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PA S T O R ’ S  P E N S É E S

FOCUS
By Cole Huffman
M i s t a ke s  W e r e  M a d e

Mistakes were made. 

If you could fish with that line, you’d 
never stop pulling them from the wa-
ter, because there is no one who doesn’t 
make mistakes. 

By definition, mistakes are accidental 
rather than on purpose. Even the Law of 
Moses had a category for mistakes called 
“unintentional sins.” To err is human.

Recently, I read Mistakes Were Made 
(But Not By Me): Why We Justify Foolish 
Beliefs, Bad Decisions, and Hurtful Acts. 
In it, the authors relate a story about 
Tom Watson Sr., IBM’s founder and 
leader for over forty years: “A promising 
junior executive of IBM was involved 
in a risky venture for the company and 
managed to lose over $10 million in the 
gamble. It was a disaster. When Watson 
called the nervous executive into his of-
fice, the young man blurted out, ‘I guess 
you want my resignation?’ Watson said, 
‘You can’t be serious. We’ve just spent 
$10 million educating you!’”  

It’s not how many mistakes are we al-
lowed to make—in career or marriage or 
parenting—it’s how do those mistakes 
make us. Am I humbler? Am I more open 
to asking for help? Am I less enthralled 
by the illusion of always being in control? 
 
No one ever really loses the baggage of 
life, but God can redeem our mistakes. 
Grace does abound to the chiefs of sin-
ners. Grace can be full of surprises.

Years ago, I uttered a mild crudity in the 
pulpit while giving an illustration. It 
was an early December Sunday. I spent 
the next two weeks taking a good bit of 
heat for what I’d quoted, even receiv-
ing a censure from the Session. It all felt 
disproportional to actual offense, but 
when I thought about it, I realized I had 
indeed offended.

By Christmas Eve, I had “garlic in my 
soul,” as the Grinch lyric puts it. A fixed 
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law of preaching is: 
Don’t preach angry. 
We all have irri-
tants, things that 
bug us, people who 
upset us. Preach-
ers do too, yes. 
But no preacher 
should spike a ser-
mon with his bile, 
and certainly not at 
Christmastime.

My Christmas Eve 
message that year 
was not a celebra-
tion of the Savior or 
gratitude for grace 
that still makes angels sing. Instead, 
I poked at the congregation for our 
grudges and hypocrisies. I decked the 
halls. It was so bad, I even quoted John 
Lennon. Confrontation can be right, 
but my spirit was wrong. Wrong place. 
Wrong time.

I wince at my thin-skinned pride, re-
membering that. I heard later it cost us 
a family or two who decided they’d had 
enough of me. (I don’t blame them. I get 
fed up with me too.)

But God. He doesn’t get fed up with me 
or you. He didn’t ask for my resignation. 
He even redeemed my failure in a most 
unexpected way. 

A few Christmases later, a family we 
knew endured a terrible tragedy—the 
sudden death of their daughter’s hus-
band. He was a young father also. The 
wife asked me to speak at his service. I 
didn’t know her, never met her husband. 
Why me? I asked.

She told me she was in attendance at 
that worst ever Christmas Eve service 
of mine. She hadn’t expected to hear a 
minister of a polished church proceed 
as I did, but she saw honesty in it, knew 
something was behind it. As a result, 
she considered me emotionally trust-
worthy to minister to her family in their 
shock and grief. Her kindness to me—

and coming from far worse pain than 
I’ve ever known—I still value today.

What I have learned, mostly through 
struggles and failures, is that nothing 
is too difficult for the Lord to over-
come. He can use just about anything to 
build and shape us. There are times God 
makes His grace more real to us in com-
ing behind our mistakes to show us He 
is doing more than we know. 

“Sovereignty” is not an eleven-letter-
word crossword puzzle synonym for 
its all good. When mistakes are made, 
damage is done. I’m at fault in my 
faults, not God. 

But God is wiser than our mistakes. He 
may not always soothe the regret we 
feel or the shame we bear (though He 
doesn’t inflict shame or regret). But be-
cause He remains involved with us for 
the whole of life, even the consequences 
of mistakes we make along the way can 
take turns we don’t expect. 

Not everything is about lessons we have 
to learn. But we do need to learn that 
God can meet us where we don’t expect 
to find Him. Because that’s true, we’re 
really never on our own. He sticks to us 
more closely than our mistakes do.



CHURCH-WIDE

Sunshine Stockings for Seniors
Thank you to everyone who filled a 
stocking! We were blown away by your 
generosity, and your thoughtful gifts 
and treats blessed the recipients. 

Please begin praying about upcom-
ing nominations for the offices of 
elder and deacon. Because leader-
ship is so vital, our Lord Himself 
prompts and places men in areas of 
service within our fellowship. True 
elders and deacons will be found 
already doing the work. It is our 
task to discern who those individu-
als may be. Please give prayerful 
consideration to any nominations 
you would like to make. A biblical 
description of the kind of men we 
should identify is available here. 
The nomination forms will be avail-
able beginning January 10 and need 
to be submitted by January 27.  
The submission of nomina-
tions is limited to First Evan 
members only.

Discover First Evan 
Sunday, January 31, 4:00–6:00 p.m., E236
This is a class for anyone interested in 
learning more about First Evan or desir-
ing membership. Questions can be direct-
ed to Jacki Stieferman at jstieferman@
firstevan.org. Register here.

Connect With Us!

 
Each January, Life Choices invites 
churches and individuals to partici-
pate in their Bottles For Life campaign 
to raise awareness and funds for the 
sanctity of life.

Due to COVID-19, Life Choices has not 
been able to have the participation 
they normally do. However, they are 
offering virtual bottles this year for 
the first time.

You can "fill" a virtual bottle for $25 
by clicking here.

Life Choices:  Bottles For Life

MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

“A Gentle Answer” 
Equipping Elective 
Wednesdays, Beginning January 6 
6:30–8:00 p.m. | In-person or via Zoom.
Proverbs 15:1 says “A gentle answer 
turns away wrath,” but, for many 
of us, that is much easier said than 
done! In this 8-week book study by 
Scott Sauls, we will spend three ses-
sions on how Jesus is gentle with 
us, then spend five sessions on how  
Jesus’ gentleness transforms our  
engagement with others. Register here.

You can find a digital bulletin,  
communicate with us, give online, 
view upcoming events, and more. 
Every Sunday, scan the QR code on the 
back of the pew in front of you, or visit  
www.firstevan.org/connect.

Elder and Deacon 
Nominations

https://www.firstevan.org/leadership
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1465
https://www.firstevan.org/dfe
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/virtual-bottles-for-life
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/virtual-bottles-for-life
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/virtual-bottles-for-life
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1797
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1797
https://www.firstevan.org/connect
https://www.firstevan.org/connect


Heart to Heart 
Women's Bible Study 
“Strengthened Through the 
Names of God” Written by Crickett 
Keeth | Beginning January 12/13 
 In-person or via Zoom.
Are you feeling stressed and anx-
ious about the times in which we’re 
living? We can find peace in these 
times of uncertainty by turning our 
focus to God instead of the situa-
tion around us. The more we get to 
know God’s character, the more we 
trust Him. Strengthened Through the 
Names of God is a nine-week study of 
several names of God in the Old Tes-
tament. As we embrace His character 
through each name, we will learn how 
to trust Him regardless of the situa-
tion. Register here. Cost: $10. You 
can pick up your book on the table 
in the Fellowship Foyer. Questions: 
Sharon Mrok, smrok@firstevan.org. 

 

STUDENTS

MENWOMEN

This winter/spring we will study chap-
ters 13–21 of John. Participants will 
be sent a weekly study guide and will 
meet via Zoom for discussion groups 
led by a group leader. Men can join in 
at any time, even if they miss a week 
or are participating for the first time.  
To register, click here. Contact Buddy 
Jones at buddyjones0@gmail.com.

We are spending several weeks study-
ing through The Chronicles of Narnia 
in a discussion that connects the story 
of Narnia to Scripture and then to our 
lives. Since we are doing a broad the-
matic study through all the books, you 
don’t have to read the books to be able 
to participate in this study! However, 
they are short books and this might 
just be the perfect time to spend your 
extra long winter break curled up with 
one (or all!) of these books to really 
enrich the discussion we have and 
what you take away from it. If you 
want more info on where to get the 
books or what order to read them in, 
let us know!

M e n' s  B i b l e  S t u d y 
“ T h e  G o s p e l  A c c o r d i n g
t o  J o h n”  Le d  by  B u d d y  J o n e s 
Mondays, February 8–April 26 
6:30–8:00 p.m., Zoom or  
Wednesdays, February 10–April 28 
6:30–7:30 a.m., Zoom 

College Ministry Study:  
“Come & See: A Study Through 
the Chronicles of Narnia”  
Wednesdays, Now–January 13 
7:00 p.m., College Room

Impact  and Common Ground  Midweek   
Wednesdays, beginning January 6, 6:30–7:30 p.m.  
Impact meets on the Ball Field (East Lawn) | Common Ground meets in the Gym Lobby
Join middle school and high school for their weekly Wednesday meetings! Midweek 
is a time for students to bring friends, play games, listen to a short lesson, and 
jump into small groups. Students are invited to come early (6:00 p.m.) for food 
and fellowship and are welcome to stay late and hangout (until 8:00 p.m.). This 
semester we begin in the series Your Mess Matters talking about how God cares 
about our day-to-day lives.

Series list for the spring: 
• Your Mess Matters 
• Ancient Prayers 
• The Future is Bright

https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/225
mailto:smrok%40firstevan.org?subject=
https://www.firstevan.org/mens-bible-studies
mailto:buddyjones0%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:students%40firstevan.org?subject=
mailto:https://www.firstevan.org/mens-bible-studies?subject=
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/225


GLOBAL MISSIONS 

The Winstead Family will be serving in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in the Horn 
of Africa. Before being called to Ethiopia, Steve led over 70 foreign mission 
trips through Downline Ministries and Harvest Church for the primary purpose 
of training the global church in making disciples. During that time, God contin-
ued to grow a love for healthy local churches all around the world! Steve also 
served part-time at First Evan in 2009–10 helping coordinate equipping classes. 

Steve will serve as the Lead Pastor of the International Evangelical Church 
(IEC). IEC has a robust history and diversified ministries among Ethiopians and  
expatriates. Located on a campus within view of the African Union complex, 
IEC has a congregation from more than 60 nationalities. IEC is a church with 
ministries to children, youth, young adults, and adults through missions, out-
reach, and discipleship. Church leadership and several members lead and serve 
with ministries to the many orphans living on the streets. IEC also has minis-
tries in Mandarin, Korean, French, and Amharic.

Steve and Margaret have four amazing boys, Samuel, Noah, Benjamin, and  
Daniel, who will all attend Bingham Academy in Addis Ababa. You can read the 
Winsteads blog and sign up for newsletters at winsteadfam.org.

Please be praying for this family and consider giving to them financially to 
bless them in their ministry in Ethiopia. 

I n t r o d u c i n g  F i r s t  E v a n' s  N e w e s t  M i s s i o n a r y  F a m i l y “Pippy the Piano and the Very 
Big Wave” Written by one of our 
missionaries, Roger W. Lowther.

Since the book’s launch on December 1, 
Roger tells us this:

“Thank you so much for your sup-
port of Pippy the Piano and the Very 
Big Wave. We were the #1 Best Seller 
on Amazon in three categories, for 
both the English and Japanese ver-
sions! Please continue to tell people 
about this book to help us spread 
the message that there is always 
hope in the brokenness of this world. 
It would be a huge blessing if you 
would write a review on Amazon!” 

Inspired by a true story, this book 
helps children understand the mean-
ing of redemption. Listen to Roger and 
the illustrator talk about the book in 
the Art, Life, and Faith Podcast. Here 
is the link to the book on Amazon.

A Thank You  From 
Our Missionaries
If you missed the God At Work  
video message from some of our 
missionaries, then click here.

G l o b a l  M i s s i o n s  Te a m 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s
The Global Missions Team is seeking 
recommendations for new members 
to serve a three-year term. They must 
be committed members of First Evan 
with a deep interest in missions and 
have sufficient time and concern for 
worldwide missions to make a mean-
ingful commitment to the GMT. First 
Evan members may send recommen-
dations to missions@firstevan.org or 
speak to any current GMT member.

https://www.winsteadfam.org
https://www.winsteadfam.org
https://www.rogerwlowther.com/2020/11/26/09-pippy-the-piano-and-the-very-big-wave/
https://www.amazon.com/Pippy-Piano-Very-Big-Wave/dp/1953704042
https://www.amazon.com/Pippy-Piano-Very-Big-Wave/dp/1953704042
https://www.amazon.com/Pippy-Piano-Very-Big-Wave/dp/1953704042
https://vimeo.com/490897887
https://vimeo.com/490897887
mailto:missions%40firstevan.org?subject=


GLOBAL MISSIONS CONTINUED 

What is God’s mission? 
Why is it important? 
How do I fit in to what God is doing? 
 
These questions will be addressed 
as we begin a six-session series on  
rethinking God’s mission. Bring a 
friend and come join us! 

MomentumYes 
Wednesdays, Beginning January 6 
6:30–8:00 p.m. | In-person or via Zoom.

an easy-to-use tool, which teaches, 
inspires, and equips everyday  
people to rethink God’s mission. 

designed to actively engage  
believers in taking the next steps 
in God’s mission.
 
a video series for small groups, 
which will enable this generation 
to carry out the mission.

•

•

•

 
MomentumYes is: 

 

Call the Missions Office for more 
details or visit www.momentumyes.
com. Register here.

“Your Salvation Among All Nations: 
The Least Reached”  Global Missions Conference 

February 26–28, 2021 | Speaker: Jason Seville. 
***In-Person and Online. Full details to come.*** 

Special missions programming for FEC Kids on Sunday.

Click here to watch the video

In 1971, I (Janie) was first sent out from First 
Evan to work in campus ministry with Cru. There 
I met Bob and we were married in 1973 at the 
church. After two more years on Cru staff, we felt 
God’s direction to foreign missions. Returning 
to Memphis to work and save for seminary, we 
had the pleasure of being involved in a dynamic 
young marrieds’ class and still treasure many of 
the friendships begun there.

After seminary, we were appointed to Greater 
Europe Mission to teach at the Greek Bible  
College in Athens. Over our 16 years there, 
several different teams from the church vis-
ited and were an encouragement and benefit 
to the ministry. It’s a blessing to us to see the 
church’s investment in the college to continue 
to pay dividends as the school is a thriving, 
government recognized college with its gradu-
ates serving as pastors and leaders in ministry.

After a few years at GEM’s international 
headquarters, we moved to Germany where 
Bob directed several ministries that worked  
continent wide and Janie taught at Black  
Forest Academy. 2006 took us again to  
Colorado to GEM’s home office.

As unrest increased in the Middle East, Europe saw a steady increase in  
migrants and refugees. That ministry has been our focus for the last 6 years and 
took us full circle back to Greece, the European arrival spot for now hundreds of 
thousands. COVID-related restrictions world-wide have canceled much travel, 
short term teams, and other ministry opportunities. It seems an appropriate 
time to step back from full time ministry. We plan to be involved in future min-
istry projects to refugees as associate missionaries with GEM.

We want to express our deep appreciation to the people of First Evan for your 
faithful financial support and prayers through the years. We have always con-
sidered First Evan home and will continue to do so.

T h a n k  Yo u ,  F i r s t  E v a n

Top Photo: Bob, Janie, and 
Jonathan Till – 1978; Bottom 
Photo: Bob and Janie – 2020 

https://vimeo.com/491813682
https://www.momentumyes.com
https://www.momentumyes.com
https://firstevan.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/1801
https://vimeo.com/491813682
https://vimeo.com/491813682

