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1:10-17 The Report of Their Factions 
1. What was the first issue that Paul addressed in this letter to the church at Corinth? 

 
 

2. From this section, how did that issue manifest itself?  What were the negative manifestations of 
the issue? 
 
 

3. According to verse 10, what did Paul want to see in the Corinthian church? Identify the 3 positive 
components or characteristics of Paul’s goal for them.  
 
 

4. EXTRA CREDIT:  Look up any cross-references available in your study Bible and/or read verse 
10 in several different translations of the Bible, or consult a commentary to try and get a better 
understanding of what those 3 positive components meant.  What was it that Paul wanted for the 
Corinthian church? 
a. _______________ 

 
b. _______________ 

 
c. _______________  

 
 

5. According to verse 17, what was Paul’s mission to the Corinthian church?  In other words, what 
was the one thing that he was supposed to have done there and what were the two things he was 
not supposed to have done?  (Look for the one positive and the two negatives in the verse) 
 
 

6. EXTRA CREDIT:  Do think there was a conflict or contradiction between what Paul understood 
his mission to be and what Jesus told the disciples in Matt 28:19-20?  Why or why not? 
 
 

7. From verse 17, what concern did Paul have with regard to the way he preached the gospel? (see 
also 2:5).  What did he mean by that?  How would preaching the gospel in the wrong way result in 
what Paul was concerned about? 
 
 

 

1:18-25 The Foolish Wisdom of the Cross  

8. EXTRA CREDIT:  Paul’s statement in verse 17 led him to segue (or transition) in verse 18 to his 
next major point.  What is that transition, from what to what? In thinking about this question, 
identify the common idea in verses 17, 18, 21, 23, 2:1, & 2:4   
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9. What two groups of people does Paul identify in verse 18?  What distinguishes between the two 
groups? Especially notice the tenses of the two modifiers or descriptors.   
{Those descriptors are verbs that end in “-ing”.  That’s called a gerund, which is how you make a 
verb into a noun, and Paul uses two gerunds to describe the two different groups of people.  I 
think that makes the two gerunds predicate nominatives!  I just knew that you all wanted a 
refresher of your 5th grade grammar}  
 
 

10. EXTRA CREDIT:  Relate what Paul is saying to the believers in Corinth to what Jesus told Paul in 
that vision when Paul was first in Corinth, in the process of founding the church in Corinth, as 
related to us by Luke in Acts 18:9-10. 
 
 

11. EXTRA CREDIT: In 1:19, what Old Testament passage does Paul cite to make his point?  What 
was the passage about? Who was it addressed to? What was the context in which it was 
spoken? 
 
 

12. What does Paul claim that God has done by the use of a rhetorical question in verse 20? 
 
 

13. EXTRA CREDIT: How did God do that? When did God do that?  
 
 

14. What two groups of people does Paul describe in verse 22? 
 
 

15. What distinguishes between them according to verse 22 and 23? 
 
 

16. What two groups of people (one named explicitly and one by implication) are identified in verse 
24?.   
 
 

17. EXTRA CREDIT:  Complete the table below to put the two different ways of classifying people 
and identify how each group responds to the gospel 

to each group, the gospel is seen 
as … 

Two Groups of People 

Two Groups of People the Jews the Greeks 

but to those who are the  
“________” 

  

those who are not “__________” a stumbling block foolishness 
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18. EXTRA CREDIT:  The following verses are examples where one of the two Greek words 
translated as “called” in our English translations occurs.  How is the word “called” used in those 
other places in the New Testament and what does Paul mean by “called” here in 1 Cor 1:24.  In 
some of these verses the word is translated as “invited” rather than “called”.   
a. Matt 22:14; 1 Cor 10:27; Gal 1:6;   

 
 

b. Rom 8:28-30; Rom 9:11; Heb 9:15; 1 Peter 2:9 
 
 

 

1:26-31 God’s Choice of the Foolish  
19. How does Paul advance his argument in verses 26-29 regarding God’s purpose or reason for the 

folly of the cross? 
 
 

20. What purpose of God is accomplished through the gospel according to verse 29? 
 
 

21. What four attributes or qualities or truths or realities has Christ become to us 
 
 
 
 

22. According to verse 30, if you are a Christian today, why are you a Christian today?  In other 
words, to whom does the “him” (ESV, NIV, KJV) or “his” (NASB) or “he” (RSV) in verse 30 refer?  

 
 
 
Application 
23. Write down one “take-away” for you from this lesson.  What encourages you, what convicts you, 

what challenges you from this lesson?  (Those are just three questions to stimulate your thinking 
about your one take-away) 

 


