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There are two primary deficits in the 
church’s witness, historically consid-
ered. One is repentance deficit and the 
other conviction deficit. Repentance 
deficit makes us seem superior to oth-
ers. Conviction deficit makes us accom-
modate sin.

The best contemporary definition of sin 
I’ve found is from Francis Spufford’s 
book Unapologetic: Why, Despite Ev-
erything, Christianity Can Still Make 
Surprising Emotional Sense. Written as 
an apologia to a skeptical British read-
ership, Spufford, a journalist, calls sin 
“the human propensity to [mess] things 
up.” (He even puts it in a formula: “HPt-
FtU”) I don’t use his actual word choice 
myself but do find it a fitting convey-
ance of what the Puritan Ralph Venning 
called the sinfulness of sin. Spufford: 
“What we’re talking about here is not 
just our tendency to lurch and stumble 
and screw up by accident, our passive 
role as agents of entropy. It’s our active 
inclination to break stuff, ‘stuff’ here in-
cluding moods, promises, relationships 
we care about, and our own well-being 
as well as other people’s, as well as ma-
terial objects whose high gloss positively 
seems to invite a big fat scratch.”   

Repentance deficit denies our own per-
sonal ongoing bout with sin. Conviction 
deficit denies sin as the major crack 
in everything that it is. Repentance in 
Scripture conveys a change of mind. 
Conviction is its evidence. 

Repentance is not just for turning from un-
righteousness. Repentance is also about 
pulling self-righteousness out of us. In 
cases of repentance deficit, our self-
righteousness is in the gospel’s way. Re-
pentance recognizes the ground is level 
at the foot of the cross, and so before 
I say to someone let’s talk about your 
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sin, I first say my sin has been 
overcome by the overwhelm-
ing love and power of a holy 
God available in His grace. I 
don’t act like I don’t still screw 
things up.  

Repentance turns us. Convic-
tion walks in the direction of 
the turn. Convictions develop 
when we’re walking in Christ-
righteousness. But in cases of 
conviction deficit, our unrigh-
teousness is in the gospel’s 
way. We treat our own and 
others' sin as if it's not the 
crack in everything it is. 

When we give in to cultural pressure and 
change our minds about what God says 
sin is, it is evidence of the damage convic-
tion deficit causes. It is repentance away 
from God (think of Jesus’ words to the 
churches of Pergamum and Thyatira in 
particular in this context—Rev. 2:12-29). 
When we give in to fundamentalist pres-
sure and externalize sin as the world’s 
problem, not the church's, that does 
damage to gospel advancement too. It is 
a failure of humility and true contrition. 

In gospel engagement with people 
around us, sin is the fundamental issue, 
and we should lead the discussion about 
it with evident repentance and convic-
tion both. People may not agree with 
what we tell them about themselves from 
a biblical framework, but they’re usually 
more inclined to listen if we’re faithful to 
grace and truth, the signature of Jesus 
(John 1:14-18).

“In [its] quest to be inclusive and toler-
ant and up-to-date, the accommoda-
tionists imitated [Jesus’] scandalously 
comprehensive love, while ignoring 
his scandalously comprehensive judg-
ments. They used his friendship with 
prostitutes as an excuse to ignore his 
explicit condemnation of fornication 
and divorce. They turned his disdain 
for the religious authorities of his day 
and his fondness for tax collectors 
and Roman soldiers into a thin ex-
cuse for privileging the secular realm 
over the sacred. While recognizing his 
willingness to dine with outcasts and 

converse with nonbelievers, they de-
emphasized the crucial fact that he 
had done so in order to heal them and 
convert them—ridding the leper of his 
sickness, telling the Samaritans they 
would worship in spirit and in truth, 
urging the woman taken in adultery to 
go and from now on sin no more.”

Remember in Snow White, when the evil 
queen disguised herself and presented a 
poisoned apple to Snow? The girl was 
hesitant to take it—she intuited some-
thing was up—but the queen cut the ap-
ple in half, eating the good half herself. 
Snow’s fateful bite into the poisoned 
half put her in a kind of death-sleep from 
which her prince would rescue her.

That’s what sin has done to us, but con-
viction deficit won’t name the poison—
won’t call a bad apple a bad apple. An-
other journalist, Ross Douthat of The 
New York Times, wrote a book called 
Bad Religion: How We Became a Nation 
of Heretics, wherein he describes con-
viction deficit in what he calls accommo-
dationist Christianity:
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Midweek at First Evan

Palm Sunday Choir for 
"Awesome Wonder: 
The Majesty and Glory"

Wednesdays through April 26 
Dinner from 5:00–6:00 p.m.

Friday, April 7 
6:30 p.m., Gym Area

All ages!  
FREE Admission! 

Sundays through April 2 
4:00–5:45 p.m., Choir Room

The cost is only $6/adult, $3/child 
(3–10 years old) with a family max of $30. 
$7 per take home meal.
Visit: www.firstevan.org/midweek.

Singers who are not regular choir mem-
bers are invited to join with the Worship 
Choir and members of the Memphis Sym-
phony Orchestra for this special seasonal 
event on Sunday, April 9. Please contact 
the Worship Office at 682-8452 if you 
will attend rehearsals. 

Hugh & Laurie Armistead 
3005 Goodwyn Green Circle 
Memphis, TN 38111

Joe "Rocky" & Deborah Graves 
5655 Malone Road 
Olive Branch, MS 38654

Are you looking for a 
place to serve at First 
Evan? Perhaps you 
don't have much extra 
time and can't commit 

Why?
 And Other Questions of Curiosity.

Just for fun, we would like to take a 
corner of the newsletter and answer 
some of the “curiosity” questions 
we are asked from time to time. We 
figure if a few people ask it, there are 
probably a few more thinking it.

Some of you remember the old days 
when there was a phone mounted 
on the modesty wall right next to 
the pastor’s chair on the platform.  
It was there for him to talk to the 
sound booth if there were some 
adjustments he needed them to 
make or perhaps for someone to 
call him if there was some kind of 
emergency. Nowadays—we text.

Why would a pastor be sitting 
on the platform obviously 

texting during the service? 

Embracing 
Hospitality

to something every month. We have an 
opportunity that is just for you! We need 
volunteers to man the welcome desks be-
fore and after the Contemporary Service on 
Sunday mornings. We are also looking for 
volunteers to help guide visitors in the park-
ing lots. You can choose the Sundays you 
would like to serve. This is an easy way to 
carry out our critical initiative of embracing 
hospitality! If interested, contact Crickett 
Keeth at ckeeth@firstevan.org. 

Monday, March 13–Thursday, March 16
Spend Spring Break With Us!

Monday Grizzlies Game 
6:00–10:00 p.m., FedEx Forum

Monday Grizzlies Game 
6:00–10:00 p.m., FedEx Forum

Tuesday Special 
12:00–3:00 p.m., Impact Room

Tuesday Pink Palace Outing 
12:00 p.m., meet at church

Wednesday Workday 
12:00–4:00 p.m., Impact Room

Thursday Shelby Farms Outing 
12:00–4:00 p.m., meet at church

Thursday Thrift Store Outing 
12:00–2:30 p.m., meet at church

Impact: "Spring Break 2017"

Crossroads: "Experience Our City"

Tickets are $10 (first come, first served)

Tickets are $10 (first come, first served)

Lunch and games

Eat before and bring $20 for IMAX

Construction and decorating with lunch

Shelby Farms trip

Bring money for Jerry's SnoCones

FAMILY

KIDS

Father-Daughter 
Valentine Princess Prom
Daughters from two years old to adult 
were treated to a special night out with 
their daddies, encouraging real and God-
honoring relationships in their lives. About 
115 people attended the dinner and 
dance! Princess costumes, music, décor, 
and a visit from a real, live princess made 
the event a night to remember! Special 
thanks to Cortney Cannon, Sherri Bonar, 
Jill Hopkins, Maria Cox, Kelsey Berry, 
Nick Toebbe, and Kelley Clack for their 
hard work to make the event happen! All 
the daddies and daughters cut a rug out 
on the dance floor with a waltz dance les-
son from Mike & Jessica Tinsley (with a 
little help from Keeley Tinsley).

Volunteers 6th grade and up are invited 
to help. For details and to watch the VBS 
intro video, visit www.firstevan.org/vbs.

Let's mix generations for a night of com-
munity. There will be a family-friendly 
movie, board games, prizes, popcorn, 
open gym, and more! Invite your friends 
and neighbors—local and international. 
Grandparents, bring your grandkids! Par-
ents or a guardian must accompany chil-
dren 14 and under. 

"Maker Fun Factory"
June 12–16, Ages: 3½ years 
through entering 5th grade 
Registration kickoff: Sunday, April 2 

Vacation Bible School

Volunteers Needed!
Looking for teen or adult buddies to help 
with specific preschool children during 
Sunday School once a month or every oth-
er week. Email children@firstevan.org. 

First Evan Night In



Focus On: First Evan Staff  

Our College Intern,  
Joanna Bernardini, is 
a native Memphian 
who has been at First 
Evan since 1998. She 
is majoring in Hospi-
tality at the Univer-

MEN

CARE

WOMEN MISSIONS

MEMPHIS MINISTRY

A Colorful Day  

Abundance Conference

Sarah Maddox will review a book on 
contentment. For more information, con-
tact Cathy Graham at 685-1028 or email 
cathygraham@icloud.com.

For more information, contact Rhonda 
Finfrock at 683-0757 or rhondafinfrock@
comcast.net.

ACT II Widows Fellowship  
Monday, March 6, 10:00 a.m., Chapel

He Cares 
Thursday, March 30, 9:30 a.m.,  
Soltau Center

(Ministry for the Homebound)

Men's Retreat 

Men's Fish Fry

April 28–30, Mammoth Spring, AR 
Guest Speaker: Stacy Tyson 
Register online begining March 12

Tuesday, March 28 
6:00 p.m., F-Hall 
Cost: $7/person, 
$50/table

Join us for a weekend of Bible teaching, 
great food, fishing, canoeing, bonfires, 
cornhole, and worship. All men 14 and older 
are invited to come! For more information, 
visit www.firstevan.org/mens-retreat.

sity of Memphis and aspires to one 
day be a florist and event decorator.  
Joanna enjoys drawing, loves her dog 
(Desperado), is "addicted to sweet 
tea," and is "obsessed with Scotland" 
where she worked at summer camp 
in the Outer Herbides. Something you 
may not know about Joanna is that 
she once rode horseback in the des-
ert with Navajo Native Americans. In 
her spare time, she enjoys volunteer-
ing with high schoolers in Crossroads.

Thanks to all who made A Color-
ful Day a huge success. Our speaker, 
Debbie Hannah Skinner, challenged us 
to cultivate a rested heart in this rest-
less world. Some take-away nuggets 
from Debbie: “We rest our way into rest. 
We don’t work our way into rest.” “Rest 
instead of rant.” “Am I a moving target, 
never stopping long enough for God to 
‘dress me’ for the day?” “Whose voice 
have you been listening to?”

Oasis
Restof

Oasis
Restof

Oasis
Restof

Matthew
11:28-30

A Colorful Day

Some comments from attendees: 
“I feel so encouraged and 

full of rest now. Thank you!”

“This was JUST what I needed.”

“It was a word in season to 
one who is weary.”

“I just wanted to thank you 
personally for scheduling this 

conference. I have had to make 
some challenging decisions 

in my life recently and I 
really needed this rest.”

We have a great opportunity to hear from 
a number of gifted speakers and record-
ing artists including Kelly Minter, Lisa 
Harper, Lysa TerKeurst, Angela Thomas-
Pharr, Natalie Grant, and Christy Nock-
els. In light of this opportunity in April, we 
won’t be having an April Dinner this year. 
For more information and to register, 
go to www.firstevan.org/abundance.

ADULTS
LLL Luncheon 
Saturday, March 4 
11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall

LLL Movie Day  
Monday, March 20 
1:00 p.m., Chapel 

"Hats Off to You!" Wear your favorite hat. 
Musical guests Tracy Long and Bucky 
Walters will be performing. For more 
information, contact Halene Thompson 
at 682-8452.

Join us for popcorn, drinks, 
and the showing of Fireproof.

Do Justice: An Interactive

A collaborative, interactive experience, 
followed by a sit-down dinner, where 
participants will engage issues of global 
injustice and be challenged to respond. 
During dinner we will hear from Rev. Dr. 
Jo Anne Lyon on the topic of Biblical 
justice. Hosted by Orphanos, Women of 
Hope International, and RestoreCorps.
Watch this short video for more infor-
mation: www.firstevan.org/do-justice.

Justice Experience 
Thursday, March 30, 6:00 p.m. 
Propcellar Warehouse

Friday p.m., April 21 & 
Saturday a.m., April 22 
Bellevue Baptist Church

This is a great event for fish, food, and 
fellowship. Our guest speaker, Stephen 
Bargatze, will share his personal testi-
mony and journey towards Christ. Mr. 
Bargatze's relationship with Christ helped 
him overcome his troubled childhood. 
Stephen is a professional magician and 
comedic entertainer who uses his magic 
to show how drugs, alcohol, and tobac-
co can affect lives. Great event for young 
men to attend. For tickets, contact Larry 
Peebles at 277-5562 or men@firstevan.
org. For more information visit www.first 
evan.org/mens-fish-fry.

 
We have been blessed with many short-
term trip opportunities this year, both in 
the U.S. and abroad. Each trip partners 
with FEC missionaries or ministry partners 
and involves a different type of ministry. 
Some focus on kids and youth through 
VBS or sports camps, while others cen-
ter on teaching, evangelism, and service. 
Please consider praying for, giving to, or 
going on one of these trips. We can help 
find one suitable for you or your family. 
For a complete list of trips or more 
information, contact the Missions 
Office at missions@firstevan.org or visit 
www.firstevan.org/mission-trips.

2017 Short-term Mission Trips
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CALENDAR
8:45 a.m. 
Classic Service 
(Sanctuary)

10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School Classes

11:15 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 
(Sanctuary)

6:00 p.m. 
Evening Service 
(Fellowship Hall)

LLL Luncheon 11:00 a.m.–1:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Communion 
ACT II Widows Fellowship 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
Daylight Savings Time Begins 2:00 a.m. 

Spring Break: Mother's Day Out & Midweek will NOT meet 
Impact & Crossroads Spring Break see schedules on inside 

LLL Movie Day 1:00 p.m., Chapel | Deacon/Elder Meeting 

Lifeblood Drive 4:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall Foyer 

Men's Fish Fry 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

He Cares 9:30 a.m., Soltau Center | Do Justice 6:00 p.m., Propceller Warehouse

VBS registration kickoff online 
ACT II Widows Fellowship 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
First Evan Night In 6:30 p.m., Gym Area 

Palm Sunday "Awesome Wonder: The Majesty and Glory" 9:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

Deacon/Elder Meeting 

Good Friday Service with Communion 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
Easter 

LLL Movie Day 1:00 p.m., Chapel 

Abundance Conference Women's Ministry, Bellevue Baptist 

All-Church Picnic 11:30 a.m., East Lawn 

Caregivers 7:00 p.m., Chapel 

Midweek Ends | Awana Awards Night 

He Cares 9:30 a.m., Soltau Center 

Men's Retreat Mammoth Spring, AR
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(Church CLOSED April 14–15)


