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The attempt to plumb “reasons for” a 
travesty or trial is awkward for us. Plen-
ty are ready to deploy platitudes to help 
us fix it. Make it better. That’s all well 
intentioned usually, but even when the 
reason is known it can still be difficult 
to square with. Knowing the reason 
doesn’t mean we will like it. 
Reasons are like points of light on the 
electromagnetic spectrum. There is 
light we can and cannot see. Or like div-
ing down into the ocean; there is a depth 
at which the pressure becomes too great 
and we have to surface. What do we sur-
face to? 
John said he narrated seven miracles so 
that we might believe in Jesus, and in 
believing have life in His name (John 
20:31). The story of Jesus healing the 
man blind from birth with mud and a 
wash in the waters of Siloam is a story 
about belief and unbelief. Our belief in 
Jesus, our life in His name, is what we 
surface to again and again, not just 
when we’re submerged in troubles. 
The blind man believed in Jesus through 
what Jesus did for him. He saw Jesus 
for who He was. The Pharisees, though 
witnesses to great miracles, remained 
mired in unbelief. They refused to see. 
They rejected life in Jesus’ name.
Belief sees. Unbelief blinds. The blind 
man’s belief in Jesus saw its way to  
worship. The Pharisees’ unbelief was 
blindness to their own self-righteous-
ness. Unbelief can be blind to unrigh-
teousness also, but in this story unbelief 
is blind to self-righteousness. 

PASTOR’S PENSÉES

Cole’s book, He Made the Stars Also: 
Seven Stories That Had to be Told, 
is going to the publisher now (date of 
publication TBD). Below is a short  
excerpt from chapter 6 on the healing of 
the man born blind (John 9). 
Healing congenital blindness was some-
thing no one before Jesus did. It’s hard 
to overemphasize how miraculous a 
miracle it was. The Pharisees were right 
to investigate it because it was unprec-
edented. They were wrong to let their 
investigation mutate into an interroga-
tion of the recipient. 
To that point, no prophet had ever healed 
blindness. Prophets like Elijah and Eli-
sha were given power to bring two boys 
back to life. Elisha, furthermore, struck 
an invading army with temporary blind-
ness. Jewish tradition records a couple 
of alleged healings from blindness, but 
there is no record in Scripture of this 
kind of healing until Jesus. 
Rabbis considered the healing of blind-
ness a greater feat than raising the dead. 
Many Pharisees would have believed 
that. They believed miracles were possi-
ble, unlike their Sadducee brothers from 
across the aisle in the Sanhedrin. The 
healed man himself was appropriately 
blown away by what happened to him: 
“Never since the world began has it been 
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 
man born blind” (John 9:32). He wasn’t 
embellishing things.
His blindness was not just personally 
difficult but relationally alienating. 
Most suspicioned him: he had to be un-
der God’s rebuke. So strongly was that 
the prevailing sense of things, I suspect 
the man sometimes wondered if it was 
really true in his case. Is everyone right 
about me? Jesus said there was, in fact, 

All the Light We
Cannot See
by Cole Huffman

a reason for the man’s blindness: “that 
the works of God might be displayed in 
him” (John 9:3). 
God is always doing more than we know. 
That providence extends over anything 
we have to bear. But Jesus’ reply to his 
disciples’ question about the man born 
blind was an answer and non-answer at 
the same time. It still doesn’t tell us why 
the man had to be blind all those years. 
We’re placed in the tension articulated 
in Deuteronomy 29:29, that some things 
are revealed to us by God and some 
things remain known only to God. As 
Cameron Cole writes of this in Therefore 
I Have Hope, “The secret things—God’s 
reasons, intentions, and plans in the 
trillions of circumstances in the world 
every day—are innumerable . . . God has 
reasons why certain trials have entered 
our lives, and we only have access to an 
infinitesimal fraction of his reasons.”
In her book, Everything Happens for a 
Reason (And Other Lies I’ve Loved), Kate 
Bowler tells about her sojourn through 
Stage 4 cancer. More than the cancer 
itself, she felt people opinionating on 
why she had it, or what God was doing 
in it and through it, would ultimately do 
her in. Bowler called it “the trite cruelty 
in the logic of the perfectly certain,” and, 
“spray painting everything in gold.” Af-
ter writing about her health battle in a 
highly trafficked New York Times article, 
she said:
“My in-box is full of strangers giving rea-
sons. People offer them to me like wild-
flowers they picked along the way. A few 
people want me to cultivate spiritual ac-
ceptance . . . But most everyone I meet is 
dying to make me certain. They want me 
to know, without a doubt, that there is a 
hidden logic to this seeming chaos. Even 
when I was still in the hospital, a neigh-
bor came to the door and told my husband 
that everything happens for a reason. ‘I’d 
love to hear it,’ he replied. ‘Pardon?’ she 
said, startled. ‘The reason my wife is dy-
ing,’ he said in that sweet and sour way 
he has, effectively ending the conversa-
tion as the neighbor stammered some-
thing and handed him a casserole.”
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CHURCH-WIDE

Palm Sunday Services

Evening Service

Sunrise Service

Fellowship Breakfast

Regular Sunday School

Worship Service

Evening Service

Good Friday

Easter Sunday Services

"Jesus is Greater:  
The Message of Hebrews" 

Sunday, April 14

Friday, April 19 
6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

Nursery: 2 years old and under

 
No Nursery

Sunday, April 21

6:00 p.m., Chapel

No Sunday School 
9:00 and 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 
Nursery: 3 years old and under

7:00 a.m., Sanctuary

8:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall

9:30–10:30 a.m.

10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
Nursery: 2 years old and under

Children's Church: 
Preschool and Elementary

6:00 p.m., Chapel

Jared and Heather Carlton  
247 Hawthorne Street 
Memphis, TN 38112

Debra Stickland  
7955 Chimney Top Drive S., Apt. 102 
Memphis, TN 38119

Carolyn Walter  
9624 Sugar Maple Cove 
Memphis, TN 38119

Landon and Donna Whittington  
455 Leonora Drive 
Memphis, TN 38117

Scott and Emily Childs 
7940 Groveshire Court 
Germantown, TN 38138

Robert and Beth Dycus 
236 Leonora Drive 
Memphis, TN 38117

Travis and Vivian  Danis 
3092 Waynoka Avenue, Apt 4 
Memphis, TN 38111

Mallory Rush 
5600 Murff Cove 
Memphis, TN 38119

Welcome New Members!

Sunday, March 31 
12:00–2:00 p.m., East Lawn

Church Picnic

Our semi-annual church picnic will have all 
the staples: pulled pork sandwiches from 
The Hogfather, grilled corn, inflatables for 
the kids, and more! Everyone is invited!

Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast  
Saturday, March 23, 7:30–10:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hall
Cost: $5/person;
$20/family 
This fundraiser makes 
scouting affordable for
every boy by covering 
program, equipment, 
and camping costs. 
Tickets are available from troop members 
Sundays and Wednesdays and the day of 
the event. For more information, please 
contact Richard Marsh at 482-4429.

Life Line Screening
Friday, April 12 
8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Life Line Screening, a leading provider 
of community-based preventive health 
screenings, will offer their affordable, non-
invasive and painless health screenings at 
First Evan for discounted rates. Register 
for a Wellness Package (60–90 min.), 
which includes four vascular tests and an 
osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139*). 
*Register at www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle or call 1-888-653-6450 
to receive a $10 discount off of any package 
priced above $129.

RECREATION

Register Now– 
Monday, March 18. 

Adult Coed
Softball

Sign up to play against teams from 
Grace Evan, Germantown Baptist, Kirby 
Woods, Harvest, and more. There will be 
nine games plus a double-elimination 
tournament. Games will be played 
Tuesday nights starting at 6:30 p.m. 
at Houston Levee Park. Register at  
www.firstevan.org/softball.

Cost: $65/player (includes a jersey) 
First Game: Tuesday, April 9

Baptism  
Sunday, March 31, 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
Please register by Monday, March 18, at 
www.firstevan.org/baptism.

ADULTS

MEN

CARE

ACT II Widows Fellowship 
Monday, March 4, 10:00 a.m., Chapel
Mrs. Betty Stalnecker Gibson will enter-
tain us with songs and her testimony.

LLL Movie Day 
Monday, March 18 
1:00 p.m., Chapel
Showing I Can Only Imagine.

He Cares (Ministry to the homebound) 
Thursday, March 28, 9:30 a.m., Gym Lobby

April 26–28, Mammoth Spring, AR
Register online beginning Sunday, March 17
Speaker: Matthew Thornton

Men's Retreat

You're invited to join us for a time of  
fellowship, relaxation, a meaningful  
message, and great food (one pound  
ribeye steaks!) All are welcome! Bring 
a friend. Registration is first come, first 
served with limited cabins available. When 
reserving a cabin, please list all occu-
pants at once. For more information, visit  
www.firstevan.org/mens-retreat.

presented by the Worship Ministry 
with orchestra

Communion Service



Meet Memphis
Saturday, April 6, 8:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Join us as we spread out across the city to 
make a personal connection and provide 
practical help at several of our Memphis 
Ministry Partner locations. Registration 
is live in the Fellowship Hall or online at 
www.firstevan.org/meetmemphis. 

MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

Open Doors  by Kassie Sanborn, Kreativity/Novo, Ukraine
The morning had come for me to host my first Discovery Bible 
Study (DBS). This study allows non-believers to read the Bible 
and discover God for themselves as they see what Scripture says 
about God and people. I had invited several 
young women over for coffee and this DBS 
discussion, and one woman, Sandra, agreed 
to come. 

I first met Sandra through our weekly 
English speaking club. After we got to know 
her better, she volunteered at our children’s 
English camp last summer alongside the First Evan team. We had never had a deep 
spiritual conversation before our first DBS meeting. We spent some time drinking 
coffee and getting to know each other more. I was so nervous! I didn’t want to control 
the conversation, and I didn’t want her to feel pressured or scared away. I wanted to 
let the Holy Spirit lead. We had a good conversation, but our time was getting shorter, 
and I thought we might not read the Bible that day. All of a sudden, she asked me if I 
would read the Bible. I was shocked! I knew God was there and leading. I read Mark 
2:1-17 aloud. We discussed the passage a little, and then she asked, “Do you know 
much about Jesus?” I had to keep my mouth from hitting the floor. I replied, “Yes, I 
have read about His life. Do you know much about Jesus?” She said she didn’t. I was 
filled with excitement. Wow, God, what an open door!

In a culture that sometimes distances itself from and holds misconceptions about 
faith in Christ, God is still working in the hearts of people. He continues to remind me 
that He is in control and actively working to draw near those who are lost.

GLOBAL MISSIONS

KIDS

Would you like to visit one of our 
Memphis Ministry Partners? To learn 
more or sign up, visit the "See the City" 
wall outside the Memphis Ministries 
Office or contact  Andrew Beach at 682-
8452 or abeach@firstevan.org. We are 
headed to the following locations over 
the next few weeks and invite you to 
join us:

See the City

YSE Arise2Read Program

World Relief Memphis Volunteer
Orientation  Thursday,  March 7 
6:30–8:30 p.m., 5340 Quince Road
Streets Ministries Lunch and Tour

Advance Memphis Lunch and Tour

Thursdays, 5:30–6:45 p.m., First Evan, E135 

Wednesday, March 20 
11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m., 1304 N. Graham St.

Wednesday, March 27 
11:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m., 769 Vance Avenue

Exalted Among The Nations
(Global Missions Conference and KMC  Report)

2019 Short-Term Mission Trips

"Roar!" VBS
Monday–Friday, June 10–14 
Ages: 3½ years old through entering 5th gr.
Registration begins Sunday, March 17
Volunteers, 6th grade and up, are invited 
to help. For details and to watch the VBS 
intro video, visit www.firstevan.org/vbs.

He asked us. 
He challenged us. 
He even begged us. 
Ronnie Stevens, our
speaker during the 
annual Global Missions 
Conference, begged us 
to “Let God decide.” 
Let God decide about our involvement 
in global missions. Everyone should be 
involved in the global proclamation of the 
gospel, Ronnie said. But, how do we know 
what God’s will is for us? The primary 
thing is to draw near to God, know His 
heart, and hear His voice. Then, take a step 
forward and let God confirm your direction 
(Proverbs 4:18). 

With 31 individual FEC Missionaries or 
National Partners in attendance, it was an 
outstanding time of fellowship. We were 
informed about what God is doing around 
the world, we connected First Evaners with 
our missionaries, and we were challenged 
to engage in what God is doing globally.

 
This year at our "Go Tell It On The 
Mountain" Kids' Missions Conference 
we boarded an imaginary plane and 
“flew” to the countries of Nepal, Spain, 
and Uganda where we heard from First 
Evan missionaries about their journeys 
overseas. We got to experience the 
cultures and learn how we can use our 
talents and abilities to show God’s love 
and share the gospel anywhere we go...
exalting God in the earth!

Each of our trips will partner with a FEC 
missionary or ministry partner. There are 
opportunities for Bible teaching and teach-
ing English, working with children and 
youth through VBS and related ministries, 
serving refugees, and evangelizing people 
outside the reach of regular gospel channels.  

Please consider praying for, giving to, or  
going on one of these trips. We can 
help find a trip suitable for you and your 
family. For a complete list of trips or 
more information, contact the Missions  
Office at missions@firstevan.org or visit  
www.firstevan.org/mission-trips. 

Our conference goal was to provide 
$15,000 for projects of the Nepal Gospel 
Centre, including GLOW (God Loves 
Orphans and Widows). This ministry 
offers biblical and practical training 
to equip disadvantaged women to 
support their families and impact their 
communities for Christ. The goal was 
met, but funds are continuing to be 
collected to help further their work.  

Proskuneo Ministries is a group of talented 
musicians who led us in multi-cultural 
worship throughout the weekend. They 
created a spirit of reverence and adoration 
as we praised God for His work in us and 
others around the world.  

Many thanks to all of the volunteers, 
First Evan Staff, missionaries, and First 
Evaners attending as we collectively 
saw God “Exalted Among the Nations.” 
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 
His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel

  2  "Swing Into Spring" Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
 3  Communion | World Prayer Focus  5:30 p.m., Chapel 

 4  ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m., Chapel 

 10 Daylight Saving Time Begins  Spring Forward! 

 11–15 Spring Break (No MDO ; No Heart to Heart; No Midweek Fellowship Meal or activities) 

 13 Common Ground Hiking Trip 
 17 VBS Registration Begins 
 18  LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel | Elder/Deacon Meeting 

 23  Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast  7:30–10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall  

 24  Missions Lunch for Pradip and Judith  12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 28  He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center 

 31  Baptism | Church Picnic  12:00 p.m., East Lawn

  1  ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m., Chapel 

 3  Lifeblood Blood Drive  4:30–7:30 p.m., Meet in Fellowship Foyer 

 6 Meet Memphis  8:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m., Meet at church 

 7 Communion 
 12 Life Line Screening  8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 14 Palm Sunday Services "Jesus is Greater: The Message of Hebrews" 
  9:00 & 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary (No Sunday School)  |  Leadership Meeting  4:30 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room 
 15  LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel  | Elder/Deacon Meeting 
 16 Mentoring Moms  7:00 p.m., Location TBD   
 19  Good Friday Communion Service  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary (Childcare: 2 years old and under) 

 19–20  Church Offices Closed for Easter 
 21  Easter Sunday  Sunrise Service: 7:00 a.m., Sanctuary  |  Fellowship Breakfast: 8:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

  Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.  |  Morning Service: 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary  |  Evening Service: 6:00 p.m., Chapel 
 22  No MDO | Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel 

 24  Last day of Midweek Dinner and Most Activities | Awana Awards Night 
 25  He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center 

 26–28  Men's Retreat  Mammoth Spring, AR 

 29 College Mini Finals Coffee House  2:00 p.m.–midnight, College Room

 March

 April


