
your monthly newsletter

FOCUS
JUNE/JULY 2019 - MMXIX ISSUE VI/VII – SUMMER   735 RIDGE LAKE BOULEVARD | MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38120

expect to lose so many friends who used 
to go to church here. I didn’t lose those 
friendships. I still have them. But a lot 
of people I met at First Evan and got 
close to are at other churches now, and 
I’ve felt those losses. But here’s what 
was unexpected: rather than wanting 
to follow them out the door, I got even 
more rooted and committed to this place 
and the people remaining.

I guess what I’m trying to say here is 
that I really do love you, church. Bilbo 
Baggins announced to the hobbits at his 
111th birthday party: “I don’t know half 
of you as well as I should like; and I like 
less than half of you half as well as you 
deserve.” The church is like the Shire in 
that way—it takes a lot of us a lifetime to 
learn to love those God loves infinitely 
in an instant, His people. 

I think of times when I get a that-was-
the-worst-sermon-I’ve-ever-heard 
email followed by that-was-the-best-
sermon-I’ve-ever-heard email. Is that 
crazy? No, that’s the church. Eugene 
Peterson said the church is equal parts 
mystery and mess. Count it all joy or 
count on not staying long anywhere, I 
tell younger pastors coming up behind 
me now. I count myself quite a blessed 
churchman. I have the best pastoral job 
in the world.

So I don’t say it often enough—and I 
apologize to those who don’t feel the 
love from me (I am sorry)—but I do love 
you, church. And I thank you for first 
loving me.

PASTOR’S PENSÉES

I don’t tell you enough 
how much I appreciate 
you. I don’t say, “I love 
you, church,” as often 
as I should.

When I was in seminary, I listed on an 
index card the kind of church I hoped 
to pastor someday. I kept the card in 
my Bible and prayed through it weekly. 
I was taught to be ready and willing 
to go anywhere the Lord sent me, 
but I hoped to live in the Southeast. I 
hoped God would send me to a college 
town. I hoped for a church that would 
not fishbowl my family. I hoped for 
longevity in one pulpit.

In the fall of 2000, I entered a partnership 
to plant a church in Murfreesboro. That 
endeavor seemed to be “it,” concentrating 
in one work the hopes baked into all 
those prayers. God was giving me the 
desires of my heart, I believed. But two 
short years later that work was over for 
me and I was in transition to Memphis, 
a city I disparaged while a Nashvillian. I 
drove I-40 westbound dazed by the turn 
of events I’d experienced, fighting to 
get up from the ten-count of cynicism. 
Cynicism is unresolved discouragement. 
It doesn’t always taste sour but, like 
Mama’s pound cake, there’s a sad streak 
in it.

Having failed at church planting, I 
thought longevity was out of the picture. 
I arrived to First Evan a sad man. I was 
told at the end of my interview process 
that I’d moped my way through it. But I 
was thinking I would never be a franchise 
player. I would be a journeyman putting 
in four years with this church, five with 
that one, and then move on. I didn’t 
want that, but expected to be in my 
associate staff role here two years and 
then uproot to another post. It was at 
least a little more time in Tennessee, I 
thought, before we were sent somewhere 
truly God-forsaken like Florida.

I Love You, Church
by Cole Huffman

Two years will 
be two decades a 
little on from here. 
I stand amazed. 
There are a host of 
factors impacting 
pastoral tenure, 
not all of which 
are negative when 
the tenure is 
short. It’s not like 
a short season at a 
church equals bad 
time and a long time equals good time. 
Longevity for its own sake turns into 
mediocrity. But the benefits in longevity 
are many. Chief among them is love has 
time to cure. 

I mean “cure” in its seasoning/
preserving sense. There is the healing 
sense of “cure” of course: I came to 
Memphis hurting over ministry lost, 
and your love helped cure me of the 
pain I brought with me. I found First 
Evan a place to heal. But as I’ve stayed 
in Memphis pastoring First Evan, your 
love has cured (seasoned/preserved) my 
sense of place and people.

Place matters. My appreciation for 
it needed curing. As Jim Elliot said, 
wherever you are, be all there. Years 
ago on a Council Retreat, we discussed 
a hypothetical: Where would we move 
if our Ridge Lake facility ever became 
inadequate for us? Trying to be funny, 
I perked up, “How about Nashville?” 
Nobody laughed. And that wasn’t due 
to the sibling rivalry between our 
state’s two largest cities. It was because 
inside my wisecrack was a thinly veiled 
dismissiveness. My sense of place was 
uncured, and the men could smell it on 
me. They knew I was keeping myself from 
becoming a naturalized citizen of their 
place, a place that has only welcomed me 
and cared for me (and endured me) and 
is now fully my city, my home.

Francis Schaeffer used to say there are 
no little people, no little places. My 
sense of people needed curing also. 
God has used First Evan for me in this 
also, but in a most unlikely way: I didn’t 
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Welcome, New Members!

Place your bid on art created by First Evan 
artists to help support the team going to 
Queens, NY to take VBS to the international 
community with Jon Storck's organization, 
Arrive, July 13–20. You can also give online at:  
www.f irstevan.org/giving. Be sure to 
indicate “NYC Mission Trip” when you give.

Bid Sundays in the Fellowship Hall,  
now through July 7 at 12:15 p.m.

Queens, NYC Trip,  Silent Art Auction

Silent Art Auction

Registration begins Sunday, July 21! 
Friday–Sunday, October 4–6                                      
Marriott Shoals and Spa, Florence, AL 
ROOMS ARE LIMITED THIS YEAR! 
Guest Speaker: Judy Dunagan 
Writer | Speaker

Sunday, August 18, 9:30 a.m., Gym

Saturday, July 13 
11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Monday, July 15 
1:00 p.m., Chapel

Join us for a weekend of relaxation, 
fellowship, and refreshment. Register in 
the Fellowship Hall on Sundays or online 
at www.firstevan.org/girls-getaway.  

All women are invited to a time of worship, 
fellowship, and information about the 
upcoming year in Women's Ministry. 

Girls' Getaway "Drawing Near"

Save the Date: All Women's Event

"This Is My Country,

LLL Movie Day

WOMEN

ADULTS

CARE Details at www.firstevan.org/care.

He Cares  (Ministry to the homebound)

Caregivers  (Ministry to those caring for others)

Thursdays, June 27 and July 25 
10:00 a.m., Gym Lobby

Monday, June 24, 7:00 p.m., Chapel

RSVP by Tuesday, July 9 to Susanna Winter 
at dswinter@bellsouth.net or 487-2819.

Join us for popcorn, drinks, 
and a showing of The Inn of 
the Sixth Happiness.

Contact Rhonda Finfrock at 683-0757 or 
rhondafinfrock@comcast.net.

The speaker will be Attorney Matthew 
Rhoads from the Bailey Law Firm. He will 
speak on: "Basics of Estate Planning and 
Probate." This meeting is open to anyone 
wanting information on future planning.

Life Line Screening
Friday, July 19 
9:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Life Line Screening, a leading provider 
of community-based preventive health 
screenings, will offer their affordable, non-
invasive and painless health screenings at 
First Evan for discounted rates. Register 
for a Wellness Package (60–90 min.), 
which includes four vascular tests and an 
osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139*). 
*Register at www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle or call 1-888-653-6441 
to receive a $10 discount off of any package 
priced above $129.

the Land of the Free 

Senior Luncheon

MEN

STUDENTS

RECREATION

Fall Soccer and Flag Football

Staying Fit Workshop

Miss Impact  (Girls only)

This is a great introduction to sports that 
will help develop motor skills and strength 
that will serve them later on in life! The 
league is through East Shelby Church 
Recreation Association (ESCRA). If you 
are interested in coaching or have any 
questions, please contact Tori Martin 
at tmartin@firstevan.org. Register at 
www.firstevan.org/fallsports.

Register by Monday, July 29 
Cost: $65; Ages 4–12  

Wednesday, July 24, 12:00–1:00 p.m. 
Multi-Purpose Room; Cost: $5.

U5/U6 Soccer Season: Friday nights, 
beginning September 6

U8+ Soccer/Flag Football Season:  
Saturday mornings, beginning September 7

(6 games; No game October 11)

(Divisions based on child's age on June 1, 2019)

Because of the Brave" 

Instruction by Brooks Meadows, Founder 
and Head Coach at Recess 901, to help 
the busy individual stay fit in a fun 
and manageable way. Brooks says “the 
number one goal at Recess is to help 
individuals discover simple, effective, and 
fun ways to integrate fitness and health 
into their life.” Join us as he gives us 
tips and routines to stay fit! Register at 
www.firstevan.org/staying-fit-workshop.

This year's Men’s Retreat had a great 
cross-generational mix of guys who 
enjoyed fishing, fellowship, canoeing and 
delicious food along the Spring River. 
Matthew Thornton challenged men to rise 
up to the personal, spiritual, and cultural 
challenges facing them.

Friday–Saturday, July 19–20; Cost: $10. 
6:00 p.m.–10:00 a.m.; Meet at First Evan
This is a must for every middle school girl 
as it is an event designed just for them. 
$10 will get your student a t-shirt, meals, 
and will cover activities that will happen 
during this overnighter! Register by 
Friday, July 5 (to guarantee a t-shirt) at 
www.firstevan.org/impact.



Thank you for giving generously to missions this year. The Missions Fund supports 
First Evan’s local and global outreach. We fund special projects, and send about 
$12,000 in regular monthly support to our missionaries and National Partners. This 
does not include over a million dollars in pass-through gifts, designated to specific 
missionaries, National Partners, and organizations! Thank you for continuing to 
support our valued ministry partners.

GLOBAL MISSIONS AND MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

KIDS

Thanks to the support of the First Evan congregation and over 200 teen and adult 
volunteers, “Roar!” VBS was a huge success! Over 500 kids attended each day, where 
they learned through Bible teaching and memorization, game time, snacks, and 
crafts. Every part of VBS reinforced our main point, that God is good!  

Over the course of the week, the kids raised  $2,815.06  in our “Safari in the City 
Challenge: Boys vs. Girls” to send “Roar!” VBS to Queens, NYC through our Missions 
Ministry. Please pray for our team as they go to teach VBS for a second time this year, 
the week of July 13–20. If you would like to make a donation to the Queens, NY trip, 
please join us at our Silent Art Auction in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday through 
July 7 or go to www.firstevan.org/giving.

The GMT is excited to announce our members for the new ministry year. There is 
much to be accomplished as we seek “To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify His gospel 
in all of life until He comes” among the nations.

Global Missions Team (GMT) Pictured (top left to bottom right): 
Christopher Marino, Jim Pendleton 
(Director), Brittain Ball, Mark Gosney 
(Elder), Bill Granger, Daryl Vrbas 
(Deacon), Ed Gold, Liz Jarvis, Bethany 
Scoggins, Shea Ward, Nelle Percer, Scott 
Arnwine (Chairman), April Fichthorn 
(Administrative Assistant). Not pictured: 
Jan Carrier and Kate Patrick.

Some of the global projects we have funded include:  
• $4,000 for church planting seminars in East Asia 
• $2,000 for the ministry center in Bidi Bidi Refugee Camp, Uganda 
• $2,000 for the Moldova mission house 
• $3,150 for an Urdu language video project in Pakistan 
• $2,200 for the recent women’s conference in Nepal
Locally, the Memphis Ministries Team has funded the following: 
• $4,000 to host the Lupton Center’s event where 100 attendees learned about 
   how the gospel informs best practices for loving our neighbor in diverse 
   forms of poverty 
• Facilitated opportunities to introduce FEC attenders to several local ministries 
• $1,800 to implement and fund the Thursday night Arise2Read program for 
   children from Youth Striving for Excellence 
•  $1,200 to help our children’s ministry engage Christ’s Community Church 
   in a joint Christmas activity

Did you know that approximately 
70% of international college students 
will never enter an American home? 
These internationals come to Memphis 
to study and then return to their country, 
with the majority of them from the 10/40 
window or closed countries. As their feet 
touch down on U.S. soil many now have 
the opportunity to hear the gospel for 
the first time and investigate spiritual 
beliefs without fear. They also have the 
opportunity to be befriended by Christians 
that might counter the stereotypes they 
may have grown up believing.

First Evan is partnering with Global 
Friends to launch the Friendship Families 
Program. This is an opportunity to 
partner with other First Evan attenders 
and Christians in Memphis to “welcome 
the stranger” into your home once a 
month or along for an outing in Memphis. 
It is an intentional time to share the love 
of Christ with the nations right here in 
Memphis while these students are here 
for schooling. 

Will you join us by becoming a Friend-
ship Family? We will meet Tuesday, 
July 9 to cast a vision for this program.  
RSVP to Andrew Beach at abeach@
firstevan.org or Chalise Bondurant at 
chalbond@gmail.com.We are currently behind budget by about 17%. Gifts given by the end of the fiscal 

year will enable us to fund additional special projects: www.firstevan.org/giving.

Missions Fund

Global Friends 
Friendship Families Program
Training & Dessert Fellowship 
Tuesday, July 9, 7:00 p.m. 
Don and Natalie Sherman's Home 
(533 Williamsburg Ln., Memphis 38117)

Please visit our website for 

full details on all upcoming 

Summer Activities:

www.firstevan.org/loop
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 
His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel

 2  Popsicles in the Park 10:00 a.m., First Evan Playground 

 3  Impact Outdoor Movie Night  8:00–10:15 p.m.; Meet at First Evan 

 4  Church Closed for Independence Day 
 7–11  Mission Memphis 
 8  Elder/Deacon Meeting 
 9 Pastor's Pals: Mission Memphis Sites with Local Missions Pastor, Andrew Beach  
  (rising 1st–6th graders) 9:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m; Drop off and pick up at church | Friendship Families   
  Program  7:00 p.m., Don and Natalie Sherman's Home (533 Williamsburg Ln., Memphis 38117) 
 13  "This is My Country" Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall  

 13–20 Queens, NY Mission Trip 

 14  Communion  |  Missions Lunch: David and Jessica  12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 15  LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 
 16 Popsicles in the Park 10:00 a.m., First Evan Playground  

 16–21 College Road Trip 
 19  Life Line Screening  9:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 19–20  Miss Impact  6:00 p.m.–10:00 a.m.; Meet at First Evan 

 19–28  Ukraine Mission Trip 
 21 Baptism  10:45 a.m., Sanctuary  

 23 Pastor's Pals: Big River Crossing with Senior Pastor, Cole Huffman    
  (rising 1st–6th graders) 9:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m; Drop off and pick up at church  

 24 Staying Fit Workshop  12:00–1:00 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room   
  Impact Pool Party  6:00–8:05 p.m., The Huffman's Home (3406 Beaver Run Dr., Collierville 38017) 
 25 He Cares  10:00 a.m., Gym Lobby  | MDO Last Day of Summer Term 
 30 FEC Kids End of Summer Celebration  10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m., East Lawn 

 31 Impact Wild River Country  8:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m.; Meet at First Evan. Cost: $30. 

   

 24 Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel 

 25 Pastor's Pals: My Big Backyard at the Memphis Botanic Gardens  
  with Pastor of Adult Ministries, Seth Stevens (rising 1st–6th graders)  

  9:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m; Drop off and pick up at church 

 27 He Cares  10:00 a.m., Gym Lobby 

 30 Missions Lunch: Ross and Sara  12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

 June

 July

Dive In Pool Party  (rising 1st–6th graders) 3:00–5:00 pm., Home of Nick and JoAnne Clark 

(548 Valleybrook Drive, Memphis 38120)


