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Read chapters 12-14  
 
12:12-19   “ God Has Placed” (v18)  
1. What do think Paul meant by saying that we were all baptized into one body. And importantly, 

why do you think what you think. 
 
 
 

2. Why do you think Paul describes being a Christian as “being made to drink of one Spirit”?  Why 
didn’t he talk about being indwelt by the Spirit as in Rom 8:9  or being sealed by the Spirit as in 
Eph 1:13.   
 
 
 

3. Count the number of times the word “body” is used in your translation? 
 

4. Count the number of times the word “one” is used? 
 

5. Count the number of times the word “many” or its equivalent is used. 
 

6. What is Paul’s point in verses 12-19 from his comparison of the church to the human body?  
 
 
 

7. What do you learn about the church from verse 18? 
 
 

 
12:20-26   “God Has Composed“  (v24) 
8. What does Paul mean in verse 19 by “all be one member”? 

 
 

9. What is Paul’s point in verses 20-26 from his comparison of the church to the human body?  
 
 

10. In verse 21, Paul talks about the foolishness of one body part thinking it has no need of another 
body part.  Then in verses 22-24a, he talks about different parts of the human body being more 
honorable or less honorable.  He observes that because of the difference in the nature of the 
different body parts, we treat the parts differently  (for example, “…on these we bestow more 
abundant honor”).  According to Paul, how does our own treatment of the different parts of our 
own bodies teach us about God’s intended purpose in composing the body the way He has? 
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12:27-31   “God Has Appointed“  (v28) 
11. In verse 28, what new information (relative to verses 1-11) does Paul add to the topic of spiritual 

gifts? 
 
 

12. What is the key word in verses 29-30, if you go by repetition? 
 
 

13. What is his point in verse 29-30? 
 
 

14. Who is Paul telling in verse 31 to earnestly desire the greater gifts?  Does your answer fit with the 
rest of the chapter or does it contradict the rest of the chapter? 
 

 
Application 
15. Write down at least one “take away” from these verses regarding what it means to be a member 

of the body of Christ and in particular a member of a local congregation.  
16. From our study so far, think about these questions.  We’ll keep thinking about them over the next 

few weeks. 
a. Each person is given at least one gift some gift by the Holy Spirit.  Is that gift or those gifts for 

life or do they come and go over the course of a person’s Christian life? 
b. Should each Christian seek to know what spiritual gift(s) they have been given? Why or why 

not? 
c. What is the difference between a Christian’s natural strengths or skills and his spiritual gifts? 


