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FOCUS
Psalm 23 is one of the most beloved 
chapters in all of scripture for followers 
of Jesus Christ. The imagery is powerful 
as we think about the role of the actual 
shepherd tending his flock but even 
more so as we think about Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd, tending to His flock, 
the church. 

No one really wants to follow Cole’s gift 
for words and writing. Pastor’s Pensées 
has been a great expression of his desire 
to guide and lead us. The Shepherd’s 
Staff is an attempt to continue with the 
desire to guide and lead our congre-
gation even if it does not have Cole’s 
unique writing style. The Shepherd’s 
Staff title was chosen because the func-
tion of the shepherd’s staff in that day is 
like the function of this monthly article. 

Many of you may have read the book by 
Philip Keller titled, A Shepherd Looks 
at Psalm 23. He does a masterful job  
detailing the purpose and function of 
both the rod and the staff as described 
in this Psalm. He begins this description 
with this great sentence, 

E-NEWS

T H E  S H E P H E R D ' S  S TA F F

Our Elders, Deacons, and Staff desire 
to use this time of transition to draw 
us closer to one another and avoid any 
wandering or loss among the flock.

Keller continues by writing, 

 
We desire to continue to shepherd our 
members who find themselves stuck in 
these hard places. Thank you for the 
privilege to serve you and minister to 
this special group of people known as 
First Evan. We have a rich heritage of 85 
years of gospel-focused ministry in our 
city and across the globe. We desire to 
maintain that focus while we go through 
this time of transition. Ultimately, 
we are grateful that the flock at First 
Evan is under the watchful care of the  
Good Shepherd. 

During this Easter season we will be 
remembering how that Shepherd laid 
down his life for the sheep. None other 
could demonstrate such love and sacri-
fice while not only laying down his life 
but taking it up again in resurrection 
power. Hallelujah, what a Savior! May 
we all keep our eyes focused upon Him!

T h e  Pa t h  A h e a d

“The staff is essentially a symbol 
of the concern, the compassion 
that a shepherd has for his 
charges. No other single word 
can better describe its function 
on behalf of the flock than that 
it is for their ‘comfort.’”

Comfort here implies much more than 
comfortable. Keller outlines three ways 
in which the Shepherd used the staff to 
comfort. Keller’s first point is 

“The staff is used to draw 
sheep together into an  
intimate relationship.” 

The shepherd had a great desire to care 
for and be close with his flock of sheep. 
We know that this is the desire of our 
Good Shepherd to have such a close and 
intimate relationship with each of us. 

“The staff is also used for  
guiding sheep. Again and again 
I have seen a shepherd use his 
staff to guide his sheep gently 
into a new path or through 
some gate or along dangerous, 
difficult routes.”

Clearly, we may see some days ahead 
where we wonder where the path is 
leading and will we find those “green 
pastures and still waters.” Our leaders 
will prayerfully and carefully guide and 
lead our members with a desire to fol-
low the path that God puts before us as 
we not only search for our next Pastor 
but also faithfully continue in the “work 
of the ministry.”

Finally, sheep can find themselves stuck 
in difficult or hard places. No doubt this 
past year was filled with places where 
we all felt stuck. Yet we find so many 
testimonies where a “faithful shepherd” 
may have used some equivalent of the 
staff to untangle us from this hard place.  

By Ken Eriksen, Vice-Chairman of the Session



CHURCH-WIDE

Discover First  Evan

This is a class offered to those inter-
ested in learning more about First Evan 
or desiring membership. Attending the 
class in no way obligates you to join, 
but it is the first step toward member-
ship. Questions can be directed to Jacki  
Stieferman at jstieferman@firstevan.org.  
Register at www.firstevan.org/dfe.

G E T  TO  K N O W 
O U R  E L D E R S

Ken Eriksen 
Vice-Chairman of the Session

Sunday, April 25 (Part I and II) 
4:00–6:00 p.m., Chapel

Ken and Christine Eriksen joined 
First Evan in November 2001 
soon after moving to Memphis 
from Washington, D.C. Ken grew 
up in a single parent home with 
his mom, twin sister and grand-
ma in Puyallup, WA. His mom 
made sure he and his twin sister  
attended church. It was during a 
junior high youth event that Ken 
came to know the Lord as his Sav-
ior. Since then, the Lord brought 
many mentors and men to “train” 
him up in faith. Later Ken and his 
dad had a restored relationship.  

Soon after moving to Washing-
ton, D.C. Ken and Christine met 
in a singles class at church and 
within two years were married. Not 
long after that they were called 
to Memphis to work at Sparks 
Companies, that became Informa  
Economics and is now IHS Markit. 
Ken is a Senior Vice President 
working with clients globally on 
commodity price risk and provid-
ing solutions to transportation 
supply chain issues and needs.  

Ken and Christine have a son 
named Joseph who is a sopho-
more in high school. Both are  
active in the Salt and Light Sunday 
School class where Ken rotates as 
a teacher. Ken has served as chair-
man of the deacons, taught fourth 
through eighth grade boys, trav-
eled to India on a mission trip, 
and presently serves on the Global  
Missions Team on behalf the elders. 

As a family they enjoy sports, Ken 
trying to keep up with Christine 
and Joseph’s golf game, traveling 
to see their families, while Ken 
spends his free time wood working 
building furniture and such.

Please join us as we pray for First 
Evan and how the Lord may lead us 
into the future. Further, we will pray 
for Cole and his family as they seek 
the Lord's will for their next ministry.  
Click here to join the Zoom meeting.

Meeting ID: 863 8809 4094 
Passcode: 758395

F i r s t  E va n  P ra ye r  Fo c u s 
S u n d ay s ,  5 : 0 0 – 5 : 3 0  p . m .  v i a  Zo o m

Please join us as we take the opportu-
nity to honor and thank the Huffmans 
for their many years of ministry at First 
Evan. There will be a basket available if 
you would like to bring a card of appre-
ciation. You are encouraged to bring a 
lawn chair or a blanket.

F a r e w e l l  I c e  C r e a m 
S o c i a l  H o n o r i n g 
C o l e  a n d  Ly n n  H u f f m a n
S u n d ay,  A p r i l  1 1 
A t t e n d  a ny t i m e  b e t w e e n 
3 : 0 0 – 5 : 3 0  p . m .  o n  t h e  E a s t  L aw n

Lynn Ballinger, Under Construction 
Mickey Bowdon, Encouragers,  
Senior/Pastoral Care Ministry 
Chris Cannon, Genesis, FEC Kids 
John Curlin, Epek and Foundations, 
Men's Ministry 
Ken Eriksen, Salt & Light, 
Global Missions 
Hickman Ewing, Cross Generations, 
Women's Ministry 
Eric Fuhrman, The Open Door,  
Worship Ministry 
Bryan Miller, Cross Generations, 
Memphis Ministries 
Jack Pepper, Encouragers 
Andy Pierce, The Open Door 
Joel Scoggins, Journeys,  
Student Ministries 
James Taylor, Heritage Builders,  
Recreation Ministry 
John Touliatos, Heritage Builders 
Kevin Weaver, Pilgrim's Progress

 

Abundant Life: Buzz Fly 
Cornerstone: Lyn McWhorter 
Cross Generations: Hickman Ewing 
Encouragers: Mickey Bowdon 
Epek: John Curlin 
Eternal Perspectives: Larry Fitzgerald 
Focus: Tim Holler 
Foundations: Chris Hogue 
Genesis: Chris Cannon 
Growing in Christ: Gerald Thompson 
Heritage Builders: John Touliatos 
Joint Heirs: Jim Newman 
Journeys: Joel Scoggins 
Lifebuilders: Tom Maschmeyer 
Pilgrim's Progress: Kevin Weaver 
Salt & Light: Ken Eriksen 
Sojourners: Jimmy Garrison 
Soltau Morrow Stevens: Steve Boyd 
Table Talk: Greg Armstrong 
The Open Door: Gene Kaercher 
Under Construction: Lynn Ballinger

Sitting Elders 2020–2021

Lead Shepherding Elders

On the agenda will be the election of 
Elders, Deacons, and Global Missions 
Team members who will begin serving 
in July. In addition, we will be voting 
on the 2021–2022 church budget. We 
will also select two voting members at-
large for the Pastoral Search Commit-
tee. A Dessert Fellowship will follow 
the meeting. Nursery for birth through 
age two.

Annual  Congregational 
Meeting and Dessert Fellowship 
Sunday, May 23,6:00 p.m., Sanctuary

mailto:jstieferman%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://www.firstevan.org/dfe
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86388094094?pwd=SzlacmYxMU5ucnZia0hwU3EwU3V6dz09


WORSHIP

Good Friday Communion 
Service,  April  2 
6:00 p.m., Sanctuary and 
via Livestream

Easter Sunday Worship 
Services,  April  4 
8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 11:00 a.m., 
Sanctuary and via Livestream
We look forward to celebrating the res-
urrection of our Savior with you. We 
have three identical worship services 
so that we do not exceed our social-dis-
tancing capacity for any service. Use the 
link below to register for your service of 
choice by Thursday, April 1 at noon.

Flowers: On Easter Sunday, the cross 
will be on the front steps of the church 
for you to place flowers on in honor of 
our Risen Lord.

Sunday School: We will have normal 
Sunday school hours.

FEC Kids:

Registration is required for FEC Kids, 
and will close on Thursday, April 1, at 
noon. This is separate from registration 
for the service in the Sanctuary.

Breakfast Fellowship: From 9:00–
9:30 a.m. we will offer coffee, hot tea, 
hot chocolate, juice, muffins, and sau-
sage, egg & cheese biscuits outside 
the main kitchen.

FEC Kids Holy Week Registration

Easter Worship Services Registration

Nursery for ages two and under  
(register here). 

I prayed "Dear God, I'm a sinner. 
Can you help me?" 

 "I want to be baptized because 
I want the whole world to know 

that I am a Christian and I follow 
Jesus all the days of my life."

During the coronavirus, baptisms will 
occur on a rolling basis. Only one per-
son or family will be baptized per week 
so that water is not shared. Please con-
tact Jan Spurlin in the Worship Office 
if you would like to be baptized.

Baptism

No childcare for the 8:00 a.m. service. 
Nursery for ages two and under is 
available at 9:30 a.m. 
FEC Kids' Nursery and Sunday 
School is available at 11:00 a.m.

• 
• 
 
•

Nora Duffy 
Baptized March 7, 2021

Join us for fellowship and snacks as 
we watch WALL•E together. All are  
welcome for this family event!

 
S AV E  T H E  DAT E  
Drive-In Movie Night
Friday, May 7, 7:30–9:00 p.m. 
West Parking Lot | Showing: WALL.E

RECREATION & 
FELLOWSHIP

Click here for 
the video » 

https://www.firstevan.org/watch
https://www.firstevan.org/watch
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1682
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/2812
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1682
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/2812
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1682
mailto:jspurlin%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://vimeo.com/523208836
https://vimeo.com/523208836
https://vimeo.com/523208836
https://vimeo.com/523208836


FEC KIDS

Join us as we celebrate the Resur-
rection of our One True King: Jesus!  
Register online here. Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday registration is now 
open and ends Thursday, April 1.

H o l y  We e k

B o o k  F a i r

For additional Easter resources 
like our Holy Week Guide,  

activity pages and videos by 
The Gospel Project for Kids, 

go to www.firstevan.org/feckids. 

Monday–Friday, June 7–11 
6:30–8:30 p.m.,  East Lawn 
Rising Kindergarten–Rising 5th grade

FEC Kids Holy Week Registration

S AV E  T H E  DAT E 
“ K n i g h t s  a t  N i g h t ”  
Va c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  ( V B S )

Our summer Gospel Project activ-
ity pages mailer will go out in April. 
This will be our last activity pages 
mailer. If you and your family are 
continuing to worship from home 
and wish to continue to receive 
these mailers, please contact us at  
feckids@firstevan.org. We have  
enjoyed ministering to your fami-
lies in this way!

Sunday,  April  25,  Fellowship Hall
We have tons of old resources to 
share —and they are FREE to you! 
Bibles, children's books, parenting 
books and much more!

G o s p e l  P ro j e c t  M a i l e r s

5 t h  G ra d e  B i b l e  B r u n c h

Po p s i c l e s  i n  t h e  Pa r k

5 t h  G ra d e  B r i d g e

This will be our first ever EVENING 
VBS! This year we are able to host 
an outdoor, evening VBS for Ris-
ing Kindergarten–Rising 5th Grade, 
with a limited capacity. Monday 
through Thursday night, drop off your  
elementary kids from 6:30–8:30 p.m.  
On Friday evening, bring the  
entire family to enjoy food trucks, live  
music, and an evening of fellowship 
outside together!

Sunday,  May 2,  11:00 a.m.
Parents of 5th graders, please mark 
your calendars for our annual 5th Grade 
Bible Brunch. Invitation to follow. Thursdays, June 24, July 15, and 

July 29, 10:00–11:30 a.m., East Lawn
Bring a beach towel and plan to get 
wet, as we will have sprinklers and 
water fun to cool us off while we enjoy 
time together! All ages are welcome!

Our rising 6th graders are invited 
to join us for popsicles, games, and  
a devotion! 

Tuesdays, June 22, July 13, and July 27 
6:00–8:00 p.m.,  East Lawn

C h i l d  D e d i c a t i o n

If you wish to dedicate your child, 
please register at www.firstevan.
org/childdedication no later than 
Friday, April 23.

Sunday, May 9 (Mother's Day) 
9:30 or 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary

S u m m e r  Fu n !

https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1682
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/holy_week_guidefeckids.pdf
https://www.firstevan.org/feckids#holyweek
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1682
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1682
mailto:feckids%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1682
https://www.firstevan.org/kids-events
https://www.firstevan.org/childdedication
https://www.firstevan.org/childdedication


Dear First Evan Family: 

On March 11, we remember the horrible earthquake and tsunami that struck 
Japan exactly ten years before. We also remember the wonderful things God 
did during that time, how he worked through our devastation and brokenness. 
I remember when Samaritan's Purse came in with relief efforts ready to assist 
the local churches and were shocked to find there weren't any! Instead, we re-
cruited young people from across the nation to lead the recovery efforts with 
Samaritan's Purse. MANY of those young people, experiencing Christian lead-
ership for the first time, received the call to go to seminary and are now plant-
ing churches across Japan. Many churches now flourish in the disaster area. In 
Tokyo, the earthquake sped up all our community building efforts, enabling the 
planting of 10 churches in 10 years in Tokyo.

My book "Aroma of Beauty" (which is newly released) recounts some of the early 
stories of the relief effort and how God moved during that time.

These stories of hope do not just belong to us in Japan 
but to First Evan as well! First Evan played a HUGE role 
in our response to the earthquake, showering us with 
prayer and giving tens of thousands of dollars. God 
blessed your generosity! If you pick up the book, please 
write me a message and let me know what you think! 

God bless you! 
 
Roger Lowther

GLOBAL MISSIONS
“Aroma of Beauty” 
Written by one of our missionaries, 
Roger W. Lowther.

“Roger Lowther knows a  
Japanese lament that goes,  

‘Only storms still sing in the 
forest.’ But he also knows, 

as Dostoyevsky did, that the 
beauty that saves the world has 
within it the call of the Savior, 
who still sings over his creation 

even when decimated by 
cataclysm. Lowther tells a 

gripping story of hope 
enduring beautifully.” 

 Cole Huffman

Meet Memphis  and 
Storehouse Memphis 
Saturday, April 17 and Friday, April 16
The annual Meet Memphis event each spring has be-
come a great venue for First Evan attenders to meet 
and serve alongside our Memphis ministry partners. 
We recognize there will continue to be varying lev-
els of comfort gathering in groups, so we are offer-
ing two opportunities this year and hope you can 
participate with us!
 
Meet Memphis  – As in past years, we have iden-
tified several outdoor projects with ministries 
currently accepting volunteers. We will offer 
these projects on Saturday, April 17, from 8:30 
a.m.–1:00 p.m. We will do all we can encourage 
a healthy environment through outdoor work and 
social distancing.  

Storehouse Memphis  – For ministries not able to facilitate a volunteer group on 
their campus, we will identify one or two key supplies that we can collect to bless 
their ministry. We will create an Amazon wishlist and communicate the list through 
multiple publication methods to make you aware of items needed. They can be 
delivered to the church via Amazon or personally during normal office hours.  

We hope this gives First Evan attenders the option to be generous 
with both their time and treasure! Register for Meet Memphis, or find a 
list of Storehouse donations, at www.firstevan.org/meetmemphis.

This year’s project intends to reach 
into communities who have NOT 
heard the Good News, because they do 
not have access to hearing about Jesus. 
There is no local church nor have they 
ever talked to a follower of Christ.

The fund-raising goal was $20,000. 
We have raised over $30,500 to date! 
Thank you for your generosity!

The funds will be used to provide edu-
cational and vocational training that 
will offer opportunities for people to 
learn simple, yet marketable, skills 
that allow them to earn a living. But 
providing for people physically is only 
the beginning of a relationship that we 
hope will blossom into communities of 
Jesus followers.

MEMPHIS MINISTRIES
Update on Global Missions 
Project: Reaching the Least 
Reached in South Asia

Click here for more information 
on the book.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1953704107
http://www.firstevan.org/meetmemphis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qNc2fC13KGk
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1953704107
https://www.firstevan.org/meetmemphis


STUDENTS

The staff filled Easter baskets for and wrote letters to our Sunshine Seniors 
to remind them how much they are loved and missed!

Sunshine Seniors

CARE

Come enjoy a retreat at the Country 
Place for a weekend focused on find-
ing wisdom In Real Life. Students will 
be given the opportunity to relax away 
from the stress of day-to-day life and 
focus on engaging community and 
learning how the gospel applies in the 
rhythms and experiences of every-
day life. Registration is live! Deadline 
is April 19. We hope to see you there!  
Click here to register. 

Note: During IRL Weekend we will be 
taking COVID precautions following the 
Student Ministry COVID Policy.

I R L  We e ke n d 
Fr i d ay – S a t u r d ay,  A p r i l  3 0 – M ay  2 
T h e  C o u n t r y  P l a c e ,  M o s c o w,  T N

Although Heart to Heart Bible Study  
is finished until fall, we hope you will 
continue staying in God's Word and in 
fellowship with the Body of Christ. One 
way to stay connected is through our 
Summer Refreshments. For those who 
are not familiar, Summer Refreshments 
are small groups that meet at different 
times and for varying lengths through-
out the summer usually in homes, but 
some may meet at the church or via 
Zoom. They can be a Bible study, a book 
study, a topical study or practical in-
struction such as arts and crafts, cook-
ing, healthy living, etc. The groups can 
be exclusively for women or men, or 
they can be coed. Look for information 
on these refreshments in May.

WOMEN

Summer Refreshments

Mentoring Moms is a small group  
gathering for young moms and moms-
to-be to fellowship and to glean wisdom 
from older moms. We will be socially-
distanced on a large screened-in porch. 
Contact Sharon Mrok at smrok@first-
evan.org with questions.

At this point, we are moving forward 
with our Girls' Getaway planning. How-
ever, we realize things may change. Stay 
tuned for the latest updates (click here 
to receive Women's Ministry email up-
dates). We would love your feedback 
for planning purposes: click here for 
a quick survey. Registration will begin 
mid-July.

M e n t o r i n g  M o m s 
Tu e s d ay,  A p r i l  2 7 ,  7 : 0 0  p . m . 
A t  t h e  h o m e  o f  J u l i e  S ay r e s 
( 1 9 5 6  A l d e r b ra n c h  L a n e) 
S p e a ke r :  T B D

Girls'  Getaway 
Friday–Sunday, September 24–26 
Location: TBD 

https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1656
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/student_ministry_covid_policy-2021020112293415.pdf
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1656
mailto:smrok%40firstevan.org?subject=
mailto:smrok%40firstevan.org?subject=
http://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1490
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1FEJkSgDiER4dj5eNnyUMISDaOZp__trAfONELOYIoXE/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1FEJkSgDiER4dj5eNnyUMISDaOZp__trAfONELOYIoXE/viewform?edit_requested=true

