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PA S T O R ’ S  P E N S É E S

FOCUS
By Cole Huffman

Pastor Cole is on vacation at publication, 
so we are rerunning a favorite article:

list of selected favorite phrases with 
the behold in Genesis 1:31. Remember?  
Behold is obviously exclamatory but 
awkward in modern English, so we 
tend to read past it. And yet, the Bible 
is essentially bookended by creational  
beholds: in the song of creation in  
Genesis 1, and the presentation of a 
new heaven and new earth in Revela-
tion 21. Behold is a God-word charged 
with grandeur. It’s the lightning streak 
from the start to the finish of Scripture.  
Awesome. God is at His happiest when 
He is making new things (cf. Gen. 1:31; 
2 Cor. 5:17) and making all things new.

This shortlist of favorite phrases is 
in consideration of the role beauty 
and goodness can play in our witness.  
Evangelical witness is often drawn to 
the watertight argument or explicit  
invitation to faith after we’ve commend-
ed the truth plainly to consciences. As 
David Skeel points out, even Christian 
artists sometimes write or paint or sing 
as if all the tensions of our existence 
have been resolved.

We need to utilize the “golden apples” 
(Prov. 25:11) more. The Bible is full of 
beauty and goodness in its phrasings, 
yet in a way that is true to reality. “The 
ministry of reconciliation,” for example, 
is beautiful but also communicates that 
there is a real gap between people and 
God. Same with “all things new.” Many 
have a yearning deep within to experi-
ence this but cannot manufacture it on 
their own.

Beauty alone doesn’t redeem anyone. 
But it signals. It calls. The beautiful 
turns of phrase in Scripture—as we find 
them, meditate on them, and deploy 
them to our neighbors—these can catch 
the heart and penetrate its defenses, 
creating room for truth-in-reality to 
find a seat in someone and, if not im-
mediately convincing, maybe outweigh 
their resistance over time through 
faithful presence.

As another favorite phrase has it:  
“My word shall not return to me 
empty.” (Isaiah 55:11)

Tu r n s  o f  P h r a s e

How about a selection of favorite lines 
in Scripture? To keep it brief I’ll exclude 
the wisdom literature—Job, Psalms, 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of 
Solomon—as the Bible’s best turns of 
phrase are plentiful in those books. 
Here are some I like:

“Behold, i t  was  very  good.” 
(Genesis 1:31)  Crescendo of the cre-
ation narrative. God’s sheer delight in 
His working and its fruits. Stars. Rocks. 
Waters. Aardvarks. People. It was all 
very good. Poetry in motion really.

“I bore you on eagles wings and 
brought you to myself.” (Exodus 19:4)  
Out of the house of slavery. The law, 
given to Israel through Moses, begins 
with grace in power. Eagles don’t flap in 
the air. They soar. Wind is their servant.

“So shall they put my name on the  
people.” (Numbers 6:27) Exclusive 
naming rights cost companies millions 
of dollars. God’s people get what is 
priceless free of any charge against us. 
He makes his face to shine upon us at 
infinite cost to Himself.

“Who am I and what is my house that 
you have brought me thus far?” (2 
Samuel 7:18) Speech for when you are 
speechless over the goodness of God in 
Christ to you.

“How will you compete with horses?” 
(Jeremiah 12:5) What God says to the 
shepherd tired of the sheep biting. What 
God says to ministers who confuse their 
glass jaw for a weary heart. Get up off 
the mat and get back to it. Even on our 
worst day we’re probably never as worn 
and torn in the work as we like to think 
we are.

“Let them put a clean turban on his 
head.” (Zechariah 3:5) A high priest 
covered in filth. An angel sent to dress 
him in clean clothes. Zechariah asked 
for the man to also get a new turban. 

Only an observer to the scene, not there 
to speak into it, Zechariah couldn’t help 
himself. Let grace be so thoroughgoing! 
Like when Peter asked for Jesus to wash 
his hands and head too, not just his feet 
(John 13:9).

“A friend of sinners.” (Matthew 11:19) 
Jesus leans these words meant to top-
ple Him up against each other to build 
us an onramp, a gangway to His mercy 
new every morning (Lam. 3:23). And 
renewed every evening too—for the 
word Jesus used elsewhere to invite sin-
ners to Himself conveys the sense of 
inviting an honored guest to dinner. As 
Thomas Merton put it, “A saint is not 
someone who is good but who experi-
ences the goodness of God.”

“When he came to himself.” 
(Luke 15:17) The Proverbs 29:1 mo-
ment for the prodigal: “He who is often 
reproved, yet stiffens his neck, will sud-
denly be broken beyond healing.” His 
stiff neck bent. His head bowed. Eyes 
open. Embraced.

“The ministry of reconciliation.” 
(2 Corinthians 5:18) I saw in the news 
where the British government recently 
appointed a Minister for Loneliness to 
combat widespread social isolation. As 
Meister Eckhart put it, “God is at home. 
We are in the far country.” We are here 
to point the way home.

“Truthing in love.” (Ephesians 4:15)
Gospel diplomacy. Also rendered 
“speaking the truth in love.” I remember 
an observation of Marvin Olasky’s: that 
truth without love is like sodium with-
out chloride. It’s poison, not salt.

“The power of an indestructible life.” 
(Hebrews 7:16) What puts the cred in 
Jesus’ king-of-kings and lord-of-lords 
credentials. I think by contrast of the 
life John Mellencamp’s song describes, 
about the guy who “wanted love with 
no involvement, so he chased the wind, 
that's all his silly life required, and the 
days of vanity went on forever, and he 
saw his days burn up, like paper in fire.”

“Behold, I am making all things 
new.” (Revelation 21:5) I started my 
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CHURCH-WIDE

Jo in  us  for  an 
8-week Bible study 
looking at prayers 
to strengthen us in 
these challenging 
times from Exodus, 
Habakkuk, Jonah, 2 
Thessalonians, Rev-
elation, and other 
books. Small groups 
will meet at various times either via 
Zoom or offsite in a socially-dis-
tanced setting. You can also do the 
study on your own. Video lectures will 
be available online weekly.

Register online (preferred) today! Then, 
pick up your Bible study book and a 
“happy” at our Women's Ministry Heart 
to Heart Drive-by Book Pick-up under  
the First Evan East Portico on Sunday, 
August 23, or Tuesday, August 25, 
between 10:00–11:00 a.m. If unable 
to register online, please bring exact 
cash, check, or Venmo @fecmemphis. 
Contact Sharon Mrok at smrok@firste-
van.org with questions. Register online 
at www.firstevan.org/h2h. 

This fall we will study the first twelve 
chapters of John. Participants will be 
sent a weekly study guide and will meet 
via Zoom for discussion groups led by a 
group leader and a lecture based on the 
assigned passage. Men can join in at any 
time, even if they miss a week. To regis-
ter, click here. Contact Buddy Jones at 
buddyjones0@gmail.com with questions.

M e m b e r s :  B a l l o t s  D u e  Fr i d ay,  A u g u s t  7
Ballots for incoming elders, deacons, Global Missions Team members, and 
2020–2021 budget need to be turned into the church office by Friday, August 7. 
A letter, with ballot enclosed, was mailed to all First Evan members. If you are 
a MEMBER of First Evan and did not receive a letter, please contact the church 
office at 901-682-8452, or email Jacki Stieferman at jstieferman@firstevan.org.

WORSHIP

During the coronavirus, baptisms will occur on a rolling basis. Only one person 
or family will be baptized per week so that water is not shared. Please contact 
Jan Spurlin in the Worship Office if you would like to be baptized.

B a p t i s m s

WOMEN

MEN

F I R S T  E V A N G E L I C A L  C H U R C H

H E A R T  T O  H E A R T  W O M E N ’ S  B I B L E  S T U D Y

written by Crickett Keeth

H e a r t  t o  H e a r t  B i b l e  S t u d y 
“O n  B e n d e d  K n e e :  
S t r e n g t h e n e d  T h r o u g h  P raye r ” 
W r i t t e n  by  C r i c ke t t  Ke e t h 
Beginning the week of September 14 
Cost: $10 | Register online here

M e n' s  B i b l e  S t u d y 
“ T h e  G o s p e l  A c c o r d i n g
t o  J o h n”  Le d  by  B u d d y  J o n e s 
Mondays, September 14–December 7
6:30–8:00 p.m., Zoom or  
Wednesdays, September 16–December 9 
6:30–7:30 a.m., Zoom 

Matthew Kute
Baptized July 19, 2020

Kathleen Kute
Baptized July 19, 2020

Joelle Marino
Baptized July 26, 2020

https://www.firstevan.org/h2h
http://venmo.com/?gclsrc=aw.ds&
mailto:smrok%40firstevan.org?subject=
mailto:smrok%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://www.firstevan.org/h2h
https://www.firstevan.org/mens-bible-studies
mailto:buddyjones0%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jstieferman%40firstevan.org?subject=
mailto:jspurlin%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1752
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/225


 
When Sunil became a Christian he let 
us know that he had no hope for his 
marriage since both he and his wife 
had committed much sin against one 
another. But as the household shared 
with him about God's design for mar-
riage, Sunil’s outlook and hopes for 
his marriage began to change. At 
our online prayer meeting a couple 
weeks ago, during a time of open 
testimonies, Sunil shared with the 
75 members in attendance that God 
had changed his understanding of 
marriage and that as a result he had 
written his wife and asked for her 
forgiveness. Our hearts swelled with 
thanksgiving to the Lord as he asked 
us to pray that God would restore his 
marriage and give his wife a heart 
for reconciliation. Praise God for the 
transforming power of the gospel.
 
Join with us in praying for Sunil and 
his wife Aishwarya. Pray for Sunil’s 
continued growth in the Lord, wisdom 
for reconciling with his wife, and for 
his wife to come to Christ.

GLOBAL MISSIONS EQUIPPING

  
The COVID-19 pandemic has hit Dubai 
hard and many of our church members 
are on reduced pay or even have lost 
their jobs. Sunil came to Christ about 
a year ago through the ministry of the 
church and the witness of our mem-
bers. He is originally from North India. 
Sunil’s family is Hindu and he is 
married to a Hindu young woman and 
has a daughter as well. Sunil is a tour 
guide in the city and since tourism has 
come to a screeching halt, he lost his 
job in March. Church members who 
were living together decided to wel-
come him to live in a small spare room 
attached to the house. Not only did 
they give him a place to live but they 
pitched in and began to disciple Sunil.
 
Since Sunil had no work, they rotated 
giving him Bible reading assignments 
and sitting with him to discuss what he 
was learning every day. He has grown 
quickly in the Lord and recently asked 
if he could lead the church in interces-
sory prayer in our weekly online prayer 
meeting. His prayers bear witness to 
his growth in the Lord.

By Brian and Joanne Parks, Covenant Hope Church, Dubai
(Note: Names have been changed to protect identities.)

Uncommon Ground answers the im-
portant question: How do I live faith-
fully in the name of Jesus Christ when 
I encounter people who hold different 
opinions than mine? The book chroni-
cles the testimonies of Christians and 
the issues that they encounter with 
such things as their vocations, di-
vorce, higher education, immigration, 
medicine, missions, psychiatry, song-
writing, theology, and writing.
 
Visit www.f irstevan.org/equipping 
to find out more details and to reg-
ister (beginning Sunday, August 9). 
Due to the unique circumstances sur-
rounding COVID, this elective will be 
offered in small groups of eight peo-
ple or less, both in person (socially- 
distanced) and on Zoom, with multiple 
offerings throughout the week.

E q u i p p i n g  E l e c t i ve 
“ U n c o m m o n  G r o u n d : 
L i v i n g  F a i t h f u l l y  I n  A  Wo r l d 
o f  D i f f e r e n c e”  W r i t t e n  by  
T i m o t hy  Ke l l e r  a n d  J o h n  I n a z u
Beginning the week of September 8

RECREATION
T h e  R e c r e a t i o n  C e n t e r  i s  o p e n  M o n d ay –T h u r s d ay 
f r o m  8 : 0 0  a . m .– 6 : 0 0  p . m . 
Everyone must wear a mask upon entry, but are not required to wear it while work-
ing out. The water fountains and showers are closed due to COVID concerns. Please 
bring your own water and towel for sweat control. 

The Gymnasium has all of the cardio equipment lined against the wall for  
social distancing (treadmills, ellipticals, and stationary bikes). You can check out 
sports balls, or use the space for working out. No contact play is allowed, but  
anyone can shoot around on the goals. The Fitness Room has the strength-building 
equipment, high-intensity area, and flexibility area. The Walking Track is open 
for cardio purposes. 

To visit the Recreation Center, please click here and select your desired date and 
time. Contact Jeffery Johnson at jjohnson@firstevan.org for more information.

https://www.christianbook.com/uncommon-ground-living-faithfully-world-difference/timothy-keller/9781400219605/pd/219605?kw=21440761692&mt=b&dv=c&event=PPCSRC&p=1186432&gclid=Cj0KCQjwvIT5BRCqARIsAAwwD-T9GGhbTdecTAP9KovSiIMi5vnOy8RZCLaSy0dW8Vdb1Gry96wpMNAaArPKEALw_wcB
http://www.firstevan.org/equipping
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1762
mailto:jjohnson%40firstevan.org?subject=


KIDS

Sunshine Boxes for Seniors 
Collecting Now–Sunday, September 6

Congrats FEC Rising 6th Graders!

For the month of August, FEC Kids is 
collecting Sunshine Boxes for Seniors. 
These boxes will be given out to 
people in our congregation who are home 
bound or due to the pandemic, are unable 
to attend church services. These sunshine 
boxes are a tangible expression of our love 
for these special members of our congre-
gation. We hope to bring a little sunshine 
to their days! Below is a list of suggestions 
of things to include in your box. Boxes 
can be dropped off at the church during 
church hours or on Sundays. 

We are sad that we were not able to 
meet for our traditional Bible Presen-
tation Breakfast, but still wanted to 
mark this moment as each of you moves 
from Children's Ministry to Middle 
School. It has been a privilege to watch 
each of you learn and grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ and we wish you the best 
of luck in Middle School and beyond! 
Keep shining!! 

STUDENTS

FEC Kids & Impact Moving Up Day 
Sunday, August 9, 2:45–4:30 p.m., 
East Parking Lot (near the ball field)

Common Ground Moving Up Day
Sunday, August 9, 12:00 p.m., 
East Parking Lot (near the ball field)

Common Ground Midweek 
Wednesdays, beginning August 12 
7:00–8:00 p.m., Johnson Road Park 
(2970 Johnson Road, Germantown,  
TN 38139) 

Impact Midweek in the Park 
Wednesdays, beginning August 12 
7:00–8:00 p.m., Johnson Road Park 
(2970 Johnson Road, Germantown,  
TN 38139) 

Students will meet in-person and  
discuss David Platt’s book, Something 
Needs to Change. Students will be 
asked to sign up for this 8-week study 
as we will be providing the books.  
Registration here.

FEC Kids and Impact are teaming up 
for Moving Up Day with a family photo 
scavenger hunt that will challenge First 
Evan families to get creative and have 
fun! Make sure to stop by for this awe-
some event, goodies, and Mempops.

Impact Home Group Book Study
Sundays, September 13–November 1 
7:00–8:00 p.m., Location TBA

1. Books, devotionals, puzzle books, 
coloring books, and pencils 

2. Journal with pens
3. Non-perishable snacks such as 

microwaveable popcorn, pretzels, 
chips, chocolates, granola bars, 
sweets (sugar free options too) 

4. Non-slip slippers and non- 
slip socks 

5. Toiletry items such as travel-
size shampoo, conditioner,  
deodorant and toothpaste, lip 
balm, lotion 

6. Pictures colored by kids  
7. Note from family 

Sunshine Box  item suggestion list: 

There will be fellowship time and 
a short message for the students to 
discuss. We cannot wait to get back 
into some sort of rhythm in the fall 
school year.

Middle school students will meet at 
Johnson Road Park every Wednesday 
night to play games and talk about 
our theme this year, “This is Living.” 
We encourage students to wear masks, 
bring their own chair, and a Bible.

We will be enjoying some pizza as 
we welcome the rising ninth graders 
into the high school ministry! Please  
prepare for social distancing and bring  
a mask.

Moving Up Packages, including ESV Bibles, were 
sent to rising 6th graders. Pictured left to right: 

Elisabeth Childs, Charlie White, and Lucy Scoggins 
proudly display their new Bibles

Louis Bartholomeo 
Amelia Boer 
Avery Brock 
Joshua Brumfield
Elisabeth Childs  
Charlie Cox
Ingram Dismuke 
Daisy Holler

Ben Main
Lucy Scoggins
Carter Sines
Sara-Jane Stroud 
Levi Templeton
Charlie White 
Luke Whittington 
Timothy Yak

Parent Survey and Updates
Thank you to everyone that completed the online parent survey. Continue to 
check your weekly parent email, FEC Kids SHINE, for updates. Thank you for your 
patience! See below for FEC Kids Moving Up Day.

https://www.lifeway.com/en/product/something-needs-to-change-P008009386?s_kwcid=AL!4443!3!426487979218!e!!g!!something%20needs%20to%20change&s_kwcid=AL!4443!3!426487979218!e!!g!!something%20needs%20to%20change&gclid=Cj0KCQjwvIT5BRCqARIsAAwwD-SugtJ2DgO7r6PQxy72f3Ik7XoFw20Dr7D0amSklKJ9-R6Nhta6hYwaAk6TEALw_wcB&ef_id=Cj0KCQjwvIT5BRCqARIsAAwwD-SugtJ2DgO7r6PQxy72f3Ik7XoFw20Dr7D0amSklKJ9-R6Nhta6hYwaAk6TEALw_wcB:G:s
https://www.lifeway.com/en/product/something-needs-to-change-P008009386?s_kwcid=AL!4443!3!426487979218!e!!g!!something%20needs%20to%20change&s_kwcid=AL!4443!3!426487979218!e!!g!!something%20needs%20to%20change&gclid=Cj0KCQjwvIT5BRCqARIsAAwwD-SugtJ2DgO7r6PQxy72f3Ik7XoFw20Dr7D0amSklKJ9-R6Nhta6hYwaAk6TEALw_wcB&ef_id=Cj0KCQjwvIT5BRCqARIsAAwwD-SugtJ2DgO7r6PQxy72f3Ik7XoFw20Dr7D0amSklKJ9-R6Nhta6hYwaAk6TEALw_wcB:G:s
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1768
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/skm_c65920061114550.pdf

