soul 
of Shame, by Curt Thompson, which is about 
all the ways shame blocks grace and truth 
from making their home in us. 

I should include The End of Secularism, by 
Hunter Baker. Modern secularism tries to 
present itself as neutral and non-religious, 
but it is neither. Disruptive Witness, by Alan 
Noble, tracked similarly: how do we speak 
truth in and to such an age? I’m taking 
our staff through yet another book in this 
vein, Jake Meador’s In Search of the Common 
Good: Christian Fidelity in a Fractured World.

My favorite book of the year is Andrew  
Peterson’s Adorning the Dark: Thoughts 
on Community, Calling, and the Mystery of  
Making. He’s a singer-songwriter in 
Nashville (not the one who didn’t have a 
copy of his own CD). Everything he writes 
about song craft and performing I find true 
for sermon craft and preaching. He weaves 
his own life story throughout, which has 
similar providences to mine. We’ve both 
never gotten past the amazement that God 
uses guys like us to bless His people.



G u i d e d  P r a y e r :  
P r o j e c t  L i f e  
P r e s e r v e r s
Sunday, January 5 
12:15 p.m., E236

Project Life Preservers is a prayer ministry 
for parents whose adolescent and adult 
children (16+) are not walking with 
the Lord or may be struggling in their 
walk with Him. We pray the Scriptures 
for our children, trusting that in His 
time, He will draw them to  Himself. 
We will meet the first Sunday of each 
month following the morning worship 
service for approximately one hour.  
A guide will be provided. For more  
information, contact Doris Shifflette, 
240-0294. Register at www.firstevan.org/
projectlifepreservers.

Discover First Evan 
Sundays,  
January 26 (Part 1) and 
February 2 (Part 2) 
9:30–10:30 a.m., E236

A class for anyone interested in learning 
more about First Evan or desiring 
membership. Attending both parts is  
required for membership. Questions 
can be directed to Jacki Stieferman at  
jstieferman@firstevan.org. Register at 
www.firstevan.org/dfe. 

G r i e f S h a r e 
Thursdays, beginning January 9 
6:00–8:30 p.m., D116 | Cost: $15 
Facilitated by Lorinda Hill.
Are you going through a season of grief 
and not sure how to handle it? You do 
not need to grieve alone. GriefShare will 
walk you through the journey of grief 
and provide support along the way. This 
13-week series includes stand-alone vid-
eos, workbooks, small group discussion,  
personal study, and reflection. Register at 
www.firstevan.org/griefshare. 

P r a y e r  M e e t i n g 
Wednesdays, 6:15–8:00 p.m., D114 
Led by Chuck Downs
A prayer guide is provided each week to 
assist in praying for our church, minis-
tries, sick, bereaved, country, missionar-
ies, and military. For more information, 
contact Chuck Downs at cadowns@ 
bellsouth.net. 

DFE

W e l c o m i n g  N e w  M e m b e r s

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  M e e t i n g  R e c a p

Curt and Christy Bicknell 
310 Ridgecrest 

Arlington, TN  38002

Margie Reed 
748 Hedgegrove Drive 

Memphis, TN 38117

On Sunday, November 10, the congregation voted to amend the Constitution to require 
only an annual meeting each May. Also at this meeting, Phil Sistrunk was re-elected 
chairman of the congregation and Jonathan Klassy was re-elected vice-chairman. 
These men will serve an abbreviated term running until May 2020 when we will elect 
a new chairman and vice-chairman in accordance with the newly revised constitution.

MEN

COMMUNITY M i d w e e k  Fe l l o w s h i p  M e a l s 
Wednesdays, January 8–April 29 
(Will not meet March 18) 
5:00–6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
The food is prepared by John Dawson 
and Jimmy Garrison and is served by 
faithful volunteers. Each individual has 
a choice between an entree and side 
item or the weekly soup and salad bar. 
A dessert is served with every meal. The 
cost is $6 for adults and $3 for children 
(3–10 years old)  with a family maxi-
mum of $30. $7 for take-home meals. 
Visitors and guests are always welcome 
and reservations are not necessary.  
www.firstevan.org/midweek-menu

Men's Book Study:  
“Don't Waste Your Life”
b y  J o h n  P i p e r 
Wednesdays, January 8–March 4 
6:30–8:00 p.m., A202 | Cost: $12
Join us for lecture, group discussion, and 
prayer as we study what it means to have 
a significant life. www.firstevan.org/
mens-group. 

Men's Bible Study: 
1 Peter,  2 Peter,  and 1 John 
Mondays, February 3–May 4 
6:30–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Led by Buddy Jones 
 
Our study will consider these 
three questions:

How should Christians respond 
when they suffer for doing what 
is right?  

How do Christians live godly lives 
when there is so much ungodliness  
around them? 

How does a person really know if they 
are a true Christian?

www.firstevan.org/mens-bible-studies 



S e a s o n a l  C a l e n d a r

WORSHIPWOMEN

H e a r t  t o  H e a r t
W o m e n' s  B i b l e  S t u d y
“ Who Do You Say That I  AM?”
b y  B e c k y  H a r l i n g 
Tuesdays, January 7–March 3 
9:30–11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Wednesdays, January 8–March 4 
6:30–8:00 p.m., Chapel 
Led by Crickett Keeth 
Register today! Cost: $7
Do you know Jesus as He really is? Join 
us for an 8-week Bible study looking 
at the “I AM” statements of Jesus. Go  
beyond knowing about Him to knowing 
Him personally. Find confidence in 
your answer to the question Jesus  
asks, “Who do you say that I am?”  
www.firstevan.org/h2h 

C h i l d r e n' s  C h o i r 
Wednesdays, January 8–April 29 
5:45–6:30 p.m., E143 
(Will not rehearse on March 11 or 18) 
Director: Rachael Boer
Help  your child develop musical skills 
and worship God with others! This choir 
will sing in the Worship Service on  
Sundays, February 9 and March 29 and 
during the Midweek Celebration on 
Wednesday, April 29. www.firstevan.org/
childrens-choir

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8   No Sunday School; No Children's Church  
 “Come and Behold Him” A Christmas Festival of Lessons & Carols 
 9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship Services, Sanctuary 
  Nursery: 2 years old and under (both services) 
 International Brunch, 10:20 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
  World Prayer Focus, 5:30 p.m., Chapel

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15  Regular Schedule 
  No Evening Service 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22   No Sunday School; No Children's Church 
 Worship Service, 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 
  Nursery: 2 years old and under 
  No Evening Service

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24   No Nursery Provided 
 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Children's Nativity 
 5:00 p.m., Sanctuary

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29   No Sunday School; No Children's Church 
 Worship Service, 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 
  Nursery: 2 years old and under 
  No Evening Service  
 

S t u d e n t  B a n d  a n d  E n s e m b l e 
Wednesdays, January 8–April 29 
5:45–6:30 p.m., A220/221 
(Will not rehearse on March 11 or 18) 
Directors: Katelynn Bernardini 
and Caleb Park
Open to all students who wish to grow their 
musical talent for worship leadership. 
www.firstevan.org/student-music

W o r s h i p  C h o i r
Wednesdays, 6:15–8:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
Director: Ken Boer
Come be a part of this intergenerational 
group that loves to lift praises to the Lord 
in song and to support the congregation 
in its worship. We will also prepare for 
our annual Palm Sunday service with full  
symphony orchestra. For more informa-
tion, contact Jan Spurlin at jspurlin@
firstevan.org.

B a p t i s m
Sunday, January 12 
10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
Register by Monday, December 23 at 
www.firstevan.org/baptism.

S ave  t h e  D a t e : 
A  C o l o r f u l  D a y  “Drawing Near 
in Heart and Home” 
Saturday, February 8 
9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
Cost: $12 
Registration begins 
Sunday, January 12
Come join us for a 
special day filled 
with learning, cre-
ativity, and en-
couragement. You 
will have the opportunity to sign 
up for two electives taught by 
women of First Evan. Over lunch we 
will hear from Victoria Duerstock 
(www.victoriaduerstock.com), author of 
the Heart and Home devotional books. 
These devotionals seek to draw clear 
connection between the basics of interior 
design and scripture that encourages 
spiritual growth within our hearts. Her 
words inspire women to have a captivat-
ing heart and home.

This day provides a wonderful opportunity 
to invite neighbors, friends, and loved 
ones to experience the community we 
have at our church. Childcare is provided.  
www.firstevan.org/colorful 



S t a f f  S p o t l i g h t

Lauren Jordan 
High School Girls 

Discipleship Coordinator

Will Jenkins 
Facilities Director

Lauren joined our Common Ground 
team in October. She will be min-
istering to and equipping our high 
school girls and volunteer leaders in 
the faith. We are looking forward to 
seeing how God continues to use her.

Will  has been married for five 
years to Casey. They have a 
4-year-old daughter, Jillian. He is 
currently  studying Biochemistry 
at The University of Memphis. 
Will is an avid Duke basketball 
fan with deep appreciation of his 
North Carolina roots. He and his 
family look forward to plugging in 
to life at First Evan. 

KIDS

STUDENTS

Ages 3–5, C-Wing K–2nd grade, Gym 3rd–5th grade, Gym

A w a n a 
Resumes Wednesday, January 8 
6:30–8:00 p.m. | Cost: $35 per child/year 
(No meetings March 11 or 18) 
Awards Night: Wednesday, April 29
Build a firm foundation on God's Word in 
your children's lives through our Awana 
program. Children will participate in 
handbook time (Scripture memorization 
and recitation), council time (songs,  
Bible stories) and game time. Note:  
Children must be 3.5 years old and fully 
potty-trained. www.firstevan.org/awana 

C o l l e g e  F i n a l s  C o f f e e  H o u s e 
Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, December 8, 9, 10, 7:00 p.m.–midnight
All college students are welcome to free Wi-Fi, coffee, food, and study space. 

M i d w e e k : I m p a c t  a n d  C o m m o n  G r o u n d 
Wednesdays, January 8–May 6 (No meeting March 11 or 18) 
6:30–8:00 p.m., E226 and E202 (Note: We will meet separately this semester.)
Midweek provides an opportunity for students to grow in their relationships with 
Jesus, their friends, and their adult small group leaders. Each week we meet for 
games, worship, teaching, and small group time. Small groups are divided by grade 
and gender to discuss the message from the evening, build friendships, and pray 
together. Afterwards, we eat great snacks and hang out. For more information, 
email students@firstevan.org.

Each year the elementary students celebrate Advent season by participating in a 
service project. This year we are collecting school uniform pants for Cornerstone 
Prep in Binghampton. Please send new or gently used child-sized pants in 
black, khaki, or navy with your child to Sunday School. Email Kelsey Berry at  
kberry@firstevan.org with questions.

Pants Drive     Now–Sunday, December 15

Common Ground  Rest WKND 
Friday–Sunday, January 17–19 
The Country Place, Moscow, TN
This is an intentional retreat for high 
schoolers who are interested in rest-
ing, having fun, and engaging with God.  
Register at www.firstevan.org/restwknd. 

Impact Winter Retreat 
Friday–Saturday, January 31–February 1
Our Impact Ministry team has been hard 
at work planning a can’t-miss, two-day 
event for your student. Students will 
be involved in multiple facets of team  
building games, worship, learning, and 
reflection focused on our theme this year 
“Who’s Your One?” For registration and 
more information, visit www.firstevan.
org/winterretreat. 



MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

ADULTS

CARE

“A n g e l s  W e  H a v e  H e a r d  o n  H i g h” 
S e n i o r  C h r i s t m a s  L u n c h e o n
Saturday, December 14 
Refreshments, 10:30 a.m. 
Lunch, 11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Featuring the “3-4-One” Trio. RSVP by Tuesday, 
December 10 to Susanna Winter at dswinter@ 
bellsouth.net.

L L L  M o v i e  D a y
Monday, December 16
1:00 p.m., Chapel
Join us for free popcorn, 
drinks, and the showing 
of Elf.

Equipping Elective: 
“The Art of Neighboring” 
Wednesdays, January 8–February 19 
6:30–8:00 p.m., A211
We see our neighbors in the regular  
activities of life—at the mailbox, in the 
yard, or walking the neighborhood—but 
it can often seem challenging to really 
get to know our neighbors. How can we  
graciously and intentionally engage our 
next door neighbors? We will discuss low-
intensity strategies to meet our neighbors, 
with the hope of cultivating both gospel 
presence and gospel proclamation.  
Register at www.firstevan.org/equipping. 

Binghampton Christian Academy 
Wednesday, December 11 
5:30 p.m., 175 North Tillman
Serve and eat dinner with dorm  
students, hear about the ministry of 
Binghampton Christian Academy, and 
build a unique relationship with your 
Binghampton neighbors. Families are  
welcome to attend together!

C a re g i ve r s  C h r i s t m a s  D i n n e r
Monday, December 2 
6:00 p.m., Chapel
Contact: Jerry Johnston, 674-1525.

AC T  I I  W i d o w s  Fe l l o w s h i p 
C h r i s t m a s  L u n c h e o n
Tuesday, December 3 
11:00 a.m., University Club of Memphis 
1346 Central Ave., Memphis, TN 38104
RSVP to Cathy Graham at 685-1028 by 
Friday, November 29.



GLOBAL MISSIONS

I recently had the opportunity to join over 
500 pastors, ministry workers, and lay-
people at a church planting conference in  
Japan. It was encouraging to be reminded of 
the gospel’s power to change cultures and 
cities, call sinners out of the darkness, and 
bring back those who have lost their way. 
The highlight came through experiencing 
the gospel at work.

About six months ago I met Mr. F. and 
have enjoyed spending time with him over 
meals, in our home, and at various events. 
I’ve learned a lot about his story. He’s the 
son of a pastor, brother to siblings in min-
istry, and part of a highly respected family, 
but has experienced a tremendous amount 
of brokenness, and spent years separated 
from the church. About a month before the 
conference, I wondered if I should invite 
Mr. F. to attend with me. Was that a good 
idea? Could I expect him to come to such a 
niche Christian event? I figured his answer 
would be no, but for some reason I invited 
him anyway. Surprisingly, he said yes, and 
was actually ecstatic about going! 

Most of the Japanese at the conference have 
known Mr. F. for a long time. They know his 
pain, his struggles, and his doubt. But I was 

I conducted a retreat for Christian workers 
at a remote location in Myanmar in October, 
funded by First Evan. The believers came 
from different regions of the country, some 
traveling two or three days, for fellowship 
and instruction from God’s word. 

I taught from Romans, to “accept one  
another as Christ has accepted us”  
(Romans 15:7) as the theme verse, not 
knowing how it would affect them. These 
people are from different tribes, separated 
by cultural differences (similar to castes 
in India), although they are all Christians. 
The organizer wrote to me following the 
retreat, saying “the workers were shocked 
to hear that they are to accept one anoth-
er. They are still talking about it. This has 
made an impact in their lives.” God’s word 
never returns void!

When I wasn’t teaching I spent time talking 
with the workers and hearing their stories. 
Each story was unique and powerful. 

T h e  P o w e r  o f  t h e  G o s p e l

P e r s e v e r i n g  A m i d  P e r s e c u t i o n

By Jeff Saunders, FEC Missionary in Japan

By Andrew Spurgeon, FEC Missionary in Singapore

able to witness a church united, who have 
been praying for this man for years, come 
around him in love and welcome him with 
open arms. I was reminded of the parable of 
the prodigal son wherein the father, full of 
excitement and love, drew up his robe, and 
ran and embraced his son who had returned 
home from a life of rebellion. 

God is at work here in Japan. The gospel is 
very much present and alive. God is working 
out His plan in this great nation not only to 
draw those who’ve never heard, but in love, 
run to embrace those who have wandered off.

• Naw Seng (my former student) and his wife Esther pastor a church of 200 new converts, 
and are translating the Bible into the KaChing language. 

• A single lady is working to free women enslaved in prostitution and is often ill-treated 
for her work. 

• Mr. Naw is a Buddhist convert. The day he accepted the Lord, his wife and children left 
and he hasn’t seen them since. When militants in his strong Buddhist community told 
him he couldn’t have a small cross on his mailbox, he put a larger cross on his doorpost. 
They set his house on fire! After he rebuilt his bamboo house on stilts, the men of the 
village picked up the house and moved it to a graveyard, a place they all fear. Mr. Naw 
still lives in the graveyard and ministers in that very village! 

When I taught Romans 8 and read “Our present sufferings are not worth comparing to the 
future glory,” I wondered why I was teaching them about suffering. What glory awaits each 
of them. I taught them Romans, but they live Romans!

Naw and Esther Seng Mr. Naw and Andrew



YEAR-END GIVING
In the month of December charitable organizations, including many which faithfully serve our Lord, will appeal to you for year-end 
support. Many non-profit organizations, including First Evan, receive a large portion of their budget in the month of December.  
We trust that if each one in our church family, including you, prays and obeys, the Lord will meet the needs of First Evan and the other 
ministries and missions our congregation supports. Will you pray, seeking our Lord’s guidance for your year-end giving?

First Evangelical Church is thankful for the many faithful members and regular attendees who consistently give tithes and offerings to 
the Lord. Our Church is greatly blessed through your generosity. Although we do not pass a collection plate during worship services, 
there are collection boxes conveniently located at the entrances of the sanctuary to collect offerings. Checks and cash are wonderful and  
convenient ways to give to the ministries of First Evan, and are the primary method used for most of the gifts that we receive. Outlined 
below are a number of other ways you can give to First Evan that we want to bring to your attention.

G i v i n g  O p p o r t u n i t i e s

Gifts must be placed in the 
offering chests at church or 
delivered to the finance  
office by December 31, 2019, 
in order to be considered as 
charitable gifts for the 2019 
tax year. 

S t o c k  G i f t s   Even with the uncertainty of the stock market, many people still have stock worth more than they paid for it.  
A long-term appreciated stock offers two tax savings. First, you avoid capital gains tax. Second, you receive an income tax  
deduction based on the increased value of the stock instead of the cost basis of up to 30 percent of your adjusted gross income.

I n s u r a n c e  P o l i c i e s   A gift of a life insurance policy you no longer need makes a perfect year-end gift. To qualify as a gift, 
First Evan must become the owner and beneficiary or the irrevocable beneficiary. If the policy is paid up, your tax deduction is 
usually the cost basis or the replacement value of the policy, whichever is less.

C h a r i t a b l e  I R A  R o l l o v e r s   If you are age 70½ or older, you can make direct contributions—up to $100,000 annually 
—from your IRA to qualified charitable organizations without owing any income tax on the distributions. A charitable IRA roll-
over can be used to satisfy required minimum distributions (RMDs). You must begin to take annual RMDs from your traditional 
IRAs in the year you reach age 70½. If you don’t comply, you can owe a penalty equal to 50% of the amount you should have 
withdrawn but did not. So if you don’t need the RMD for your living expenses, a charitable IRA rollover can be a great way to 
comply with the RMD requirement without triggering the tax liability that would occur if the RMD were paid to you. Because 
under the new tax laws many will not be itemizing deductions, including charitable contributions, a distribution direct to a 
charity may result in significant tax savings when compared to receiving a taxable distribution which is then donated.

L i f e  I n c o m e  G i f t s      B e q u e s t s      E n d o w m e n t  G i f t s      G i f t s  o f  I n v e n t o r y      G i f t s  t h r o u g h  W i l l s

Gifts given through Venmo 
@fecmemphis by midnight, 
December 31, 2019, 
will be considered as  
charitable gifts for the 2019 
tax year.

If interested in making a 
stock donation, please call 
the finance office at 
682-8452.

Gifts mailed to the church 
must be postmarked by the 
U.S. Postal Service  
by December 31, 2019,  
in order to be considered as 
charitable gifts for the 2019 
tax year.

Gifts given online 
through our website: 
www.firstevan.org/giving 
or First Evan app by  
midnight, December 31, 2019, 
will be considered as  
charitable gifts for the 2019 
tax year.The church office will be closed December 

24–25. The finance office will be open 
December 26, 27, 30 and 31 until 5:00 p.m.

If your mailing envelope is postmarked after 
December 31, 2019, your gift will count  
towards 2020, not 2019, regardless of the 
date on your check.

It is important to note that while the tax code limits charitable deductions to a percentage of adjusted gross income, you may be able 
to carry over any “excess” deductions that can’t be used in the initial tax year.  

As with all gifts to a charitable organization, there are many tax and estate benefits that accompany the joy you will receive from 
giving to the ministries of First Evangelical Church. We recommend that you consult with your attorney, CPA, and/or financial 
planner to discuss your particular financial situation in detail. 
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D E C E M B E R 

JA N UA R Y 

 1 Communion | Child Dedication 
 2  Caregivers Christmas Dinner  6:00 p.m., Chapel 

 3  ACT II Widows Fellowship Christmas Luncheon  11:00 a.m., University Club of Memphis 

 4  Last Day of Student Ministries Midweek  

 5 Women's Christmas Dinner  6:00 p.m., Memphis Hilton 

 8 A Christmas Festival of Lessons and Carols  9:00 and 10:45 a.m. Services 
  (No Sunday School; No Children's Church; Nursery: 2 years old and under) 
  International Brunch  10:20 a.m., Fellowship Hall  | World Prayer Focus  5:30 p.m., Chapel  

 8–10 Finals Coffee House  7:00 p.m.–12:00 a.m., Gym Area 

 14 “Angels We Have Heard On High” Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall  

 15 Regular Sunday Schedule | Children's Christmas Celebration (No Evening Service) 
 16 LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel  

 22  Worship Service   10:45 a.m., Sanctuary  (No Sunday School; No Children's Church;  

  Nursery: 2 years old and under; No Evening Service) 

 24 Christmas Eve Service with Children's Nativity 5:00 p.m., Sanctuary (No Nursery) 

 24–25 Church Closed for Christmas 
 29  Worship Service   10:45 a.m., Sanctuary  (No Sunday School; No Children's Church;  

  Nursery: 2 years old and under; No Evening Service) 

 30–31 Church Offices Open Until 5:00 p.m.

 1  Church Closed for New Year's Day  

 5 Communion | Guided Prayer: Project Life Preservers  12:15 p.m., E236 

 7 Heart to Heart Women's Bible Study Begins 
 8  Midweek Fellowship Meals and Activities Resume  5:00 p.m. Dinner, Fellowship Hall 

 9 Griefshare  6:00–8:00 p.m., D116 

 12 Baptism   10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 

 13 Elder/Deacon Meeting 
 17–19 Common Ground Rest WKND  The Country Place, Moscow, TN  

 20 Church Closed for MLK Holiday 

 23  Father-Daughter Dance 
 26 DFE (Part 1)  9:30–10:30  a.m., E236 | Leadership Meeting   4:30 p.m., Multi–Purpose Room 

 30 He Cares  10:00 a.m., Gym Lobby 

 31–1 Impact Winter Retreat

facebook.com/firstevan 
vimeo.com/firstevan 
soundcloud.com/firstevan 
@firstevan735

www.firstevan.org/church-wide-subscriptions

www.firstevan.org/watch

For iOS: www.firstevan.org/ios-app 
For Android: www.firstevan.org/android-app

MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SERVICES

DOWNLOAD OUR APP

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 
His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel


