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to make room in their homes for them. 
That may not be something you can do, 
but would you at least prayerfully con-
sider it? I can put you in touch with those 
who can make that happen for any of us.

We should advocate for just laws and the 
overturning of bad ones. We should sup-
port pregnancy centers and other pro-life 
efforts, and pray against the work of thor-
oughly nasty business concerns (while 
not forgetting the people running them 
are not beyond God’s gracious reach). 

We should be a place of no condemnation 
for those who regret abortions in their 
past. And we should open our homes, and 
our love, to those in need of it through 
fostering and adopting. What can you do? 
What will you do?

From the earliest days to now, it has al-
ways been the work of the church to not 
just call out the darkness but also walk 
into it with inextinguishable light and life.

PASTOR’S PENSÉES

Weeks ago, New York’s 
state legislature legal-
ized late-term abor-
tion and repealed a law 

that required doctors give care to babies 
who survive abortions.

That is abhorrent.

In Roman times, unwanted infants, 
mostly girls, were discarded like gar-
bage. They died by exposure, were tossed 
into the sea, or came into the possession 
of slavers. But when Christians lovingly 
took those children as their own, in large 
numbers, that like nothing else demon-
strated to Romans their cultural rot. 

Mark Twain said history doesn’t always 
repeat but it rhymes. Modern American 
culture rhymes with ancient Roman cul-
ture now. I could tell you we’re better to 
our dogs than unborn children. I could 
tell you to Google the Groningen Proto-
col and weep that such things arise from 
places considered to be the most civi-
lized. We’ve gone further than the Ro-
mans of old in that we call this “health-
care,” an all-time misnomer.

C. S. Lewis had the insight that the great-
est evil is “not done in concentration 
camps and labor camps. In those we 
see its final result. But it is conceived...
in clean, carpeted, warmed, and well-
lighted offices, by quiet men with white 
collars and cut fingernails and smooth-
shaven cheeks who do not need to raise 
their voice. Hence, naturally enough, my 
symbol for Hell is something like the bu-
reaucracy of a police state or the offices 
of a thoroughly nasty business concern.”

The abortion industry is a thoroughly 
nasty business concern. Until the Lord 
descends, evangelicals are right to  
provide a conscience for the nation and  
advocate for the unborn. Justice con-

Thoroughly 
Nasty Business 
Concerns
by Cole Huffman

cerns are tied up in this, like the devas-
tating effect of abortion on the African 
American population, and how abortion 
perpetuates violence against women at 
their most vulnerable. 

Pro-life convictions are why many First 
Evaners support local pregnancy centers. 
We have a vibrant adoption culture at First 
Evan, with a generous adoption fund to 
subsidize adoption expenses. A few First 
Evaners are involved in foster care. 

Did you know there are more than 7,000 
children in Tennessee’s foster care sys-
tem? Last year, Lynn and I connected with 
an organization called Tennessee Kids Be-
long (TKB). TKB works with churches and 
government agencies to place foster kids 
in the right homes. In the last year, TKB 
has twice used our facilities to video kids 
from the Memphis–Jackson areas for pro-
spective families’ consideration. Since 
most of these kids are older, their adop-
tion chances lessen with each birthday. 

Of all the bighearted, good things First 
Evaners do to promote a culture of life, 
may I address something we shouldn’t 
do? When I don’t say anything from the 
pulpit the Sunday after New York legal-
ized infanticide (and that same week 
the Virginia governor—a medical doc-
tor—affirmed infanticide in practice), I 
get accused of the sin of silence. When 
professional opinion-havers on Chris-
tian radio say your pastor must speak out 
about some cultural issue of concern or 
he’s part of the problem, that just sows 
discord. Let’s please stop with the sin-of-
silence shaming when 98.9% of us in this 
church feel the same way about the cul-
ture of death in our land.

I don’t preach the headlines or take cues 
from social media for what I’m supposed 
to say each Sunday. If I did we’d be all 
over the place. Some Christians want to 
hear cultural condemnation from the 
pulpit, thinking that’s moral courage. 
Moral courage is the church marshaling 
7,000 families to take in the 7,000 kids 
in our state who need the people of God 

Unplanned Movie

Unplanned is 
the inspiring 
true story of one 
woman’s journey 
of transforma-
tion. The film-
makers bring us 
an eye-opening 
look inside the 
abortion indus-
try from a wom-
an who was once 
its most passionate advocate. After 
reading Abby Johnson’s best-selling 
book of the same title, the writers/co-
producers, Cary Solomon and Chuck 
Konzelman, were moved to bring this 
inspiring true story to the big screen, 
giving voice to a woman who has 
been on both sides of the abortion 
conversation. Visit www.malco.com 
for movie showtimes.

In theaters now!



GOOD FRIDAY
COMMUNION SERVICE

6:00 p.m., Chapel

Worship Service

presented by First Evan Worship Choir 
with Orchestra, Soloists, and 

Readers from the Congregation

WORSHIPCHURCH-WIDE

PALM SUNDAY SERVICES

Evening Service

Sunrise Service

Fellowship Breakfast

Regular Sunday School

Evening Service

EASTER SERVICES

"Jesus is Greater:  
The Message of Hebrews" 

Sunday, April 14

Friday, April 19 
6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

Nursery: 2 years old and under

 No Children's Programming

Sunday, April 21

No Sunday School 
9:00 and 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 
Nursery: 3 years old and under

7:00 a.m., Sanctuary

8:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall

10:45 a.m., Sanctuary

6:00 p.m., Chapel

Chris and Carie Alley  
2553 Rooksworth Cove 
Germantown, TN 38139

Anne Brewer 
2005 Newfields Road 
Germantown, TN 38139

Life Line Screening
Friday, April 12, 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m., F-Hall
Life Line Screening, a leading provider 
of community-based preventive health 
screenings, will offer their affordable, non-
invasive, and painless health screenings 
at First Evan for discounted rates. 
Register at www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle, or call 1-888-653-6450.

CARE

ADULTS

LLL Movie Day 
Monday, April 15 
1:00 p.m., Chapel
Showing The Heart of Texas.

He Cares (ministry to the homebound) 
Thursday, April 25, 9:30 a.m., Soltau Center

WOMEN

Tuesday, April 16, 7:00 p.m., Jo Anne  
Clark's Home (548 Valleybrook Drive)

Mentoring Moms

All young moms and moms-to-be are 
encouraged to come hear Sally Jones as 
she speaks on how studying God’s Word 
transformed her prayer life for her family. 

The cross will be on the front steps 
of the church for you to place flowers  

on in honor of our risen Lord.

Welcome, New Members!

 
We are offering a wide  
variety of opportunities 
for growth and fellowship. Brochures 
will be available beginning Monday,  
April 15, at the Information Desks and  
online at www.firstevan.org/refreshments. 

Semi-Annual
Congregational Meeting

Summer Refreshments

We will have a special performance by 
our Children's Choir. On the agenda for 
the meeting is the election of elders, dea-
cons, and Mission Board members, who 
will begin serving in July. The slates, 
which have been approved by the Ses-
sion, will be available for examination by 
the congregation prior to the meeting. In 
addition, we will be voting on the 2019–
2020 church budget. A Dessert Gathering 
in the Fellowship Hall will immediately 
follow the meeting. Nursery for birth 
through age 2. Children's programming, 
3-year-olds through 5th grade, will be 
provided in the Connect Worship Room 
(C210/212) during the meeting. Please 
make plans to attend this important 
meeting and time of fellowship.

Sunday, May 19, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary

Coming this summer!
Registration begins
Wednesday, May 1.

"Let Your Light Shine" with entertainment 
by the rising stars from The Westbrook 
Studios. RSVP by Tuesday, April 30, to  
Susanna Winter at dswinter@bellsouth.net.

Saturday, May 4, 11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Senior Luncheon

Since 2001, He Cares has been a ministry 
to our homebound at First Evan. Our 
purpose is to honor God and our beloved 
Dear Ones. Our name is based on 1 Pe-
ter 5:7. "Cast all your cares upon Him be-
cause He Cares for you." We meet the last 
Thursday of every month (except Decem-
ber). We have a day of fun, fellowship, 
and spiritual nourishment.

First, He Cares blesses our Dear Ones and 
all involved. Often, it is the only day they 
get out of their home or care facility.

 

Second, it blesses the children and loved 
ones of our Dear Ones. It is a comfort to 
know that their Dear One is cared for and 
loved on all day. Last of all, the work-
ers are blessed by being with and lov-
ing on our Dear Ones. Proverbs 11:25. "...
he who refreshes others will himself be  
refreshed." This has been so true for us! 

If you are interested in finding out 
more about He Cares, call Rhonda  
Finfrock at 683-0757.

Monday, April 22, 7:00 p.m., Chapel

Monday, April 1, 10:00 a.m., Chapel

Details at www.firstevan.org/care.

ACT II Widows Fellowship

Caregivers (ministry to those caring for others)

Our speakers will be Joy Williams and 
Susan Crowson. They will talk about  
“Geriatric plans and services—mapping 
the way through challenging times.” 
Contact Jerry Johnston at 674-1525.

Bates Brown says, "I look forward to 
He Cares every month. I love all 
we do there—fellowship, worship,  
communion, entertainment, and prayer."

Mary Ann Frazier says, "I enjoy all we do 
at He Cares. I love visiting the Dear 
Ones, the workers, the messages giv-
en, food (homemade cookies made 
by Suzanne Campbell), and prayer. 
It's a blessing to me." 

Virginia Burchfield loves to see her friends. 
She doesn't like to miss He Cares. 

Details TBA.

and Children's Programming



God At Work Through New Eve 
Discipleship Courses 
Bryce Bouchard, Navigators, Oklahoma
As our culture works arduously to decon-
struct a Biblical view of masculinity and 
femininity, the impact is clearly taking 
its toll on today’s youth. We find many 
students are arriving at college confused, 
lonely, broken, addicted, and angry, with-
out hope and without God.

At our recent Missions Conference, I 
talked about our Noblemen Discipleship 
Course that God has been using to reach 
men. Our correlating course for women, 
called New Eve, is being implemented on 
ten campuses across the country. Hun-
dreds of women are learning a Biblical 
theology of womanhood and taking steps 
toward becoming mature women of God 
who in turn minister to others.

We find that ministering to these wom-
en is far more complex than just a few 
years ago. The New Eve course address-
es several areas of personal struggle  

GLOBAL MISSIONS

2019 Short-Term Mission Trips Why Give to the Missions Fund?
Leigh Sistrunk, Global Missions TeamEach of our trips will partner with a First 

Evan missionary or ministry partner. 
There are opportunities for Bible teach-
ing and teaching English, working with 
children and youth through VBS and re-
lated ministries, serving refugees, and 
evangelizing people outside the reach of 
regular gospel channels.  

Please consider praying for, giving to, or  
going on one of these trips. We can 
help find a trip suitable for you and your 
family. For a complete list of trips or 
more information, contact the Missions  
Office at missions@firstevan.org or visit  
www.firstevan.org/mission-trips. 

Each February we celebrate what God is doing around the world during our  
Global Missions Conference. It is by far my favorite time of the year at First Evan! The  
far-reaching scope of ministry that God has allowed FEC to be a part of is staggering. 
One of the Global Missions Team’s tasks is to disburse offerings you give to 
the Missions Fund. This fund gives a stipend to our missionaries and over 
70 National Partners totaling over $12,000 per month. Missionaries and  
National Partners/Organizations can also request funds for special projects.  
In recent months we have funded:

identified by women in our ministries. Many have eating  
disorders that cause them to be preoccupied with their weight, 
food, and dieting. They are struggling with deviant and/or 
self-gratifying sexual behaviors. The desire to inflict self-harm 
plagues many women. Shame and low self-esteem lead them to feel rejected, fearful, 
and critical of others. They worry about self-image, are consumed with how they look, 
compare themselves unfavorably with others, and often wish they were someone else.
Depression and anxiety leave them feeling unhappy, hopeless, and anxious. Many of 
them feel that life is out of control.

But thankfully God is at work! As these women find THE ONE for whom their soul 
longs, they are experiencing healing, peace, freedom, and hope in the Gospel. The light 
of the Gospel always shines brightest in the darkest places. Please join us in praying 
for these women as God is taking the broken and raising them up to be healthy women 
who love God with all their hearts, and love other broken women. 

• $2,500 Pastor training seminars in Senegal (David Stevens) 
• $4,000 Connect Language Center’s move to Redeemer Baptist 
 Fellowship (ESI/David Frazier) 
• $15,175 Four conferences in India and Nepal led by FEC teams  
• $1,500 Translation of Ron Man’s book, Proclamation and Praise, 
 into Bangladeshi  
• $4,000 Church Planting seminars in Mekong Region  
• $3,150 Video project in Urdu language, Pakistan (National Partner)

MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

The people of First Evan have sought to give where God is working through His 
Church in our city and all over the globe. The breadth and depth of where God is 
multiplying individual acts of faithfulness in the lives of others for His glory is 
astounding. Our joy is magnified by sharing with you, and by giving all the praise 
back to the God of the Nations each Sunday! 

 Visit www.firstevan.org/mission-projects for a complete list of projects.

"Club Nathan" meets Tuesday nights 
for Binghampton teenagers to worship  
Jesus and connect with one another in  
relationship. Come see their ministry, and  
consider how you can get involved!

Eikon Ministries "Club Nathan"
Tuesday, April 16, 5:45–6:45 p.m.
3232 Nathan Street, Memphis, 38112

KIDS

Child Dedication

Please register by Sunday, April 28, at  
www.firstevan.org/childdedication.

Join us for an epic African adventure—this 
summer’s mane event! At Roar! kids will 
explore God’s goodness and celebrate a 
ferocious faith that powers them through 
this wild life. Register or volunteer (6th 
grade and up) at www.firstevan.org/vbs.

Sunday, May 12, 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary

"Roar!" VBS
Monday–Friday 
June 10–14 
9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Ages: 3½ years old through entering 5th gr.

MEN

Friday–Sunday, April 26–28
Men's Retreat

Join us for a time of fellowship,  
relaxation, meaningful messages from 
Matthew Thornton, and great food! 
Register by Wednesday, April 17, at  
www.firstevan.org/mens-retreat.

Riverside Resort, Mammoth Spring, AR
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 
His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel

  1  ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m., Chapel 

 6 Meet Memphis  9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.; Meet at ministry location    

 7 Communion 
 12 Life Line Screening  8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 14 Palm Sunday Services "Jesus is Greater: The Message of Hebrews" 
  9:00 & 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary (No Sunday School)  |  Leadership Meeting  4:30 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room 

  Evening Service  6:00 p.m., Chapel 

 15  LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel  | Elder/Deacon Meeting 
 16 Eikon Ministries "Club Nathan"  5:45–6:45 p.m., 3232 Nathan Street, 38112 

  Mentoring Moms  7:00 p.m., Jo Anne Clark's Home (548 Valleybrook Drive) 

 19  Good Friday Communion Service  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary (Childcare: 2 years old and under) 

 19–20 Church Offices Closed Friday–Saturday 
 21  Easter Sunday  Sunrise Service: 7:00 a.m., Sanctuary  |  Fellowship Breakfast: 8:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

  Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.  |  Morning Service: 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary  |  Evening Service: 6:00 p.m., Chapel 
 22  No MDO | Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel 

 24  Last day of Midweek Dinner and Most Activities | Awana Awards Night 
 25  He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center 

 26–28  Men's Retreat  Riverside Resort, Mammoth Spring, AR 

 29 College Mini Finals Coffee House  2:00 p.m.–midnight, College Room

  1  Common Ground and Impact Midweek Ends for Semester 
  Summer Refreshments Registration Begins 
 4  "Let Your Light Shine" Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

 5  Communion 
 6  ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m., Chapel 
 12 Mother's Day  | Child Dedication  10:45 a.m., Sanctuary  | No Evening Service 
 13 Elder/Deacon Meeting 
 19  Spaghetti Lunch and Cake Auction  12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall  
  Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

 20  LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 

 25, 27 Church Offices Closed for Memorial Day Weekend  

 30 He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center | VBS Volunteer Training  6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 31 Common Ground Retreat

 April

 May


