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Introduction to This Week’s Lesson 
1. Read Exodus 20:22-23:9  

2. In order to understand and appreciate the detailed ordinances that are contained in Exodus 21-23, 
it is helpful to look ahead to chapter 24.  In verses 1-8 we learn that the content of chapters 21-23 
are known as the “Book of the Covenant” and that Moses conducted a “covenant ratifying” 
ceremony with the people in which (1) Moses read all of the “Book of the Covenant” to all of the 
people, (2) they agreed to the covenant terms by saying “All that the Lord has spoken we will do, 
and we will be obedient” and finally, (3) Moses sprinkled the people with the blood of sacrificed 
animals.  Rather than being a “laundry list” of arbitrary rules, this was a significant set, a governing 
set of ordinances that established the basis of being God’s people.  After they build the tabernacle 
as described in the rest of the book of Exodus, the Book of Leviticus records a more detailed, or 
expanded set of ordinances that God gave to Moses while they were still at Mount Sinai.  
Remember, they stayed at Mount Sinai for close to a year and in the biblical narrative, they don’t 
leave until Numbers 10.   

3. We will take this week and next to study the Book of the Covenant and the ratifying ceremony that 
followed. 

 

Verses 20:22-26 Prologue to the Book of the Covenant  

4. In verse 22, what is the first thing God wanted Moses to remind the Israelites about?  What do 
think is significant about that? 
 
 

5. What is one word or phrase that summarizes or ties together these introductory verses? 

 
 

Verses 21:1-11 Laws about Slaves 

6. What is meant by the term “Hebrew slave” in 21:2?  (Read Lev 25:39-46) 
 
 

7. In verses 2-6, what protections and/or provisions were provided for those who were slaves? 
 
 
 
 

8. From verses 7-11 describe the scenario involving a daughter that was being governed and identify 
the ways in which the laws protected the daughter.  
 
 
 
 

9. In verse 10, who do you think the “he” refers to, the father who originally bought the girl, or his son 
to whom he gave the girl?  What does the provisions of verse 10 tell us about the nature of the 
man and his “female slave”?  How does it help us understand the meaning of the phrase “female 
slave”?     
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Verses 21:12-17 Laws About Homicide and other Violations Punishable by Death 
10. Identify the various actions that are covered in this section and for each, identify the action and the 

victim of the action, the result of the action, and the punishment for the action. 
 
 

Action and Victim Result Punishment for the violation 

Striking another person in a 
premeditated fashion 

Victim’s death Death of the guilty 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

 

Verses 21:18-32 Laws About Bodily Injuries    

11. Identify the various actions that are covered in this section and for each, identify the action, the 
victim of the action, the result of the action, and the punishment for the action. 
 
 

Action and Victim Result Punishment for the violation 

During a fight, hitting another 
person with either your hand or with 
an object 

An injury that requires 
recovery time, 
preventing work, but 
that is not permanent 

Payment to the victim for his loss 
of time during his recovery 
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Verses 21:33-22:17 Laws About Property Damage and Restitution    

12. Identify the various circumstances that are covered in this section and for each circumstance   
identify the victim, the action, the result, and the punishment. 
 

Action and Victim Result Punishment for the violation 

Leaving a pit uncovered and 
another man’s ox or donkey falls 
into it 

Death of the ox or 
donkey 

The owner of the pit keeps the 
dead animal but must pay the 
owner 

   

   

   

   

 

Question for Reflection and Application  
13. This may sound like a dumb question, or a question to which you say, “Duh”, but why was it 

necessary for the people to be given a set of laws as part of their covenant with God?  Or, maybe 
another way to think about this is to ask, “What was the purpose of the Book of the Covenant?” 

14. What are the implications of this for us today as New Covenant believers?  If you were to read 
ahead into the books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy, you will read about the curses that God 
promised to bring upon Israel if they did not obey the words of the covenant.  What does God 
expect of us today?  We know we are not saved by keeping a set of rules, rather we are saved by 
grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.  But does God care about us keeping any rules or 
commandments or ordinances?  I will talk about this in my lecture and I want to get you to think 
about it some.   

 


