
AUGUST 2021 - MMX XI ISSUE VIII   735 RIDGE L AKE BOULEVARD | MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38120

FOCUS
This Shepherd's Staff has looked at 
several themes the past four months: 

   •  The Path Ahead – April 2021 
   •  The Steady Path – May 2021 
   •  Inspecting the Path – June 2021 
   •  The Focused Path – July 2021

And for this article we look at  
Reinforcing the Path. 

With the path we are on, I am pick-
ing up with Nehemiah once again (see 
the June 2021 Focus when we first 
looked at him). When we last saw him,  
Nehemiah was inspecting the walls of 
Jerusalem to determine what was need-
ed to restore the great city and its peo-
ple. As a reminder, when the people of 
Jerusalem were exiled, the city was left 
in shambles and decaying, gates and 
walls broken, and the people troubled 
and scattered. In his plan, Nehemiah set 
out to restore the city and the people, 
and it was no easy task. 

Now recall that Nehemiah was cup-
bearer to king Artaxerxes, but  
Nehemiah worshiped and prayed to 
the King our God for guidance and  
direction. When we see Nehemiah pray, 
we also see him step out in faith on 
those prayers and plans.

His plan for Jerusalem included the 
required materials and people to  
accomplish the work at hand. As you 
read through Nehemiah’s book you 
see his plan was prepared for chal-
lenge, interruption, and the un-
expected, but that is for another 
Shepherd's Staff.

First Evan is now going on five months 
without a Senior Pastor. During this 
time, we have seen many wonder-
ful blessings including thirteen dif-
ferent preachers in our pulpit, the 
relaxation of mask and social dis-
tancing requirements, the regath-
ering of saints, people visiting our 
church, the commissioning of Reverend  
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Andrew Beach, the calling of Jake Fer-
werda as Pastor of Student Ministry, 
faithful giving that exceeded the 
Ministry and Missions budgets, and 
many other blessings. And we are mov-
ing to a single worship service August 
8! Praise the Lord, God has been good to 
First Evan!

Moving forward there remains a need 
to build upon our historical strengths, 
while preparing for a bright future. If 
we think about it, our next Senior Pas-
tor could be leading us into our one 
hundredth anniversary in 2035 as a 
church in Memphis, fourteen years 
from now! Before we call our next  
Senior Pastor, the Session is embarking 
upon a pathway to “inspect” our walls 
and doors, ministry areas, and flock to 
build upon our history. In  doing so, we 
all will be called upon to participate in 
this inspection. 

We are moving forward with a ministry 
partner to guide us through this “in-
spection” using a series of steps that 
look back, around, inward and forward 
to inform our pathway not only to call 
our next Senior Pastor, but to lead us 
into our next century of service as a 
church body. Throughout the month 
of August we will hear more about our 
ministry partner and their steps helping 
us move down our path.

The Session is not wanting to be 
what Jeremiah called the shepherds in  
Jeremiah 10:21 (ESV), “For the shep-
herds are stupid and do not inquire of 
the Lord; therefore they have not pros-
pered, and all their flock is scattered.” I 
think that describes what happened to 
the people of Jerusalem when they were 

carried off in exile. And your Session is 
not wanting that as its moniker at First 
Evan, I assure you.

Together with you, the Session has 
committed ourselves to prayer dur-
ing this time of transition, and we en-
courage it more. As I said two months 
ago, I repeat here, “we appreciate 
and covet your continued prayers,  
insights, thoughts and questions  
during this time of transition.” 

But we also need to move in faith as Ne-
hemiah did: he prayed, he moved. 

From his plan he organized the peo-
ple remaining in and around Jerusa-
lem to work. And it included all people 
regardless of background, age, eco-
nomic standing or status, everyone had 
a role to restore Jerusalem. Please read 
chapter five of Nehemiah and notice the 
demographics, titles, and positions of 
those rebuilding the wall.

As we move into the next phase of our 
transition, we all need to continue the 
ministry work of First Evan, support-
ing our staff, and participating with 
our ministry partner as we undertake 
a church assessment. We believe this is 
an important effort to inform the steps 
to our next Senior Pastor while calling 
the flock to a place of worship and com-
munity. COVID has not been friendly 
to the flock and your Session desires to 
see the flock flourishing and First Evan 
prospering in view of Jeremiah 10. 

The Session welcomes and wants your 
input as we together hear how the Lord 
is leading us.

https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/04-2021-focus-newsletter-2021040108591334.pdf
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https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/07-2021-focus-newsletter-web.pdf
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/06-2021-focus-newsletter.pdf


LEADERSHIP & MEMBERSHIP

My wife, Dena, and I joined First 
Evan in September of 2014. 
In many ways, First Evan had 
always been a church home 
to us due to our many rela-
tionships formed with First 
Evan families through Bible 
Study Fellowship as well as our  
children attending the Ridge 
Lake campus of ECS at First Evan. 
This relationship was deepened 
as I had the chance to serve as the 
Head of ECS for 14 years and un-
derstand the significance of the  
vision and commitment of many 
of the founding families of ECS 
that were First Evan members.  

Once we came to First Evan, we 
quickly found a home in the Cross 
Generations class. Once again, 
we found a unique combination 
of longstanding friendships over 
the years as well as a number of 
“younger” ECS graduates in the 
class. We have greatly appreci-
ated the investment of Hickman 
and Mary Ewing in the lives of 
so many in the class and enjoy 
serving alongside this extremely 
involved and active class.
 
Dena has enjoyed participating 
in Women’s ministry and serving 
in the nursery. My involvement 
has been primarily in Memphis 
Ministries along with leading the 
Engaged Member Initiative and 
serving as an Elder since 2017. 

My vocational career has 
spanned a wide range from 
banking to Christian Education.  
Currently this background of 
experiences has enabled me to 
form a Christian School consult-
ing practice with Mickey Bowdon 
for the past 8 years as well as my 
own consulting work in the local  
for-profit and non-profit com-
munity in Memphis. 
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PASTOR OF
STUDENT MINISTRY

WELCOME
NEW MEMBER

On Monday night, July 12, the Ses-
sion voted unanimously to pro-
mote Jake Ferwerda to the position 
of Pastor of Student Ministry. Jake 
has worked hard, distinguished 
himself and left our leadership 
with no doubt that he can effec-
tively lead our student ministry.

Jake will assume responsibility for 
all student ministry to students 
in grades 6–12. He will continue 
having primary hands-on respon-
sibility for Middle School and we 
will continue seeking to hire a  
Sr. High Director. There are cur-
rently several potential candi-
dates in the pipeline. 

Please pray for Jake as  
he assumes these 

broadened responsibilities. 

J a ke  Fe r w e r d a

GET TO KNOW
OUR ELDERS

Abundant Life: Buzz Fly 
Cornerstone: Lyn McWhorter 
Cross Generations: Hickman Ewing 
Encouragers: Mickey Bowdon 
Eternal Perspectives: Larry Fitzgerald 
Focus: Tim Holler 
Foundations: Bob Fratesi 
Genesis: Chris Cannon 
Heritage Builders: John Touliatos 
Joint Heirs: Jim Newman 
Journeys: Joel Scoggins 
Lifebuilders: Tom Maschmeyer 
Pilgrim's Progress: Kevin Weaver 
Salt & Light: Ken Eriksen 
Sojourners: Jimmy Garrison 
Table Talk: Greg Armstrong 
The Open Door: Gene Kaercher 
Under Construction: Lynn Ballinger

Lead Shepherding Elders

C h r i s  A t k i n s o n
2355 Hollorn Lane 

Memphis, TN 38125

https://www.firstevan.org/leadership


CHURCH-WIDE

Beginning Sunday, August 8, we will 
return to the following schedule with 
FEC Kids' programming and nursery 
available both hours. Note: We will  
update and provide you with the  
Sunday School class room locations for  
August 8 at www.firstevan.org/sunday-
school. You will no longer need to register 
for FEC Kids beginning August 8.

J e r r y  K o o n t z

VOLUNTEER
SPOTLIGHT

This month, Jerry Koontz is our 
volunteer spotlight. He and his 
wife Kristie have been married for 
31 years. He has two boys, Grant 
and Trent. Recently, Jerry and his 
wife talked with FEC in a God at 
Work moment about the passing 
of their son Trent. Watch at www.
firstevan.org/GodatWork.

    

 
 
 
 
Jerry was born in Oklahoma but 
raised in Illinois. Jerry has a huge 
heart to serve. He has served 
in the production ministry for 
16 years and on and off for the 
past six years at FEC. He serves 
in many different rolls including 
broadcast audio, video director 
and any other positions asked.
 
We ask him him a couple of ques-
tions to get to know him better:
 

Don’t limit your connection with 
First Evan to Sunday only! Join us for 
Midweek to enrich your spiritual walk 
and deepen your relationships with 
others in our fellowship.

There’s something for everyone on 
Wednesday nights this fall. It starts 
with dinner at 5:00 p.m., then we have 
activities for all ages.

 Attending or volunteering 
and need childcare?  

www.firstevan.org/midweek-childcare 
(For ages 2 and under. Subject to availability.)

You can choose from a hot meal or 
a lighter soup and salad. Our Food 
Services Coordinator, John Dawson,  
always makes some pass-arounds too! 

Visitors and guests are always  
welcome and reservations are not  
necessary. Find our weekly menu: 
www.firstevan.org/midweek-menu. 

We are so thankful for Jerry and 
his passion to use his gifts for 
the Lord!

What is one thing 
most people don't know 
about you?
I'm very introverted. But God 
says that He's not going to  
accept that.

What is one thing you 
love to do?
Welding. Mostly fixing rusted 
out holes in old trucks with new 
sheet metal.

We welcome you to attend this special 
two-hour session which will help put 
you back on the path to joy and healing 
from your grief, no matter how long ago 
your loss. Workbook and video utilized. 
Men and women welcome! Register at 
www.firstevan.org/griefshare.

Are you going through a season of grief 
and not sure how to handle it? You do 
not need to grieve alone. GriefShare will 
walk you through the journey of grief 
and provide support along the way. This 
13-week series includes stand-alone 
videos, workbooks, small group discus-
sion, personal study, and reflection. 
Register at www.firstevan.org/griefshare.

G r i e f S h a r e  “ Lo s s  o f  a 
S p o u s e”  S e m i n a r 
Saturday, August 21 
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.,  Chapel 
Cost: $10 |  Facilitator: Lorinda Hill

G r i e f S h a r e  R e c ove r y  G r o u p s 
Thursdays, August 26–November 18 
6:30–8:30 p.m.,  Chapel 
Cost: $15 |  Facilitator: Lorinda Hill

M i d w e e k

Fe l l o w s h i p  M e a l s

Beginning Wednesday, September 15

September 15–November 17 
5:00–6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
$7/adult  |  $4/child 
$30 family meal   |  $8/take-home meal

PRAYER

Please join us as we pray for First 
Evan and how the Lord may lead us 
into the future.

A prayer guide is provided each week 
to assist in praying for our church, 
ministries, sick, bereaved, country, 
missionaries, and military. For more 
information, contact Chuck Downs at 
cadowns@bellsouth.net.

Join us for a time of prayer and 
breakfast. Contact Hickman Ewing at  
wewingii@comcast.net. 

F i r s t  E v a n  P raye r  Fo c u s 
S u n d ay s ,  5 : 0 0 – 5 : 3 0  p . m .  v i a  Zo o m

We d n e s d ay  N i g h t 
P raye r  M e e t i n g 
Weekly, 6:15–8:00 p.m.,  A109

M e n' s  P raye r  B r e a k f a s t 
Mondays, 6:30–8:00 a.m.,  E234

Tu e s d ay  P raye r  T i m e 
Weekly, 10:00–11:30 a.m.,  D106
Come join your hearts and voices to 
pray for all concerns. 

https://www.firstevan.org/sundays
https://www.firstevan.org/sunday-school
https://www.firstevan.org/sunday-school
https://www.firstevan.org/GodatWork
https://www.firstevan.org/GodatWork
https://www.firstevan.org/midweek-childcare
https://www.firstevan.org/midweek-menu
https://www.firstevan.org/godatwork
https://www.firstevan.org/griefshare
https://www.firstevan.org/griefshare
mailto:cadowns%40bellsouth.net?subject=
mailto:wewingii%40comcast.net?subject=


All ladies are invited to stop by the 
Chapel any time that morning to  
receive information about our upcom-
ing year in Women’s Ministry and to 
register for the Heart to Heart Bible 
Study and the Girls’ Getaway. We also 
have a special gift for each lady. You 
don’t want to miss it!!

Join us for a weekend away for fellow-
ship, teaching, and worship as we hear 
from writer and speaker Jill Savage as 
she shares how to stay Steadfast in an 
Imperfect World. Registration begins 
Sunday, August 1. For more information, 
visit www.firstevan.org/girls-getaway. 

WOMEN

Wo m e n' s  M i n i s t r y  K i c ko f f 
Sunday, August 15 
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.,  Chapel

G i r l s '  G e t aw ay 
Friday–Sunday, September 24–26 
Marriott Shoals Hotel and Spa 

H e a r t  t o  H e a r t  B i b l e  S t u d y 
“ S t a n d  F i r m :  A  S t u d y  o f  t h e  B o o k 
of James” written by Crickett Keeth 
September 14/15–November 16/17  
Tuesdays, 9:30–11:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays, 6:15–8:00 p.m. 
Cost: $10 
With all that’s go-
ing on in our world 
today, it can be chal-
lenging to stand firm 
in our faith. Join us 
for this 9-week Bible 
study as James gives 
us wisdom on how to 
stand firm when the 
storms come. 

If you are interested in baptism, 
please apply by Sunday, August 8 at 
www.firstevan.org/baptismapplication 
or contact Katelynn Bernardini at 
kbernardini@firstevan.org.

Come be a part of 
this intergenera-
tional group that 
loves to lift prais-
es to the Lord in 
song and to sup-
port the congre-
gation in its wor-
ship. We will also 
prepare for our  
annual Lessons 

Open to all students who wish to grow 
their musical talent for worship leader-
ship. www.firstevan.org/student-music

B a p t i s m 
Sunday, August 22 
10:45 a.m.,  Sanctuary

Wo r s h i p  C h o i r  R e h e a r s a l s 
Weekly on Wednesdays 
6:15–8:00 p.m.,  Sanctuary

S t u d e n t  B a n d  &  E n s e m b l e 
Wednesdays, August 11–December 8 
5:30–6:15 p.m.,  A215 (Band) and 
A221 (Ensemble)

WORSHIP

and Carols service with symphony  
orchestra. If interested in joining the 
choir, contact Katelynn Bernardini at 
kbernardini@firstevan.org.

MEN

M e n' s  B i b l e  S t u d y 
“The Book of Daniel” led by Buddy Jones 
Mondays, September 13–December 6 
6:30–8:00 p.m., E143 (Moody Room) 
Wednesdays, September 15– 
December 8, 6:30–7:30 a.m. via Zoom

M e n' s  F i s h  Fr y 
Tuesday, September 21 
6:00–8:00 p.m.,  Fellowship Hall 
Cost: $7/person or $50/table

If you think it is becoming increasingly 
harder to live as a Christian in America 
today, then this study is for you. As 
we study the book of Daniel, we will 
consider God's answer to our apparent 
dilemma. The format includes weekly 
study assignments, small group discus-
sion, and lecture. Contact Buddy Jones 
at buddyjones0@gmail.com. Register at 
www.firstevan.org/mens-bible-studies.

Join us for an evening of fish, food, and 
fellowship with guest speaker Jimmy 
Sexton who is Co-Head of Football and 
Head of Coaching as a Sports Agent 
for Creative Artist Agency. Tickets are 
available beginning August 8. Contact 
John Dawson, 682-8452, Jack Pepper, 
833-0721, or email men@firstevan.org. www.firstevan.org/h2h

P r e c e p t  B i b l e  S t u d y 
“ E z e k i e l  Pa r t  1 :  T h e n  Yo u  W i l l 
K n o w  T h a t  I  A m  t h e  Lo r d ”  
Tuesdays, September 7–November 16 
6:00–8:00 p.m. via Zoom 
 God appointed Ezekiel as a watchman 
to warn his people of coming judg-
ment. Seeing visions and perform-
ing signs, he called individuals to 
turn from wickedness to righteous-
ness because God takes no pleasure 
in the death of the wicked. Workbook 
required. For more information or to 
register, contact Sara Butler at 901-
491-0101 or sarabutler6@gmail.com.

https://www.firstevan.org/baptismapplication
https://www.firstevan.org/girls-getaway
https://www.firstevan.org/girls-getaway
https://www.firstevan.org/girls-getaway
https://www.firstevan.org/womens-special-events
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https://www.firstevan.org/h2h
https://www.firstevan.org/baptismapplication
mailto:kbernardini%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://www.firstevan.org/student-music
https://www.firstevan.org/baptismapplication
mailto:kbernardini%40firstevan.org?subject=
mailto:buddyjones0%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.firstevan.org/mens-bible-studies
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https://www.firstevan.org/student-music
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Midweek is a place for students to 
meet together and have the oppor-
tunity to grow in their relationship 
with Jesus, their friends, and their 
adult small group leaders. Each week 
we meet to connect with one another 
through food, worship, teaching, and 
small group time. Our first series this 
fall will be on friendship titled “Phila” 
which means dear or beloved in Latin. 
We will learn what 
God’s purpose of 
friendships is, how 
to treat others, 
and how to culti-
vate our friendship 
with God.

FEC KIDS AND STUDENT MINISTRIES

M i d w e e k :  I m p a c t 
a n d  C o m m o n  G r o u n d 
August 11–December 15 
6:15–8:00 p.m.

M ove  U p  D ay 
Sunday, August 8, 12:15 p.m.–2:00 p.m.
Impact Room (E226)

P r o m o t i o n  S u n d ay 
Sunday, August 8 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. 
(Nursery–5th grade) 
Children's Church, 10:45 a.m. 
(Nursery–3rd grade)

F E C  K i d s  C u r r i c u l u m

Parent Orientation Luncheon 
Sunday,  August 15 
12:15 p.m.–1:15 p.m. Fellowship Hall

6th–8th grade 9th–12th grade

On Promotion Sunday, rising 6th and 
9th graders will be celebrated during 
Sunday School. Impact will be launch-
ing their  “All or Nothing”  series, tak-
ing 5 weeks to study the book of James. 
After worship service ALL students 
are to meet in the Impact room (E226) 
for lunch and an afternoon of fun 
and fellowship.

FEC Kids' parents, look for an email 
with your child(ren)'s new classroom 
and teacher information! We will have 
snow cones and meet our new teachers.

In August, we will study the book of Revelation. Then, starting Sunday, Septem-
ber 12, we will begin our new cycle of chronological Bible teaching in Genesis 1.

Our goal for this coming year in FEC Kids is to present kids the gospel all week 
long through a Christ-centered, comprehensive discipleship program that builds 
on our Sunday morning lessons throughout the week. We want kids to learn who 
God is. We want them to develop a genuine love for Him because of who He is and 
what He has done. And we want to help them to live for God, showing their love 
for Him with their whole lives. 

Join FEC Kids and Student Ministries 
to cast vision for the upcoming year. 
This will be a great time to ask ques-
tions, be encouraged and meet the 
people who invest in your students 
weekly! Please register your family for 
the pizza lunch (nursery available for 
ages 2 and under) at www.firstevan.
org/parent-orientation.

www.firstevan.org/child-dedication

FEC Kids 
Volunteer Dinner 
Sunday,  August 8 
6 : 0 0  p . m . 
Fe l l o w s h i p  H a l l

L E A R N . 
On Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m., we will offer 
FEC Kids Sunday School for Preschool–5th grade. 
This is where a bulk of our Bible study will take place.  
Nursery available for children ages 2 and under.

LOV E .
During the 10:45 a.m. worship service, we will offer 
FEC Kids Worship Hour for Preschool–3rd grade. 4th 
and 5th graders are invited to attend corporate worship 
with their family. This time will be a review of the 
Sunday School lesson and a time of worship with an 
emphasis on helping kids develop a deeper love of Christ.
Nursery available for children ages 2 and under.

L I V E .
Join us on Wednesday nights from 6:15–8:00 p.m. for 
FEC Kids Midweek. Our NEW Midweek program will be a 
deep dive into what it means to live for Christ, mostly by 
learning and applying the spiritual disciplines. We will also 
have scripture memory work and games! Childcare available 
for children ages 2 and under for adults participating in adult 
Midweek activities. www.firstevan.org/kids-midweek

Child Dedication 
Sunday,  September 19 
10:45 a.m.,  Sanctuary

Thank you for volunteering! 
Join us for dinner and training.

https://www.firstevan.org/feckids
https://www.firstevan.org/common-ground
https://www.firstevan.org/impact
https://www.firstevan.org/students
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/2822
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/2822
https://www.firstevan.org/child-dedication
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/2822
https://www.firstevan.org/students
https://www.firstevan.org/feckids
https://www.firstevan.org/feckids
https://www.firstevan.org/feckids
https://www.firstevan.org/kids-midweek
https://www.firstevan.org/kids-midweek


Pictured left to right: Bridge Hot Dogs, S'mores, and Spikeball; Popsicles in the Park; 
Impact Nashville Shores Water Park Day Trip; Miss Impact/Guys Overnight

R E C R E AT I O N S C O U T S

S U M M E R  F U N

First Evan Scouts at Philmont Scout Ranch
Two crews of youth and adults, twenty people in all, hiked over 80 miles in 
12 days at Philmont Scout Ranch in the New Mexico mountains. First Evan 
members Richard Marsh and Rick Lassiter were the lead advisors participat-
ing along with other First Evaners Caleb Lassiter, John Bennett, Levi Bennett, 
and Ezra Bennett.

Pickleball 
Mondays–Thursdays, 8:00–10:30 a.m. 
Fridays, 8:00 a.m–12:00 p.m., Gym 
Come play pickleball with us!

YOUNG ADULTS

Break 
Wednesdays 
8:00–9:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
Break is our new 
young adult gath-
ering hosted on 
Wednesday nights. 
Join us for worship, 
teaching, prayer, and fellowship as 
we strive for a life together in Christ.  
www.firstevan.org/break

https://www.firstevan.org/break


EQUIPPING

Equipping Elective 
“Every Day Gospel— 
Conversations Where 
We Live, Work, and Play”  
led by Andrew Beach 
Wednesdays, September 15– 
November 3, 6:15–8:00 p.m.,  A211

MomentumYes Video Series 
led by Zoe Bozeman 
Wednesdays, September 15– 
October 20, 6:15–8:00 p.m., A121/122

The opportunity to dialogue with our 
neighbors about Jesus can produce 
fear and anxiety. We hope these gos-
pel conversations become a regular 
part of our lives, even if they never 
become completely comfortable. This 
8-week series will focus on how we 
can be attentive, prepared, and prayer-
ful about how we interact and engage  
our neighbors. Register at www.first-
evan.org/equipping.

MomentumYes is a free video-based 
series for small groups which teaches, 
inspires, and equips everyday people 
to rethink God’s mission. It is designed 
to actively engage believers in tak-
ing the next steps in God's mission.  
www.firstevan.org/momentumyes

GLOBAL MISSIONS

Lynne Harper is the daughter of former 
First Evan Pastor Earle Stevens and 
the sister of current First Evan mis-
sionary David Stevens. She has been 
a missionary of First Evan since 1974, 
a couple of years before she married 
Des Harper. Together, Des and Lynne 
have spent their lives working with 
Operation Mobilization (OM) in many 
different capacities. However, their 
hearts for evangelism and disciple-
ship will be their heritage. 

I first visited First Evan when the church met at Ridge-
way High School. I came to visit Pastor and Mrs. Earle 
Stevens because I was interested in marrying their 
daughter Lynne, whom I had met on the Logos ship in 
the Persian Gulf. It was scary because Lynne was on 
an evangelistic team in North India at the time! Ten 
months later, in October 1976, our wedding took place 
at First Evan in its current building.

When I first joined Logos in the early seventies, I was confronted by the 
seemingly monolithic resistance of Islam in the Gulf and a multifaceted way-
wardness of Hinduism in India. The task of introducing people to the Lord 
Jesus as Savior seemed impossible!

Half a century later, it is amazing to see what God has done. In our ship 
prayer meetings, we were led to pray for the world, including nations and 
peoples where there were no known believers.  Now, there are many believers 
in countries like Mongolia, Mauritania, and Albania. World evangelization in 
the last generation, says Patrick Johnston, initiator of Operation World, has 
been unprecedented. Among the 3.6 billion people in the world in 1970, 4% 
were evangelicals. This rose to 8% among 7 billion by 2010.

These days, Lynne and I have the personal joy of discipling Iranian and Af-
ghan refugees at our church in Sheffield, England. When I first joined Lo-
gos in 1972 in Abadan, Iran, the country had perhaps 500 who knew Christ 
as Savior. Today, despite harsh persecution, it is estimated that there are 
100,000 (some say many more than this). Even Afghanistan has seen hun-
dreds, perhaps thousands, come to Christ.

In our troubled world, God is relentlessly at work in building His kingdom 
and church. Lynne and I are so grateful to have an on-going part in this, and 
we are so grateful for the committed involvement over the decades of folks 
at First Evan who have loved us, prayed, given, served and played their part.

Revelation leads us to the conclusion of the story. Let us run with patience. 
The race is still before us. 

       
Des (and Lynne) Harper

Des and Lynne will become Associ-
ate Missionaries with OM beginning  
August 1. Because they will be liv-
ing on their retirement income going 
forward, First Evan will no longer be 
supporting them on a monthly basis. 
However, their Pass-Through account 
will remain active for some months. 

Please continue to pray for the Harp-
ers as they continue to minister to 
Muslims in their local context. 

https://www.firstevan.org/equipping
https://www.firstevan.org/equipping
https://www.firstevan.org/momentumyes
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAYSUNDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

AU G U S T  2 0 2 1

Six Flags Trip
6:00 a.m.–11:00 p.m. 
(meet at the church)

OCC Shoebox 
Packing Party
12:00–2:00 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall

Communion

Midweek 
Students Begins
6:15–8:00 p.m., E-Wing 

Student Band 
& Ensemble Begins
5:30–6:15 p.m., A215

Canvas Art Class 
6:00–7:30 p.m., E144

Parent Orientation 
Luncheon (PreK– 
12th grade) 
12:15–1:15 p.m., F-Hall

Women's 
Ministry Kickoff 
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Chapel

Baptism 
10:45 a.m., Sanctuary

GriefShare: Loss  
of a Spouse Seminar
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 
Chapel 

GriefShare Begins
6:30–8:30 p.m., Chapel 

NEW SCHEDULE
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
10:45 a.m. Worship Service

ADVANCE Men's Retreat>>
The Country Place, Moscow, TN 

>>>

Promotion Sunday
Move Up Day 
Volunteer Dinner 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall


