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Read 1 Corinthians 3:1-23, noting in particular vs.4-5, vs. 22, and even 4:6 and comparing these 
verses to 1:11-12 to keep the overall context in mind. 
 

1 Cor 3:1-4  “Spiritual vs. Fleshly”  
1. Where is Corinth? 

a. somewhere over there around the Mediterranean Ocean 
b. Mississippi 
c. none of the above 
d. all of the above 
e. true 
f. false 

 
2. In verse 1, what two types of people does Paul contrast with one another?  Remember that he is 

addressing the people of the Corinthian church.  Use cross-references, or a Bible dictionary, or a 
Greek lexicon to better define each of these terms as they are used in the New Testament.  Here’s 
a few cross-references to get you started. 
a. 1 Cor 2:12-15  

 
b. Gal 5:22-26  

 
c. Rom 7:14  

 
3. If you read verse 1 carefully, you will see that Paul used two terms or expressions to label the 

Corinthian believers.  Are those two terms totally synonymous with one another or is it possible to 
be one and not be the other.   As you ponder this question, add to it the phrase in verse 2 
“indeed, even now you are…” (NASB) or  “and even now you are…” (ESV) or “Indeed, you are still 
not…” (NIV)  which brings a time element into what Paul is saying about the Corinthians. 
 
 

4. Paul uses another contrast in verse 2 to explain two ways in which he conducted himself (or could 
have conducted himself) in relation to the people at the Corinthian church.  What are those two 
ways?  Use any cross-references you have in your study Bible or ask your wife or use Google to 
learn, in more concrete terms, what is the difference between those two ways? 
 
 
 

5. Consider 1 Cor 14:20, 1 Peter 2:1-3 and Hebrews 5:11-14, if you haven’t already.  How do any of 
these passages relate to 1 Cor 3:1-4?  They may not.   
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1 Cor 3:5-9  “Servants and Ownership”  
6. What metaphor does Paul use in verses 6-9? 

 
 
 
 

7. How does Paul use that metaphor?  How does the situation with which Paul was dealing 
correspond to the metaphor? 
 
 
 

8. What did Paul want the Corinthian church to learn and understand from his metaphor? 
 
 

 

1 Cor 3:10-15 “Foundations, Building, and Final Inspection”  
9. What metaphor does Paul use in starting in verse 10?  Where do you think the metaphor ends? 

 
 
 

10. Thinking about the immediate context (chapter 3) and the surrounding context (chapters 1-2 & 
chapter 4:1-6)  
a. What was Paul referring to when he said that he had laid a foundation? 

 
 

b. What was Paul referring to when he said that another was building upon it?  
 
 
 
 

11. In verses 12-15, Paul talked about “each man’s work” and that…  
a. the work will be tested and if it passes the test, that work will remain and that worker will 

receive a reward 
b. but if the work does not pass the test, it will be burned up and that worker will suffer loss, but 

not the loss of his salvation? 
c. I think, from the context, that Paul is still talking primarily about himself and Apollos and that 

he is comparing the work he had done in building the foundation to the work that Apollos had 
done in building upon that foundation.  (as opposed to the thought that Paul is immediately 
leaving the discussion about himself and Apollos and making general comments about work 
done by Christians and the testing of that work for the purpose of rewards)  And to be clear, 
I’m not saying that Paul thought his work would pass the fire test and Apollos’ work would be 
burned up – that’s not at all what I’m suggesting.  But I think he is talking about building a 
foundation (which he did) and building upon that foundation (which Apollos did) and if anyone 
is going to be judging the value of the work, it’s going to God 
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d. What do you think?  Support your answers from the text and any relevant cross-references, 
but be sure to address the question of “why did Paul decide at this point in his argument to 
discuss judgment day (‘the day will show it’ v.13)”. What does that have to do with Paul, 
Apollos, the Corinthian believers and their disunity and factionalism? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 Cor 3:16-4:1 “Be Careful – We’re Talking about the Temple”    
12. Why does Paul transition to talking about the temple and destroying the temple?  

 
 
 
 
 

13. Where does the temple talk lead Paul?  Where does he end up in his argument?  
 
 
 
 

14. How does verse 23 add to the argument? 
 
 
 

 

Application 
15. From chapter 4:5-6, what did Paul want the Corinthian church members to learn about church 

leaders and church members and what their attitudes towards each other should be?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

16. What other “take away” do you have from this lesson? (if any) 
 
 


