
1 Corinthians Chapter 7:1-16 Study Questions Nov 2, 2015 

 1 

Read 1 Corinthians 7:1-40  (Our study this week will focus on verses 1-16, but it is good to read more 
to get the context) 
 

1 Cor 7:1-7  “The Sexual Relationship within Marriage”  
1. In verse 1 Paul using the phrase “Now concerning…” to signal that he is now going to respond to 

questions that the Corinthian church sent to him by way of a letter probably delivered by 
Stephanas and Fortunatus (16:17).  Looking at verses 7:1-2, 7:25, 8:1, and 12:1.  What were the 
matters about which the Corinthian church wrote to Paul?  
 
 

2. Does your translation have quotation marks in verse 1?  If yes, what do those quotation marks 
indicate?  If no, check  
 
 

3. What does Paul mean in verse 2 that a man should have his own wife and a wife her own 
husband?  Does that mean to be married or is it a euphemism for sexual relations? (see 5:1) 
 
 

4. Read verses 3-5.   
a. In verse 3, Paul uses a word that has been translated as “conjugal rights” (ESV, RSV), “the 

affection due her” (NKJV), “marital duty” (NIV), “fulfill his duty” (NASB)?  What word is that?  
Look at Matt 18:32 and Rom 13:7 to see the other uses of this same Greek word in the NT.  
What does this teach us about the sexual relationship within marriage? 
 
 

b. The reason for the statements made in verse 3 is given in verse 4.  Note the linking word 
“For…”.  What is that reason?  
 
 

c. Verse 5 adds to the instruction given in verse 3 and gives additional reasons for the 
instruction.  What are those reasons.   
 

5. In verse 6, Paul wrote that he was writing what he was writing as “a concession, not a 
command”? 
a. What is the difference between a concession and a command? 

 
b. Which part of what Paul wrote was he referring to—what he had just written, or what he was 

about to write?   
 
 

6. What does Paul mean in verse 7 by each having his own gift?  What gift was he referring to? 
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1 Cor 7:8-16  “Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage”  
7. Who is the next passage addressed to? 

 
8. What is Paul’s advice to them?  In other words what should they do and why should they do it? 

 
 

9. Who does Paul address next (verse 10) and what is Paul’s advice to them? 
 
 

10. What two scenario’s does Paul address in verses 10-11?  What is the same and what is different 
between the two scenarios 
 
 

11. In verses 10-12, Paul uses the phrases “not I, but the Lord” and “I, not the Lord”.  Consider the 
possible meanings of those phrases and then select the ones you think are the correct ones.  In 
other words, what distinction was Paul making to his readers?  
 
 

12. What is the significance (in any) of Paul using different words, “separate” and “divorce”? 
 
 

13. What additional scenario does Paul address in verses 12-13? 
 
 

14. Verse 14 is given as the reason for the instruction of verses 12-13 and it has to do with family 
members being made holy or being sanctified.  The word translated as “holy” or “sanctified” or 
“consecrated” in verse 14 is the Greek word, “hagiazo” or “hagios”.  It occurs 29 times in the NT 
and here they are. (Mat 6:9; Mat 23:17;  Mat 23:19 Luk 11:2 Jhn 10:36 Jhn 17:17 Jhn 17:19;   Acts 
20:32;  Acts 26:18  Rom 15:16  1Cor 1:2 1Cor 6:11  1Co 7:14  Eph 5:26  1Thes 5:23 1Tim 4:5  
2Tim 2:21  Heb 2:11   Heb 9:13   Heb 10:10   Heb 10:14   Heb 10:29  Heb 13:12  1Pe 3:15  Rev 
22:11).    {you don’t have to look up all of these, but look up some to get an idea of the word is 
ued} 
a. Using some of the references above or those given in your study Bible as cross references 

and/or in the concordance, what does Paul mean by the husband being made holy because of 
his wife and the unbelieving wife being made holy because of her husband?   
 
 
 
 

b. What does Paul mean by unclean children and holy children?  (The Greek word translated as 
“unclean” is “akathartos”.  It occurs 33 times in the NT.  Look up any cross references your 
Bible has or use the concordance in the back of your Bible to see some of the other uses)  
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15. So, what is the logic of Paul’s argument that the believing spouse should not initiate a divorce 
from his or her unbelieving spouse?  
 
 
 

16. In verses 15 and 16, Paul gives an instruction to the believing spouse who is married to an 
unbeliever who does not wish to stay married to the believer.  What is that instruction and what 
basis does Paul give for that instruction?    
 
 
 

 

Application 
17. Write down at least three principles regarding marriage and family that you see in this text? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

18. What is at least one “take away” for you from your study of this chapter? 


