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To do this well requires some things  
to bear. 
The evangelical church has an embar-
rassment of riches for resourcing fami-
lies. To follow the script is to assume our 
family will become a beacon of exem-
plary virtues to attract (or, for some, to 
shame) the pagans down the street. But 
at times they need to see our hope more 
than our exemplariness. George Bush 
put it well when eulogizing his father: 
“He accepted that failure is part of liv-
ing a full life, but taught us never to be 
defined by failure.” 
“As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord” (Josh. 24:15). That looks nice 
etched into a pewter doorknocker. It de-
fines the Christian home. But what does 
it mean? 
It means there will be endurance in the 
face of whatever comes knocking. There 
will be encouragement from God in and 
through every failure that is part and 
parcel of a full life. And there will be 
hope because our Savior is not only pres-
ent in our home and Lord of our home. 
He is our home. We are His family.
This makes me happy.

PASTOR’S PENSÉES

am’s broken family. Job’s grown children 
were happy in that they enjoyed each 
other’s company. The text says they 
feasted together frequently. 
It kept their father up at night. Not be-
cause he feared Sabean raiding parties 
would attack them, but because he wor-
ried that his children might “curse God 
in their hearts” (Job 1:5). This was the 
unthinkable for Job. So the narrator de-
scribes conscientious Job, many morn-
ings after, rising early to offer God burnt 
sacrifices on his kids’ behalf.
Job died “full of days” (Job 42:7), living 
140 years after calamitous events that 
included the deaths of those children. 
He saw his fortune restored and descen-
dants to the fourth generation. That 
phrase full of days is on David’s epitaph, 
too: “He died at a good age, full of days, 
riches, and honor” (1 Chron. 28:29). But 
he too experienced intense family pain. 
The trouble “man is born to” (Job 5:7) 
can visit us hardest through those we’re 
born to or those born to us.
Consider David’s great-grandmother, 
Ruth. Boaz married her, a beautiful 
story of grace, but we cringe a bit at the 
engagement party toast, like it emerged 
from the mouth of some Cousin Eddie 
in attendance: “And may your house 
become like the house of Perez, whom 
Tamar bore to Judah” (Ruth 4:12). Did 
they have to include that part? Tamar 
was Judah’s daughter-in-law. Even in the 
happy moment of kinsman redeeming, 
securing the future of a Moabite widow 
through whom the Savior of all would 
come, there is that in the background. 
[In the foreground also: David named 
one of his daughters Tamar, a name of 
honor among Judeans. But the sexual as-
sault David’s Tamar suffered, in her own 
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family, forever moored her name to trag-
edy (2 Sam. 13:20). Most daughter narra-
tives in Scripture are tragedies, in fact]  
Consider Samuel’s family, a page past 
Ruth. His father had two wives. Samuel’s 
mother, Hannah, suffered infertility. 
The rival wife needled her for it merci-
lessly. In the Bible we see polygamy al-
ways descended into rivalry or idolatry. 
Samuel was everything Hannah wanted 
but her grandsons through him grew up 
to be absolute louts (1 Sam. 8:1-5).
In the New Testament, Paul is of the 
opinion it is wiser not to marry in order 
to avoid certain troubles (1 Cor. 7:28). 
He knows most will marry and have 
children. He praises his protégé Timo-
thy’s heritage: “I am reminded of your 
sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in 
your grandmother Lois and your mother 
Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you 
as well” (2 Tim. 1:5). Why no mention of 
Timothy’s father? Was he absent to his 
son’s spiritual formation? 
What of Jesus’ own brothers thinking him 
crazy (John 7:5)? Or that time Jesus said 
our households might call us crazy for fol-
lowing Him (Matt. 10:36)? When it comes 
to the family, the Bible shows us the stain 
of sin is not just present, it is glaringly so, 
like tomato sauce dribbled down a white 
shirt. Sin requires that we go for our own 
will our own way, and we tend to get that 
all over those we’re closest to.
Why must the Bible include all these old 
family tragedies, like so many skeletons 
in the closet? This is why: “Whatever 
was written in former days was written 
for our instruction, that through endur-
ance and through the encouragement 
of the Scripture we might have hope” 
(Rom. 15:4). 
Endurance. Encouragement. Hope. The 
value of former-day stories is they fill 
our present days with lasting hope. We 
aren’t the first grandfathers, grand-
mothers, fathers, mothers, sons, daugh-
ters, brothers, or sisters in need of the 
grace and mercy of God to see our fam-
ily through. As Anne Lamott put it, “If 
the earth is forgiveness school, family is 
your postdoctoral fellowship.” The fami-
ly is the place where we have to cultivate 
at least forbearance if not forgiveness. 

Happy families do  
exist, maybe just not 
in the Bible. 
Consider Job, the 
somewhere-east-of-
Eden neighbor of Ad-



A Colorful Day  
“My Anchor Holds”
Saturday, February 9  
9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
Cost: $10  (additional cost for some sessions) 
Registration begins Sunday, January 13
Join us for a special day filled with learning, 
creativity, and encouragement. You will have 
the opportunity to sign up for two electives 
taught by women of First Evan and will 
be treated to a brunch between sessions. 
Kellie (Edmundson) Turnage will share her 
testimony during the brunch about how 
God was her anchor during a difficult time 
in her life. This day provides a wonderful 
opportunity to invite neighbors, friends, and 
loved ones to experience the community we 
have at our church. Childcare is provided. 
Registration and information: www.
firstevan.org/colorful.

Mentoring Moms 
Tuesday, January 29, 7:00 p.m. 
JoLynn Hezlep's Home 
(8996 Cairn Ridge Dr., Germantown, TN)
All young moms and moms-to-be are invited 
to hear from Dotsy Liles as she speaks on 
"Using Children's Literature to Introduce 
Quality Character Traits To Your Family."

Save the Date:  
Meet Memphis  
Saturday, April 6
Join us as we engage 
our neighbors across 
the city. Registration 
begins mid-February. 
We look forward to 
serving together.

Heart to Heart  
Women’s Bible Study
"Joshua: Anchored  
in the Battles of Life" 
Written by Crickett Keeth 
Tuesdays, January 8–March 5 
9:30–11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Wednesdays, January 9–March 6 
6:15–8:00 p.m., Chapel; Cost: $7
Join us for a seven-week study on the book 
of Joshua. Just as Joshua and the Israelites 
fought battles in the promised land, we, 
too, will face battles in life. Our strength 
in the middle of the battles comes from 
being anchored in Christ. Registration 
and information: www.firstevan.org/
womens-bible-studies.

WOMENCHURCH-WIDE

Discover First Evan  
Sundays, January 27 
and February 3, 9:30-10:30 a.m., E236 
DFE is a class for anyone interest-
ed in learning more about First Evan 
or desiring membership. Attending both 
parts 1 and 2 of the class is required 
for membership. If you are interested 
in attending the class, please register 
by Wednesday, January 16 at 
www.firstevan.org/dfe. Questions can 
be directed to Jacki Stieferman at 
jstieferman@firstevan.org.

Welcome New Members!  

Women’s Christmas Dinner
Thanks to all who made the Women’s 
Christmas Dinner a success! Thanks to 
the women who decorated tables, the 
men who escorted the women in and 
waited on tables, and Dan Frazier for be-
ing the production manager. 556 women 
attended to hear Kelly Minter point us 
to Jesus as we moved into the Christmas 
season. A great time was had by all! 

RECREATION
FREE 12-Week 
Movement Workshop
January 2–March 27 
Wednesdays, 12:00–1:00 p.m. 
and Fridays, 7:30–8:30 a.m. 
Multi-Purpose Room
Designed with the busy individual in 
mind, learn six basic movements that 
you can apply to every training session 
over the course of twelve weeks. You have 
the freedom to select a few classes which 
most interest you, or attend all of them! 
If you decide to attend each workshop, 
you only need to attend ONE workshop 
every two weeks! Go to www.firstevan.
org/movement-workshop for more details. 
Sign up at the recreation desk and/or email 
bberry@firstevan.org with any questions.

Please begin praying about upcoming 
nominations for the offices of elder and 
deacon. Because leadership is so vital, our 
Lord Himself prompts and places men in 
areas of service within our fellowship. True 
elders and deacons will be found already 
doing the work. It is our task to discern 
who those individuals may be. Please give 
prayerful consideration to any nomina-
tions you would like to make. A biblical 
description of the kind of men we should 
identify is available on the First Evan 
website. The nomination forms will be 
available the first three Sundays in Jan-
uary on tables outside the Sanctuary.

Elder and Deacon Nominations

Financial Peace 
University (FPU)  
January 9–March 6, 
6:15–7:45 p.m., A221 

Ashley Reesman 
1169 Union Ave., Apt. 448 
Memphis, TN 38104

Bill and Charlotte Underwood 
3800 Kearney Ave. 
Memphis, TN 38111 

Kate Vowell 
2431 Fite Rd. 
Memphis, TN 38127

Suzanne Winston 
3074 Honey Tree Dr. 
Germantown, TN 38138

Midweek

The cost is only $6/adult, $3/child (up 
to 10 years old) with a family max of 
$30. $7 per take home meal.

Activities: Drop off the kids (six weeks 
through 5th grade) at 6:00 p.m. and 
you'll have no problem making it to any 
of the other Midweek offerings by 6:15.  
Most activities end at 7:30 with a few 
lasting until 8:00, but all the kids are 
cared for until 8:00 if needed. 

Don't limit your connection with First 
Evan to Sunday only! Join us to 
enrich your spiritual walk and deepen 
your relationships with others in 
our fellowship.

Visit www.firstevan.org/midweek for 
more information and to register 
for activities. 

Attending or volunteering and 
need childcare? www.firstevan.org/
midweek-childcare 

Wednesdays,  
January 9–April 24
(No Meeting March 13)

Fellowship Dinner: 
5:00–6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

(Ages 5 and under.)

MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

A 9-week video curriculum, taught by finan-
cial expert Dave Ramsey. FPU is highly enter-
taining for everyone, with a unique combina-
tion of humor, informative financial advice, 
and Biblical messages. For registration and 
more information, visit www.firstevan.org/
fpu or contact Don Warren at dwarren@
firstevan.org. 
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Build a firm foundation on God’s Word in 
your children’s lives through our Awana pro-
gram. Children will participate in handbook 
time (Scripture memorization and recita-
tion), council time (songs, Bible stories), and 
game time. Register now at www.firstevan.
org/awana. For more information, email 
children@firstevan.org. 

CRASH! 
Trash Can Band  
with Doris Shifflette  
January 9–April 24 
(No Meeting March 13) 
6:00–7:30 p.m., A111
3rd–5th grade; Cost: $40/child
This unique percussion ensemble will learn 
and perform God's Word in engaging rhythms 
by playing on aluminum/rubber trash cans 
and various "crashing" items. The repertoire 
will model the Orff Schulwerk method of 
utilizing creative rondos to form organized 
rhythmical compositions. The curriculum 
will focus strictly on God's Word. Register 
now at www.firstevan.org/crash. For more 
information, email children@firstevan.org.

Awana  
Wednesdays, 
January 9–April 24   
(No Meeting March 13)   
6:00–7:30 p.m., Age 3 (by March 12;   
must be potty-trained)  through 5th 
grade, Cost: $35 per child/year  
(additional fees for shirts, vests, and extra books)

MEN

MISSIONS

Children's Choir 
January 9–April 24
(No Meeting March 13) 
5:30–6:00 p.m., E143 
1st–5th grades; Director: Rachael Boer 
Help your children develop their musical 
skills and worship God with others! This 
choir will sing in the Sunday service oc-
casionally during the semester. Rehearsal 
is at 5:30 so kids can eat dinner, come to 
choir, and then join Awana/CRASH! Regis-
ter now at www.firstevan.org/midweek-
kids#childrens-choir. For more informa-
tion, email jspurlin@firstevan.org.

3-5 year olds, C-Wing K–2nd grade, Gym 3rd–5th Grade, Gym

Equipping Elective  
(Discipleship/Missions) 

"Seeking Shalom"  
with Andrew Beach  
and Jim Pendleton 
Wednesdays, January 9–February 13, A211
"Seeking Shalom" is a six-week, video-based 
series on how our traditional approaches 
to poverty may not bring about long-term 
gospel transforming outcomes. Those who 
attend this series will gain a richer biblical 
understanding of poverty. They will also 
learn how to bring the peace and love of  
God to our neighbors by building dignity  
into each person through cross-cultural  
community. For registration and more  
information: www.firstevan.org/equipping- 
elective or contact Andrew Beach at abeach 
@firstevan.org.

KIDS Child Dedication  
Sunday, February 10 
10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
If you wish to dedicate 
your child, please register at www.
firstevan.org/childdedication no later 
than Wednesday, January 30.

 
Father Daughter Dance
Thursday, January 24 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Cost: $10/person 
($30 max)
Fathers and daughters 
of all ages are invited 

Men's Bible Study  
"Deuteronomy and Joshua" 
with Buddy Jones
Mondays , February 4–
April 29, 6:30–8:00 p.m.  
Fellowship Hall
The Old Testament books 
of Deuteronomy and 
Joshua recount how God 
completed His great work of redemption 
for the nation of Israel. In Deuter-
onomy, God gives the nation a fi-
nal message about being God's cov-
enant people. In Joshua, God brings 
His people into the Promised Land and 
gives them rest from their enemies.  
For registration and more information: 
www.firstevan.org/mens-bible-studies.

Men's Group 
Mere Christianity 
with Seth Stevens 
January 9–April 17
6:30–8:00 p.m., A202
We will be studying C.S. 
Lewis’s “Mere Christi-
anity” which provides 
a powerful and time-
less explanation of the central beliefs of 
Christianity. We will have a brief lesson, 
followed by small group discussion and 
prayer. For registration and more  
information, visit www.firstevan.
org/mens-bible-studies.

Save the Date: Men's Retreat 
April 26–28, Mammoth Spring, AR

Global Missions Conference 
"Exalted Among the Nations"  
Friday–Sunday, February 22–24 
Speaker: Ronnie Stevens     
Special Music: Proskuneo
Kids' Missions Conference (Age 3–5th gr.) 
"Go Tell It On The Mountain" 

Men's Fish Fry 
Tuesday, February 12 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Guest Speaker: Ronnie Stevens 
Join us for an evening of fish, food, 
and fellowship. For tickets, contact 
Shawn Wilkins at 831-5824, Jack Pepper 
at 833-0721, or you may email 
men@firstevan.org. Cost: $7/person or 
$50/table.
 

ACT II Widows Fellowship   
Monday, January 7, 10:00 a.m., Chapel
Nancy Holcomb will speak. For more infor-
mation, contact Cathy Graham at 685-1028.

He Cares (Ministry to the homebound) 
Thursday, January 31 
9:30 a.m., Soltau Center
For more information, contact Rhonda  
Finfrock at 683-0757.

to a fun night of dinner, dancing, and 
dessert! Ticket sales begin January 1:  
www.firstevan.org/father-daughter.

Sunday Evening Service Series  
"Jesus Changes Everything"  
with Stacy Tyson; January 6–February 17 
6:00 p.m., Chapel

Baptism  
Sunday, January 13, 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary
Please register by Thursday, January 3 at 
www.firstevan.org/baptism.

Worship Choir  Sanctuary 
Come be a part of this intergenerational 
group that loves to lift praises to the Lord 
in song and to support the congregation 
in its worship. The Worship Choir will also 
prepare for our annual Palm Sunday service 
with full symphony orchestra. For more  
information, contact Jan Spurlin at  
jspurlin@firstevan.org.

WORSHIP

CARE
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 
His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel

 January

  3  Communion | Discover First Evan (Part 2)  9:30 a.m., E236   
 4  ACT II Widows Fellowship 10:00 a.m., Chapel 

  Men's Bible Study Resumes  6:30–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 9 A Colorful Day  9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 

 10 Child Dedication  10:45 a.m., Sanctuary 

 11  Deacon/Elder Meeting 

 12 Men's Fish Fry  6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 16  Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast  7:30–11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

 18  LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 
 22–24  Global Missions Conference | Kids' Missions Conference 
 25  Caregivers 7:00 p.m., Chapel 

 28  He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center

 

 1 Church Closed for New Year's Day 
 2  Free 12-Week Movement Workshop Begins 
  Wednesdays, 12:00–1:00 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room 

  Fridays, 7:30–8:30 a.m., Multi-Purpose Room  
 4–6  Impact Ski Trip  
 6  Communion   
 7 ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m., Chapel 
 8  Heart to Heart Women's Bible Study Begins  9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

 9 Midweek Begins, Dinner and Activities for all ages  5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall  

 13  Baptism | Missions Lunch: Chris and Ashley 12:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

   Sunday School Leadership Meeting  4:30 p.m., Multi-Purpose Room 

 14  Deacon/Elder Meeting 
 18–20  Common Ground Winter Retreat | Impact Winter Lock-In  

 19, 21  Church Closed for MLK Holiday 

 24  Father Daughter Dance  6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 27  Discover First Evan (Part 1)  9:30 a.m., E236 

 29  Mentoring Moms  7:00 p.m., JoLynn Hezlep's Home (8996 Cairn Ridge Dr., Germantown, TN) 
 31  He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center

 February


