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In chapter 8, Paul addresses another question given to him by the church at Corinth.  In addressing 
their question, he identifies two types of Christians and gives instructions regarding at least one of 
those types.  Read through the chapter and, from your observations from the text, answer the 
following questions.  As you write your answers to each of the questions, note your observation(s) 
that lead you to your answers. 
 

Background 
In many ancient cultures people routinely sacrificed animals to their gods and then ate the meat. In 
the Greco- Roman world temples would often contain dining areas in which groups of people could 
feast together. The temple of Asclepius at Corinth (“ Map 13”), for example, had three dining rooms, 
each with space for 11 guests on couches lining the walls. It is uncertain whether these particular 
dining rooms were in use during Paul’s day, but some such arrangement seems to have been behind 
Paul’s discussion in 1 Corinthians 8–10. Corinth also included a temple for the goddess Demeter and 
her daughter Kore, as well as sanctuaries associated with Egyptian gods and Roman emperors. 
Although meals at these shrines were often more social occasions than religious ceremonies, no one 
could deny that there was in them a religious element. The presence of a Christian at a meal 
associated with such a pagan context was repugnant to Paul. 
Excess meat from the temples may have found its way to the market. If such meat, which may or may 
not have been associated with idol worship, was presented to a believer in someone else’s home, 
Paul permitted the Christian to eat it. If, however, the host openly declared that the meat had come 
from a pagan shrine, the believer was to abstain for the sake of “weaker” brothers, whose 
consciences might still be sensitive to idolatrous practices.   
(Taken from “Temple Restaurants and Food Sacrificed to Idols”, Archaelogical Study Bible) 
 

1 Cor 8:1-13  “Knowledge vs. Love” or “My Liberty vs. Another Man’s Conscience”  
1. What was the question raised by the Corinthian church?  In addition to chapter 7, also read 10:23-

28 to help you answer this question. 
 
 

2. Lets identify the two types of Christians identified by Paul as those who have knowledge (vs.10) 
and those who are weak or who have a weak conscience (vs.7,9)? 
a. Who are those who have knowledge? 

 
 
 

b. Who are the weak? 
 
 
 

c. What is a weak conscience? 
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3. What did Paul say about the activity itself?  Was it wrong to eat the food or not?  (Read 
Deffinbaugh’s answer to this question in the third paragraph on page 2.  Do you agree with him? 
Why or why not?)  
 
 
 

4. What does it mean to stumble? 
 
 
 

5. What does it mean to cause another Christian to stumble? 
 
 
 

6. Is this the same as having differing convictions about a given activity?  In other words, could there 
have been some Christians in the Corinthian church that chose not to eat the meat because of it’s 
association with pagan sacrifice, but who also were not bothered that some of their fellow 
Christians did eat the meat? 
 
 
 

7. What does Paul mean in verse 9 by “this liberty of yours”? 
 
 

8. Is causing my brother to stumble the same as doing something that he disagrees with? 
 
 
 

9. Does Paul give any instructions to the weak? 
 
 

 

Application 
10. Do you think you have a weak conscience in some area of behavior or lifestyle?  

 
11. Besides drinking alcoholic beverages, what are some other activities that might cause a weaker 

Christian to stumble?  
 

12. How do you know when or if some area of Christian freedom you enjoy is or could be a stumbling 
block to a weaker Christian? 

 
 


