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By Cole Huffman

Lazarus died and Jesus loved him. The 
text says both. It would be a hopeless 
situation if Lazarus died and that was 
it, or if Jesus’ love was mere sentiment 
lacking authority. As it was, Lazarus 
was allowed to die so God through Je-
sus could demonstrate His power and 
glory incomparable.

Throughout the centuries the church has 
had to learn how God uses low times to 
set His gospel more securely in us. His 
grace is what braces our life. If we have 
a meaning in life troubles cannot take 
away it’s not because we’re better or 
smarter than our neighbors, it’s because 
God has ordered our life around the love 
of the One who loved us first and called 
us from death to life.

The world will come out of its present 
lazaretto. Medical professionals will 
find a COVID-19 cure. But mortality is 
reality ongoing until Jesus’ kingdom 
comes in fullness. 

While we yet live—in and through this 
time as God wills—let’s reflect again on 
how we were all Lazarus, dead in our 
trespasses and sins, how Jesus remedied 
the contamination for us, taking it upon 
His own person, calling us from our self-
righteous and unrighteous lazarettos 
both, holding new life out to us. Jesus 
holds on to us now, come what may. 
No trouble, near or far, can take from us 
who Jesus is, or what He accomplishes 
on our behalf.

T h e  W o r l d  I n  L a z a r e t t o

When I wrote my book about Jesus’ seven 
miracles in John’s Gospel, I learned that 
the name Lazarus has been converted 
into a term for a quarantine room—a  
lazaretto. It’s apt: the need for quaran-
tining due to contagion is so one can 
emerge “resurrected.”

Owing to Coronavirus, the world is in 
lazaretto now. We’re all disrupted, wait-
ing to emerge from social isolation. 
Lazarus and his sisters were personally 
close to Jesus, but Lazarus still died and 
his sisters had cause to weep in grief. Be-
ing loved by God does not make us im-
mune from troubles. It’s never a ques-
tion of whether we can escape troubles, 
but whether we have a meaning in life 
troubles can’t take away. 

For those in Christ, present sorrows 
and distresses are invitations to go  
“further up and further in,” as Lewis 
has his Narnians put it—further up and 
further in to faith, hope, and love. I once 
heard someone put it like this: that  
suffering is an invitation to a higher  
dialogue with God. I heard someone 
else say it this way: that when the worst 
moment of your life comes, go to the 
deepest thing you know of God and  
hold on to that.

You and I may emerge from Coronavirus 
with our health unscathed but we won’t 
emerge the same. I learned late last night 
that someone I know, a fellow pastor, has 
died from COVID-19. The pandemic is 
a mortality check for everyone. The old 
and infirm already appreciate the deli-
cateness of health, while the young and 
invincible are learning to in real time. 
(I’m watching this happen in my college 
daughters, who happen to be nursing 
students.)

I’ve had past conversations with pastor-
friends along the lines of: What does it 
take to break people out of their preoccu-
pations with personal peace and affluence? 
Francis Schaeffer used to point to  

“personal peace and affluence” as the 
double-barreled reality that made the 
West hard ground for sowing gospel 
seeds. How do people who often have it 
so well come to feel a need for God? It 
usually requires troubles of some kind.

I’ve been asked if Coronavirus is a  
judgment from God. The honest answer 
is no one knows. Those who say 
it cannot be—how do they know the 
mind of God on this? He has used 
plagues before, hasn’t He? People who 
reflexively say this is not God’s judgment 
say that because they want to 
rescue God from any accusation of 
wrongdoing. They want a god who only 
calls people from tombs, not a god who 
puts anyone there.

On the other extreme are those who 
nod and say it is judgment, yes. Whatever 
cultural unrighteousness needs divine 
retribution it’s now getting it. But hasn’t 
God withheld plagues before (Jonah, 
anyone)? And isn’t God on record saying 
judgment is His alien work (Isa. 28:21), 
and His mercy triumphs over judgment 
(Jas. 2:13)? The judgers want to call 
neighbors to repentance, which is needed 
in bearing witness to grace, except the 
judgers so often act as if unbelievers’ 
sins are the sole reason for calamities 
affecting us all. Repentance applies to 
believers also and the self-righteous have 
as much to repent of as the unrighteous. 

Anytime we face something like a natural 
disaster or terrorist attack or pandemic 
in which many die, when normal life is 
interrupted and everyone is on edge, 
we do better to look within than to look 
around. Remember what Jesus told that 
crowd in Luke 13? The ones on whom 
a tower fell, as well as those Pilate 
victimized, were not worse sinners 
than survivors. We all need to practice 
repentance as a way of life. Not because 
God is threatening disasters on us if 
we don’t but because every disaster in 
a fallen world is a prompt to “collapse 
on Christ, not promise you’ll do better” 
(Jack Miller’s vivid description of repen-
tance in practice).
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CHURCH-WIDE
Te c h n o l o g y  Tu t o r i a l 
E m a i l  L i s t
Need help with technology? Hav-
ing trouble using our website or 
livestream? Then click here to sub-
scribe to our Technology Tutorial 
email list. We will be using this to 
send out a variety of tutorial videos 
that are designed to help you connect 
with First Evan using all the avenues 
we have.

S u m m e r  R e f r e s h m e n t s
We still hope to offer Summer Refresh-
ments this summer. This could be a 
Bible Study, book discussion, topical 
study, or creative instruction for men, 
women, or coed. If you are interested 
in leading a group, please contact Sha-
ron Mrok at smrok@firstevan.org by 
Monday, April 13. If we are not able to 
meet in person, we are hoping to offer 
some classes online.

G o o d b y e s  t o  A p r i l  a n d 
C h u c k  F i c h t h o r n
After almost eight years on staff at 
First Evan, April Fichthorn, together 
with her husband Chuck, will be leaving 
Memphis and moving to Salt Lake City, 
Utah. Their son and daughter-in-law, 
Jordan and Caroline Fichthorn, live there 
and have been encouraging April and 
Chuck to join them for some time. 

April first worked part-time with Ron 
Man in the Worship Ministry. She then 
went full-time, splitting her hours 
between the Worship Ministry and  
Missions Ministry, with Pradip A. Most 
recently she has been working with 
Jim Pendleton in Global Missions while 
also assisting Andrew Beach with some 
Memphis Ministries' duties. 

Tori Martin, who began work at 
First Evan two and a half years ago in 
Recreation, will be the new Missions 
Assistant, replacing April. 

First Evan would like to thank April and 
Chuck for their faithful service to this 
church and to the Lord these many years. 
You will be missed!

Pa l m  S u n d a y,  A p r i l  5 
10:45 a.m.

E a s t e r  S u n d a y,  A p r i l  1 2 
10:45 a.m.

G o o d  Fr i d a y,  A p r i l  1 0 
6:00 p.m.

WORSHIP
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Fe e l i n g  d i s c o n n e c t e d ?
Our Keep In Touch schedule is updated weekly, but this is a typical week. Holy Week we will have a special FEC Kids' 
schedule and prayer schedule. Click here each day for the latest.

Click here to manage your church-wide email subscriptions.

KEEP IN TOUCH

https://www.firstevan.org/keep-in-touch
https://www.firstevan.org/church-wide-subscriptions


FEC KIDS

WOMEN RECREATION

H e l l o ,  f r i e n d s !
 

We sure do miss all of our FEC Kids families! While we’re apart, our staff has been thinking of fun ways for our families to 
stay connected. 

Parents will receive weekly emails with prompts for continued chronological study of the Bible through our Sunday School 
curriculum, The Gospel Project. These emails will serve as great tools to use for weekly family devotions. Also, be sure to 
check our webpage for easy, downloadable resouces like our Kids Sermon Notes and videos like FEC Kids Worship led by 
some of our very own FEC Kids! Follow us on Instagram @feckids for fun ways to stay connected, like Awana at Home and 
LOL as FEC Kids share their favorite jokes.
This week we will take a break from our regular Sunday curriculum and content schedule to focus on Holy Week. 
You can download and print our Holy Week Family Devotions and follow along on Instagram as we use this guide 
to walk through Holy Week together.

Kids, be on the lookout for Easter mail from FEC Kids! 

We know that things are very different for your family right now, but we pray that this Easter season offers a sweet time 
for you to celebrate our risen Savior!

If you would like to share resources or would like to let us know about specific prayer requests, please email us at  
children@firstevan.org.

We hope to see you soon,

FEC Kids Staff

Pictured left to right: 
FEC Kids delivered Sunday 
School Activity Sheets;  
FEC Kids Worship led by 
Amelia and Carter Boer 
and by Ava and Heather 
Johnson; Clara and  
Annabelle Haag shared 
jokes for LOL @feckids 
Instagram; Mrs. Maria and 
Cubbie Bear perform for 
Awana at Home; Will and 
Walker Andrews encourage 
kids to participate in 
Awana at Home

M e n t o r i n g  M o m s 
Tuesday, April 21, 7:30 p.m., Zoom 
(check email soon for ID)
All young moms and moms-to-be are 
invited to join us for a Zoom Chat to 
hear from Val Gosney as she speaks 
on Hope or No Hope? What Are You  
Believing About God’s Love For You? 
The meeting link will be sent out 
to Sunday School classes or you  
can email Sharon Mrok for more in-
formation at smrok@firstevan.org.

Be Well  — Home-Based Health and 
Wellness Program
Be Well is a home-based health and wellness pro-
gram that will engage, motivate, and educate 
everyone on best health and wellness practices 
during our time of crisis. Churches across the 
globe can use it to reach, communicate, and con-
nect with their members during the (COVID-19) 
pandemic. By taking advantage of this program, 
we can effectively minimize the stress, fear, and 
health degeneration brought about by the mass 
quarantine. Email Jeffery Johnson with questions 
at recreation@firstevan.org or subscribe here.

https://www.firstevan.org/kids-resources
https://www.instagram.com/feckids/
https://www.firstevan.org/awana
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/holy_week_guidefeckids.pdf
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C h r i s t  C o m m u n i t y  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s
CCHS is working tirelessly to serve the community. Not only do they continue to operate their clinics but they are also now 
a daily testing site for COVID-19. They are inviting the local church to bless their staff by providing lunch meals for their 
staff. Click here for a SignUpGenius link to provide a lunch meal at one of their office locations. We encourage your Sun-
day School class to consider signing up for a meal together. Because local establishments are in need of our business, and 
cooking and transporting a meal can be challenging due to social distancing, you might consider catering the meal! Many 
local businesses would value and appreciate it!

Yo u r  N ex t  D o o r  N e i g h b o r 
We are also seeing how important it is (and will be) to check in on our neighbors. Stories of how our neighborhoods have changed 
are fascinating to hear: people are out walking more (when it’s not raining!), spreading the word about food drives, and children 
playing (at a safe social distance!). It demonstrates the need to care for each other and look out for each other, especially those 
who are susceptible to infection. Please consider how you can engage your neighborhood in healthy ways. You might knock on a 
neighbor’s door…and then step back 6 feet before they answer! We are evaluating appropriate ways to do this and plan to provide 
more resources to you that maintain healthy protocol but still allow us to love our neighbors well. If you have ideas please email 
Andrew Beach at abeach@firstevan.org.

E n c o u r a g i n g  H e a l t h c a r e  W o r ke r s  a n d  G o v e r n m e n t  O f f i c i a l s
We know our healthcare system is being stretched and challenged during this time. We also know that our government officials are 
being tested as well—they have difficult decisions to make in these unprecedented times that seem to change daily. If you person-
ally know someone in a healthcare or government position, consider mailing them a card, taking a special treat or meal to their 
home, or expressing your gratitude in another personal way.

N e i g h b o r h o o d  C h r i s t i a n  C e n t e r  B a s ke t s  o f  L o v e  b y  C a r i e  A l l e y
The economic impact of the temporary closure of "non-essential" businesses has the potential to be devastating to families in our 
Memphis community. We were inspired by First Evan's food collection for the Neighborhood Christian Center to start our own 
"Basket of Love" collection on our front porch. The NCC provides emergency food to families in need and we wanted to make sure 
they had plenty of supplies to serve their community while making it very easy for our neighbors to help at a time when we are all 
staying close to home. Thanks to the help of friends and neighbors, we were able to deliver a trunk-load of non-perishables to the 
NCC!  We even had a relative in Atlanta who saw what our family is doing and was inspired to start her own front porch collection 
for a local ministry. It's our hope that those of us blessed with income during this uncertain time will continue to help re-
stock the NCC's pantry so that they can continue to be a blessing to their neighborhood.

Their specific needs at this time are:
• disposable gloves
• hand soap
• non-perishable food items

The NCC makes it easy to drop off by unloading the trunk for you—no need to even leave your car! Just call to let them know you 
are coming. Contact Andrew Beach at abeach@firstevan.org if you would like to start your own "Basket of Love" and/or would like 
First Evan to deliver your basket for you to the Neighborhood Christian Center (785 Jackson Ave, Memphis, TN 38107).

B l o o d  D o n a t i o n s
Vitalant, formerly known as Lifeblood, is seeking blood donors. Each donation can save three lives. To sign up or receive additional 
information, please click here or call 877-258-4825. *Please note this is the organization First Evan works with.

SERVING OUR CITY
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GLOBAL
Tr a n s i t i o n s  b y  R o s s  a n d  S a r a
I began attending First Evan at about 
age four. I first felt a call to overseas 
service during my teen years during 
First Evan's Second Annual Confer-
ence, in response to a challenge from 
keynote speaker Stephen Olford. My 
wife Sara felt a similar call as a teen. 
Sara and I met in the singles group at 
First Evan and bonded through teach-
ing a second grade Sunday school class 
together. We were wed in First Evan's 
sanctuary in November 1996 and were 
commissioned to serve overseas in that 
same sanctuary a few months later.

In July 1997 we traveled to Singapore 
to begin teaching jobs at a school asso-
ciated with the Network of Internation-
al Christian Schools, where Sara taught 
third grade and I taught high school 
Social Studies. A year later I became 
the director of the school, and over 
the next five years watched in awe as 
the Lord rescued it from many perils, 
including a lawsuit filed by the 
previous director, a sudden 30% 
drop in enrollment during the East 
Asian Economic Crisis, and the loss 
of its campus when the government  
reclaimed the land on which it was 
located. With God's help, the school 
gained full accreditation, more than 
doubled its enrollment, repaid all 
its debts, and acquired a beautiful 
new campus.

In June 2003 Sara and I moved to 
Ankara, the capital city of Turkey, 
with our three young daughters in an 
attempt to start a new NICS school in 
a land that was 99% Muslim, where no 
officially recognized Christian school 
had previously existed. We started 
with 30 MKs in a patched-together 
homeschool cooperative program. We 
were short on funds, short on staff, and 
short on students. We faced challenges 
with our campus landlord and with 
government officials; and we oper-
ated within an environment that was 
hostile to Christianity. But God blessed 
our feeble efforts and came through 
for us time and again, intervening at 
just the right moment to rescue us 
from ruin.

Today our school in Turkey is the third 
largest school within the NICS net-
work with 380 students from 65 na-
tions. Over the past 17 years we have 
enrolled students from more than 100 
nations; some have been destitute 

refugees and others have been 
children of national presidents. Our 
school is thriving, with the nicest cam-
pus in town of any international school, 
the highest percentage of native- 
English speaking teachers, and among 
the most competitive tuition rates. 
We've worked with wonderful teach-
ers from five continents whom all love 
the Lord, demonstrate a genuine care 
for their students, and proclaim the 
gospel as often as they can.

Turkey has become our home, and 
the school is like my baby. We love 
the work that God has given us to do. 
However, over the past year and a half 
I have sensed God's voice speaking to 
me through His word multiple times, 
indicating that it is time now for us 
to leave this work and return to the 
US—though I don't know why, exactly 
where we will live, nor precisely what 
we will do there. I can only say that 
God's sheep know His voice and follow 
Him, and I must obey. Like Abraham, 

we are leaving our home and trusting 
that God will show us the way to the 
place where He wants us. Though it is 
very hard to leave, we are thankful to 
be leaving on a high note. It has been 
a huge privilege to represent the Lord  
Jesus and First Evan by serving 
overseas these past 23 years, and we 
express our deepest thanks to all of 
you who have made it possible for us 
to serve in this way through your love, 
your prayers, your encouragement, and 
your financial giving. May we continue 
to make His name great!



GIVING

D i s a s t e r  R e l i e f     
First Evan accepts donations for both international and domestic disasters. If you are considering how you might as-
sist financially our ministry partners and others in light of the world-wide pandemic, then consider a gift to either 
(or both) of these efforts. Funds are given through trusted sources, usually directly connected to our Missionaries, 
US-based mission agencies, or National Partners with solid plans for relief assistance. Simply designate your gift to  
“International Disaster” or “Domestic Disaster.”

S t a r t  A c a d e my  T h a n k s  Yo u !     
Start Academy, a new private elementary school, was the project that was funded during the annual Global Missions Con-
ference in February. After all funds were received, we collected $29,833. Considering that the original goal was $20,000, 
David and Katya Bute, together with Caleb and Kassie Sanborn and the entire Kreativity Team in Cherkassy, Ukraine, are 
elated and very thankful for the generosity of the First Evan people. They have thanked us for our commitment to reaching 
a new generation of people in their city.

O n l i n e  G i v i n g
Our online giving button appears on a lot of church communication. Everyone understands that the church still has a payroll to 
meet, bills to pay, missions to support, as does every other ministry each of us contributes to. Please see our online giving button 
(how to use here) as equivalent to the giving boxes on campus, not as a poke in the ribs goading you into giving, particularly 
if you are seeing your resources significantly affected by the current health crisis. Our church members have supported this 
church generously for 85 years now—through wars, stock market upheavals, terrorist attacks, and now a global pandemic. We’re 
not worried but we do want to address this with you. There is a benevolence fund also for helping anyone with qualifying needs.
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