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FOCUS

But I shall remain in Ephesus 
until Pentecost; for a wide door for 
effective service has opened to me, 
and there are many adversaries 
(1 Cor. 16:8–9). 

When Paul went to Athens, he drew 
a crowd. He was entertaining, but 
there was little fruit. So he moved 
on. 

When he eventually came to 
Ephesus, very different story! 
Paul tells us why. There are four 
“wow factors” that shout, “Extend 
your season of ministry in Ephesus.”  
(1) “A wide door” denoted circum-
stances under which many (as op-
posed to few) could be reached. (2) 
The door “has opened,” meaning 
that God has strategically positioned Paul in the midst of this 
low-hanging fruit. (3) “Effective service” tells us hearts were 
being transformed through his preaching. Connect the dots 
of these three wow factors and you have Paul in the right 
place at the right time to reach a right powerful number of 
ripe hearts.

The fourth “wow factor” is a puzzler. Paul is staying in Ephesus 
because “there are many adversaries!” How does the pres-
ence of broad-based opposition warrant an extended stay?  
The first three wow factors tell us that the good news was 
connecting with people. This fourth factor says it was also 
“connecting” with the opposition!

When you are in Athens, people may find you entertaining. 
But the bemused neutrality and dismissive passivity of an 
Athens means you won’t make much of a dent. In Ephesus, 
people will be spring-loaded to respond. God will fling wide 
a door of ministry impact; some will ignite with passion for 
God, and others will burst into flames of opposition. 

So where would you like God to take you—to Athens or 
Ephesus? If you want to be entertaining, preach in Athens. 
But, prepare for little fruit. Would you prefer an Ephesus? 
Ask God to open wide the doors of opportunity—then brace 
for impact! You might get pelted with rotten apples. But 
you’ll also be picking bushel baskets of ripe and ready fruit!  
My vote is for Ephesus!

These words of encouragement 
come from a perspective of both 
what is seen AND what is unseen. 
The ability to see both sides of this 
coin helps us more fully appreciate 
all God is doing during this season 
of transition. 

The first “seen” blessing is the work 
of the staff to seamlessly transition 
our Sunday School classes back into 
classrooms for the 9:30 a.m. hour 
only. What is “unseen” are the hours 
of planning by Taylor and staff to 
ensure that the unique needs of 
each class could be met in every 
possible way. And of course, this 
work by staff also includes adding 
back conveniently-located access 
to coffee close to each classroom! 

We would all agree that walking the halls early on Sunday 
mornings is much more encouraging when you see and hear 
the fellowship taking place in all of our classroom space. 

Closely related to this item of praise was the response to 
the needed volunteers to staff our Children’s ministry dur-
ing Sunday School and worship hours. Cortney and her 
team have been so diligent in preparations for the lessons 
to be taught as well as health and safety measures, but all 
of this would be lost if our families did not step up to be the 
extra “hands and eyes” needed in our children’s classrooms. 
We often stand as a congregation to pledge our support to 
families dedicating their children as part of our dedication 
ceremonies. We “see” that playing out when families volun-
teer in support of our children’s ministry.

Thankfully, we see multiple evidences of God working 
through His people at First Evan. However, we can be equal-
ly grateful that we do not see a congregation stuck in neu-
tral waiting for our Pastor Next.

A  W O R D  O F  E N C O U R A G E M E N T

A t h e n s  o r  E p h e s u s ?

FROM PASTOR 
JIM FLEMING

S e e n  a n d  U n s e e n

FROM BRYAN MILLER ON 
THE TRANSITION COMMITTEE



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHTCHURCH-WIDE

91-year-old Charlie has always considered him-
self an entrepreneur who has the gift of work. 
When he was a child during WWII and times 
were financially tough, he fashioned a wagon 
out of an apple crate box to haul scrap metal to 
sell. He would go to work in the cotton fields just 
after daylight and stay working by candlelight 
to raise money for treats for him and his sister.  

C h a r l i e  H a m m o n d

D i s c ove r  F i r s t  E v a n

N e w  M e m b e r  L u n c h

Sunday, October 17 
4:00–6:00 p.m., Chapel
This class is offered to those interested 
in learning more about First Evan or de-
siring membership. Attending the class 
in no way obligates you to join, but it 
is the first step toward membership. 
Questions can be directed to Jacki Sti-
eferman at jstieferman@firstevan.org. 
Register at www.firstevan.org/dfe.

Sunday, October 10 
12:00–1:30 p.m., E234
If you are a new member of First Evan 
or are interested in becoming a mem-
ber, we would like to invite you to 
lunch. This lunch is to check in, see 
how you are doing, and see how we can 
help. Please RSVP to Jacki Stieferman 
at jstieferman@firstevan.org or call the 
church office by Wednesday, October 6. 

You can choose from a hot meal or a 
lighter soup and salad. Visitors and 
guests are always welcome and reser-
vations are not 
necessary. 
 
Find our weekly 
menu: www.
firstevan.org/
midweek-menu. 

M i d w e e k  Fe l l o w s h i p  M e a l s
Wednesdays, Now–November 17 
5:00–6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
$7/adult  |  $4/child (up to age 10) 
$30 family meal   |  $8/take-home meal

AC T  I I  W i d o w s  Fe l l o w s h i p 
Luncheon: Monday, October 4 
11:00 a.m., Brenda Ozier's Home 
(891 Musgray Rd., Holly Springs, MS, 
38635) | Speaker: Jim Henry, Staff 
Elder for Care Ministries 

Charlie has been a member of First Evan since 1948 when Dr. Soltau 
was senior pastor. He joined the church because that was where his 
Young Life leader attended. In 1953, he married Jean and two months 
later was drafted in the Army to Okinawa, Japan. In 1958, he gradu-
ated from Memphis State with a degree in Business and Accounting. 
Charlie worked for Kemmons Wilson, the Holiday Inn, retired in 2001, 
golfed a bit, and then devoted his time fully to volunteer work. Cur-
rently, he sets up for Midweek Fellowship Meals every Wednesday night. 
 
How did you get involved volunteering at First Evan? Around 2007, 
there was a need for a substitute for business park luncheons, and I 
was available. I have been volunteering in some capacity ever since. 

In what other ways have you served 
the church body? In High School I 
joined the choir and have been a part 
of the worship ministry ever since, even 
serving as the Choir Shepherding Elder. 
I was on the founding board of ECS and 
have served as a Sunday School teacher, 
Deacon, Treasurer, Elder, and non-sit-
ting Elder at First Evan.

Why did you want to be a part of 
the Midweek Meal team? I like to 
work and enjoy being around people.

Tell us about your volunteer expe-
rience? Wonderful! Fulfilling! When I see people come in for dinner, 
I’m so glad I can do this. I’ll do this as long as I can.

We are so thankful for Charlie and his passion to use his gifts for 
the Lord!

ACT II is a group for widows that typi-
cally meets the first Monday of each 
month in the Chapel at 10:00 a.m. (next 
meeting is November 1) for prayer and 
fellowship, unless we have an outing. 
Contact Cathy Graham at 901-299-1426.
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FEC KIDS

N E W  O N  S TA F F

T h a n k  Yo u ,  E m i l e e !

Kate Taylor
Preschool Coordinator
Kate and her husband, Phil, and kids 
Samuel (10), Paul (8), Lilly (7), and Meg 
(5) have attended First Evan for three 
years. She has served as a volunteer in 
our Preschool ministry and has a pas-
sion for helping little ones learn about 
the Lord.

Charity Gurley
Childcare Coordinator
Charity comes to us from our former 
First Evan MDO program. She will co-
ordinate childcare services for Tuesday 
morning Heart to Heart, Midweek ac-
tivities, and other special events.

Emilee Ferwerda has faithfully served in various 
roles within the Children's ministry since 2019. She 
started out as a teacher in our former MDO program, 
then stepped into the position of Childcare Coordi-
nator right before the pandemic, and has most re-
cently been serving as Preschool Coordinator. Please 
join us in thanking Emilee and wishing her well as 
she transitions into a time of supporting her hus-
band Jake in Student Ministries and their family at 
home. We are excited for Emilee and her family!

C h i l d  D e d i c a t i o n

O

C

T

O

B

E

R

F

U

N

F

E

S

T

O

C

T

O

B

E

R

F

U

N

F

E

S

T

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24

4-6 PM, EAST LAWN

FIRST EVAN

WWW.FIRSTEVAN.ORG/OCTFUNFEST

KIDS CARNIVAL & PICNIC

HOGFATHER BBQ •  CORN ON THE COB •  ARKANSAS STONES

CARNIVAL GAMES •  L IVE MUSIC •  BOUNCE HOUSES

PETTING  ZOO •  FACE PAINTING •  HAY RIDES •  CANDY

 

FREE EVENT •  INVITE YOUR FRIENDS ,  FAMILY ,  & NEIGHBORS!

O c t o b e r  Fu n  Fe s t
Sunday, October 24 
4:00–6:00 p.m., East Lawn
We are combining our Kids Carni-
val and Church-wide Picnic to bring a 
night of carnival games, hayrides, tasty 
foods, great music, and more! This free 
event is a wonderful opportunity to  
invite friends, family, and neighbors 
and build authentic relationships. 

Please contact Jeffery at 
jjohnson@firstevan.org or call 

901-683-7700.

E ve n t  Vo l u n t e e r 
Po s i t i o n s 

• Set-up/Break-down Crew 
• Food Servers/Preppers

• Inflatable Workers
• Games • Runners

RECREATION & FELLOWSHIP

This semester's class was a success! 
Be on the lookout for sign-ups for our 
Spring (March 29–May 3) 2022 class.

Canvas Art Class 

On September 19, we dedicated Henry 
“Hank” Carson Cunningham. Parents: 
Chad and Kelley Cunningham.

Our next Child Dedication will be held 
Sunday, November 28 at 10:45 a.m. 
Please sign up by Sunday, November 14 
at www.firstevan.org/childdedication.

FEC Kids Midweek 
Wednesdays, 6:15–8:00 p.m.
Interested in joining us? It is not too 
late to sign up: www.firstevan.org/
feckids-midweek.

https://www.firstevan.org/octfunfest
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WOMEN

G i r l s '  G e t aw ay  2 0 2 1  " S t e a d f a s t  i n  a n  I m p e r f e c t  Wo r l d "

M e n t o r i n g  M o m s

What a great weekend for 50+ women to GETAWAY at the Marriot Shoals Hotel and Spa in Florence, Alabama. There was 
laughter, tears, fun, fellowship, great worship, and teaching that challenged us to stand steadfast in an imperfect world. Our 
speaker, Jill Savage, encouraged us to let go of our perfect standards: there are no perfect marriages, no perfect families, no 
perfect kids, no perfect moms. Her transparency about her own life encouraged us to be real with one another. Her messages 
greatly impacted our lives. 

We would like to thank our 
panelists for sharing some 
wisdom and their hearts with 
younger mothers. For the next 
event, visit www.firstevan.org/ 
mentoring-moms.

W o m e n' s  M i n i s t r y 
C h r i s t m a s  D i n n e r 
SAVE THE DATE: 
Thursday, December 9 
6:00 p.m., Memphis Hilton 
Ticket Sales Begin:  
Sunday, November 14 
8:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall | Cost: $15
We are excited to bring in local 
singer/songwriter, McKenna Bray 
(daughter-in-law of Lynn and Taw-
ni Ballinger) for a night of Christ-
mas celebration.

https://www.firstevan.org/mentoring-moms
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STUDENTS

YOUNG ADULTS

Approaching the Bible 
Wednesdays, 6:30–8:00 p.m., E134
Join us as we discuss and apply ways to 
study the Bible! We would love to hear 
what ways help you! We will also eat 
dinner every Wednesday in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 5:00 p.m. Contact Kassie 
Sanborn with questions at ksanborn@
firstevan.org.

Impact and Common Ground will meet 
once a month all together to pray, 
worship, and read scripture together. 
We will be kicking off our new series 
in Galatians, Only by Faith.

Worship Together Weekend 
Sunday, October 3 
9:30 a.m., Impact Room (E226)

We'll have lots of lakeside camping 
fun while also diving into some of the 
incredible promises of God! Register 
at www.firstevan.org/impact.

Impact Fall  Fest 
SAVE THE DATE: 
Leave at 5:00 p.m. Friday, November 5– 
Return at 9:30 p.m. Saturday, November 
6 | Pickwick Lake on the Templeton's 
Property | Cost: $55

We had so much fun hanging out on the beach, and we missed all of those who 
weren't able to come. Spencer shared about the unchanging God in the Old Testa-
ment and the New Testament. We played mini golf, crab hunted, jumped some waves, 
and spent some quality time with one another.

Common Ground Beach Retreat

M e n' s  F i s h  Fr y 
 

MEN

Over 300 men joined us to enjoy a fish 
dinner and hear Jimmy Sexton share 
his journey from a football manager 
at UT to being one of the country’s 
foremost sports agents. More impor-
tantly, he shared how Jesus Christ be-
ing his Lord and Savior, has shaped 
and directed that journey.

mailto:ksanborn%40firstevan.org?subject=
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GLOBAL MISSIONS

In the early 1980's, First Evan appointed a team of people to rethink global mis-
sions prayerfully. Because of their work, strategic priorities were set to grow and 
expand our missions’ impact around the world. The first priority, they determined, 
was to train and equip nationals to evangelize their own people and see churches 
planted and multiply. The following paragraph from the Global Missions Policy 
explains this:

Expanding Our National Partners

Recognizing that the Lord intends to reach “every tribe and tongue and peo-

ple and nation” (Rev. 5:9b) with the gospel and recognizing that nationals 

can usually reach their own people more effectively and more economically 

than our own missionaries, the Global Missions Team desires to partner 

with national workers and ministries/organizations.

The first National Partners added to our fam-
ily of missionaries were from Mexico and India 
in the early 80s. Since then, we have gradually 
added National Partners from several countries 
in our strategic priority areas. The most recent 
addition is Suumpii (married with two daugh-
ters) from Myanmar, a majority Buddhist country.

Suumpii oversees the work of church planting 
and training same culture Jesus followers to go 
into the least reached communities to see Vi-
brant Communities of Jesus Followers (VCJFs) 
established, grown, and multiplied. Suumpii 
was a pastor before joining one of our ministry partners in 
the region with the vision to equip his fellow countrymen 
and women. He has been instrumental in bringing together 
more than 25 local pastors/evangelists working in the least 
reached communities in Myanmar. Suumpii and his minis-
try partners have seen over twenty churches started since 
the beginning of 2019 and some have multiplied to the sec-
ond generation VCJFs. 

Suumpii and his wife, Luumpii, are thankful for the 
financial and prayer support to which First Evan has 
committed. Pray for their work to grow for the glory of 
the Lord in Myanmar, among their own people. 

Contact our Global Missions Team members to learn 
more about our strategic national partnerships at missions@firstevan.org.

Missions Lunch 
Sunday, October 31 
12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Join us for lunch and a ministry report 
from First Evan missionaries, Andrew 
and Lori Spurgeon.

WORSHIP

Calling all singers for the Sunday, De-
cember 12 (9:00 and 10:45 a.m.) Les-
sons and Carols services. We will have 
lunch in the Chapel at 12:15 p.m., fol-
lowed by a preview of the music in the 
Sanctuary. RSVP for lunch to Katelynn 
Bernardini at kbernardini@firstevan.
org or 901-682-8452.

If interested in baptism, please fill 
out the application form by Sunday, 
October 24: www.firstevan.org/bap-
tismapplication.

Join us for a night of thanks! Soup and 
cornbread will be served at 5:00 p.m. 
(donations accepted). A family-style 
program featuring testimonies and 
praise to God will follow at 6:00 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall.

L e s s o n s  a n d  C a r o l s 
M u s i c  P r e v i e w 
Sunday, October 10 
1:15 p.m., Sanctuary

 
Sunday, November 14 
10:45 a.m.,  Sanctuary

Wednesday, November 24 
5:00 p.m. Soup Supper, Fellowship Hall 
6:00 p.m. Program, Fellowship Hall

B a p t i s m

S AV E  T H E  DAT E : 
T h a n k s g i v i n g  E v e  S e r v i c e

Peace on Earth
B y  P r a d i p

mailto:missions%40firstevan.org?subject=
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GLOBAL MISSIONS (CONTINUED) MEMPHIS  
MINISTRIES

As some of you know, this past Spring, an opportunity arose for me to work at my 
alma mater for a ministry that helped shape my faith in Jesus. The call that we 
answered in Chattanooga was with a campus ministry called The House. It began 
locally at UTC in 1994 and has faithfully been serving that campus since. It’s the 
ministry that I was a part of as a student, and it was through this ministry that  
Jesus most clearly made himself known to me. I now have the opportunity to do the 
same for students at UTC.

One aspect of The House ministry that I oversee is called Core Groups. These are 
groups of 4–6 same age and same sex students, who commit to seeking Christ to-
gether for two hours a week, every week of the school year. They are led by a net-
work of local Christians from multiple partner churches around the city of Chat-
tanooga. My role is to serve these students in various capacities, not unlike what 
I did at First Evan. However, I also have the opportunity to equip and serve each 
of the leaders of these groups. This will include partnering with those churches 
throughout the city to make sure that the leaders understand what discipleship is 
and how to navigate the complexities of college life alongside their core groups.

Core Groups are built on three foundational pillars: scripture, prayer, and fellow-
ship. These ingredients help set the stage for transformation in the lives of every 
Christian, but there is something special about a group of peers who are committed 
to you and your walk that makes this spiritual growth tangible. God is meeting stu-
dents in each of these groups as they explore the depth of His love, and I’m excited 
to have a front row seat to observe what God will do. 

Josh Hudson was the Director of College 
Ministry at First Evan for five years until 
the late summer. Then, he and Hannah, 
with their sons Julian and Lucas, moved 
to Chattanooga, TN. Josh is responsible 
for raising a very significant part of his 
salary through donations to The House, 
which is a registered non-profit minis-
try. Because of Josh’s long history with 
First Evan and his dedication to disciple-
ship of young people, First Evan wishes to  
continue to partner with Josh as a “Friend 
of First Evan.” Donors have access to the 
Pass-through account and are encour-
aged to give to him financially through 
First Evan. Josh’s name shows up in the 
drop-down box of the Giving Page on the 
First Evan website or one can designate to 
Josh by check or cash. To give to Josh and 
his ministry, simply visit www.firstevan.
org/online-giving and find his name. 

B y  J o s h  H u d s o n
FCA and World Relief Memphis will 
be hosting the Memphis Cup of Na-
tions soccer tournament. Nations 
come together every four years to 
compete in the World Cup of Soc-
cer, but the Memphis Cup of Nations 
is played each year, and the teams 
and players competing will repre-
sent their nation of origin. Memphis 
Cup of Nations utilizes the universal 
passion for soccer to connect the na-
tions, build community, and share 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. First Evan 
will be participating in two ways. 
First, we will be a country champion 
for the Sudanese team, a country that 
our church has partnered with locally 
and globally for many years. Second, 
we need volunteers who would be 
willing to volunteer on an evange-
lism team, which will be present at 
each field to engage those attend-
ing in gospel conversations. If you’re 
willing to cheer, watch, or volun-
teer, please contact Andrew Beach at 
abeach@firstevan.org.

M e m p h i s  C u p  o f  N a t i o n s 
Saturday, October 23 
8:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. 
Bellevue Baptist Church

https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/Give/online-giving
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAYSUNDAY THURSDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY

OCTOBER 2021

Young Adults Camping Trip>>
Tishomingo, MS

ACT II Widows                                   
Fellowship Luncheon 
11:00 a.m., Brenda Ozier's 
Home, Holly Springs, MS

Men's Bible Study 
6:30–8:00 p.m., E143

Men's Bible Study 
6:30–8:00 p.m., E143

Men's Bible Study 
6:30–8:00 p.m., E143

Discover First Evan 
4:00–6:00 p.m., Chapel

Men's Bible Study 
6:30–8:00 p.m., E143

Men's Bible Study 
6:30–7:30 a.m., Zoom

Men's Bible Study 
6:30–7:30 a.m., Zoom

Memphis Cup 
of Nations 
8:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m.               
Bellevue Baptist Church

Men's Bible Study 
6:30–7:30 a.m., Zoom

Men's Bible Study 
6:30–7:30 a.m., Zoom

Deacon/Elder Mtg.

Communion

Child Dedication

Baptism

Midweek Activities 
6:15–8:00 p.m.

New Member Lunch 
12:00–1:30 p.m., E234
L&C Lunch 
12:15 p.m., Chapel
Lessons and Carols 
Music Preview 
1:15 p.m., Sanctuary

Midweek Activities 
6:15–8:00 p.m.

Midweek Activities 
6:15–8:00 p.m.

Midweek Activities 
6:15–8:00 p.m.

Heart to Heart 
9:30–11:30 a.m., F-Hall

Heart to Heart 
9:30–11:30 a.m., F-Hall

Heart to Heart 
9:30–11:30 a.m., F-Hall

Heart to Heart 
with Luncheon 
9:30–12:30 p.m., F-Hall

Alpha Course 
6:00–8:00 p.m., E206

Alpha Course 
6:00–8:00 p.m., E206

Alpha Course 
6:00–8:00 p.m., E206

Alpha Course 
6:00–8:00 p.m., E206

1 9 2 12 0

Midweek 
Fellowship Meal 
5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Midweek 
Fellowship Meal 
5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Midweek 
Fellowship Meal 
5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Midweek 
Fellowship Meal 
5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

October Fun Fest 
4:00–6:00 p.m., East Lawn

Missions Lunch 
12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

>>>

Student Ministries 
Worship Together 
Weekend 
9:30 a.m., E226


