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FOCUS
If you’ve ever played the game Boggle, then you know the 
difference a slight rotation of the game cube can make. With 
only two minutes to create as many words as possible out of 
sixteen letter dice, it is so easy for your brain to get stuck 
on the individual letters and fail to see the ample supply of 
words that are there. Even if you had another hour to stare 
at the letters in front of you, a single vantage point won’t 
do you any good. If you rotate the cube, however, you are 
enlightened with more letter combinations than you have 
time to write down. You only needed the cube to be turned. 
Similarly, in the midst of a trial, it is easy to get discouraged 
and think that there is no way out. You need something to 
turn and enlighten you so that you have hope to persevere. 

Soon after being asked to join the Pastor Search Committee, 
I was overcome with spiritual warfare that made me believe 
our search for First Evan’s next pastor was an impossible 
task. In this day and age, how could we ever find someone 
to meet all of our church’s unique needs? I grew discouraged 
and my hope faded. 

Throughout the Old and New Testaments, we see God’s 
people grow weary and hopeless over and over again. God, 
however, continuously reveals His unchanging character 
to them. But as He reveals the rest of His eternal plan, He 
turns the tables by providing a better way to Him. In the 
book of Hebrews, we see numerous characteristics of God 
that are unchanging such as His faithfulness, salvation, 
promises, etc. These are anchors for our soul when we 
become discouraged. Throughout the book we also learn of 
at least ten “Betters” that God has given us in Christ. We 
have a Better Name, Messenger, Apostle, Priest, Covenant, 
Sacrifice, Way of living, Country, Resurrection, and a 
Better Hope. All of these “Betters” are fulfilled in Jesus. 
God didn’t change. His plan didn’t change. He turned our 
eyes and hearts to see the fulfillment of His plan in Jesus. 

God has a plan for First Evan. He is not surprised by this sea-
son of transition that we are in. He has turned our church, 
but we have an Anchor that is unchanging. We have been 
given the best in Christ Jesus, but I am learning that God 
has some “Betters” for us in the future, and that has turned 
me to hope.  

Hebrews 7:19 says “… a better hope is introduced, through 
which we draw near to God.” During this season of transition 
in our church, may your hearts be enlightened to the things 
that God may be turning in the life of First Evan or in your 
personal life. May His unchangeable character anchor your 
soul and turn you to hope in the bigger, better picture of 
what He has planned for us: being drawn near to God.  

A  W O R D  O F  E N C O U R A G E M E N T
C h r i s t m a s  E v e r y  D a y Tu r n e d  t o  H o p e

Katelynn Bernardini,  Pastoral Search Committee

It is early Christmas morning in Memphis, Tennessee. The 
sun isn’t up but the children are! This morning is unlike 
all the others in the year, because there are gifts beckon-
ing, pre-labeled treasures that call to each individual by 
name. The decked halls will soon echo with exclamations. 
“Just what I wanted!” “I can really put this to good use.” 
(This declaration usually punctuates the receipt of tools 
or small appliances.) “I knew you really needed these.” 
(The giver often adds this clarification when giving pa-
jamas or socks.) And of course, when unwrapping some-
thing from the eccentric relative, there is the occasional, 
“Wow, what is it?” 

For the author of Psalm 119, every morning is Christmas 
morning. Treasures beckon under the boughs of God’s 
Word. Before the sun has risen, eagerness awakes the 
Psalmist. He scrambles from his bed to unwrap truths that 
answer to his deepest longings and his greatest needs. 
Principles leap from the scrolls as if they were pre-labeled 
with his own name. Just what God knows he needs for the 
day is his to claim. Sometimes he even receives treasures 
whose usefulness has not yet become apparent (“Wow! 
What do I do with it?”), but which are of inestimable value 
in a moment the Giver has perfectly foreseen.

For the author of Psalm 119, every evening is Christmas 
Eve. Enjoying the stillness of the night around this tree 
is something the Psalmist covets. The harum-scarum 
of the day is not conducive to the handling of precious 
things. So he is eager for the moments when all through 
the house no one is stirring, not even a mouse.  He basks 
in the moonlit stillness and immerses himself in God’s 
Word, unfettered by the clutter of day-to-day living. His 
soul in simple repose, he quietly unwraps God’s good gift.

For the child of God, it is Christmas every day! Gifts of 
greater worth than silver or gold are arrayed before you. 
In the stillness of the night, when all is quiet, go sneak 
to the tree and unwrap God’s good gift. When eagerness 
awakes you before the sun, take advantage of the soli-
tude to steal away and enjoy the gifts God has prepared 
for His family, open your heart and receive “just what 
you needed” in His Word. In the stillness of the night 
and in the morning before dawn, yield to the child in 
your heart who “just can’t wait” to “open it now.”

Jim Fleming, Interim Senior Pastor



CHURCH-WIDE

The Wednesday, December 1 class has 
been rescheduled to the following date:  
Sunday, January 30 
4:00–6:00 p.m., Chapel
This class is offered to those interested 
in learning more about First Evan or 
desiring membership. Attending the 
class in no way obligates you to join, 
but it is the first step toward member-
ship. Questions can be directed to Jacki  
Stieferman at jstieferman@firstevan.org. 
Register at www.firstevan.org/dfe.

NEW ON STAFF

Pa i g e  P o l o n i
We want to welcome Paige Poloni 
to our staff. Paige joins our staff 
team on December 2 primarily 
as administrative assistant to 
Pastor Jim Fleming and will also 
be assisting in the Worship Office 
part of the week.
 
Paige has a deep love for the Lord 
and His church. She has served as a 
group leader for BSF, volunteered 
in Children’s Ministry at Harvest 
Church and has a professional 
background in HR. She has lived 
in Texas, the Dominican Republic, 
Puerto Rico, and Minnesota prior 
to coming to Tennessee.
 
Paige and Alex, her husband of 
twenty years, live in Collierville 
along with their two children. 
Lucas is an eleventh grader and 
Elyse is in the eighth grade.
 
Help us welcome Paige to the 
First Evan family. We are excited 
to see how the Lord is going to use 
her gifts, abilities, and experience 
to help us grow and develop the 
ministries of First Evan.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

51 N. East Yates Rd. 
Memphis, TN 38120

1334 Yorkshire Dr. 
Memphis, TN 38119

2329 Lynnfield St. 
Memphis, TN 38119

C o r e y  &  H e i d i 
B r a n a m

J e s s e  &  C a r o l y n 
G r e s h a m

E m i l e e 
Fe r w e r d a

King David would have enjoyed our rich time together as we gave thanks for 
God's blessings in our lives. Here’s his approach to Thanksgiving:

 
What a thrill it was as members of the First Evan family encouraged us with tales 
of God’s grace. He is worthy of our praise, honor, and thanksgiving! Can’t wait 
to do it again!

T h a n k s g i v i n g  E ve  S o u p  S u p p e r  &  S e r v i c e

D i s c ove r  F i r s t  E v a n

T h a n k s g i v i n g  O f f e r i n g :  
A  C h r i s t m a s  G i f t  f o r 
o u r  M i s s i o n a r i e s
Give now through December 5. 
Part of our Thanksgiving tradition 
is to collect an offering to be sent 
as a Christmas gift to our First Evan 
missionaries. Designate “Thanks-
giving Offering” on your check 
to First Evan, or give online at  
www.firstevan.org/thanksgiving.

I have proclaimed glad tidings of righteousness in the great congregation;
Behold, I will not restrain my lips, O Lord, You know.
I have not hidden Your righteousness within my heart;
I have spoken of Your faithfulness and Your salvation;
I have not concealed Your lovingkindness and 
Your truth from the great congregation (Psalm 40:9–10).

mailto:jstieferman%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://www.firstevan.org/dfe
https://www.firstevan.org/dfe
http://www.firstevan.org/thanksgiving
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/Give/missionary-thanksgiving-offering


VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHTCHURCH-WIDE 
(CONTINUED)

Wednesdays, beginning January 12–
April 27 (does not meet March 16) 
6:15 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room 
(E125/126) | Register by January 5
Jesus wants shepherds to be difference 
makers in the lives of His sheep. For 
those who follow His guidance, a future 
day is coming that will be off-the-chart 
amazing. Here’s how Peter describes it: 
And when the Chief Shepherd appears, 
you will receive the unfading crown of 
glory (1 Peter 5:4). A reward that never 
grows dim, even a million years from 
now—that is what good shepherds have 
to look forward to. And Jesus has not left 
us to wonder what shepherds need to 
do to warrant that reward. Interested?

This class is open to elders, non-sitting 
elders, those who aspire to someday 
become elders, those who want to 
shepherd their family well, and anyone 
else who is interested in understanding 
what Jesus expects of church and 
family shepherds. There are 10 key 
passages in the New Testament that 
explain exactly what Jesus says defines 
a good shepherd. You will come away 
from this class understanding all 10.

Women’s Track: The First Evan 
elders are also opening this class up 
to women (some joint sessions, some 
break-out sessions led by Rochelle 
Fleming) who want to partner well 
with their husbands/shepherds. In 
addition to receiving the resources 
men receive, women will also be given 
an additional workbook that is just 
for women who want to be difference 
makers in the lives of others. 

Both men and women must pre-
register for the course so we can 
have suitable materials on-hand. 
You will receive a complete course 
workbook, a practice guide, and 
other resources.

Know someone else who might be 
interested from another church? They 
are welcome to register. Please register 
by January 5 at www.firstevan.org/
shepherdology. 

" S h e p h e r d o l o g y  1 0 1 " 
w i t h  Pa s t o r  J i m  F l e m i n g

N a n c y  T i p p e t t
Tell us about yourself.
I grew up in church and accepted Christ as 
my Savior around 12 years old. My husband 
Terry and I have been at First Evan since 
Duane Litfin was the pastor, and we are part 
of the Encouragers’ Sunday School class. We’re 
both originally from Memphis. Terry was the 
basketball coach at several schools, including 
ECS, and won six state championships. I worked 
for Delta Airlines in ticketing and reservation 
offices for 18 years. 

How did you get started volunteering at 
First Evan? 
I started attending the Heart to Heart Bible 
study, and the next year Crickett asked me to be 
a small group leader. I had been a small group 
leader and class administrator for BSF for many years, so it was a good fit 
for me to step back into leading a group. I’ve been doing it ever since (2013) 
and loving it! I said yes because I love God and want to serve Him, not 
because I feel I have to, but because I want to. 

Tell us about your volunteer experience with Heart to Heart. 
Heart to Heart impacts women’s lives, and facilitating a small group makes 
a difference. This is an area of service where I’m able to use my strengths. I 
love drawing people out and leading discussion. My gift is encouragement, 
and this area of volunteering gives me lots of opportunities for service 
and helping women stay connected. I am fulfilled and energized by this 
opportunity to serve in this area because it’s a good fit for my gifts and 
strengths. It doesn’t feel like work.  

How has God used this opportunity to deepen your faith? 
Facilitating a small group has helped me grow deeper in God’s Word. It gives 
me joy to see women share and learn how God is working in their lives. We 
support each other. I’m so thankful we have a strong women’s ministry.

Don’t limit your connection with 
First Evan to Sunday only! Join us for 
Midweek to enrich your spiritual walk 
and deepen your relationships with 
others in our fellowship.

There’s something for everyone on 
Wednesday nights. It starts with 
dinner at 5:00 p.m., then we have 
activities for all ages: www.firstevan.
org/midweek.

 Attending or volunteering 
and need childcare?  

www.firstevan.org/midweek-childcare 
(For ages 2 and under. Subject to availability.)

M i d w e e k
Beginning Wednesday, January 12

Join us to connect cross-generationally 
and prepare as a church for the 
teachings of Pastor Jim in his  
“Makers of Disciple Makers” ser-
mon series. Contact Jake Ferwerda at  
jferwerda@firstevan.org.

Fu r t h e r  U p  a n d  Fu r t h e r  I n 
Sundays, January 30–February 20 
(4 weeks),  9:30–10:30 a.m.,  Gym

https://www.firstevan.org/shepherdology
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/2841
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/2841
https://www.firstevan.org/midweek
https://www.firstevan.org/midweek
https://www.firstevan.org/midweek-childcare
https://www.firstevan.org/midweek
mailto:jferwerda%40firstevan.org?subject=
mailto:jferwerda%40firstevan.org?subject=


WORSHIP

A  C h r i s t m a s  Fe s t i v a l  o f 
L e s s o n s  &  C a r o l s 
Sunday, December 12 
9:00 and 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 
International friends are invited to the 
International Brunch at 10:20 a.m.

C h r i s t m a s  E v e 
C a n d l e l i g h t  S e r v i c e  w i t h 
C h i l d r e n' s  N a t i v i t y 
Friday, December 24 
5:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
Family Service – No childcare

B a p t i s m 

U p c o m i n g  B a p t i s m 
Sunday, January 9 
10:45 a.m., Sanctuary

W o r l d  P r a y e r  Fo c u s 
Sunday, December 5 
6:00–7:00 p.m., Chapel

"Peace on Earth" is presented by the 
Worship Choir, orchestra, soloists, and 
readers. Christ has come to bring true 
hope, overflowing love, deep joy, and 
lasting peace. That is worth celebrating!

Worship with us! We'll have special 
music, congregational singing, and a 
message from Pastor Jim Fleming.

We turn on the TV or read from the 
internet or newspaper and wonder 
what is really going on in this world. On 
December 5 we will pray for nations and 
peoples in different parts of the world. 
We will pray for the effectiveness of 
our missionaries in “making disciples 
of all nations.” We will pray for 
Memphis and First Evan’s involvement 
with our local ministry partners.  
 
“…The effective prayer of a righteous man 
can accomplish much.” James 5:16
 
Please join us in prayer to accomplish 
much for the Lord!

Sunday, December 5 
Pastor Jim will bring sermon four 
in the series, Journey. Come pre-
pared to study “The Day Israel 
Blew It” from Numbers 14:1–38.

Sunday, December 12 
We will kick off our Christmas cel-
ebration with Lessons & Carols.  
 
Sunday, December 19
Pastor Jim will help us see the 
birth of Jesus with a newfound 
appreciation for “The Great Ex-
change” from Romans 8:31–33.

Friday, December 24, 5:00 p.m. 
Pastor Jim will “Look Through 
the Manger,” as we ask, “How 
did our Lord who is worthy of all 
praise show such humility?”

Sunday, December 26 
We will enjoy hearing from three 
different members of the First 
Evan family who are praising God 
even as they traverse deep waters.

D e c e m b e r  a n d  J a n u a r y 
S e r m o n  P r ev i e w

PRAYER

Please join us as we pray for First 
Evan and how the Lord may lead us 
into the future.

A prayer guide is provided each week 
to assist in praying for our church, 
ministries, sick, bereaved, country, 
missionaries, and military. For more 
information, contact Chuck Downs at 
cadowns@bellsouth.net.

Join us for a time of prayer and 
breakfast. Contact Hickman Ewing at  
wewingii@comcast.net. 

F i r s t  E v a n  P raye r  Fo c u s 
S u n d ay s ,  5 : 0 0 – 5 : 3 0  p . m .  v i a  Zo o m

We d n e s d ay  N i g h t 
P raye r  M e e t i n g 
Resumes weekly on January 12 
6:15–8:00 p.m.,  D114

M e n' s  P raye r  B r e a k f a s t 
Mondays, 6:30–8:00 a.m.,  E234

Women's Tuesday Prayer Time 
Weekly, 10:00–11:30 a.m.,  D106
Come join your hearts and voices to 
pray for all concerns. 

On Sunday, November 14 we celebrated 
the baptism of Christopher Atkinson  
who came to make public his commit-
ment to Christ. To view the video, visit  
www.firstevan.org/baptism.

Christopher Atkinson

If you are interested in baptism, 
please fill out this application 
by Sunday, December 12: www. 
firstevan.org/baptismapplication. 

CARE

AC T  I I  W i d o w s  Fe l l o w s h i p 
C h r i s t m a s  L u n c h e o n 
Thursday, December 2 
11:00 a.m.,  Memphis Country Club
AC T  I I  W i d o w s  Fe l l o w s h i p 
Monday, February 7 
10:00 a.m.,  Chapel

https://vimeo.com/645777056
https://vimeo.com/645777056
https://www.firstevan.org/sundays
https://www.firstevan.org/sundays
https://www.firstevan.org/prayer
mailto:cadowns%40bellsouth.net?subject=
mailto:wewingii%40comcast.net?subject=
https://vimeo.com/645777056
https://www.firstevan.org/baptismapplication
https://www.firstevan.org/baptismapplication


STUDENTSWOMEN

SAVE THE DATE: A Colorful 
Day “Connected in Community” 
Saturday, February 5 
9:00 a.m.–1:30 p.m. | Cost: $15* 
*additional cost for some sessions 
Registration begins Sunday, January 9

H e a r t  t o  H e a r t 
W o m e n' s  B i b l e  S t u d y  
“Better” written by Jen Wilkin 
January 11/12–March 8/9  
Tuesdays, 9:30–11:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays, 6:15–8:00 p.m. 
Purchase book from your favorite retailer

M e n t o r i n g  M o m s 
Tuesday, January 25, 7:00 p.m. 
At the home of Kathleen Kizer 
9617 Colthurst Cv., Germantown, TN

P r e c e p t  B i b l e  S t u d y 
“E z e k i e l  Pa r t  2 :  W h e n  M y  
Sanctuary Is In Their Midst Forever”  
Tuesdays, January 11–March 1 
6:00–8:00 p.m. via Zoom

FEC KIDS

December 5

December 12

December 24

December 26

January 2, 2022

December 19

Family First Sundays 
The First Sunday of Each Month 
Beginning January 2
Starting in January, every first  
Sunday of the month will be Family 
First Sundays —where our K–3rd graders 
will join us for family-friendly worship 
in the Sanctuary! Inviting our children 
to corporate worship once a month 
will help them to become familiar with  
corporate worship, will mix the gener-
ations, and will allow them the oppor-
tunity to partake in (if ready) and/or 
observe the ordinance of Communion. 
We are excited about this opportunity 
for our children to continue to grow in 
the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior! 
 
Parents, please remember to pick your 
K–3rd graders up after Sunday School on 
the First Sundays starting in January.

REGULAR SCHEDULE 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

10:45 a.m. Children's Church 
Lesson: Jesus' Birth Foretold

REGULAR SCHEDULE 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

Lesson: Jesus is Born 
10:45 a.m. Children's Church 

Live walk-through Nativity

No Sunday School.  
9:00 a.m. Lessons & Carols or 
10:45 a.m. Lessons & Carols 

K–3rd graders will sing in both services.  
Childcare for ages 2 and under. 

 

 5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service with 

Children's Nativity 
Family Service – No Childcare.

10:45 a.m. Family Service 
No Sunday School. 

Family Service – No Childcare. 

PJ DAY – wear your 
favorite PJs to church! 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
Lesson: God Called Moses 
10:45 a.m. PreK PJ Day 

10:45 a.m. Family First Sunday 
(K–3rd grade), Sanctuary 

Come join us for a special day filled with 
learning, creativity, and encouragement. 
You will have the opportunity to sign up 
for two electives taught by fellow women 
of First Evan with lunch to follow. This 
day provides a wonderful opportunity to 
invite neighbors, friends, and loved ones 
to experience the community we have 
at our church. Childcare is provided, but 
registration is required: www.firstevan.
org/colorful.

Join us for a 9-session, verse-by-
verse study of the Book of Hebrews. 
Through stories of Old Testament 
heroes and practices, the author of 
Hebrews demonstrates how the new 
covenant is superior to the old and 
how Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of 
every promise. Learn how to place 
your hope and faith in Christ alone. 
Register online at www.firstevan.org/h2h. 

All young moms and moms-to-be are 
invited to hear from Kari Armstrong as 
she seeks to encourage moms to live 
under grace instead of guilt.  

The watchman speaks hope from the Lord. 
God will seek the lost, bring back the scat-
tered, bind up the broken and strengthen 
the sick. Workbook purchased online, 
cost: $15.75. For more information or to 
register, contact Sara Butler at 901-491-
0101 or sarabutler6@gmail.com.

Common Ground Girls 
Christmas Cookie Baking Party 
Sunday, December 12, 5:30–8:00 p.m. 
Kathryn Hickey's House (email Jake)

A Very Classy Christmas 
Wednesday, December 15 
6:15–8:00 p.m., E202/E226 

Student Ministries Mission Trip 
June 12–17, Birmingham, AL 

Come hang out with us and bake some 
yummy Christmas cookies wearing 
your coziest Christmas jammies. Enjoy 
dinner, fun times, and lots of baking! 

During Fall Fest at the beginning of  
November we played lots of games, got 
a little chilly, had good food, and even 
better fellowship. Learning about the 
promises of God was so encouraging 
to hear and be reminded of. As we saw 
in the Old Testament, God has always 
been faithful to follow through with 
His promises.

For our final Midweek of the semester, 
High School and Middle School 
students will be decked out in our 
fanciest dresses and classy menswear. 
Come hangout with us for some games, 
fellowship, and Christmas cheer! We 
will resume Midweek on January 5.

Student Ministries is partnering with 
YouthWorks for a 1-week mission trip. 
Students will work on various projects 
from manual labor to working with  
local youth in community programs. 
This is an incredible opportunity for our 
students to engage with and serve others.

Impact Fall Fest

https://www.firstevan.org/colorful
https://www.firstevan.org/colorful
https://www.firstevan.org/h2h
mailto:sarabutler6%40gmail.com?subject=


GLOBAL MISSIONS

This year, instead of a singular Missions Conference, First Evan will have a  
Global Missions Focus that will be the highlight of three consecutive weeks 
in February and March. We are inviting our National Ministry Partners to come 
and share with us and even teach us how they “make disciples of all nations” in 
their context. Many of our National Partners live and work in very challenging 
environments and there is much that we can learn from them. During these days, 
we will also meet virtually with all of our missionaries for mutual encouragement 
and blessing.

Global Missions Focus – Begins February 2022

Thank you for giving generously to MISSIONS this calendar year. The  
Missions Fund supports First Evan’s local and global outreach. We fund 
special projects, and send over $13,000 in regular monthly support to our 
Missionaries and National Ministry Partners. This does not include over 
a million dollars in Pass-Through gifts annually, designated to specific  
Missionaries, National Partners, and organizations! 
 
Each of these special projects helps to further the goal of “making  
disciples of all nations.” Some of the local and global projects we have 
funded include: 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for continuing to support our valued ministry partners, both here in 
Memphis and globally. Your support, by designating Missions Fund online or 
on your check, helps to fund these local and global outreach efforts! Remember 
the Missions Fund in your year-end giving! Thank you.  

Missions Fund

EQUIPPING
$5,000: Restore Corps – funding towards human trafficking victim services 
$2,000: Birmingham Christian Academy – funds for an emergency security door
$1,500: Eikon Ministries – funds for appliances for the kitchen 
renovation at Club Nathan
$1,250: Advance Memphis – funds to support the annual Art for Jobs auction
$4,000: North India College of Christian Studies – resources to help  
establish a non-residential Hindi-speaking Christian college  
$10,000: Various ministry partners in India – funds to assist the crisis 
brought on by COVID in the country of India 
$4,575: Global Outreach/Dana Philips – funds to purchase a portable 
hearing screening device for ministry purposes 
$5,000: Novo/NEO/Jeri Little – funds to help rebuild a Yazidi Refugee 
Camp in Northern Iraq demolished by fire 

MomentumYes Video Series 
led by Zoe Bozeman 
Wednesdays, January 12–March 9 
6:15–8:00 p.m., A121/122
MomentumYes is a free video-based 
series for small groups which teaches, 
inspires, and equips everyday people 
to rethink God’s mission. It is designed 
to actively engage believers in tak-
ing the next steps in God's mission.  
www.firstevan.org/momentumyes

YOUNG ADULTS

ADULTS

S e n i o r  H o l i d a y  L u n c h e o n 
Sunday, December 19 
12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Join us for a Christmas luncheon fol-
lowing the worship service. Enjoy 
music by Ken Boer, Dan Gilbert, and 
the Sistrunk family. We are encour-
aging you to invite family, friends, or 
neighbors. Donations are accepted. 
RSVP by Sunday, December 12 to Jim 
Henry at jhenry@firstevan.org or 
call/text 901-490-5825.

Save the Date: “Partnership in the Gospel” 
February 26–27: Central and Eastern Europe Partners 

March 5–6: South Asia Partners 
March 12–13: Mexico and the Middle East Partners 

 
There will be special missions programming for FEC Kids on these Sundays.

All college stu-
dents are invited 
to enjoy a safe 
and comfortable 
space, with free 
food and coffee, 
to study for your 
exams. Please pray that God uses this 
event for His glory, that students come 
and feel the love of Christ, and that 
our volunteers work well together.

We still need volunteers!  Sign up at 
www.firstevan.org/finalscoffeehouse.

Finals Coffee House 
Sunday, December 5–Tuesday, 
December 7, 7:00 p.m.–midnight, Gym

https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/Give/online-giving
https://www.firstevan.org/momentumyes
mailto:jhenry%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d44abaf2da0ff2-finals


YEAR-END GIVING
In the month of December charitable organizations, including many which faithfully serve our Lord, will appeal to you for year-end 
support. Many non-profit organizations, including First Evan, receive a large portion of their budget in the month of December.  
We trust that if each one in our church family, including you, prays and obeys, the Lord will meet the needs of First Evan and 
the other ministries and missions our congregation supports. Will you pray, seeking our Lord’s guidance for your year-end giving?

First Evangelical Church is thankful for the many faithful members and regular attendees who consistently give tithes and 
offerings to the Lord. Our Church is greatly blessed through your generosity. Although we do not pass a collection plate 
during worship services, there are collection boxes conveniently located at the entrances of the sanctuary to collect offerings. 
Checks and cash are wonderful and convenient ways to give to the ministries of First Evan, and are the primary method used 
for most of the gifts that we receive. Outlined below are a number of other ways you can give to First Evan that we want to 
bring to your attention.

G i v i n g  O p p o r t u n i t i e s

Gifts must be placed in the 
offering chests at church or 
delivered to the finance  
office by December 31, 2021, 
in order to be considered as 
charitable gifts for the 2021 
tax year. 

S t o c k  G i f t s   Even with the uncertainty of the stock market, many people still have stock worth more than they paid for it.  
A long-term appreciated stock offers two tax savings. First, you avoid capital gains tax. Second, you receive an income tax  
deduction based on the increased value of the stock instead of the cost basis of up to 30 percent of your adjusted gross income.

I n s u r a n c e  P o l i c i e s   A gift of a life insurance policy you no longer need makes a perfect year-end gift. To qualify as a gift, 
First Evan must become the owner and beneficiary or the irrevocable beneficiary. If the policy is paid up, your tax deduction is 
usually the cost basis or the replacement value of the policy, whichever is less.

C h a r i t a b l e  I R A  R o l l o v e r s     A qualified charitable distribution (QCD), which allows individuals over 70½ years old 
to donate up to $100,000 in IRA assets directly to charity annually, without taking the distribution into taxable income 
is a great way to give and avoid capital gain taxes.  There are certain rules on timing your gift for it to count as a 2021 
contribution.  We encourage you to talk to your tax advisor or the company that handles your IRA in order to ensure that 
your QCD gift can count towards the 2021 calendar year.

L i f e  I n c o m e  G i f t s      B e q u e s t s      E n d o w m e n t  G i f t s      G i f t s  o f  I n v e n t o r y      G i f t s  t h r o u g h  W i l l s

Gifts given through Venmo 
@fecmemphis by midnight, 
December 31, 2021, 
will be considered as  
charitable gifts for the 2021 
tax year.

If interested in making a 
stock donation, please call 
the finance office at 
682-8452.

Gifts mailed to the church 
must be postmarked by the 
U.S. Postal Service  
by December 31, 2021,  
in order to be considered as 
charitable gifts for the 2021 
tax year.

Gifts given online 
through our website: 
www.firstevan.org/giving 
or First Evan app by  
midnight, December 31, 2021, 
will be considered as  
charitable gifts for the 
2021 tax year.The church office will  be closed 

December 23–25. The finance office will be 
open December 27–31 until 5:00 p.m.

If your mailing envelope is postmarked after 
December 31, 2021, your gift will count  
towards 2022, not 2021, regardless of the 
date on your check.

In 2020 Congress increased the maximum charitable contribution deduction for cash contributions from 60 percent to 100 percent of 
adjusted gross income (AGI). This was extended through 2021, but in 2022 the maximum drops back to 60 percent of AGI.

S P E C I A L  N O T E :  The CARES Act (2020) encouraged Americans to contribute to churches and charitable organizations in 2021 by 
permitting persons who are unable to itemize deductions on Schedule A (Form 1040) due to the increased standard deduction to  
deduct up to $300 of cash contributions (up to $600 for married persons filing a joint return). There is no similar provision for 
contributions of property (clothing, securities, etc.)

I s  t h e r e  a n y  l i m i t  t o  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  I  c a n  d e d u c t  o n  m y  t a xe s ?

https://venmo.com/?gclsrc=aw.ds&
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FIRST EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
735 Ridge Lake Blvd. 
Memphis, TN 38120 
901.682.8452 
www.firstevan.org
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MONDAY TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

DECEMBER 2021 ACT II Widows                                   
Christmas  Luncheon 
11:00 a.m.–1:30 p.m.  
Memphis Country Club

Men's Bible Study 
6:30–8:00 p.m., E143

Men's Bible Study 

6:30–7:30 a.m., Zoom
Lessons & Carols 
Rehearsal 
with Brunch 
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

Council Meeting
6:15 p.m., Fellowship Hall

with Communion

Live Nativity during 
Children's Church

No Sunday School

Midweek Students 
A Very Classy  
Christmas 
6:15–8:00 p.m, E202/E226

Midweek Students 
6:15–8:00 p.m.

Midweek Students 
6:15–8:00 p.m.

2 1 2 32 2

GriefShare Seminar 
6:00–8:00 p.m., E135

Students Worship 
Together Weekend 9:30 a.m., E226

Regular Schedule

Regular Schedule

WPF
6:00 p.m., Chapel

International Brunch
10:20 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Finals Coffee House 
7:00 p.m.–midnight, Recreation Center    >>>     >>>     >>>    

Women's 
Christmas Dinner 
6:00–8:00 p.m., Hilton

Lessons & Carols 
9:00 & 10:45 a.m. Services
No Sunday School

CG Girls Baking Party 
5:30–8:00 p.m., Hickey's

Senior Holiday 
Luncheon
12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 
5:00 p.m., Sanctuary  
Family Service 
No Childcare

 

Worship Service 
with Testimonies 
10:45 a.m., Sanctuary  
Family Service 
No Childcare

Finance Office open until 5:00 p.m. for year-end giving  >>>     >>>     >>>     >>>     >>>     >>>     >>>   

Church Offices Closed For Christmas


