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hardest step. He runs outside to the  
helicopter, clutching his briefcase to his 
chest. Just as it lifts from the ground he 
leaps in, his face awash in disbelief that 
he did it. But there was nothing else he 
could do if he was going to catch up to 
his photographer. He had to act.

“Go; your son will live” (John 4:50). 
Many think conversion to Christ means 
missing out on so much you would  
otherwise experience. But in the  
ultimate consideration of things it 
will prove worth it to have believed in  
Jesus in this world, even if we miss out 
on some things that look great from a  
distance—and even if we don’t get some 
of the things we want from Him. 

The greater tragedy is God not getting 
what He wants from us. The Caper-
naum official with the sick son wanted 
something from God and got it. But God 
also wanted something from him. The 
guy standing before Jesus in John 4 is 
standing in for us all in this way: Jesus 
wants people to take Him at His word. 

That’s the choice before us. Will we? 
It’s what believing the gospel requires 
at the start and all the way through.

PASTOR’S PENSÉES

 
There are people who tell us they  
cannot believe in God because they’ve 
never seen Him. The assumption is if He 
would just show Himself to them they 
would believe, for then He would prove 
His existence. It is commonly thought 
that something does not count as real 
knowledge unless there is empirical 
proof of it. 

But very few of our beliefs actually  
require mathematical or scientific verifi-
cation. How does one do laboratory tests 
to prove his love for his mother, for in-
stance? Could you reproduce in a petri 
dish the existence of the presidency of 
James Garfield? How does one even prove 
that knowledge has to be provable?

If we had lived at the right time in  
history, in first century Galilee, we 
would have seen God with our own eyes 
when we saw Jesus. But still we would 
have had to take Him at His word.  
Seeing was no guarantee of believing 
back then either. Many did see Jesus but 
did not believe in Him.

In his book Disappointment with God, 
Philip Yancey writes that, “Some things 
just have to be believed to be seen.” This 
is how faith in the gospel of Christ works. 
When you and I believe in Jesus through 
the gospel message of God’s grace for 
our sin, we trust in advance that what 
we’re doing will make sense in reverse. 

What did the official in our story (in John 
4:46–54), a man in charge of things, see? 

Believing Is 
Seeing
by Cole Huffman

He saw Jesus was 
way more in charge 
of things than he’d 
ever been. He saw 
taking Jesus at His 
word was more 
than worthwhile. 
But the hardest 
step of the day 
had to be turning 
for home, know-
ing Jesus wouldn’t 
go with him.  
Jesus sent him 
back home with 
only His word to go 
on. He had to trust 
in advance that 
would make sense 
in reverse when 
he played it back 
through later.

One of my favorite movies is The  
Secret Life of Walter Mitty. Walter  
Mitty, played by Ben Stiller, handles 
negatives acquisition (film rolls) for 
Life Magazine. It’s technical work,  
predictable and steady, and an exten-
sion of his routinized personality. 

Walter Mitty is forced by circumstances 
to hunt down an intrepid photogra-
pher who does nothing but take risky  
assignments. He discovers the man is 
in Greenland. Mitty gets there to learn 
he just missed him; the photographer 
boarded a ship ported there the day be-
fore, sailing for Iceland. 

The only way Walter Mitty can get to 
that ship is to catch a ride with a drunk 
helicopter pilot flying radio parts to it. 
He knows it’s crazy to go with the guy, 
but it’s his only chance. He has to get 
to the photographer. As he deliberates 
with himself, he imagines the girl he’s 
in love with back home. He imagines 
her on the karaoke stage. She’s sing-
ing David Bowie’s “Ground Control to  
Major Tom,” a song about facing your 
fears and taking courage.

Suddenly, Mitty gets up from the table 
and turns to the exit door. That’s the 

(The following is an excerpt from  
Pastor Cole’s forthcoming book, He 
Made the Stars Also: Seven Stories That 
Had to be Told. Read John 4:46–54  
before reading the excerpt.)
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Welcome, New Members!

 
We are offering a wide variety of opportu-
nities for growth and fellowship. Brochures 
are available at the Information Desks and 
online at www.firstevan.org/refreshments. 

Summer Refreshments

National Day of Prayer

Sunday, May 19, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary

Register today!

Sunday, May 19, 12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

First Evan, Advance Memphis, and Redbirds—a win, WIN, WIN!!!

There will be a special performance by the Children’s Choir. On the agenda will be 
the election of Elders, Deacons, and Global Missions Team members who will begin 
serving in July. In addition, we will be voting on the 2019–2020 church budget. A 
Dessert Fellowship will follow the meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Nursery for birth 
through age 2. Children's programming, 3-year-olds through 5th grade during the 
business portion of the meeting. For nominees and reports, visit www.firstevan.org/
council-nominees.

Tickets are $5 and can be purchased from 
a student or at the lunch. All proceeds go 
toward Mission Memphis. Please come sup-
port our middle and high school students.

Join us as we pray for America to love 
one another. We will also pray our 2019 
theme, “Love One Another,” into the 
seven centers of influence (government, 
military, media arts, business, education, 
church, and family) in America. “Love one 
another, just as I have loved you.” (John 
13:34) www.nationaldayofprayer.org.

Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting and Dessert Fellowship

WORSHIP

Thursday, May 2 
11:30 a.m.–12:20 p.m., Chapel

Spaghetti Lunch and Cake Auction Now that the school year is coming to an 
end, some people’s schedules will open 
up a little during the ensuing months. If 
you like to sing, please consider joining 
the Worship Choir during the summer 
months as we lead the congregation in 
worship on Sunday mornings.

Every Wednesday we have dinner in the 
Chapel from 5:00–6:00 p.m. followed 
by rehearsal from 6:15–8:00 p.m.

For more information, or to reserve a 
spot for dinner, please  call the Worship 
Office at 682-8452 or email Jan Spurlin at 
jspurlin@firstevan.org.

Summer Choir

 
Join other First Evan attenders and Advance Memphis supporters for a fun night at the 
ballpark! The Memphis Redbirds are partnering with Advance Memphis for the Saturday, 
June 1 game, with a fireworks show immediately following. Each ticket purchased for 
this game through www.firstevan.org/redbirds will result in a $4 donation to Advance 
Memphis. Please join us as we support our hometown team and one of our Memphis 
Ministry Partners. Tickets are purchased on your own, but try to purchase a ticket on 
the 3rd base line so we can sit together. We hope to see you there!

Saturday, June 1, 6:35 p.m., AutoZone Park

WOMEN

Mentoring Moms
Tuesday, June 18, 7:00 p.m.
Speaker: Lou Housholder; Location TBD
For all young moms and moms-to-be. 
www.firstevan.org/mentoring-moms 



Fast Track — God at Work in Turkey  by Sara C.
A Dutch family enrolled in our school several years 
ago, as the father is currently the naval representative 
assigned to Turkey. They quickly stole our hearts. The 
parents are seeking to raise their family well, allow-
ing their kids to creatively use their talents and get 
involved in school life, while providing a loving, stable 
home. The eldest, with dyslexia, began to blossom at 
Oasis with reading therapy and extra help from teach-
ers. Mom once said, “You know, his dyslexia seems to 
not be as bad in English as it is in Dutch!” The middle 
daughter had been adopted off the streets of China. 
She turned out to be gifted with a propensity to learn 
English and other languages. The youngest blossomed 
as well, and was actively involved in dramas and writ-
ing and performing her own concert pieces. The par-
ents thanked us over and over for all we had done for 
their family. 

As their time to move away from Turkey approached, 
our prayers for this family increased, knowing they had 
heard whispers of the Gospel, but had not yet received 
it. And then a strange thing happened this year, their 
last in Turkey. F (the youngest) enrolled in Bible class. 
The parents are generally willing for the kids to seek 

GLOBAL MISSIONS

2019 Short-Term Mission Trips Want to Change the World? Want to Change the Muslim World?
Whether you are traveling the Amazon 
representing Jesus to villagers along the 
river, or serving refugees as they seek 
asylum and a better life through the 
gateway that Lesbos Island in Greece 
provides, you’ll experience how God is 
working firsthand. Consider praying for, 
giving to, or going on a First Evan Short-
Term Trip. We can help find a trip suit-
able for you and your family. For a list 
of trips or more information, contact 
missions@firstevan.org or visit www.
firstevan.org/mission-trips. 

The quarterly World Prayer Focus will be 
Sunday, June 6, from 5:30–7:00 p.m. 
in the Chapel. Join us as we pray for our 
missionaries and the people to whom 
they minister. We’ll pray for nations,  
including our own, where there are many 
spiritual and physical needs. We believe 
our prayers are making a difference!

Join Christians around the world in pray-
ing for our Muslim neighbors who will 
observe Ramadan, a time of prayer and 
fasting, May 6-June 4. Pray that billions 
of people who follow Muhammad will 
have the chance to know about and fol-
low Jesus. Pick up a Prayer Guide from 
the Missions Wall, or contact missions@
firstevan.org for assistance.

PRAY PRAY

whatever interests them, so they allowed it. F began to hunger and thirst 
for God’s Word. Soon, she asked me if she could have a devotional book. 
I gave her one and told her I’d be willing to meet to talk about the ideas. 
She was ready to meet for lunch the next day. My joy was made com-
plete when F came and said that she knew she did not have salvation, but 
wanted it. She prayed with me right then and soon began studying God’s 
Word daily. We earnestly began praying for her family, and the Lord gave 
her a Scripture that promised she would be a light to them. Last week, 
her mother, who has stated that she believed Jesus’ miracles to be only 
symbolic, bought a one-year study Bible with selections on the life of 
Christ. Additionally, her brother and sister signed up to go on the Youth 
Retreat this month. It is all happening so fast. None of us expected our 
prayers to be answered so quickly. “F” has been born again, and God is at 
work in her family!

CARE

He Cares (ministry to the homebound) 
Thursday, May 30, 9:30 a.m., Soltau Center
If you are interested in finding out 
more about this ministry, call Rhonda  
Finfrock at 683-0757.

Tuesday, May 7, 10:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Cost: $20

Details at www.firstevan.org/care.

ACT II Widows Fellowship

Backbeat Music Tour of Memphis. The 
tour bus leaves First Evan at 10:00 a.m.

ADULTS

LLL Movie Day 
Monday, May 20 
1:00 p.m., Chapel
Showing Chariots of Fire.

KIDS

Child Dedication

Please register by Sunday, June 2, at www.firstevan.org/childdedication.

Join us for an epic African adventure—this summer’s mane event! At Roar! kids will 
explore God’s goodness and celebrate a ferocious faith that powers them through this 
wild life. Register or volunteer (6th grade and up) at www.firstevan.org/vbs.

Sunday, June 16, 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary

"Roar!" VBS  Monday–Friday, June 10–14, 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
3½ years old through entering 5th grade

VBS WORK DATES
THURSDAY Nights, May 2 & 16

6-8 PM, FELLOWSHIP HALL

TUeSDAY afternoons, May 21 & 28

VBS Set-Up Week, June 3-6
1-3 PM, FELLOWSHIP HALL

9 am-3 PM, FELLOWSHIP HALL

CRAFT & DECOR PREP Help needed!

www.firstevan.org/VBS
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 
His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel

  1  Common Ground and Impact Midweek Ends for Semester 
  Summer Refreshments Registration Begins 
 2  "Love One Another" National Day of Prayer  11:30 a.m.–12:20 p.m., Chapel  

  VBS Work Night  6:00–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
 4  "Let Your Light Shine" Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

 5  Communion 
 7  ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Tour bus Leaves from Church 

 12 Mother's Day  | Child Dedication  10:45 a.m., Sanctuary  | No Evening Service 
 13 Elder/Deacon Meeting 
 16 VBS Work Night  6:00–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
 19  Spaghetti Lunch and Cake Auction  12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall  
  Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

 20  LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 

 21 VBS Work Day  1:00–3:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 25, 27 Church Offices Closed for Memorial Day Weekend 
 28 VBS Work Day  1:00–3:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall   

 30 He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center  | VBS Volunteer Training  6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 31–Jun 3 Common Ground Summer Roadtrip
  1  Redbirds Game  6:35 p.m., AutoZone Park 

 2  Communion  |  World Prayer Focus  5:30–7:00 p.m., Chapel 

 3–6 VBS Set-up Week  9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
 4  Impact Day Trip 
 6  VBS Volunteer Training  6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
 8  Global Missions Team Orientation 
 9  VBS Lunch and Set-up  11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 10 Elder/Deacon Meeting 

 10–14  VBS  9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 16 Father's Day  | Discover First Evan, Part 1  9:30–10:30 a.m., E236 

  Child Dedication  10:45 a.m., Sanctuary  | No Evening Service 
 17  LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 
 18  Mentoring Moms  7:00 p.m., Location TBD  

 22  Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel 

 23  Discover First Evan, Part 2  9:30–10:30 a.m., E236  

 27 He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center

 May

 June


