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PA S T O R ’ S  P E N S É E S

FOCUS
By Cole Huffman
H i l l s  t o  D i e  O n

During the Memphis snowpocalypse, 
I read a short book by Gavin Ortlund: 
Finding the Right Hills to Die On. He  
offers a fourfold way of ranking doc-
trines. It’s as helpful for the pew as well 
as the pulpit:

Note his distinguishing terms: essential, 
urgent, important, then unimportant. 
No cafeteria approach to the Bible is 
intended, where the reader gets to  
independently decide what matters and 
what doesn’t. Evangelicals have always 
promoted biblical authority because, 
in Ortlund’s words, “it ensures that we  
remain the judged, not the judges, 
in our relation to God and truth.”  
Everything in Scripture is what God wants 
us to know. We believe it all matters.

Evangelical Christians also believe not 
every doctrine in Scripture holds equal 
weight. It requires discernment and 
wisdom to sort the differences well, and 
a deep commitment to fellowship. Much 
of the sorting work has been done for us 
already throughout church history, but 
differences persist. 

What a ranking matrix like Ortlund’s 
does is helps us avoid two ditches. One 

1. First-rank doctrines are  
essential to the gospel itself.

2. Second-rank doctrines are  
urgent for the health and 
practice of the church such 
that they frequently cause 
Christians to separate at 
the level of local church, 
denomination, and/or ministry.

3. Third-rank doctrines are  
important to Christian theology, 
but not enough to justify 
separation or division 
among Christians.

4. Fourth-rank doctrines are  
unimportant to our gospel  
witness and ministry collaboration.

E-NEWS

we land in when we recognize no 
distinction between essential and  
urgent and important. Call that ditch 
fundamentalism. The other ditch is 
when we act like all that matters is  
loving one another and doing good 
works. Call that ditch reductionism—
we’re leaving a lot out that God took 
care to put into the Bible.

How we treat one another over second- 
and third-rank doctrines is a prime  
indicator of whether we value the unity 
of the church, which first-rank doctrine 
is in service to. Take a passage like  
Ephesians 4:4–6: “There is one body and 
one Spirit—just as you were called to the 
one hope that belongs to your call—one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all.” 

See “baptism” there? Is baptism a first-
rank doctrine? Evangelicals do not be-
lieve one must be water baptized to be 
justified by God. Justification by faith 
is one of our first-rank doctrines. At the 
same time, why wouldn’t a believer be 
baptized? While water baptism is not 
essential to faith, neither is it optional. 
This makes it a second-rank doctrine, 
something urgent to the unity of the 
church, but not essential to the gospel 
itself (see 1 Cor. 1:17).

What about third- and fourth-rank  
doctrine examples? To offer a list with-
out the benefit of explanation annoys, 
and I won’t make the explanation space 
in this format. I’ve addressed third- and 
fourth-rank doctrines in preaching—
a series from Romans 14, for instance. 
What we should all be after is the  
flourishing of the church according to 
the blueprint of God (Eph. 2:20). We can 
and do get infallible truth wrong. I’m 
sure I do now and again. Other times we 
get God’s Word right but in the wrong 
spirit. Guilty there too, but I look for-
ward to improving.

“Some doctrines,” Ortlund writes, 
“are on the border between one [rank] 

and another.” We should be wary of 
oversimplification, he means. We can 
even have oversimplified ideas about 
what the unity of the church requires.  
Unity does not require we agree on  
every point of doctrine. Unity requires 
we direct one another back to the gospel 
as the source of our common identity 
and “rightness.”

The gospel is so simple a first grader 
can grasp it. It’s also profound enough 
for that same first grader to be unpack-
ing its wonders fifty, sixty, seventy 
years later.

Ortlund concludes his book with  
this prayer:

“Lord, where we have sinned either 
by failing to love the truth or failing 
to love our brothers and sisters in our 
disagreements about the truth, for-
give us and help us. For those of us 
who tend to fight too much over the-
ology, help us remember that you also 
died for the unity of the church, your 
precious bride. Give us softer hearts. 
For those of us who tend to fight too 
little over theology, help us to feel our 
need for courage and resilience. Give 
us stronger backbones. Help us to 
be people who tremble at your word 
and therefore ultimately fear no one 
but you. Lead us toward that healthy, 
happy balance of adhering to all your 
teaching while embracing all your 
people. Amen.”



CHURCH-WIDE

Sunshine Seniors

Discover First  Evan

Easter is a great time to connect with 
your Sunshine Senior and remind them 
how much they are loved and missed!  
 
Some ideas to send are: an Easter 
basket filled with treats and good-
ies, an Easter card or homemade card 
with kids drawings, or flowers. If you 
need your Sunshine Senior's address, 
or would like to be connected with a  
Sunshine Senior, reach out to Emilee 
Ferweda at eferwerda@firstevan.org. 

This is a class offered to those inter-
ested in learning more about First Evan 
or desiring membership. Attending the 
class in no way obligates you to join, but 
it is the first step toward membership. 
Questions can be directed to Jacki Sti-
eferman at jstieferman@firstevan.org. 
Register at www.firstevan.org/dfe.

N e w  M e m b e r  W e l c o m e

G E T  TO  K N O W 
O U R  E L D E R S

Mary Kate Anderson 
50 Talford Cove 
Eads, TN 38028

Eric Fuhrman 
Chairman of the Session

Sunday, April 25 (Part I and II) 
4:00–6:00 p.m., Chapel

Eric Fuhrman and family joined 
First Evan in 2013. His spiritual 
background was shaped in large 
part by the strong faith he wit-
nessed in both his parents while 
they served in various forms of 
full-time ministry for most of his 
childhood. As a young man Eric was 
able to serve in ministry overseas 
for brief periods of time alongside 
his parents, while also assisting 
his dad who founded a Christian 
disaster relief and training orga-
nization for young men. These 
experiences sparked in him an 
early passion for Christian service.  

Excited to grow and worship with 
the faith family at First Evan, 
Eric and his wife Joanna plugged 
into ministries surrounding the 
age groups of their teenagers and  
elementary school students. Since 
2013, Eric has been active in First  
Evan’s Student Ministries, worship 
committee, music ministry, Person-
nel Committee, Session, and most 
recently Chairman of the Session. 
Professionally, Eric is a commercial 
real estate broker and manager of 
Crye-Leike’s commercial real estate 
division. He and his wife Joanna 
have been married for 24 years and 
have five children, Gabe, Audrey, 
Sam, Ellie and Molly. As a family, 
they enjoy outdoor adventures, all 
kinds of sports, and traveling to 
new places. 

STUDENTS

Come enjoy a retreat at the Country 
Place for a weekend focused on finding 
wisdom In Real Life. Students will be giv-
en the opportunity to relax away from 
the stress of day-to-day life and focus 
on engaging community and learning 
how the gospel applies in the rhythms 
and experiences of everyday life.  
 
Registration begins Sunday, March 21. 
We hope to see you there! 

Note: During IRL Weekend we will be 
taking COVID precautions following the 
Student Ministry COVID Policy.

I R L  We e ke n d 
S AV E  T H E  DAT E : 
Fr i d ay – S a t u r d ay,  A p r i l  3 0 – M ay  1 
T h e  C o u n t r y  P l a c e ,  M o s c o w,  T N

mailto:eferwerda%40firstevan.org?subject=
mailto:jstieferman%40firstevan.org?subject=
mailto:www.firstevan.org/dfe?subject=
https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2365/student_ministry_covid_policy-2021020112293415.pdf


While live-streaming and virtual meet-
ings aren’t as satisfying as being to-
gether with others, they are still an 
incredible blessing from the Lord. The 
capability to gather remotely with audio 
and video in real-time is something our 
ancestors who lived through the 1919 
Spanish Flu could barely have imag-
ined. But these incredible technolo-
gies don’t always work perfectly. Why 
might it work right some weeks, and 
not others? As the saying goes, “a chain 
is only as strong as its weakest link.”  

There are three main links when we live-stream:  
     1) the church 
     2) the carrier 
     3) your home

Here’s a brief overview of where we stand in 2021:

C h u r c h : We’re working hard to ensure that what we send out is an excellent, 
reliable feed. We’ve upgraded some of our audio, video, and switching technol-
ogy, and installed a backup system should our internet-connection fail. Some 
volunteers and staff are now dedicated on Sundays to running components of 
our online service and Sunday Schools.

C a r r i e r : The service comes to you through our website (www.firstevan.org/
watch), Facebook, or YouTube. We also have some seniors who dial-in by phone. 
The carriers we use are generally reliable, but we have occasionally had issues 
as our feed has connected to them or as their computer algorithms have ques-
tioned whether our songs are copyright-compliant (they are). If Facebook or 
YouTube give you trouble, refresh your page or try www.firstevan.org/watch. 
If you see any ads on YouTube, know that they are typically generated based on 
your search and viewing history.
 
H o m e : While we can’t diagnose every technical problem, we’re happy to help 
where we can. If you have consistent difficulty with your connection, a device, 
or other issue that prevents you from joining the service, please reach out and 
we’re willing to help keep you connected.

None of this is foolproof, but know that we’re using some of the best technology 
available and working hard to keep it reliable. God, in His grace, has sustained 
us through the pandemic, and we know He will help us the rest of the way 
through to the end. Let us know if there’s any way we can serve you.

WORSHIP

TECHNOLOGY

Pa l m  S u n d ay,  M a r c h  2 8
9:30 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary and via Livestream

Good Friday Communion Service,  April  2 
6:00 p.m., Sanctuary and via Livestream

Easter Sunday Worship Services,  April  4

The cross will be on the front steps of the church for you to place flowers 
on in honor of our risen Lord.

 
8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary and via Livestream

Due to COVID, we will not have a choral/orchestral service for Palm Sunday. We 
will hold our normal Sunday services, Sunday School, and FEC Kids programming.

We look forward to celebrating the resurrection of our Savior with you. We have 
three identical worship services so that we do not exceed our social-distancing 
capacity for any service. Use the link below to register for your service of choice. 
As always, the Fellowship Hall is available for overflow and the Chapel is strictly 
mask-only for high-risk individuals. We will have normal Sunday School hours. 

FEC Kids Holy Week Registration Easter Worship Services Registration

NOTE: If you have children, please register your child(ren) below for FEC Kids, 
as this is a separate and required registration. Registration for FEC Kids: Holy 
Week is open and will close on Thursday, April 1, at noon.  

Nursery for ages two and under (registration below). 

We offer coffee, hot tea, hot chocolate, 
juice, muffins, and sausage, egg & 
cheese biscuits.

E a s t e r  S u n d ay 
B r e a k f a s t  Fe l l o w s h i p
9:00–9:30 a.m., Outside the Main Kitchen.

https://www.firstevan.org/watch
https://www.firstevan.org/watch
https://www.facebook.com/FirstEvan/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKX8tmv4aVebeW65h6iCpWA
https://www.firstevan.org/watch
https://www.firstevan.org/watch
https://www.firstevan.org/watch
https://www.firstevan.org/watch
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1682
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/2812
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1682
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/2812


Bring your own picnic and meet us for 
a time of fellowship and an opportu-
nity to learn how to share the gospel 
with your family as you hike through 
God's creation!

FEC KIDS

To help prepare our hearts for Easter, 
FEC Kids will be mailing out copies of 
the book God Gave Us Easter to each 
family this month. 

Join us as we celebrate the Resur-
rection of our One True King: Jesus!  
Register online here. Good Friday and 
Easter Sunday registration is now 
open and ends Thursday, April 1.

F a m i l y  P i c n i c  a n d  H i ke 
Pa l m  S u n d ay,  M a r c h  2 8 
1 : 0 0  p . m . ,  S h e l by  F a r m s 
( h o r s e  s t a b l e s  p a r k i n g  l o t )

G o d  G a ve  U s  E a s t e r

H o l y  We e k

K M C  M i s s i o n s  M o n t h  —  M i s s i o n  Po s s i b l e :  S a l va t i o n  A m o n g  A l l  N a t i o n s

For additional Easter resources 
like our Holy Week Guide,  

activity pages and videos by 
The Gospel Project for Kids, 

go to www.firstevan.org/feckids. 

Last month our FEC Kids agents spent the entire month of February learning about the gospel, the church, and our role 
in missions.

 
 

Monday–Friday, June 7–11 
6:30–8:30 p.m. 
Rising Kindergarten–Rising 5th grade 

FEC Kids Holy Week Registration

S AV E  T H E  DAT E 
“ K n i g h t s  a t  N i g h t ”  
Va c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  ( V B S )

Join us in prayer as we tentatively plan 
for VBS 2021.

mailto:https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1788?subject=
https://www.firstevan.org/feckids#holyweek
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1788
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1788


GLOBAL MISSIONS

C o n f e r e n c e  P r o j e c t : 
R e a c h i n g  t h e  Le a s t  R e a c h e d
This year’s project intends to reach 
into communities who have NOT 
heard the Good News, because they do 
not have access to hearing about Jesus. 
There is no local church nor have they 
ever talked to a follower of Christ.

By providing educational and voca-
tional training, our ministry partners 
gain credibility in the community. 
This year we seek to establish train-
ing centers that will offer opportu-
nities for people to learn simple, yet 
marketable, skills that allow them to 
earn a living. But providing for people 
physically is only the beginning of a 
relationship that we hope will blossom 
into communities of Jesus followers. 
You can give online here.

“ T h e  Le a s t  R e a c h e d ”  G l o b a l  M i s s i o n s  C o n f e r e n c e
This year’s Global Missions Conference was unique! While the main sessions 
were in-person and live-streamed, the heart of the Conference occurred over 
Zoom where we could talk with each of our missionaries, where they live. Jason 
Seville did an excellent job of teaching us a Biblical foundation for why reaching 
the least reached is important. He also emphasized the importance of the local 
church in the work of missions and challenged us with the thought that success 
should be measured by faithfulness. 

The goal of the Conference was to Inform, Connect, and Engage. Friday night 
was called “Missiology 101.” We were informed on some core concepts about 
missions and about reaching the least reached people groups around the world. 
The Zoom “Meet & Greets” with all of our missionaries allowed us to connect 
personally with each one and allowed many of our people to get to know them 
better. Then, the Sunday night service focused us on our engagement in God’s 
mission by outlining various “next steps” that each of us could pursue with the 
Holy Spirit’s direction. 

Worship is always an important aspect of every Conference. Ken Boer and his 
worship team took us in to a deeper relationship with the Lord via song and 
scripture. Matthew Jat, originally from Myanmar (Burma), was highlighted as 
he assisted the worship team. Cortney Cannon and the Children’s Ministry had  
Mission Possible: Salvation Among All Nations, where the kids learned about First 
Evan missionaries and were challenged to consider and pray for people who had 
never heard the name Jesus or never had the opportunity to know a Christian. 

“That your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.” 
(Psalm 67:2) As we give praise to our Heavenly Father, may we consider how we 
might be involved in reaching THE LEAST REACHED. 

We'd love your feedback on the conference. Please click here to take this 
two-minute survey.

What is God’s mission? 
Why is it important? 
How do I fit in to what God is doing? 
 
These questions will be addressed 
as we begin a six-session series on  
rethinking God’s mission. Bring a 
friend and come join us! 
 
MomentumYes is: 

 

Call the Missions Office for more 
details or visit www.momentumyes.
com. Register here.

MomentumYes 
Wednesdays, Beginning March 24 
6:30–8:00 p.m. | In-person or via Zoom.

an easy-to-use tool, which teaches, 
inspires, and equips everyday  
people to rethink God’s mission. 

designed to actively engage  
believers in taking the next steps 
in God’s mission.
 
a video series for small groups, 
which will enable this generation 
to carry out the mission.

•

•

•Join us for our quarterly time of 
prayer for our missionaries, our 
world, and our city. Click here to join 
the Zoom meeting.

Meeting ID: 863 8809 4094 
Passcode: 758395

Wo r l d  P ra ye r  Fo c u s 
S u n d ay,  M a r c h  1 4 ,  6 : 0 0 – 7 : 0 0  p . m . 
Fe l l o w s h i p  H a l l  o r  v i a  Zo o m

https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/Give/missions-project
https://forms.gle/bnCHm37M7ipDMk9K7
https://www.momentumyes.com
https://www.momentumyes.com
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1801
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86388094094?pwd=SzlacmYxMU5ucnZia0hwU3EwU3V6dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86388094094?pwd=SzlacmYxMU5ucnZia0hwU3EwU3V6dz09


RECREATION YOUNG 
ADULTS

Every Thursday via social media and email, a challenge will be sent out 
from the Recreation Ministry to encourage participation with one of the 
R.E.A.C.H activities. The R.E.A.C.H Program is an outreach initiative  
created to engage and connect with our members and neighbors. So far, we've had 
a cookie challenge for Recreation, sent Encouragement in the form of Valentine's 
Day cards and letters, had an Arts lesson on quick sketches, contours, and eyes-
closed drawings, and welcomed Community involvement at Break and the Global 
Missions Conference. Send pictures of you completing your weekly challenge to 
Jeffery Johnson at jjohnson@firstevan.org or DM @fec_recreation on Instagram.

Break is our new young adult gathering 
hosted on Wednesday nights in the Fel-
lowship Hall. Right now we're exploring 
the depth of the Beatitudes. Join us for 
worship, teaching, prayer, and fellowship 
as we strive for a life together in Christ. 

Contact Josh Hudson at jhudson@ 
firstevan.org with questions. Follow us 
on Instagram @break.youngadults.

B r e a k  //  Yo u n g  A d u l t s 
We d n e s d ay s ,  7 : 0 0  p . m . 
Fe l l o w s h i p  H a l l

E S C R A  S p r i n g  S o c c e r 
S e a s o n :  S a t u r d ay s ,  A p r i l  1 0 – 
M ay  2 2  ( 6  g a m e s ) 
C o s t :  $ 6 5 /p l aye r 
( i n c l u d e s  u n i f o r m )
* * * M U S T  R E G I S T E R  B Y  F R I DAY, 
M A RC H  5 ! * *  C L I C K  H E R E .
If you have a child who is between the 
ages of 4 and 12 years old, the ESCRA 
league is a great option to participate 
in. Full details here.

If you are interested in coaching, please 
contact Jeffery Johnson at jjohnson@
firstevan.org or call 901-683-7700.

mailto:jjohnson%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/fec_recreation/?hl=en
mailto:jhudson%40firstevan.org?subject=
mailto:jhudson%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/break.youngadults/?hl=en
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1288
https://www.firstevan.org/soccer
mailto:jjohnson%40firstevan.org?subject=
mailto:jjohnson%40firstevan.org?subject=


MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

Meet Memphis
and Storehouse Memphis 
Saturday, April 17

Life Choices of  Memphis
“Bottles  for  Life”  Campaign  – During the month of January we distributed baby 
bottles to fill with change to benefit Life Choices. We want to thank you for fill-
ing 70 bottles that have been delivered for their campaign. Life Choices is still 
collecting and counting funds, but we will keep you posted. 

Baby Coaches  – There are a few great opportunities to serve with the Life Choices 
ministry. There is a volunteer need for baby coaches who will befriend expectant 
mothers as they walk throughout and  after their pregnancy. Contact Andrew 
Beach at abeach@firstevan.org to get connected.

40 Days of  Prayer  – There is an opportunity to pray for the unborn through 
March 28. You can register to pray at https://www.40daysforlife.com/memphis.
Please contact Cindy Granger  901-336-0736 at cgranger06@hotmail.com for 
more details.

The annual Meet Memphis event each 
spring has become a great venue for 
First Evan attenders to meet and serve 
alongside our Memphis ministry part-
ners. We recognize there will continue 
to be varying levels of comfort gather-
ing in groups, so we are offering two 
opportunities this year and hope you 
can participate with us!
 
Meet Memphis  – As in past years, we 
have identified several outdoor proj-
ects with ministries currently accept-
ing volunteers. We will offer these 
projects on Saturday, April 17, from 
8:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. We will do all we 
can encourage a healthy environment 
through outdoor work and social dis-
tancing. Registration will begin the 
first week of March!
 
Storehouse Memphis  – For ministries 
not able to facilitate a volunteer group 
on their campus, we will identify one 
or two key supplies that we can collect 
to bless their ministry. We will create 
an Amazon wishlist and communicate 
the list through multiple publication 
methods to make you aware of items 
needed. They can be delivered to the 
church via Amazon or personally dur-
ing normal office hours.
 
We hope this gives First Evan at-
tenders the option to be generous 
with both their time and treasure!  
Beginning March 2, you can register 
for Meet Memphis, or find a 
list of Storehouse donations, at  
www.firstevan.org/meetmemphis.

Fo o d  D r i ve 
Fr i d ay,  M a r c h  1 2  f r o m  
9 : 0 0  a . m .– 3 : 0 0  p . m .  a n d 
S u n d ay,  M a r c h  1 4 
9 : 0 0  a . m .– 1 2 : 0 0  p . m . 
Drop off items in the Fellowship Hall
We are collecting food for Christ’s 
Community Church and Pastor Lemar  
Walker to distribute to their community. 
Sign up for specific items by clicking 
this link. Monetary donations will also 
be accepted to purchase a meat entrée.
 

https://www.firstevan.org/meetmemphis
https://lifechoicesmemphis.org/
mailto:abeach%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://www.40daysforlife.com/memphis 
mailto:cgranger06%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://www.firstevan.org/meetmemphis
https://lifechoicesmemphis.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4ea5a622abfb6-sunday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4ea5a622abfb6-sunday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4ea5a622abfb6-sunday

