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(In his series, Praying the 
Gospel, Cole taught the 
Lord’s Prayer from Luke 11 
and gave some particular 
counsel for when we know 
we need to forgive but 
don’t know how. This 
article is adapted from his 

sermon notes, where he moved to practice after 
establishing that only in the gospel do we find the 
wherewithal and motivation to forgive.)

Jesus taught us to pray forgive us our sins, 
for we ourselves forgive everyone who is 
indebted to us. Still, this is a struggle. Part 
of the struggle to forgive comes with just 
being human and thereby susceptible to 
the myriad ways others can hurt us. Some 
of those ways are arduous to get through: 
betrayal, abuse, manipulation, neglect, 
injustice. Let’s call these offenses against 
our person.

Then there are offenses against our pride. 
The greater your sense of you can’t do that 
to me (emphasis on me), the greater your 
struggle to release the person who does 
just that, whatever that is: talks down to 
you, excludes you or your child, hurts your 
feelings, misconstrues your motives. But 
whether it is our person who is hurt or 
merely our pride, both kinds of pain require 
we work at forgiving. How do we do it 
though? How do we forgive, or at the very 
least position ourselves to?

Four tasks we give ourselves to, not in order:  
We pray. (We are looking at a prayer 
template in Luke 11.) We pray about the 
hurt. We lament. Look at lament Psalms, for 
instance, for guidance. We pray too for the 
one who hurt us, that God will help us see 
that person as just as much in need of grace 
as we ourselves are. 

We write. There is something very helpful 
in taking a notebook and writing down your 
feelings or writing out your lament. If you 
think this sounds silly—Now I really am 
making a mountain out of a molehill, keeping 
my little book of faults—that’s not the point. 

Four Tasks
by Cole Huffman

Don’t keep a book of faults. But do write. I 
was made aware recently of a study where 
people who’d gone through trauma were 
placed in two groups for observation. 
One group wrote each day, processing 
everything on paper. The other group 
didn’t write anything at all, just kept it 
inside. Which group do you think fared 
better in overall emotional health? The 
group that wrote.

We talk. You might need to talk it out with 
a professional listener, i.e. a counselor/
therapist. But you’ve got to have some 
“cussing friends,” as I call them. These 
are people who can hear you raw and not 
recoil in horror. They are burden bearers 
who let you process your pain aloud with 
them. They’ll tell you if you’re being petty 
and need to get over yourself, but they’ll 
also remind you of gospel grace. 

We work. How do we forgive? How do 
we position ourselves to forgive? We go 
to work on forgiving. It’s like a building 
project that first requires demolition. We 
recognize an anti-gospel is building in 
our hearts when we clutch our hurts and 
won’t release those responsible for them. 
This doesn’t mean the offense doesn’t 
still hurt when you forgive the one 
responsible for it. Their wrong against 
you remains wrong. But we recognize no 
work toward forgiveness dulls us to God. 
It erects a kind of self-righteousness 
scaffolding around our hearts. I see those 
who wound me as unworthy of grace. But 
the point with grace is no one is worthy of 
it, including me. 

Jesus also taught us to pray lead us not into 
temptation. We ask God to keep us from 
a very real enemy in the world called the 
devil (who finds much opportunity with 
the unforgiving Christian, by the way). But 
this request of God is also concerned with 
the experience of having to go through 
testing as the only way to learn what God 
would teach. In other words: Don’t let me 
be so blockheaded, Lord, such that You have 
to break me by subjecting me to Satan. 

Remember the instruction to the 
Corinthian church (1 Cor. 5:5; cf. 1 Tim. 
1:20) for them to deliver an individual 

over to Satan? It’s the severe mercy of 
church discipline. An erring brother or 
sister, unremitting in their desire to 
build something for themselves out of 
sin, is left without the guardianship of 
the church. Handing someone over to 
Satan is not dooming them. It’s done in 
gospel hope that they will come to fully 
understand sin is not a building material 
for life. The prayer is: Don’t let me get off 
into anything that you have to break me to 
pull me from—through church discipline or 
some other means. 

Don’t domesticate your sin. Don’t 
justify yourself in it. See it for the self-
destruction it is. Don’t let me make it in 
sin, Lord, to where I have to learn Your way 
the hard way. Keep me soft to you, pliable, 
bendable to Your Will. This is how we pray 
when we’re in the throes of temptation, 
which Jesus indicated will be an ongoing 
threat.

Flannery O’Connor put it this way in her 
Prayer Journal: “Please help me to get 
down under things and find where You 
are.” For those in Christ, the objective 
in living is to not miss how God has 
something to do with everything in our 
lives, even the pains. He’s not committed 
to making everything in our lives just 
perfect. Life is hard in one way or another 
for all of us. 

Check the modern era against the 
ancients and see—only nowadays do you 
find people giving up on God because 
they’re suffering or hurt by others. The 
last thing generations of Christians 
before us would think of doing when they 
suffered was back away from God. They 
leaned in and sought Him all the more.
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Welcome New Members!

SHAPE Class

Thanks to all our Picnic Volunteers!

Annual Congregational Meeting

Sundays, October 22 and 29 
9:00–10:15 a.m., Moody Room (E143)

**Special Time**6:00 p.m., Sanctuary

KIDS

If you have not attended a SHAPE class, 
come join us to find your FIT at First Evan. 
We’ll help you determine your Spiritual 
gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality, and how 
to use your life Experiences in ministry. 
www.firstevan.org/shape

We will have a time of worship together 
with special performances by our 
Children’s CRASH! Trash Can Band and 
our Awana kids.

The Congregational Meeting will include 
the Session report, Mission Board report, 
financial report, and the election of 
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of 
the Congregation.

Maker Fun Factory Celebration will be 
provided for children preschool through 
5th grade during the business portion of 
the meeting. Nursery will be provided for 
children birth through age 2.

Please make plans to attend this time of 
fellowship, worship, and updates on what 
God is doing in the life of First Evan.
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and Dessert Fellowship

Save the Date:

The Samaritan’s Purse project Operation 
Christmas Child collects shoebox gifts—
filled with fun toys, school supplies and 
hygiene items—to be delivered to children 
in need around the world to demonstrate 
God’s love in a tangible way. For many of 
these children, the gift-filled shoebox is 
the first gift they have ever received. In 
2017, Operation Christmas Child hopes to 
collect enough shoebox gifts to reach 12 
million children in countries like Peru, 
the Philippines, Rwanda, and Ukraine. 
Delivered into the hands of children 
through local churches, every shoebox 
gift is an opportunity to share about Jesus 
Christ and God’s love.

Shoeboxes will be available for pickup 
October 22–November 19. First Evan will 
be a local drop-off site again this year. 

Samaritan's Purse:
Operation Christmas Child

Save the Date: 

Volunteers are needed to help during 
drop-off week, November 13–19. To 
volunteer, please contact Kim Bouck at  
artbou@bellsouth.net. For more 
information or to fill a shoebox online, 
visit www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.

Pick up boxes starting Sunday, October 22
Drop off week is November 13–19

First Evan ConnectKids would like to 
invite first-time parents to join us for a 
special dinner celebrating new parents. 
We know that this time in life (whether 
you are expecting, adjusting to life with a 
new baby, or have recently begun caring 
for a child) is full of change. We want to 
come alongside you with resources and 
support as you begin this journey. We 
will be covering the following topics: 

First-Time Parent Dinner

Sunday, November 12

Thursday, October 19, 6:00 p.m. at the home of Clay and Sarah Scott 
Grace in Parenthood; Finding Balance; The 
Importance of Community and Marriage. If 
you are interested in attending, please 
email Kelsey Berry at kberry@firstevan.
org. If you know of any parents who could 
benefit from a night of relaxation, good 
food, and listening to wisdom from other 
parents in a different season of life, please 
pass this information along to them as well!

Pack a
Shoebox!



WORSHIP

RECREATION

Jr. Grizzlies Basketball

Crosscheck Basketball

Tippett Basketball Clinic

Introducing Our New Missionaries

Welcoming Jim Pendleton as

ADULTSMISSIONS

LLL Senior Luncheon 

“Fall Frolic"

LLL Movie Day

Saturday, November 4 
11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Monday, October 9, 10:30 a.m. at the
country home of Buzz and Sandra Fly 
(13676 Hwy 193, Williston, TN)

We are a grateful people and are blessed 
to have each other. RSVP to Susanna 
Winter at 487-2819 by Tuesday, 
October 31. 

Join us for lunch and entertainment. 
RSVP to Cathy Graham at 685-1028.

Monday, October 23, 7:00 p.m., Chapel

Thursday, October 26, 9:30 a.m., 
Soltau Center

Caregivers

He Cares

                           Contact Rhonda Finfrock at 
683-0757 or rhondafinfrock@comcast.net.

(Ministry to those caring for others)

(Ministry for the homebound)

CARE

ACT II Widows Fellowship

Brian and Joanne grew 
up in Memphis and 
came to Christ in high 
school through Young 
Life.  They have lived 
and worked on the 
Arabian Peninsula for 
over 15 years, originally 
in student ministry. 
Brian is now the Senior 

Jim Pendleton is no newcomer to  First 
Evan Missions or to missions in general.  
He and his family were on the mission 
field in Nigeria from  1982–84.  After 
helping with a couple of church plants, 
including one from First Evan, Jim and 
his wife Barbara, who spent many years 
at First Evan prior to their marriage, 
returned to First Evan in January of 2007.  
Jim joined the FEC Church Mission Board 
in October of 2008, where he has served in 
several capacities.  Jim has a deep history, 
love, and passion for missions. We look 
forward to his leadership in this vital and 
strategic area of First Evan’s ministry.  We 
are blessed and excited to have someone 
with Jim’s knowledge and experience to 
step in for a seamless transition as Pradip 
and Judith make their way to the field.

Interim Director of Global Missions

Pastor of Covenant Hope Church, a new 
church plant in the heart of the Middle 
East. Brian was the keynote speaker at our 
2016 Missions Conference.  He encouraged 
us to consider how to reach people who 
have never heard the gospel.

Monday, October 16 
1:00 p.m., Chapel
Join us for popcorn, drinks, 
and  the movie Luther.

The speakers will be Laura McGill, M.D. 
and Brandi Gruber, CNS Health Care. 
They will discuss current research being 
done in Memphis on Alzheimer’s Disease. 

Contact Jerry Johnston at 674-1525.

Over 200 FEC women enjoyed a wonderful 
weekend of rest, relaxation, and renewal 
with speaker/author Carol Kent.

“ThanksFORgiving"

Philippians

Sundays, Beginning October 8
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Progress and Joy in the Faith

Evening Service—New Series  Begins Sunday, 
October 8, 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

A Christmas Festival of Lessons and Carols 
Rehearsals Begin Sunday, October 22 
4:00 p.m., Sanctuary, Dinner to Follow

Community Reformation Service 
Sunday, October 29 
6:00 p.m., Second Presbyterian Church

Join us for worship and a message from Seth 
Stevens from Philippians: Progress and Joy in 
the Faith. www.firstevan.org/sundays

(ESCRA League)

Learn basketball skills, drills, and 
sportsmanship from ECS Head Coach 
Terry Tippett. Potential coaches are also 
welcome to come and get some tips from 
Coach Tippett that have served him well 
over the years. Register at www.firstevan.
org/basketball.

Register at www.firstevan.org/basketball.

Season: December 9–February 17 
Register Now–Sunday, October 29 
Cost: $65 (U8, U10, U12)

Thursday, November 9, 6:30–8:00 p.m., Gym 
Register Now–Sunday, October 29
Cost: $10 (Ages 6–12)

A night of worship with 
Christy Nockels. Ticket 
sales begin Sunday, 
November 12 at 8:00 
a.m. in the Chapel.

WOMEN

Women's Christmas Dinner
Tuesday, December 5 
6:00 p.m., Memphis Hilton 
Cost: $20/person

If you’d like to play in a more competitive 
basketball league or are interested in 
putting together a Crosscheck team, please 
email Bryce at bberry@firstevan.org.  

A festival of music for congregation, choir, 
brass, and organ. Sean Lucas, Senior Pastor 
of Independent Presbyterian Church will 
be preaching. A reception will follow.

Singers who are not regular choir 
members are invited to join us for the 
holiday services on Sunday, December 10 
at 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. RSVP to Jan Spurlin 
for dinner and rehearsals, 682-8452 or 
jspurlin@firstevan.org.

Girls' Getaway
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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

CALENDAR

The Reformation at 500: The Five Solas Sermon Series Begins | Communion  
ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:30 a.m., Off campus 

Fall Break   No MDO; No Heart to Heart; No Midweek dinners or activities  

Impact Fall Fest  9:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m., Jonathan Creek Crossings Camp, Hardin, KY 

LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel  | Deacon/Elder Meeting 
Lifeblood Blood Drive 
First-Time Parent Dinner 6:00 p.m., Off campus 

Operation Broken Silence Eden's Run 5K 9:30 a.m., Shelby Farms Park 

Operation Christmas Child Boxes Begin | L&C Choir Rehearsal and Dinner  4:00 p.m. 

SHAPE Class  9:00 a.m., Moody Room (E143) 
Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel  
Kids Karnival  6:00 p.m., Gym 

He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center 

Reformation Sunday | Community Reformation Service  6:00 p.m., Second Presbyterian Church

LLL Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Communion | Daylight Savings Time Ends (Fall Back) 
ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m., Chapel 
Tippett Basketball Clinic   6:30–8:00 p.m., Gym 

Women's Christmas Dinner Ticket Sales  8:00 a.m., Chapel 
Annual Congregational Meeting and Dessert Fellowship  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
Deacon/Elder Meeting 
Operation Christmas Child Collection Week 

Midweek Fellowship Dinners and Activities End 

World Prayer Focus  5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 

Thanksgiving Eve Soup Supper & Service  5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall & 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
Church Closed for Thanksgiving 
He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center
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MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS

DOWNLOAD OUR APP

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and 
magnify His gospel  

in all of life until He comes.”

Morning Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:00–10:15 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:15–10:40 a.m.

Sanctuary

Fellowship Hall


