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Read chapters 12-14 again 

13:1-3   “ Without Love…”   
1. Is Paul using hyperbole (exaggeration)?  Defend your answer. 

 
 

2. How do the abilities or actions listed here in verses 1-3 compare to the lists in chapter 12?  (12:8-
10; 12:28; and 12:29-30) 
 
 
 

3. What conclusion do you draw from your comparison? 
 
 

 

13:4-7   “Love Is…” 
4. Compare verses 4-6 in several different translations or paraphrases and write a brief definition of 

each (or at least for the ones that you haven’t thought much about in the past) 
 
 
 

5. How would you organize or categorize the characteristics of love in verses 4-6? (For example, you 
might organize them according to which ones are positive vs. the ones that are negative) 
 
 
 

6. Pick one of the abilities or actions listed in verses 1-3 and describe what it might look like if it 
were exercised without love within your local church. 
 
 
 
 

7. Put yourself in the church at Corinth.  Think back on the issues that Paul has dealt with so far in 
this letter to you and your fellow church members.  What attitudes and actions would Paul be 
correcting by reminding you (or telling you for the first time) what Christian love looks like in the 
context of the church?  Another way to think about this is to pick one of the attributes of love and 
then identify something that was going on in Corinth that would be corrected by this attribute of 
love.  For example, love does not rejoice in wrongdoing.  Compare that to 5:2.  
 
 
 
 
 

8. On the surface, some of the things mentioned in verse 7 don’t seem to make sense.  In other 
words, to say that love believes all things sounds like love has no discernment.  People will tell 
you things that are not true.  Is Paul saying that if you love that person you will always believe 
everything they tell you?  And clearly Paul used a repeated pattern of “Love ______ all things” to 



1 Corinthians     Chapter 13    Study Questions       Feb 29, 2016 

 2 

teach us something about love.  How do you understand verse 7, particularly in the context of the 
issues of the church at Corinth? 

 
 

13:8-13   “When the Perfect Comes…“   
9. What is being contrasted in verses 8-13?   

 
10. In verse 8, Paul makes statements about 4 things.  What are those 4 things and what statement 

does Paul make about each.  Compare the statements in several different translations or 
paraphrases. 
 
 

11. In verse 9, Paul lists only two of four.  Which two does he make statements about and what does 
he say about them? 
 
 

12. In verses 9-12, Paul sets up a contrast between one time period and another using the words 
“when” “now” and “then”.   Use the table below to organize what Paul is saying in verses 9-12. 
 

Before Dividing point in time After 

spoke, thought, reasoned 
like a child 

when I became a man  did away with childish things 

 when the perfect comes  

 when the perfect comes  

 when the perfect comes  

 
13. Based on what is true after the point in time “when the perfect comes”, what point in time is Paul 

referring to?  Or, what are the possibilities and which one do you like the best? 
 
 

14. Referring back to 12:31 which was Paul’s introductory statement for chapter 13, summarize what 
you think Paul was telling the Corinthian church. 

 
Application 
15. Write down at least one “take away” for yourself from these verses regarding a more excellent 

way.  
 


