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this world. We need friends who stick 
close. But when it doesn’t go according 
to my script—which was for my daugh-
ter to make friends in the lunchroom 
as instantly as the mashed potatoes 
are made there—do I still trust the 
playwright? 

My daughter loves story. She wants to 
be a film director someday, or a novel-
ist. If the Lord grants those desires of 
her heart, I think she’ll be one of the 
right people to tell the kinds of stories 
only a few should ever attempt to tell— 
human stories that require the teller’s 
own  familiarity with struggle and 
suffering. Those are the stories 
that enter the public trust and become 
appreciated by millions, stories 
about friendship proven, fears faced, 
dragons slayed.

I’m praying for her now with words 
taken from Tolkien, how he described 
the growth and development of his 
hobbit Samwise Gamgee, who in the 
worst of his experiences “felt through 
all his limbs a thrill, as if he was 
turning into some creature of stone and 
steel that neither despair nor weariness 
nor endless barren miles could subdue.”

And Sam was, I recall, a great lover 
of lunchtime.

PASTOR’S PENSÉES

When my kids were 
elementary school 
students, I sometimes 
lunched with them. 
Gawking children  
would say to my son 
or daughter, Your dad 

is tall! I heard that as often as I saw kids 
wasting whole trays of food. 

I have two dependents still at home, my 
youngest daughter (high school) and 
youngest son (middle school). They’re 
now at the age where Dad’s appearance 
in the lunchroom would tend to embar-
rass, even if I went bearing Chick-fil-A, 
so I don’t tread into their domain.

My daughter has a spectrum disor-
der. She’s high functioning in it, but 
it means she has to work at social  
interaction. For her, a hidden turbine 
of learned effort powers breezy  
conversation. I’m sociable enough to  
fake interest in others, but there is no 
guile in her. She has applied herself to  
learning how to ask questions and show 
interest in pursuit of friendships.

There is probably no greater testing 
ground to measure one’s progress than 
a new school. Last year, my daughter  
began telling us she wanted to attend 
our large public high school. She was 
at a small school specializing in her  
learning needs, but said she wanted to 
be at a normal (her word) school.

I prayed, many times over, as her first 
day at the new school approached. The 
school’s mascot is a dragon, and in my 
imagination the lunchroom is its lair. 
Walking by the lunchroom on the day we 
went to campus to finalize her schedule, 
I breathed my prayer again: Lord, let her 
feel normal here. I pray for kids to make 
room for her. Give her great friends to sit 
with Day One. Any parent wants that for 
their child at a new school, but I know 
the work my girl has put in to “shew  
thyself friendly,” in the King James 

Lunchroom Land
by Cole Huffman

timbre of Proverbs 18:24, 
and I wanted the Lord to  
reward it straightaway.

Day One: No one sat with her 
at lunch. She recognized the 
kids who give tours of the 
school and sat down with 
them. Being school reps, they 
were nice to her. 

Day Two: She sat alone, down 
a few seats from a boy who 
sat alone. She engaged him 
in conversation: What did 
he think of Stranger Things,  
Season 3?

Day Three: She didn’t see the boy from 
the day before and sat alone, again. 

She doesn’t feel sorry for herself, so 
don’t you either. Sitting alone in the 
lunchroom when I was her age would 
have made me extremely self-conscious, 
but she is neither anxious about this 
nor troubled. I’m the one who unleashes 
the self-pity: Lord, what a simple thing I 
asked of you! Do you not see!? 

I know God uses pain and struggles of all 
kinds in more ways than I immediately 
appreciate. And on the scale of pains 
and struggles, the pecking order in 
lunchroom land is a minor thing. We’ve 
known far worse trials in our family. 
But still, it hurts me knowing my girl is 
gamely trying and, it seems, finding the 
game rigged against her. They’re all on 
their phones, she reported. 

The Lord does see. Nobody loves us like 
He does. Although I want God to drop 
everything in her lap, the Lord can 
use as is experiences like high school 
lunchtime to produce the kind of poise 
and resiliency I’m seeing form in my 
daughter. But why, this far into my faith, 
do I still want fruits in season without 
any ground being broken?

There is a second part to Proverbs 18:24, 
about a friend who sticks closer than a 
brother. Jesus is ultimately that friend, 
but He knows we still need friends in 
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Welcome, New Member!

KIDS

Child Dedication

MDO Teacher and Sub Positions
Available     Mondays and Thursdays

Paid Childcare Workers Needed

Sunday, September 22

September 11–November 20  
Tuesdays, 9:00–11:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays, 6:00–8:00 p.m. 

Please register by Sunday, September 8 at 
www.firstevan.org/childdedication.

A new season of activities is beginning 
and we are in need of women who are 
willing to help serve the young families of 
First Evan.  If you or someone you know 
is interested, please contact Emilee  
Ferwerda at eferwerda@firstevan.org. 

Church Picnic with Baptism 
Sunday, September 29—Rain or Shine! 
12:00–2:00 p.m., East Lawn

Blood Drive 
Wednesday, October 2 
4:30–7:30 p.m.; Meet in Fellowship Foyer.

Eternal Joy | Saturating Life &

Friday, November 8 
8:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m., First Evan

Dress casually and join us for food,  
fellowship,  and fun! We will have corn on 
the cob, The Hogfather BBQ, ice cream, 
inflatables, and more! During the  
picnic we will have a time of baptism in 
an outdoor pool. Register for baptism 
at www.firstevan.org/baptism.

Saturday, September 7 
11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Monday, September 16 
1:00 p.m., Chapel

LLL Movie Day

ADULTS

CARE

He Cares  (Ministry to the homebound)

ACT II Widows Fellowship

GriefShare Seminars

Thursday, September 26 
10:00 a.m., Gym Lobby

Monday, September 9 
10:00 a.m., Chapel 
Speaker: Seth Stevens

"Loss of a Spouse" and
 

"Surviving the Holidays" 
Thursday, September 19 and  
Thursday, October 24 
6:30–8:30 p.m., D113/115 and D116

Join us for popcorn, 
drinks, and a show-
ing of Dr. David  
Livingstone: Missionary 
Explorer to Africa.

Come hear Janie Walker of Child  
Evangelism Fellowship Memphis as she 
shares the joy and inspiration of the old, 
old story that we have loved so long. 
RSVP to Susanna Winter at dswinter@ 
bellsouth.net by Tuesday, September 3.

Contact Rhonda Finfrock at 683-0757 or 
rhondafinfrock@comcast.net.

Senior Luncheon
"I Love to Tell the Story" 

Contact Cathy Graham at 685-1028.

A class for anyone interested in learn-
ing more about First Evan or desiring 
membership. Attending both parts is 
required for membership. Please reg-
ister at www.firstevan.org/dfe by 
Sunday, October 6. Questions can 
be directed to Jacki Stieferman 
at jstieferman@firstevan.org.

Join us for a one-day conference for 
church leaders and lay people focused on 
saturating our lives, churches, and 
the nations with the glory of Jesus. 
This special event is hosted by  
Bethlehem Seminary, which has a campus 
in Memphis. Details and tickets: www.
firstevan.org/eternal-joy.

Discover First Evan
Sunday, October 20 (Part 1) and  
Sunday, October 27 (Part 2) 
9:30–10:30 a.m., E236

WORSHIP

Baptisms

K–12 Music Training

Sunday, September 29 
During the Church Picnic 
Register by Sunday, September 15 
 
Sunday, October 20 
10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 
Register by Monday, September 30

Experience working with children pre-
ferred. Email mdo@firstevan.org for  
application and to schedule an interview.

Our community blood supply remains 
critical. Walk-ins welcome. For details, 
contact Sam Hezlep at 486-6237.

Details and registration available at 
www.firstevan.org/griefshare.

Ministry in the Glory of Jesus 

 
   PLENARY SESSION 
with John Piper 
preaching  
7:00–9:00 p.m.  
Sanctuary  
(FREE; Limited Seating– 
MUST REGISTER)

Please join us for one or both of these 
encouraging seminars:

CONFERENCE 8:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m. 
(Cost: $35+fees)

The Shepherd’s Horn is a music program 
for homeschoolers in the metro area. 
Each Friday at First Evan there are 
classes in Christian music education 
offering choir, band, and music theory. 
For more information, visit www.
theshepherdshorn.org.

www.firstevan.org/baptism



handbook time (Scrip-
ture memorization 
and recitation), coun-
cil time (songs, Bible 
stories), and game 
time. Details and 

FEC Kids

September 11–November 20
5:45–6:30 p.m., E143
Director: Rachael Boer

Children’s Choir  (1st–5th grade)  

Help your child devel-
op musical skills and 
worship God with 

Build a firm foundation on God’s Word in 
your children’s lives through our Awana 
program. Children will participate in 

Awana  (Age 3*–5th grade)
*by March 11; must be potty-trained

September 11–November 20 
6:30–8:00 p.m. | Cost: $35 per child/year 
(additional fees for shirts, vests, and 
extra books)

Ages 3–5, C-Wing K–2nd grade, Gym 3rd–5th grade, Gym

others! This choir will sing in the Sunday 
service occasionally. Rehearsal is at 5:45 
so that kids can eat dinner, come to choir, 
and then join Awana/CRASH! Details
and registration: www.firstevan.org/
childrens-choir.

CRASH! Trash Can Band (3rd–5th grade)
September 11–November 20
6:30–8:00 p.m., A111
Cost: $40 per child/year
Director: Doris Shifflette

This unique percussion ensemble will 
learn and perform God's Word in engaging 
rhythms by playing on trash cans and 
various "crashing" items. The repertoire 
will model the Orff Schulwerk method of 
utilizing creative rondos to form 
organized rhythmical compositions. The 
curriculum will focus strictly on God's 
Word. Details and registration: 
www.firstevan.org/crash. 

FEC Kids

registration: www.firstevan.org/awana.

If you are attending or volunteering 
and need childcare, please register 
your child(ren) ages 3.5 and under:  

www.firstevan.org/midweek-childcare

MIDWEEK
Fall 2019

September 11–November 2 0

Wednesday Night Dinner
and Activities for All Ages

www.firstevan.org/midweek

Don’t limit your connection with 
First Evan to Sunday only! Join us for  
Midweek  to enrich your spiritual walk 
and deepen your relationships with 
others in our fellowship.

There is something for everyone 
on Wednesday nights, starting with 
dinner at 5:00 p.m., where you 
can choose from a hot meal or a  
lighter soup and salad, followed by 
activities for all ages.

Student Ministries

Open to all students who wish to grow their 
musical talent for worship leadership. 
Details and registration: www.firstevan.
org/student-music.

August 14–December 4
5:45–6:30 p.m., A220/221
Directors: Katelynn Bernardini
and Caleb Park

Student Band and Ensemble (6th–12th grade)   

We have chosen the theme “Eyes, Hands, 
Feet” for the upcoming school year and will 
be looking into how Jesus saw us, served us, 
and pursued us. At Midweek, students will 
meet together and have the opportunity to 
grow in their relationship with Jesus, their 
friends, and their adult small group leaders. 
Each week,  we meet to connect with one 
another through food, worship, teaching, 
and small group time. For more informa-
tion, email students@firstevan.org.

August 14–December 4, 6:30–8:00 p.m.
E226, Directors: Jake Ferwerda/Eli Berry

6th–8th grade

Impact and  Common Ground

9th–12th grade

Visitors and guests are always welcome
and reservations are not necessary.

The weekly menu can be found at: 
www.firstevan.org/midweek-menu

$6/adult  |  $3/child  |  $30 max for families
($7/take-home meal)

A prayer guide is provided each week to 
assist in praying for our church, ministries, 
sick, bereaved, country, missionaries, and 
military. For more information, contact 
Chuck Downs at cadowns@bellsouth.net.

Worship Choir (Ongoing)
6:15–8:00 p.m., Sanctuary | Director: Ken Boer

Prayer Meeting (Ongoing)
6:15–8:00 p.m., D114 | Leader: Chuck Downs

Come be a part of this intergenerational 
group that loves to lift praises to the Lord in 
song and to support the congregation in its 
worship. We will also prepare for our annual 
Lessons and Carols service with full symphony 
orchestra. For more information, contact 
Jan Spurlin at jspurlin@firstevan.org.

September 11–November 13
6:30–8:00 p.m., Chapel | Cost: $7
Also Offered Tuesday Mornings:
9:30–11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Take a deeper look at understanding and 
applying grace in our lives through lectures, 
group discussion, and prayer. Details and 
registration: www.firstevan.org/mens-group.

August 14–December 4
5:45–6:30 p.m., A220/221
Directors: Katelynn Bernardini
and Caleb Park

Men’s Group: 
“All of Grace” Book Study
written by Charles H. Spurgeon
September 11–November 20
6:30–8:00  p.m., A202
Leader: Seth Stevens | Cost: $15

If you are dissatisfied in your 
prayer life, wanting to be more 

Heart to Heart Women’s Bible Study
“On Bended Knee: Praying Like Prophets,
Warriors and Kings” written by Crickett Keeth

consistent in prayer, or looking to deepen 
your intimacy with God, then this study was 
written for you. It examines the prayers of 
eight biblical characters and teaches you 
how to pray like the prayer warriors who 
went before you. Details and registration: 
www.firstevan.org/h2h. 

We will learn to have gospel conversations 
with strangers, acquaintances, friends, and 
people closest to us. We will learn together, 
pray together, and strive together for the 
sake of the gospel. Details and registra-
tion:www.firstevan.org/equipping.

Equipping Elective: “Gospel Conversations”

September 11–October 23
6:30–8:00 p.m., A211
Leader: Andrew Beach

Adults

A 9-week video curriculum, 
taught by financial expert 

Financial Peace University
September 11–November 13 
6:30–8:00 p.m., A210
Leader: Don Warren

Dave Ramsey. FPU combines humor, infor-
mative financial advice, and Biblical 
messages. Details and registration: 
www.firstevan.org/fpu. 

Midweek Fellowship Meal
Dinner Starts at 5:00 p.m.

in the Fellowship Hall
$6/adult | $3/child |$30 max for families

($7/take-home meal)
www.firstevan.org/midweek-menu



WOMENMEN

Tuesday, September 24
7:00 p.m., Sarah Scott's Home 
4809 Normandy Ln., Memphis 
Topic: "How to Teach Healthy 
Sexuality to Your Kids"
All young moms and moms-
to-be are invited to hear 
from special guest speaker, 
Katherine Blackney, licensed 
professional counselor and 
psychologist.

Mentoring Moms

STUDENTS

Thursday, September 26 
5:30–8:00 p.m., Advance Memphis 
Warehouse (575 Suzette St., 38126) 
FREE Event | Art donations needed!

Friday–Sunday, September 20–22 
Riverside Resort, Mammoth Spring, AR 
Register by September 14; Cost: $85.

Advance Memphis 20th Year

This amazing retreat for high schoolers 
has been going on for 23 years. Every year 
it proves to be a blast with camping and 
canoeing. Students leave on Friday and 
return Sunday afternoon. Register today 
at www.firstevan.org/rtr.

We are a Christ-centered, father-led 
ministry helping boys grow into authentic 
godly men. We strongly encourage dads to 
be involved by serving and helping lead. 
For more information, contact Richard 
Marsh at 482-4429.

Art for Jobs is an annual art sale which 
supports employment and finan-
cial stability for our neighbors in the 
South Memphis community. If you 
are interested in donating art or 
would like more information, visit  
www.advancememphis.org.

Common Ground Run the River
Mondays, September 9–December 2 
6:30–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Leader: Buddy Jones

"The Book of Hebrews" Bible Study

The book of Hebrews called the believers 
in Rome to remain faithful to Christ by 
exalting Him above all other religious 
persons and activities. Their lives as 
Christians were hard, and they needed 
encouragement to "run their race with 
endurance by fixing their eyes on Jesus, 
the Author and Perfecter of their faith."  
Contact Buddy Jones at buddyjones0@
gmail.com. Register at www.firstevan.
org/mens-bible-studies.  

RECREATION

MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

GLOBAL MISSIONS

Tuesdays, 6:45–8:15 p.m. 
Impact Room (E226)

Boy Scout Troop 276 (Ages 11+)

Men's Fish Fry
Tuesday, October 22 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Cost: $7/person or $50/table
Join us for an evening of fish, food, and 
fellowship with guest speaker AC Curtis, 
Director of Express Missions International 
(EMI). EMI's purpose is to bring  
humanitarian relief and the gospel to 
those most desperate in the most effec-
tive, efficient, and expedient way. The  
organization does this through  
human trafficking rescue, humanitarian 
aid, church planting, and evangelistic 
outreach. For tickets, contact Shawn 
Wilkins at 831-5824, Jack Pepper at 
833-0721, or email men@firstevan.org. 
Visit www.firstevan.org/mens-fish-fry.

MEN’S
FISH FRY

Breathing Workshop 
Wednesday, September 4 
12:00 p.m. Workshop, Multi-Purpose Room 
12:45 p.m. Lunch, E111 | Cost: $5 
Register by Tuesday, September 3

Tippett Basketball Clinic 
Saturday, October 19 
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Gym 
Ages: 1st–8th grade | Cost: $10. Register 
by  Sunday, September 29 for a t-shirt

Ron Man, our Missionary in Residence, 
had two overseas teaching trips 
this summer. First, he taught a two-
week course on worship  to students 
from Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt, Sudan, 
and Eritrea at Jordan Evangelical 
Theological Seminary ( jets.edu), a  
ministry partner of First Evan. 

Two weeks later he traveled to Mexico 
with Hickman Ewing to teach on  
worship for the biennial pastors'  
conference of Tlapaneco Indian 
Ministries. This was Ron's first time 
there (and Hickman's 30th!), and it was 
a very special blessing to be with these 
dear believers that First Evan has been 
involved with for over 80 years.

Man on a Mission

Celebration and 9th Annual Art for Jobs

Learn basketball skills, drills, and sports-
manship from TSSAA Hall of Fame Coach 
Terry Tippett. Coach Tippett has 48 years 
of experience, 902 wins, and is the only 
coach in Tennessee history to win titles 
with three different teams. Register at 
www.firstevan.org/basketball-clinic.

Taylor Somerville, founder of Symmetry, 
will teach us breathing techniques 
that help with stress and overall well-
being. Wear comfortable clothes. Lunch 
from Lisa’s Lunchbox will be provided 
afterwards. Register at www.firstevan.
org/breathing-workshop.



Do you want to come home tired, but  
willing to go back tomorrow? Try to be a 
blessing, but be blessed yourself? Please 
consider joining the next Ukraine Mis-
sion team. We went to the Christian 
English Camp at Kompas Park to build  
relationships to be followed up by the 
local team. 

I grew up in church, but did not come to know Christ until age 24. I 
heard a sermon about the woman at the well, and realized that if Jesus 
could use her life, He could surely do something with mine, mistakes 
and all. I became a member of Central Church, where I discipled teen-
age girls for about 13 years. In 2009, I moved to First Evan and worked 
with student ministries and led a discipleship group for high school 
girls. That group led me to discipling a pregnant teen mom from Bing-
hampton. After bringing her to our group for almost a year, the Lord 
led me to go to her instead. I moved to Binghampton for ministry 
purposes and started attending Binghampton Community Church. I 
continued relationships with older men and women at First Evan, primarily through the Cross  
Generations Sunday School Class, and many of them volunteered at our events in Binghampton.  
I lived and served there for almost five years, discipling pre-teen and teenage girls and ministering 
to neighborhood children and families in my home. These were some of the sweetest years of my life. 

I have served as a Speech-Language Pathologist, specializing in feeding disorders, at LeBonheur 
Children’s Hospital for over twenty years. In 2018, I moved to Jinja, Uganda where I work primarily 
with Good Shepherd’s Fold Children’s Home, serving children with special needs. I provide assess-
ments and interventions for feeding, speech/language development, and basic hearing screenings to children in residence and 
in the community. We are currently in the  process of hiring a Ugandan Speech Therapist for GSF so that I can work with other 
lesser-known ministries in the area. I am also developing partnerships with CoRSU Rehabilitation Hospital in Kisube, Uganda 
and Makerere University Speech Therapy Program in Kampala, Uganda, and have started doing consultations for children of 
missionaries in the area. I am building relationships with many of the Ugandan staff, which I hope will lead to evangelism, 
mentoring, and discipleship. The Lord has already given me many young women who are hungry for His Word, and many 
Ugandan believers who provide fellowship and accountability. God is working…and I am so thankful to be a part of it.

My Heart is in Ukraine  By Tim Taylor

Introducing Dana Phillips, First Evan’s Newest Missionary

Lena, second to Tim’s left. Anastasiia, 
front right, with heart on her shirt.

Front: Christie Taylor, Rachel Wilkes, Shea Ward,  
Anya (National). Back: Tim Taylor, Robert Goff,  
Caleb and Kassie Sanborn, Micah Zywicki.

Pictured left: Campers and Staff at  
Kompas Park.

I was assigned to a group of 
girls whose average age was 
11!  What? How? 

“Me, dance? I can't…” But all 
it took was for little Anasta-
siia to giggle, and it was on!

We showed the kids kind-
ness, respect, and patience 
when they became self-
conscious while struggling 
to find the right words. We 
encouraged them to take 
their time, and their ten-
sion disappeared. 

I began holding back tears the day  
before we left camp. They are in my heart. 
Only after I began to pray for their future  
husbands could I fall asleep.

Before we left, Christie asked adult  
volunteer Lena to pray for us in 
Ukrainian. A half hour later I felt swept 
up to the Throne of Grace, so personal, so  
passionate, were her prayers. Christie was 
on her knees crying.

Lena was but one example of the quality 
of workers there, dedicated to His Service. 

Please pray; please go.
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 
His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel

   

 2 Church Closed for Labor Day 
 4  Breathing Workshop  12:00 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room 

 7  "I Love to Tell the Story" Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall  
 8 Communion 
 9 ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m., Chapel | Precept Bible Study Begins  6:00 p.m., A124 
  Men's Monday Night Bible Study Begins  6:30–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 10/11 Heart to Heart Women's Bible Study Begins Tuesdays 9:30 a.m. | Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. 

 11 Midweek Begins  Wednesdays 

 15 World Prayer Focus  5:30 p.m., Chapel 

 16 LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 

 19 GriefShare Seminars  6:30–8:30 p.m., D113/115 and D116 

 20–22 Common Ground Run the River  Mammoth Spring, AR 

 22 Child Dedication 
 24  Mentoring Moms  7:00 p.m., Sarah Scott's Home (4809 Normandy Ln., Memphis) 

 26 He Cares  10:00 a.m., Gym Lobby 

 29 Church Picnic with Outdoor Baptism  12:00 p.m., East Lawn

   

 2 Blood Drive  4:30–7:30 p.m.; Meet in Fellowship Foyer 

 4–6  Girls' Getaway  Marriott Shoals Hotel and Spa, Florence, AL 

 6  Communion 
 7 ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m., Chapel 

 16 Fall Break  No Heart to Heart; No Midweek Fellowship Meal or activities  
 19 Tippett Basketball Clinic 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Gym 
  Impact Fall Fest  10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m., The Grove 

 20 Baptism | Discover First Evan (Part 1)  9:30–10:30 a.m., E236 | Operation Christmas Child Kickoff 

 21 LLL Movie Day 1:00 p.m., Chapel | Elder/Deacon Meeting 

 22 Men's Fish Fry  6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 24 GriefShare Seminars  6:30–8:30 p.m., D113/115 and D116 

 27 Discover First Evan (Part 2)  9:30–10:30 a.m., E236 

  Community Reformation Service  6:00 p.m., Second Presbyterian Church  
 28 Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel 
 30 Kids Karnival  6:00 p.m., Gym 

 31 He Cares  10:00 a.m., Gym Lobby

 September

 October


