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 Adaptive Honesty:
The Art of
Teachability
by Cole Huffman

Being married to an artist means I usually 
never pick up a paintbrush for anything 
around our house. I did once, memorably. 

We were converting a room from an of-
fice to a nursery. Since Lynn was pregnant 
at the time and didn’t need to breathe in 
paint fumes, I took the job. She pointed 
out that the walls would need two coats 
of paint. I wanted to knock the task out 
quickly. Basketball games to watch. She 
wanted it done right.

I emerged from the room a couple hours 
later, proud to announce it was done. 
Lynn entered to inspect. Streaks of the old 
wall color were still visible in places, evi-
dence of an uneven stroke. “Okay,” I said, 
“I’ll just go back over those.” She again 
observed that the walls really needed 
two coats of paint. I muttered something 
about the state of her appreciativeness. 
Her eyes welled up with tears. It wasn’t 
due to pregnancy.

There are skills to acquire for most every-
thing that needs doing in life, even slath-
ering paint on walls. My wife has painting 
skills. I have knowing-how-to-act-like-I-
know-what-I’m-doing skills. 

The book of Proverbs imparts skills for 
living by addressing teachability inhibi-
tors like quick-temperedness (Prov. 14:29; 
16:32; 29:11), impulsiveness (4:26; 19:2; 
20:25), self-assurance (3:7; 18:1; 26:12), 
defensiveness (1:32; 10:17; 29:1), and  
naïveté  (1:22; 9:6; 27:12). The wisdom writ-
ers of Proverbs want us to avoid what South-
ern novelist Walker Percy once observed: 
“You can get all A’s and still flunk life.” 

Read Proverbs 11:2 again. Look at the 
words pride and humble. Pride comes from 

a word that pictures “boiling up.” It’s a word 
used throughout the Old Testament to refer 
to those who insist on having everything 
their own way: the common denominator 
in all who qualify as unteachable. 

In his memoir, A Twentieth Century  
Testimony, Malcolm Muggeridge wrote 
that our most meaningful gains with God 
come from our most humbling times with 
people: “Contrary to what might be ex-
pected, I look back on experiences that 
at the time seemed especially desolating 
and painful with particular satisfaction. 
Indeed, I can say with complete truth-
fulness that everything I have learned in 
my seventy-five years in this world, ev-
erything that has truly enhanced and en-
lightened my existence, has been through 
affliction and not through happiness.”

The humble person accepts that not ev-
erything is going to go his way. If God 
stretches us in teaching us, it is to keep 
us pliable to His way. Naturally, it is our 
strengths, competencies, accomplish-
ments, and know-how that we want to 
assert. But these reveal only one side of 
our person. We all possess vulnerabilities, 
weaknesses, inadequacies, and insuffi-
ciencies, too. God uses these as our per-
sonal instructors as well.

Oliver Cromwell was Lord Protector of 
England for a short time in the seven-
teenth century. He had his portrait paint-
ed by the famed Peter Lely. Cromwell had 
exacting instructions: “Mr. Lely, I desire 
you would use all your skill to paint my 
picture truly like me, and not flatter me 
at all; but remark all these roughnesses, 
pimples, warts, and everything as you see 
me, otherwise I will not pay you a farthing 
for it.”

It’s not that teachability, a function of hu-
mility, wallows in who we are “warts and 
all.” Teachability is adaptive honesty be-
fore God and others that there is still much 
I can and should learn, even when I think 
I know a lot about something already. It 
is a cultivated willingness to reflect on 
another’s input instead of reacting. It is 
receptivity to another’s correction rather 
than stiffening in self-defense.

It takes a while for us to learn this. It’s not 
automatic for most. I think back to when I 
was a new father. My wife and I read some 
parenting books and took a parenting 
course in anticipation of our firstborn’s 
arrival. As the delivery date drew near, I 
brimmed with confidence because I read 
the right books.

Midway through our stay at the hospital, 
a pediatrician arrived to check on our son 
and discuss his care. Because some of her 
counsel conflicted with what I’d read in 
the parenting books, I bristled. When she 
left the room I announced to Lynn, “Well, 
we’re not doing that!” 

My mother-in-law, listening in the cor-
ner of the room, quietly advocated for the 
pediatrician’s viewpoint. She said I ought 
to at least give what the doctor said more 
consideration. I doubled down: “We’re not 
doing that!”

I’m embarrassed to look back on that now. 
I considered myself teachable because I’d 
read parenting books and gone to parent-
ing classes. But my dismissiveness to the 
pediatrician and my mother-in-law—two 
people with far more experience with 
children than me—indicated my teach-
ability was shallow. During that first year 
of parenting, my understanding of what it 
required was shown to be as thin as the 
one coat of paint I’d tried to make suffice 
on the nursery wall.

I now defer any painting that needs doing 
around our house to Lynn. She prefers it 
that way. I’m a much better painter now—
and husband and father—because my 
knowing-how-to-act-like-I-know-what-
I’m-doing skills have been painted over. 
With two coats. I don’t miss my old colors.

“When pride comes, 
then comes disgrace, 
but with the humble 
is wisdom.”  
       —Proverbs 11:2



CHURCH-WIDE WORSHIP

Sunrise Service

Fellowship Breakfast

Regular Sunday School

Worship Service

Evening Service

Easter Sunday Services

 
No Children's Programming

Sunday, April 1

7:00 a.m., Sanctuary

8:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall

9:30–10:30 a.m.

10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
Nursery: 2 years old and under

Children's Church: 
Preschool and Elementary

6:00 p.m., Chapel

 
We will be offering sev-
eral opportunites for all 
ages ranging from Bible 
studies to play groups. 
More details to follow.

ArtWorks Foundation 
will be staging a new 

Wednesday, April 11, 4:30–7:30 p.m. 
A121/122 and A124 

Sunday, April 15, 12:00–2:00 p.m. 
East Lawn

Jordan and Emily Carpenter 
5002 Flamingo Road 
Memphis, TN 38117

Justin and Alicia Dennis 
2435 Cumberland Drive 
Southaven, MS 38672

Craig Simmons 
1220 Wellsville Road 
Memphis, TN 38117

Madeline Stelling 
371 S. White Station Road 
Memphis, TN 38117

Steve and Carol Williamson 
11317 Country Forest Cove 
Collierville, TN 38017

Pablo and Laura Beth Varela 
426 Lytle Street 
Memphis, TN 38122

Welcome, New Members!

Lifeblood Blood Drive

Art in the Loop
Street Closings

Church Picnic

As we all know, our community blood sup-
ply is critical. As part of our local mission 
effort prior to Meet Memphis, First Evan 
is sponsoring a blood drive at the church.
Please plan to come have chicken dinner 
and help save lives. Walk-ins welcome. No 
appointment necessary. Contact Sam or 
JoLynn Hezlep, 901-486-6237.

Dress casually for church and enjoy an 
afternoon of fellowship to follow. Picnic 
highlights: lunch from "The Hogfather" 
BBQ team, corn on the cob, inflatables, ice 
cream, and more!

The cross will be on the front steps of the 
church for you to place flowers on in 

honor of our risen Lord.

Semi-Annual Congregational

Church-Wide Summer Refreshments

On the agenda for the meeting is the elec-
tion of elders, deacons, and Mission Board 
members, who will begin serving in July. 
The slates, which have been approved by the 
Session, will be available for examination 
by the congregation prior to the meeting. 
In addition, we will be voting on the 2018–
2019 church budget. A Dessert Fellowship 
will immediately follow the meeting in the 
Fellowship Hall. Nursery for birth through 
age 2. Children's programming, Undeserved 
Gift: Exploring God's Grace (3-year-olds 
through 5th grade), will be provided in the 
Connect Worship Room (C210/212) during 
the business portion of the meeting. Please 
make plans to attend this important meet-
ing and time of fellowship.

Sunday, May 20 
**Special Time** 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary

Monday, April 23, 7:00 p.m., Chapel

Monday, April 2, 10:00 a.m. 
Meet in Fellowship Foyer

Coming this Summer!

Friday, April 6 
12:00–7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, April 7 
10:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, April 8 
11:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

Meeting and Dessert Fellowship

Sunday, April 15, 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary

Sunday, April 15, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary

Baptism

"All Who Thirst" Concert
Featuring Boyce College Choir and Band

Register at www.firstevan.org/baptism 
by Monday, April 2.

Come worship with this talented group 
of students from Boyce College, a school 
of The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. Visit  
www.firstevan.org/boyce.

festival on Ridgeway Loop Rd. (between 
Briarcrest Ave. and Ridge Bend Road). 
If you are coming to the church, you can-
not access these streets during these times. 
From Poplar please use Ridge Lake Blvd.

Guardians Needed
On Sunday mornings and Sunday and 
Wednesday nights, you might have 
noticed a vehicle driving through 
the parking lots with a flashing yel-
low light on top. That’s our Guardian 
who is watching out for all of us. The 
Guardians are volunteers who give 
their time to keep an eye on the park-
ing lots and the cars parked on the 
streets by the church. They are there 
as a deterrent to vandals and thieves 
and ready to call 911 should anything 
be amiss. We need more folks to step 
up and serve. Would you please con-
sider volunteering? (We even provide 
the fancy blinking light.) If you can 
help, please contact Charlie Mazzone 
at 494-0431.

CARE Details at www.firstevan.org/care.

ACT II Widows Fellowship

Caregivers (ministry to those caring for others)

He Cares (ministry to the homebound)
Thursday, April 26, 9:30 a.m., Soltau Center

We will go to the Children’s Museum to 
ride the 1909 Dentzel carousel and then 
have lunch at Café Palladio.

Contact Jerry Johnston, 674-1525.



STUDENTS

ADULTS

KIDS

Kids' Missions Conference

This year, over 100 kids learned about 
how they can let their light shine for Jesus. 
Throughout the weekend, they learned about 
how to understand the gospel for ourselves 
so we can share it with others. Our kids also 
got the privilege to “travel” to see and hear 
from different famous missionaries: Amy 
Carmichael in India, Nate Saint and Jim and 
Elisabeth Elliot in Ecuador, and “home sweet 
home” to hear from multiple members of our 
community who shared how you can let your 
light shine right where you are!

It was a memorable weekend that couldn’t have 
happened without our wonderful volunteers!

Thank you to our decorators, leaders, and sup-
port staff. Special thanks to our entire Student 
Ministries team and Maintenance for helping 
with the many moving parts of this wonderful 
weekend. The Kids' Missions Conference was a 
beautiful picture of the body of Christ working 
together. We are so thankful to be a small part 
of casting a vision for missions for our children.                       

                                 —Children’s Ministry Staff

"Let Your Light Shine"

Vacation Bible School
"Shipwrecked:Rescued by Jesus"
Monday–Friday, June 11–15 
Ages: 3½ years old through entering 5th gr.
Online registration begins Sunday, April 8.

We are already excitedly preparing for our 
VBS this summer! We will have a registra-
tion table set up on Sunday, April 15, at the 
Church Picnic. Also, we always have many 
volunteer opportunities for anyone inter-
ested in helping us with either prepara-
tion or the week of VBS. For more informa-
tion or to watch the VBS intro video, visit  
www.firstevan.org/vbs.

MEN

April 27–29, Mammoth Spring, Arkansas 
Speaker: LaRon Tripp, Advance Memphis

Men's Retreat

Join us for a weekend of Bible teach-
ing, games, great food, fishing, canoe-
ing, bonfires, and worship. Register at  
www.firstevan.org/mensretreat.

MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

Meet Memphis

Join us as we spread out across the city 
to make a personal connection and pro-
vide practical help at several of our Mem-
phis Ministry partner locations. Regis-
ter in the Fellowship Hall or online at  
www.firstevan.org/meetmemphis.

Would you like to visit one of our Memphis 
Ministry partners? To learn more or sign up, 
visit the "See the City" wall outside the 
Memphis Ministries Office, or contact  
Andrew Beach by calling 682-8452 or email-
ing abeach@firstevan.org. We are head-
ed to the following locations soon and  
invite you to join us:

This program shares the gospel with 
neighbors in the 38126 neighborhood 
and equips them to be work-ready. Hear 
life-changing testimonies from the 
neighbors who have completed the pro-
gram and will receive their certificates.
Enjoy a delicious potluck lunch.

We will be attending a morning service 
with Pastor Lemar Walker and congrega-
tion at 10:45 a.m. and will return to the 
church at 1:00 p.m.

Mission Memphis is a week-long local  
service event where students stay at the 
church each night and go to various min-
istry sites during the day to serve the local 
community. In the evenings, students will 
be encouraged to grow closer to God during 
a time of worship and teaching. To register, 
visit www.firstevan.org/students.

Featuring violinist Daniel Gilbert with  
pianist Sally Peebles. RSVP by Tuesday,  
May 1, to Susanna Winter at 487-2819 or 
email dswinter@bellsouth.net.

See the City

Advance Memphis Work Life Program
Graduation Ceremony

Worship at Christ's Community Church

Friday, April 27, 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 
769 Vance, Memphis, TN 38126

Sunday, April 22, 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
Meet in the First Evan Gym Lobby.

Saturday, April 14, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

LLL Movie Day

"Garden Party"

Monday, April 16 
1:00 p.m., Chapel

Saturday, May 5 
11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Showing Same Kind of Different As Me.

Come for the great spaghetti lunch 
and stay for the exciting cake auction! 
All proceeds from the event support 
Mission Memphis, the Crossroads and 
Impact local mission week. During 
Mission Memphis, students will be the 
hands and feet of Jesus and serve at our 
local ministries. You can purchase tickets 
from our middle and high school students. 
If you are interested in baking a cake, 
contact Andrea at alopez@firstevan.org.

Open for students to study, be encour-
aged, and fuel up with food and coffee. 
Contact Josh Hudson with any questions at  
jhudson@firstevan.org. Volunteers needed.

Spaghetti Lunch and Cake Auction

Mission Memphis Registration 

College Mini Finals Coffee House

Sunday, May 20, 12:00 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall; Cost: $5/person; $25 max

Register by Sunday, May 20; Cost $175
Sunday, July 8–Thursday, July 12

Monday, April 30, 2:00 p.m.–midnight 
College Room (E134)

FAMILY

Child Dedication

To dedicate your child, please 
register no later than Tuesday, May 1, at  
www.firstevan.org/childdedication.

Mother's Day 
Sunday, May 13 
10:45 a.m., Sanctuary

Seniors' Luncheon
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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

CALENDAR
Easter Sunday  Sunrise Service: 7:00 a.m., Sanctuary | Fellowship Breakfast: 8:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m. | Morning Service: 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary | Evening: 6:00 p.m., Chapel 
No MDO | ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m., Meet in Fellowship Foyer 

Street Closings for Art in the Loop  Closed between Briarcrest Ave. and Ridge Bend Rd.  

Communion  10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 
Deacon/Elder Meeting 
Lifeblood Blood Drive  4:30–7:30 p.m., A121/122 and A124 
Meet Memphis  9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m., Meet in Fellowship Hall 
Baptism  10:45 a.m., Sanctuary  | Church Picnic  12:00–2:00 p.m., East Lawn 

"All Who Thirst" Concert featuring the Boyce College Choir and Band  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary   
LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel  | Deacon/Elder Meeting 
See the City: Christ's Community Church  10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m., Meet in the First Evan Gym Lobby 

Sunday School Leadership Meeting  4:30 p.m., Multi-purpose Room (E125/E126)  
Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel 

Last day of Midweek Dinner and Activities  (Except for Student Ministries, Choir, and Prayer) 

Awana Awards Night | CRASH! Performance 

He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center | VBS Work Night  6:00–8:00 p.m. 

See the City: Advance Memphis  10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., 769 Vance, Memphis, TN 38126 

Men's Retreat  Mammoth Spring, AR 

College Mini Finals Coffee House  2:00 p.m.–midnight, College Room (E134)

Last Wednesday Night for Student Ministries: Dodgeball Tournament  6:15 p.m., Gym 

"Garden Party" Seniors' Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Communion  10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 

ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m. 

Child Dedication | Mother's Day 

Deacon/Elder Meeting 
Spaghetti Lunch and Cake Auction  12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall | Semi-Annual 
Congregational Meeting and Dessert Fellowship  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 
Church Closed for Memorial Day 

8th Grade Trip  Six Flags, St. Louis, MO | Crossroads Hiking Trip  Chattanooga, TN 
He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center | VBS Volunteer Training  6:00 p.m. 
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MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS

DOWNLOAD OUR APP

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 
His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Morning Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel


