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Is nostalgia wasteful 
pining? Being stuck 
in bygones, wistful 
for more of what isn’t 
and won’t be? Is it just 
our inner Uncle Rico 
throwing footballs at 
his tripod, readying his 

40-year-old self to be a high school quarter-
back again? Nostalgia has even been con-
sidered an illness, as in acute homesickness. 

While it has its problems, to never experi-
ence nostalgia is a kind of willed amnesia. 
And anyway, of late I can’t help it. This 
month my oldest daughter graduates 
high school. I did the same, exactly thirty 
years before her. 

So I was thinking of senior years and sym-
metries as I came upon my hometown exit 
on the way to Birmingham and took it. My 
custom-made basketball goal remains at 
the head of our old driveway off Walnut 
Street. Must be thirty-five years ago Dad 
cemented it there. He painted it maroon 
and white, my high school colors. He let-
tered Hamilton Aggies down the pole, faint 
now but still readable. The wooden back-
board has seen better days, as the nostal-
gic say. But there it stands, a weathered 
sentry to my boyhood hoop dreams. 

“You were pretty good at basketball, as I 
recall,” Mrs. Cox told me. The memory of 
the hospitable is kind like that. She and 
her husband, the current homeowners, 
were outside pruning a tree when I pulled 
up. They welcomed me but admitted later 
they feared I might be a Jehovah’s Witness! 

I guess I should be remembered as a bas-
ketball player when my full frame is out 
of the car, though I was never as good as I 
tried to be (God knows how hard I tried). 
I even begged God back then to make me 
good at basketball. But mostly I rode the 
pine in games.

Walnut Street
by Cole Huffman

The Coxes raised beautiful daughters in 
my old house. The floor plan is just as I 
remember, but they’ve updated every-
thing most tastefully. I enjoyed their hu-
mor in showing me the patch of carpet 
they decided to keep inside a closet of a 
room now hardwood floored. Besides the 
basketball goal in the driveway, that clos-
eted piece of mint green plush carpet and 
a wooden apparatus Dad built downstairs 
to support a heavy punching bag were the 
only recognizable artifacts of the Huff-
man era on Walnut Street.  

I instantly liked the Coxes. They told me 
the town is doing well now after some 
years in decline. The newspaper my mom 
used to edit is still being published. They 
gave me a copy to take home. I recognized 
a few names and faces inside. A classmate 
of mine advertised his local insurance 
agency. One of my dad’s old friends is the 
current mayor.

Memory doesn’t always serve me. Ten 
years ago, I went to my twenty-year class 
reunion. My failure to recognize a sixth-
grade girlfriend wounded her feelings a 
bit. But there’s only so much room on my 
mental hard drive. I’ve had to download 
names in a church roughly a sixth of the 
population of my whole hometown. South-
erners are supposed to practice memory 
though, especially on our classmates. We 
pledged as much when we put “Remember 
me!” in each other’s yearbooks.

“It is the South, and so spirits are wel-
come here,” Rick Bragg wrote in My 
Southern Journey. “We cherish the past… 
[and] talk like we are tasting something.” 
I love that turn of phrase. To walk through 
my old house was to taste gratitude again 
for what was. Thirty years ago, that’s the 
house I walked out into the wider world 
from. My daughter embarks from our 
house into her future soon. What will 
things be like in thirty years for her?

I felt no pangs to relive anything during 
my brief visit. I left thanking God for who 
and what I had there when I had it, and 

for who and what I have now in Memphis. 
I prayed blessings for the Coxes as I drove 
on to Birmingham. 

Recently in my readings I was reminded 
that most of us leave out the first part 
of Augustine’s famous dictum about 
our hearts being restless until we rest in 
Christ. Here’s the full quote from the be-
ginning of his Confessions: “You stir man 
to take pleasure in praising you, because 
you have made us for yourself, and our 
heart is restless until it rests in you.”

Nostalgia can be its own kind of restless-
ness. Or perhaps it is more subject to rest-
lessness unless it connects to something 
besides memories indulged for their own 
sake—let’s say unless nostalgia connects 
to praise. It gets dismissed for stirring up 
drippy sentimentalism, but nostalgia can 
glorify God if it stirs the memory to praise 
the One who was with me back then as He 
is now. 

You stir man to take pleasure in praising 
you so that we rest not in our memories 
of places and times so much as in His un-
changing goodness that transcends plac-
es and times. You stir man to take pleasure 
in praising you for His blessings but also to 
love God for God. That’s where I’ve been 
trying to get to for a long time. I started 
from Walnut Street. 

“Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my 
house, that you have brought me thus 
far?” (2 Sam. 7:18)



When considering our Memphis Ministry, Andrew says,

Andrew will continue to have oversight of our Student Ministries, but we have great confi-
dence in the Directors who are leading those areas. Consequently, he will be able to oversee 
those ministries from a higher altitude and concentrate the majority of his time and en-
ergy on growing our outreach to the city. We are thrilled to have him and his whole family 
as part of our church family and look forward to the innovations he will lead.

Andrew Beach, who has served in our Student Ministries for 
12 years, has been given new responsibilities. Under the new 
title of Pastor of Memphis Ministries, he has been tasked 
with the continued development and oversight of local out-
reach and ministry efforts. This includes direct outreach ef-
forts toward our friends and neighbors, as well as leading the 
Memphis Ministries Team of our Church Mission Board in min-
istry efforts with our Memphis Ministry partners.

Trish Cheak 
149 Walnut Ridge Ln. 
Cordova, TN 38018

Larry & Georgia Russell 
2040 Woodchase Cv. 
Cordova, TN 38016

Welcome New Members!

CHURCH-WIDE

Sunday, May 21
Spring Fellowship Sunday

8:45 a.m.        Fellowship 
                             Fellowship Hall 
10:00 a.m.     One Service with Baptism 
                             Sanctuary 
11:15 a.m.     Semi-Annual 
         Congregational Meeting 
                             Sanctuary 
12:00 p.m.     Student Ministries'     
         Spaghetti Lunch & 
         Cake Auction 
                             Fellowship Hall 
5:30 p.m.        World Prayer Focus           
                             Fellowship Hall

On the agenda for the Semi-Annual 
Congregational Meeting will be 
the election of Elders, Deacons, and 
Church Mission Board  members who 
will begin serving in July. The slates, 
which have been approved by the Ses-
sion, will be available for examination 
by the congregation prior to the meet-
ing. In addition, we will be voting on 
the 2017–18 church budget. Nominee 
profiles and reports are available at 
each door to the Sanctuary and may 
also be viewed online: www.firstevan.
org/congregational-meeting.

“O Lord, Listen! O Lord, Forgive! O Lord, 
Hear and Act! For Your Sake, O My God...”  
from Daniel 9:19. This will be a time of 
fasting and prayer for repentance and re-
vival. Visit www.nationaldayofprayer.org.

National Day of Prayer
"For Your Great Name's Sake!"
Thursday, May 4 
12:00–12:50 p.m., Fellowship Hall

“What excites me is our opportunity as individuals, and as a church, to reach 
both our neighbors and our city. Every day we rub shoulders with people in 
our routine spheres of traffic who need to hear and see the love of Jesus. But 
we also see great needs in the distressed parts of our city where we can give 
our time, energy, and resources. We have so many opportunities in this city 
to serve! I hope to be a connector between our ministry partners and our 
congregation so that we are part of God’s Kingdom advancing in our city.”

New Responsibilities

HOW CAN I GET INVOLVED?

Join us for a fantastic week of 
fun, friends, and faith! Register 
your children, grandchildren, 
and guests online by Wednes-
day, May 24. Invitations are also 
available at the Connect Kids 
Welcome Desk.

We need 140 adults and teens to 
bring VBS to life, so grab a friend 
and sign up to serve (Nursery 
provided for volunteers’ chil-
dren age 3 and under). We need 
leaders and assistants, as well as 
help with decorations, snacks, 
craft workshop, and more.

KIDS

Vacation Bible School 
"Maker Fun Factory: 

Created by God, Built For a Purpose"

1)  Sign Up (ages 3.5 through 5th grade) 2)  Volunteer (6th grade & up)

Register or Volunteer by Wednesday, May 24: www.firstevan.org/vbs

June 12–16

June 12–16, 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.; Register by Wednesday, May 24



MISSIONS

ADULTS

WOMEN

Summer Refreshments

Girls' Getaway
September 29–October 1
Marriott Shoals and Spa, Florence, AL
Speaker: Carol Kent, author of When I Lay 
My Isaac Down  Theme: "Unquenchable" 

This summer we will offer a variety of 
groups that will meet at different times 
and places. Register now at www.first 
evan.org/refreshments or pick up a flyer 
at the information desks.

Girls, let’s get away for the weekend to a 
relaxing resort and have some fellowship 
and a time of spiritual refreshment. Be-
cause of the change in venue, and the spe-
cial price they’re giving us, we are starting 
registration on June 1! We have 55 rooms 
at this special rate. For more details, go 
to www.firstevan.org/girlsgetaway.

Why?
 And Other Questions of Curiosity.

Why?
 And Other Questions of Curiosity.

Why should I download 
the new "First Evan" App?
Because it combines your current 
"TouchPoint" (Church Database) 
App with our old "First Evan" App 
in one new and improved app. 
Features include: online giving, 
registrations, audio and video 
playlists, event calendar, links to 
our website, and our church cam-
pus map. If you have an account 
you will have all your current ac-
cess priveleges.

DOWNLOAD THE FIRST EVAN APP: 
iOS (iPhone, iPad): www.firstevan.org/ios-app 

Android: www.firstevan.org/android-app

   

Note: If you already had the old "First Evan" App, 
update your app to the latest version. 

If you already have the "Touchpoint" App, 
you may remove it. The new "First Evan" App 

contains the same information.

If you like to sing, and your summer 
schedule will be more flexible than usual, 
please consider helping the Worship Choir 
lead the Classic Service as you are able 
during the summer months. Please let us 
know if you’ll be joining us. For more in-
formation, call the Worship Office at 682-
8452 or email jspurlin@firstevan.org.

STUDENTS WORSHIP

This incredible event supports Mission 
Memphis, Student Ministries' Mission 
Project in July. We invite you to come 
and enjoy a delicious spaghetti lunch, 
which includes a dinner roll, drink, and 
dessert. Our famous cake auction takes 
place during the lunch. Be prepared to bid 
and take home the best homemade cakes 
ever! Impact and Crossroads students 
will be selling tickets prior to the event. 
If you are interested in baking a cake, 
contact Andrea at alopez@firstevan.org.

Spaghetti Lunch & Cake Auction

Summer Choir

"Understanding & Engaging

Sunday, May 21, 12:00–2:00 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall; Cost: $5/person; $25 max

Wednesday Dinners: 
5:00 p.m., Chapel 
Rehearsals: 
6:15–8:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary

Summer R  �eshments

CARE

Thursday, May 25, 9:30 a.m., Soltau Center
He Cares

Please contact Rhonda Finfrock at 683-
0757 or rhondafinfrock@comcast.net.

Take a trip down 

Join us for popcorn, drinks, and the show-
ing of The Sound of Music (Part II).

LLL Luncheon

LLL Movie Day

Life Line Screening

Saturday, May 6 
11:00 a.m. 
Fellowship Hall

Friday, June 2 
8:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Monday, May 15 
1:00 p.m., Chapel

Let’s Make A

LUNCHEON
Saturday, May 6

MEMORY

(Ministry for the homebound)

2017 Mission Trips

Madrid, Spain, June 9–20
Team leaders: Josh Hudson & Rich Lewis 
(team is full) 

Jurbise, Belgium, July 15–29
Team leader: Buddy Jones
buddyjones0@gmail.com 
(room for one more team member)

Dearborn, Michigan, July 21–28

Queens, New York, July 21–29

Nepal, Fall 2017

Team leader: Terry Mudder

Team leader: Jessica Tinsley

Team leader: Alex Hugo

terrymudder@yahoo.com

jtinsley@firstevan.org

ahugo93@hotmail.com

Please contact the team leaders if you 
are interested in these opportunities to 
GO and/or to SEND (pray & give), to 
learn about missions, and to minister to 
people with the love of Christ. These trips 
are organized for missions exposure and 
training, for evangelizing the lost, and for 
the encouragement of missionaries and 
nationals who have been laboring in the 
field for many years. Visit www.firstevan.
org/mission-trips.

Muslims" Seminar
Thursday, May 4, 6:30–8:30 p.m. 
World Relief Memphis 
(3340 Poplar Ave., Deerfield Building, 
 Suite 222, Memphis, TN 38111) 
www.worldreliefmemphis.org

+ =

Old  
"First Evan" 

App

New 
"First Evan" 

App

"TouchPoint" 
(Church Database) 

App

memory lane with Broadway-themed mu-
sic by Westbrook Entertainment. Come ear-
ly and ready for the paparazzi! RSVP to 
Susanna Winter by Wednesday, May 3 
at 487-2819.

Register for a wellness package which in-
cludes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis 
screening from $149 ($139 with our mem-
ber discount). All five screenings take 
60–90 minutes to complete. Register to 
receive a $10 discount off any package 
priced above $129, by calling 1-888-
653-6441 or visit www.lifelinescreening.
com/communitycircle.
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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

CALENDAR

National Day of Prayer  12:00–12:50 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

"Understanding & Engaging Muslims" Seminar  6:30–8:30 p.m., World Relief Memphis 

LLL Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Communion Sunday 

Deacon/Elder Meeting 

Child Dedication | Mother's Day 
LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 
Spring Fellowship Sunday: 
Fellowship, 8:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall   One Service with Baptism, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary  

Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting, 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary 

Student Ministries' Spaghetti Lunch & Cake Auction, 12:15 p.m., Fellowship Hall  

World Prayer Focus 5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center | Last Day of MDO 
Church Closed for Memorial Day

Girls' Getaway  Registration Begins Online  | VBS Volunteer Training  6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Life Line Screening  8:00 a.m.–5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Communion Sunday | Missions Lunch (S. Sudan)  serving begins at 11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

VBS Volunteer Training  6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Crossings Camp 

VBS Volunteer Lunch & Set-up  12:15 p.m.,  Fellowship Hall | No Evening Service 

Deacon/Elder Meeting 

VBS  8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 

Summer Fellowship Sunday: 
Brunch, 8:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall   Sunday School, 10:00 a.m.  One Service, 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary 
Father's Day | No Evening Service 

LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 
Child Dedication | Silent Art Auction Begins | No Evening Service 
Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel  
He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center
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MANAGE YOUR 
CHURCH-WIDE SUBSCRIPTIONS

WORSHIP

“To glorify Jesus Christ and 
magnify His gospel  

in all of life until He comes.”

8:45 a.m.   Classic Service

11:15 a.m.   Contemporary Service

6:00 p.m.   Evening Service

10:00 a.m.  Sunday School Classes

Sanctuary

Sanctuary

Fellowship Hall


