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Read chapters 12-14 and note how Paul introduces this section (12:1), the number of places he 
discusses spiritual gifts, especially tongues and prophecy (12:1,31; 13:1,9; 14:1,39), and how he 
introduces the next topic (15:1).  Hopefully you agree that chapters 12-14 are a unit, they go together.  
We will take six weeks to study chapters 12-14.  It will also be important, as we study each section, 
to let the overall context of the three chapters guide our understanding of the particular section we 
study in a given week. 
 

12:1-3   “ Do Not be Uninformed”  
1. What does 12:1 suggest about this next topic?  In other words, why did Paul bring it up? 

 
2. How many times in verses 1-11 is the Holy Spirit mentioned?  What do you think is the point of 

that repetition? 
 
 

3. Based on repetition alone, what are the other key words or phrases in verses 1-11?  What does 
that tell you about Paul’s main point or concern? 
 
 
 
 

4. Going back to verses 2 and 3, here are the questions that we need to work on.   
a. Why did Paul start his discussion about spiritual gifts, and in particular about tongues and 

prophecy, with a statement about their former pagan lives? 
b. Are we to take verse 3 in a strictly literal sense? I don’t think so, but why?  What does 

someone saying ‘Jesus is accursed’ or ‘Jesus is Lord’ have to do with spiritual gifts in the 
church?  What does that tell us about the issue at Corinth that Paul was addressing? 

 

12:4-7   “Variety and Unity“ 
5. In verses 4-6, Paul lists three types or categories of manifestations (taking that term from verse 7): 

gifts, services, and activities (ESV).  Here are definitions and cross-references from Vines 
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words for each of those manifestations.  Take a look at 
the various ways these terms are used elsewhere in the NT.  If this looks confusing just look at 
some of the cross references for each of the 3 terms to get some idea of what they mean. 
a. gifts: charisma (5486), “a gift of grace, a gift involving grace” (charis) on the part of God as the 

donor, is used  
1) of His free bestowments upon sinners, Rom. 5:15, 16; 6:23; 11:29;  
2) of His endowments upon believers by the operation of the Holy Spirit in the churches, 

Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 1:7; 12:4, 9, 28, 30, 31; 1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6; 1 Pet. 4:10;  
3) of that which is imparted through human instruction, Rom. 1:11;  
4) of the natural “gift” of continence, consequent upon the grace of God as Creator, 1 Cor. 

7:7;  
5) of gracious deliverances granted in answer to the prayers of fellow believers, 2 Cor. 1:11.   

Note:In the kjv of 2 Cor. 8:4 charis, “grace,” is translated “gift.” The rv, “in regard of this 
grace,” adheres to the true meaning, as in v. 6. 
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b. service:  diakonia: (1248), “the office and work of a diakonos” (see minister, A, No. 1), “service, 
ministry,” is used…  
1) of domestic duties, Luke 10:40;  
2) of religious and spiritual “ministration,”  

(a) of apostolic “ministry,” e. g., Acts 1:17, 25; 6:4; 12:25; 21:19; Rom. 11:13, rv (kjv, 
“office”);  

(b) of the service of believers, e. g., Acts 6:1; Rom. 12:7; 1 Cor. 12:5, rv, “ministrations” 
(kjv, “administrations”); 1 Cor. 16:15; 2 Cor. 8:4; 9:1, 12, rv, “ministration”; v. 13; Eph. 
4:12, rv, “ministering” (kjv, “the ministry,” not in the sense of an ecclesiastical function); 
2 Tim. 4:11, rv, “ (for) ministering”; collectively of a local church, Acts 11:29, “relief” (rv 
marg. “for ministry”); Rev. 2:19, rv, “ministry” (kjv, “service”); of Paul’s service on 
behalf of poor saints, Rom. 15:31;  

(c) of the “ministry” of the Holy Spirit in the gospel, 2 Cor. 3:8;  
(d) of the “ministry” of angels, Heb. 1:14, rv, “to do service” (kjv, “to minister”);  

(e) of the work of the gospel, in general, e. g., 2 Cor. 3:9, “of righteousness;” 5:18, “of 
reconciliation”;  

(f) of the general “ministry” of a servant of the Lord in preaching and teaching, Acts 20:24; 
2 Cor. 4:1; 6:3; 11:8; 1 Tim. 1:12, rv, “ (to His) service”; 2 Tim. 4:5; undefined in Col. 
4:17;  

(g) of the Law, as a “ministration” of death, 2 Cor. 3:7; of condemnation, 3:9. 
c. activities:  energema (1755), “what is wrought,” the effect produced by No. 1, occurs in 1 Cor. 

12:6, rv, “workings” (kjv, “operations”); v. 10 

1) Only other NT occurrence  1 Corinthians 12:10 ESV - 10 to another the working of 
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
 
 

6. What is Paul’s point in breaking down spiritual gifts into these three categories or types? 
 
 

7. What do you make, if anything, of how Paul aligned them with the Trinity.  
 
 

8. What two attributes does Paul set in contrast for each of the three categories (notice the use of 
the contrasting word, “but”)?  Who is or who are the recipients of these manifestations? 
 
 

9. I’m taking the phrase “the manifestation of the Spirit” in verse 7 to describe both the things 
mentioned in verses 4-6 and the things mentioned in verses 8-11.  Do you agree or disagree?  
Explain your reasoning.  
 
 

10. What is the purpose of these manifestations of the Spirit, according to verse 7. 
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12:8-11   “Variety in the Manifestations“ 
11. List the nine manifestations of the Spirit from verses 8-10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Compare your list from verses 8-10 to the gifts or manifestations that Paul discusses in verses 28-

31, and to the lists given in Romans 12:6-8, Ephesians 4:7,11 and in 1 Peter 4:10-11.  What 
stands out to you as you compare and contrast these lists?    
 
 
 
 
 

 

Application 
13. Write down at least one “take away” from these first 11 verses regarding what it means to be a 

member of the body of Christ and in particular a member of a local congregation.  


