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Outside the hospital in Savannah,  
Georgia, where my dad was treated  
before dying earlier this year, I noticed 
a marker near the entrance for a time 
capsule buried underneath (in 2015). 
Inside it are some things it is expected 
the medical practitioners of tomorrow 
will likely not use, like paper charts and 
radiology film. It’s hoped some things 
won’t change, like the hospital’s mission 
statement, included in the capsule with 
current staff signatures.

A time capsule from 1999 containing a 
Y2K Survival Kit would get some laughs, 
no doubt. I still have books by Emergent 
authors on my shelves—the ones who 
insisted we needed a new kind of  
Christianity, or that my church must 
change or die—but I don’t crack them 
anymore. I know Jesus will make all 
things new in His time. The end doesn’t 
come until He says it’s here.

PASTOR’S PENSÉES

Twenty years ago, the 
dawn of a new cen-
tury was only a cou-
ple of months away. 
Were you stockpiling 
goods due to Y2K 

fears? Software developers rushed to 
fix the “Millennium Bug,” staving off 
the chaos that would have ensued if  
computerized banking and defense 
systems collapsed.

Only Jonathan Cahn would find  
anything useful now in the Y2K books 
of old. Cahn’s hermeneutics—called  
eisegesis, reading into the text—was 
in play around Y2K. I remember  
Joseph’s grain silos turned into a biblical  
prescriptive to buy baked beans in bulk. 
People were trying to be prudent, tak-
ing precautions, and it’s hard to fault 
them. But computers not only didn’t  
hiccup, they triumphed, and we would 
never doubt technology again. We  
invited it into our hearts.

Twenty years is about the span of a  
generation. An odometer of sorts turns 
over and we reflect on how far we’ve 
come. In 1999, we were speeding toward 
a cultural horizon that wasn’t fixed but 
flat. That means the prevailing sense 
was we would make of the world ahead 
whatever we wanted. Everyone could 
have his or her own truth.

The Emergent Church was on the  
horizon back then. I’ve heard post- 
modernism described as more of a 
mood than a philosophy. The Emergent 
“conversation,” as it referred to itself, 
was more vibe than vision. Some were  
promoting church renewal for a new 
century, and that’s good, but while every 
generation sees something those imme-
diately before them miss or undervalue, 
many party to the Emergent conversation 
made their moment and methodologies 
absolute. The sand still drained through 
that hourglass. 

Twenty Years 
Capsule
by Cole Huffman

Y2K preppers and Emergent conversa-
tionalists had a common ring to them: 
the ring of the apocalyptic (from the 
Greek apokalypsis, “destruction”). As 
Robert Joustra and Alissa Wilkinson 
write in their book, How to Survive the 
Apocalypse: Zombies, Cylons, Faith, 
and Politics at the End of the World,  
apocalypse reveals more than predicts. 
“Apocalyptic literature has always said 
a great deal more about who we are now  
. . . than who we might be in the future.”

In the rearview mirror, what will the now 
look like in twenty years on from here?  
I hope I’m not Kenny Rogers about it. He 
had a hit song in the 80s called “Twenty 
Years Ago.” He took his nostalgia out for 
a walk around his old hometown. More 
wins than losses, as memory serves him, 
so he longs to go back and relive those 
good times past. He even says life was 
“so much easier” twenty years ago. 

I’m a little embarrassed to admit I like 
the song. Kenny’s voice is strong and the 
melody stirs. The sentiment, however, is 
weak. Amnesia is worse than nostalgia, 
but good memories are to be enjoyed for 
what they were, not held over the pres-
ent to diminish it by comparison. 

Twenty years ago, I turned 30. Life wasn’t 
exactly easier. I knew less about suffer-
ing back then than I do now. Twenty 
years from now, I’ll be 70. Not an embit-
tered 70, I hope, due to a few sufferings 
endured, my own and others'. I want to 
still be running the race, running with 
the horses, not the ostriches, still fully 
present people of God. 

Every twenty years or so many of us need 
the reminder that going forward isn’t  
always everything it’s envisioned to 
be, and neither is going back. The great  
constant is my life is hidden with Christ 
in God—Paul put it that way to the Co-
lossians—and this is all I really know to 
count on. If that truth doesn’t get into 
us and set, we too easily get worked up 
about things the future may judge much 
ado about nothing.

Oh! Teach us to live well! 
Teach us to live wisely and well! 
Come back, God— 
how long do we have to wait?— 
and treat your servants with 
kindness for a change. 
Surprise us with love at daybreak; 
then we’ll skip and dance all the day long. 
Make up for the bad times 
with some good times; 
we’ve seen enough evil to last a lifetime. 
Let your servants see what you’re best at— 
the ways you rule and bless your children. 
And let the loveliness of our Lord, our God, 
rest on us,confirming the work that we do. 
Oh, yes. Affirm the work that we do! 
 
(Psalm 90:12–17, MSG)



CHURCH-WIDE

Blood Drive 
Wednesday,  
October 2 
4:30–7:30 p.m.  
Meet in the 
Fellowship Foyer

Eternal Joy | Saturating Life &

Speaker: John Piper | Friday, November 8 
7:00–9:00 p.m., Sanctuary

Saturday, November 2 
11:00 a.m. 
Fellowship Hall

Monday, October 21 
1:00 p.m., Chapel

LLL Movie Day

ADULTS

GriefShare Seminars
"Loss of a Spouse" and 
"Surviving the Holidays" 
Thursday, October 24, 6:30–8:30 p.m. 
D113/115 and D116 | Cost: $10

Join us for popcorn, 
drinks, and a showing 
of Luther.

Senior Luncheon
"ThanksFORgiving"A class for anyone interested in learn-

ing more about First Evan or desir-
ing membership. Attending both parts 
is required for membership. Please 
register at www.firstevan.org/dfe by 
Sunday, October 6. Questions can 
be directed to Jacki Stieferman 
at jstieferman@firstevan.org.

This special event is hosted by Bethle-
hem Seminary, which has a campus in  
Memphis. For details and tickets, visit 
www.firstevan.org/eternal-joy.

Discover First Evan
Sunday, October 20 (Part 1) and  
Sunday, October 27 (Part 2) 
9:30–10:30 a.m., E236

Walk-ins welcome. 
For details, contact 
Sam Hezlep at 486-6237.

Ministry in the Glory of Jesus 

We welcome you to attend these 
special two-hour seminars from  
GriefShare that will help put you back 
on the path to joy and healing from 
your grief, no matter how long ago 
your loss. Workbook and video utilized. 
Men and women welcome! Register at  
www.firstevan.org/griefshare.

F I R S T  E V A N
DISCOVER

CARE

He Cares

ACT II Widows Fellowship

Thursday, October 31 
10:00 a.m., Gym Lobby

Thursday, October 3 
11:00 a.m.; Lunch at Cedar Hall

Contact Rhonda Finfrock at 683-0757 or 
rhondafinfrock@comcast.net.

Meet in the church parking lot at 
10:30 a.m. to carpool. Cost: $20. Contact 
Cathy Graham at 685-1028.

Caregivers
Monday, October 28, 7:00 p.m., Chapel
Guest speaker will be Dr. Sandra Bailey, 
R.N. from SOS (Serving our Seniors).   Her 
topic will be Caregiving Issues from 
the Perspective of an R.N. Contact Jerry  
Johnston, 674-1525.

(ministry to those caring for others)

Samaritan's Purse:  
Operation Christmas Child 
Pick up boxes starting Sunday, October 20 
Collection ends Monday, November 17
Collect shoebox gifts—filled with fun 
toys, school supplies, and hygiene 
items—to be delivered to children in 
need around the world to demonstrate 
God’s love in a tangible way. Visit  
www.firstevan.org/occ.

Join us in this special 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
and Dessert Fellowship 
Sunday, November 10 
6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
The Annual Congregational Meeting will  
include the Session, Mission Board, and  
financial reports; the election of the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the 
Congregation; and voting on proposed 
change* to the Church Constitution.

VBS Revisited: ROAR! will be provided for 
children age 3.5 through 5th grade during 
the meeting. Nursery will be provided for  
children birth through age 3.5.

Please plan to attend this time of  
fellowship, and hear what God is doing in 
the life of First Evan. 

*To view proposed change, visit:  
www.firstevan.org/congregational-meeting.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
and Dessert Fellowship

ROAR! VBS Revisited: age 3 ½–5th grade
Nursery: birth–age 3 ½

www.firstevan.org/congregational-meeting

Sunday, November 10
6:00 p.m., Sanctuary

WORSHIP

Baptism
Sunday, October 20, 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
Register by Monday, October 7 at  
www.firstevan.org/baptism.

Lessons and Carols Music Preview 
Sunday, October 20, 1:15 p.m., Sanctuary

Community Reformation Service 
Sunday, October 27 
6:00 p.m., Second Presbyterian Church

Calling all singers for the Sunday,  
December 8 (9:00 and 10:45 a.m.)  
Lessons and Carols services. We will 
have lunch in the Chapel at 12:15 p.m. 
followed by a preview of the music in the 
Sanctuary. RSVP for lunch to Jan Spurlin 
at jspurlin@firstevan.org or 682-8452. 

A festival of music for congregation, 
choir, brass, and organ. Pastor Jason 
Cook of Fellowship Memphis will preach. 
A reception will follow.

celebration of heartfelt thanksgiving led 
by “The Loftis House: 2everygeneration.”  
RSVP by Tuesday, October 29 to Susanna 
Winter at dswinter@bellsouth.net.



RECREATION

Tippett Basketball Clinic 
Saturday, October 19 
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Gym 
1st–8th grade 
Free (Drop-ins welcome)

Jr. Grizzlies Basketball 
Season: Saturdays, December 7– 
February 15 (9 games) 
Cost: $65 (Ages 6–18) 
Register by Friday, November 1

Learn basketball skills, drills, and sports-
manship from TSSAA Hall of Fame Coach 
Terry Tippett. Coach Tippett has 48 years 
of experience, 902 wins, and is the only 
coach in Tennessee history to win titles 
with three different teams. Register at 
www.firstevan.org/basketball-clinic.

Children compete in a relaxed  
environment perfect for the new kid on 
the block and challenging enough for 
the regular player! Games are through  
ESCRA (East Shelby Church Recreation  
Association).  Details and registration at  
www.firstevan.org/basketball.

Saturday, October 26, 1:00–4:00 p.m. 
Memphis University School | $25/person 
(6191 Park Avenue, Memphis 38119)

Fun Run/Walk for

Pastor Lemar Walker and his wife,  
Donna, have been investing in South 
Memphis for over 20 years. Funds raised 
will advance their after-school and 
summer programs, educational soft-
ware upgrades, and college tours. You 
can run, walk, crawl, or shuffle...or just 
make a pledge! Registration is live at  
www.firstevan.org/funrun. Those who 
cannot participate can also make a  
donation online. Pledges can be col-
lected by registrants to raise additional 
funds. We hope to see you there!

MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

Christ's Community Church

GLOBAL MISSIONS

Forever Changed   by John McWhorter
I went to Moria Refugee Camp in Greece 
as a practical exercise in obeying Christ's 
command to love our enemies.  I had 
strongly resented Muslims since 9/11, and 
wanted to see what they were really like.  
I found them to be a kind, hospitable, 
and generous people despite the severe  
trials they are going through. My feelings  
toward them have changed.  

Moria is an exercise in contradictions. It 
is a terrible place, but a wonderful place 
in that it is safe. The children are the 
most heartwarming and the most heart-
breaking aspects of that place. They are 
happy and play all the time, but I wish 
they didn't have to be there.

Moria will be part of me for the rest of my 
life.  I will be burdened in prayer for the 
people, especially for “Jimmy,” an Afghan 
boy who asked me about Jesus. I pray I 
planted a seed in good ground.

MEN

Men's Fish Fry
Tuesday, October 22 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Cost: $7/person or $50/table
Join us for an evening of fish, food, and 
fellowship with guest speaker AC Curtis, 
Director of Express Missions International 
(EMI). EMI's purpose is to bring humani-
tarian relief and the gospel to those most 
desperate in the most effective, efficient, 
and expedient way. The organization 
does this through human trafficking  
rescue, humanitarian aid, church 
planting, and evangelistic outreach.  
For tickets, contact Shawn Wilkins at 
831-5824, Jack Pepper at 833-0721,  
or email men@firstevan.org. Visit 
www.firstevan.org/mens-fish-fry.

MEN’S
FISH FRY

Overwhelmed  by Bob and Janie Till 
The refugees are overwhelmed by situa-
tions and dangers in their own lands, so 
they risk their own and their children’s 
lives for the hope of safety and a better life. 
 
Turkey is overwhelmed with more than 
5 million refugees and is threatening to 
release many more of those into Europe.

Greece is overwhelmed as the first entry 
point into Europe for many refugees.

The refugee camp at Moria, Lesvos, 
where we worked, is overwhelmed trying 
to accommodate over 10,000 from over 
40 different countries in a facility built 
for 2,500 as new refugees continue to  
arrive daily.

The volunteer workers from all over the 
world at Moria are overwhelmed trying to 
provide food, clothing and housing to the 
growing numbers.

Our team was overwhelmed with long 
shifts and tiring work, and yet still felt it 
was just a drop in the bucket.

In spite of it all, we were blessed by the 
appreciation, helpfulness, and smiles 
among the workers and refugees.

Pray for peace.

Pray for the strength and safety of  
volunteers and refugees.

Pray for the two couples at GEM’s  
outreach and discipleship centres outside 
of Moria.



When I moved to Uganda, I thought I was 
going to bring Jesus in some way, gift them 
with the gospel news I had been given, and 
blaze new trails of God’s Work. I quickly  
discovered that I did not bring Jesus to 
Uganda: I joined Him in the work He had 
already started! There are still opportuni-
ties for evangelism and discipleship, but the 
work the Ugandans are doing greatly sur-
passes any trailblazing skills I might have. 
I work alongside some truly amazing people 
who are well educated in life and biblical 

principles. They do not approach anything without prayer. They pray first thing 
every morning and last thing every night. They have taught me spiritual disciplines 
I once knew but had somehow let slide.  

When I am anxious about something seemingly impos-
sible, I am met with “Don’t worry. God will work it out for 
you.” When I don’t know what to do, they immediately 
tell me “We should pray about it.” One of my friends ex-
plained, “In Uganda, we do not know where our school 
fees are going to come from, where we will live or what we 
will eat when there is a drought, so we can only depend 
on God.” Amen, sister. Amen. I am so grateful to God for 
planting me here in this place where He has already been working, next to some 
pretty amazing co-laborers. The harvest is truly plentiful and the laborers few...and 
I praise God that I am placed amidst these ones.  

God At Work: Dana Phillips  Global Outreach International, Jinja, Uganda

Grace, Saved By Grace  By Suzie Davis
We had to close late in the afternoon of the last day at Bidi Bidi 
Refugee Camp in Uganda because the medicine supply was  
depleted, leaving twenty patients waiting in triage to be seen by 
the doctors. This was hard because we knew that several were 
running significant fevers. Grace, the very last lady on the bench, 
understood that she could not receive any medication or testing, 
but asked to speak to the doctor.

Dr. Rob Johnson, First Evan member, lover of Jesus, and kind 
to all, agreed to see her. After discussing her health issues, he 
repeated that he had no medications, but asked, “Would you 
like to hear about Jesus?” She said “Yes,” and Dr. Rob shared 
with Grace the greatest miracle: salvation by the One who loves 
her and died for her. Dr. Rob’s Sudanese interpreter, James, 
shared later that he had seen Grace listening when the gospel was shared at another 
event, and had been praying for her ever since. On the card that every patient pres-
ents to the doctor to record the diagnosis and medications prescribed, Dr. Rob wrote,  
“Grace, saved by grace.”

We’re grateful for the miracles of physical healing, but we bask in the joy of sharing 
His greatest healing for all of us: the gift of Jesus on the cross that provides the way for 

us to come into an eternal relationship 
with Him. The Gospel went forth to 
hundreds individually, and His Name 
was high and lifted up!

The Dearborn Arabic  

“For where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
(Matthew 18:20)

Most of the dozens of missionaries in 
Dearborn do not speak Arabic. They 
evangelize the later generations who 
have grown up in America speaking  
English. I first met Sam when a longtime 
missionary asked me to translate for him 
when he visited at Sam’s home.     

Sam was born in Lebanon to a 
Muslim Shi’ite family. In the middle of 
the Lebanese Civil War, he surrendered 
his heart to Jesus, and developed 
Christian friends. After moving to 
Dearborn, he attended an Arabic-
speaking church on the other side of  
Detroit. He became wheelchair-bound 
after an accident at the Ford factory where 
he worked, and was no longer able to get to 
church. His family and neighbors are all  
Muslims. Because he mainly speaks  
Arabic, he lost his Christian fellowship 
and church worship, and was eventually 
left all alone.  

I began meeting with Sam weekly for  
Bible study. I have taught him from all 
of the sermons I have preached in Arabic 
churches. Lately I have been preparing 
new sermons in Arabic. It seems Sam nev-
er went to Sunday School! God is at work 
at the Dearborn Arabic “Church of Two” 
(pictured above) as I teach him Bible stories 
and the basics of the Christian faith. 

"Church of Two" By Jon Frazier



STUDENTS

 
We have brought on an intern to the 
middle school ministry who is work-
ing diligently to invest in the ministry 
as a whole and specifically in disci-
pling our girls! Anna is from Madison, 
MS and graduated from Mississippi 
State University with a major 
in Public Relations and minor 
in Religion. She is part of the  
Downline Emerging Leaders program 
this year. She loves traveling, paint-
ing, and spending time with friends 
and family. If you are interested 
in getting to know Anna, contact  
aphillips@firstevan.org. 

Welcome Anna Phillips 
Impact Intern 

Common Ground  
had a blast at Run 
the River this year! 
We could not have 
asked for better 
weather and we 
truly felt God’s 
presence as we 
canoed the Spring 
River. We can’t 
wait for next year! 

Impact Fall Fest

Women's Ministry
Christmas Dinner

Saturday, October 19 
10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.; Pick up and Drop 
off at The Grove Retreat Center 
849 Rocky Point Rd., Cordova, TN 38018

Thursday, December 5 
6:00 p.m., Memphis Hilton 
Ticket sales begin: 
Sunday, November 10 
8:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall; Cost: $15

This year's event is going to knock 
your socks off! We are renting out The 
Grove Retreat Center for 5 hours of  
activities ranging from a high ropes course 
to cosmic dodgeball! This is a free event 
with lunch included, open to all middle 
schoolers including their friends. You 
must sign up by Monday, October 14 at  
www.firstevan.org/fall-fest.

We are excited to bring in Sandra  
McCracken, songwriter and modern- 
day hymn writer, for a night of 
Christmas celebration.

WOMEN
We are a Christ-centered, father-
led ministry helping boys grow 
into authentic godly men. We 
strongly encourage dads to be 
involved by serving and helping 
lead. For more information, 
contact Richard Marsh at  
482-4429.

Tuesdays, 6:45–8:15 p.m., Impact Room (E226)
Boy Scout Troop 276 (Ages 11+)

KIDS

Introducing: The Christmas Project 
Beginning Sunday, October 13
Each year during the holiday season, 
Elementary students in FEC Kids have 
participated in a project to celebrate 
the Advent season through acts of  
service and love. We are excited 
to announce our project this year:  
collecting child-sized pants for the  
students at Cornerstone Preparatory 
School in Binghampton. Beginning 
October 13, we will be hosting a  
competition between students to see 
which Sunday School Class can bring 
the MOST pants! Please send new or  
gently used kids pants in black,  
khaki, or  navy blue with your 
children on Sunday mornings and we 
will keep a tally of who is winning the 
competition. We will have a packing 
party for donation drop-offs during Sun-
day School on December 15. Please email 
Kelsey Berry at kberry@firstevan.org 
with any questions!

Kids Karnival 
Wednesday, October 30 
6:30–8:00 p.m., Gym
All ages are welcome up to 5th grade; 
children must be accompanied by an 
adult. Admission is one bag of candy per 
child. No scary costumes please. Carnival 
games, inflatables, and candy! We will 
have a Midweek Fellowship Meal at 5:00 
p.m. with kid-friendly options. There 
will be no Children's Choir, Awana, or 
childcare. For more details, visit  
www.firstevan.org/kids-karnival.
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 
His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel

   

 2 Blood Drive  4:30–7:30 p.m.; Meet in Fellowship Foyer 

 3 ACT II Widows Fellowship  11:00 a.m.; Lunch at Cedar Hill 

 4–6  Girls' Getaway  Marriott Shoals Hotel and Spa, Florence, AL 

 6  Communion 
 13  The Christmas Project (Sunday School competition begins) 
 16 Fall Break  No Heart to Heart; No Midweek Fellowship Meal or activities  
 19 Tippett Basketball Clinic 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Gym 
  Impact Fall Fest  10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m., The Grove Retreat Center 

 20 Baptism | Discover First Evan (Part 1)  9:30–10:30 a.m., E236 | OCC Shoebox Drive Kickoff 
  Lessons and Carols Music Preview  Lunch, 12:15 p.m., Fellowship Hall; Preview, 1:15 p.m., Sanctuary 
 21 LLL Movie Day 1:00 p.m., Chapel | Elder/Deacon Meeting 

 22 Men's Fish Fry  6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 24 GriefShare Seminars  6:30–8:30 p.m., D113/115 and D116 

 26 Fun Run/Walk for Christ's Community Church  1:00–4:00 p.m., MUS (6191 Park Ave.) 

 27 Discover First Evan (Part 2)  9:30–10:30 a.m., E236 

  Community Reformation Service  6:00 p.m., Second Presbyterian Church  
 28 Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel 
 30 Kids Karnival  6:30–8:00 p.m., Gym 

 31 He Cares  10:00 a.m., Gym Lobby

 2  "ThanksFORgiving" Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall  
 3 Daylight Saving Time Ends 2:00 a.m. (Fall Back) | Communion 
 4 ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m., Chapel 

 8 Eternal Joy | Saturating Life & Ministry with John Piper 7:00–9:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

 10 Women's Ministry Christmas Dinner Ticket Sales  8:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

  Annual Congregational Meeting and Dessert Fellowship  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

 11 Elder/Deacon Meeting 

 20 Last Midweek Fellowship Meal and Activities  
 27  Thanksgiving Eve Soup Supper & Service 5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall | 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

 28–30 Thanksgiving Holiday (Church offices are closed)

October

November


