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A minister from across 
the pond, in an old book 
you haven’t read, made 
the observation that 
young pastors will try 
to attain by one jump 
the height others have 

reached by a long series of single steps in a 
quarter century of labors. I’ve been laboring 
at preaching now a quarter century. That’s 
not a lot of time as time goes, but enough 
time to find your voice and know your reach 
as a preacher. It’s enough time to maybe 
have something to write for publication.

The risk in writing a book when you’re young 
in ministry is that your perspective changes 
as you go, not wholesale usually, but enough 
by turns to consider that edition of yourself 
going out of print a mercy. Like the feeling I 
get pulling an old sermon out for reference: 
I subjected God’s people to this? A preaching 
career is not made in leaps and bounds, no. 
It is a long obedience in the same direction.

I’ve come to the point in my labors where 
I asked our Session (Board of Elders) for 
a study break. They’ve granted me the 
month of July. A study break is not because 
something is wrong. Nor is it a sabbatical. 
It’s not even a break. I will be at work every 
day, I just won’t be preaching in July. Weekly 
sermon prep energies will be put into 
writing. It’s my hope to take our most recent 
series in John and turn it into a book. 

In an article titled “Green-Eyed Verbs,” 
Sarah Manguso put the objective of writing 
this way (her words apply to preaching too): 
“The purpose of being a serious writer is 
not to express oneself, and it is not to make 
something beautiful, though one might 
do those things anyway. Those things are 
beside the point. The purpose of being a 
serious writer is to keep people from despair. 
If you keep that in mind always, the wish to 
make something beautiful or smart looks 

Out Walking
a Line
by Cole Huffman

slight and vain in comparison. If people read 
your work and, as a result, choose life, then 
you are doing your job” (emphasis mine).

The material in John’s Gospel—the way 
Jesus is presented embodying full grace 
and truth in power—is to keep people from 
despair. The Word became flesh and moved 
into the neighborhood. As I’ve done my job 
preaching through the seven sign events 
in John, I’ve found much more than one 
sermon per sign can articulate. Instead of 
immediately moving on to the next series, I 
want to take these texts and sermons out for 
a longer walk. That’s what Joseph Epstein 
calls the act of writing: taking a line out for 
a walk.

A study break also provides sculpting space 
for future sermon series. I want to reflect 
on where our pulpit ministry has been and 
is going. Do you know in a quarter century 
of preaching I have never taught through 
the book of Romans? Or Hebrews, or 1 
Corinthians, or Luke and Acts, or Revelation? 
That’s just the New Testament. And books I 
have taught long ago need revisiting. 

To think: Coming out of seminary I actually 
wondered if I might run out of things to 
teach someday. When I was a kid I asked 
my dad, driving us down the interstate on 
vacation with the car stereo tuned to soft 
rock, if singers would ever run out of songs. 
He laughed. 

“Of making many books there is no end, 
and much study is a weariness of the flesh” 
(Eccl. 12:12). I’m not weary of preaching and 
looking for a break. I’m invigorated by it. I’ve 
simply requested space to create something 
more lasting from my preaching. 

Thank you for your prayers for me in this. 
A concern the elders have, because we’re 
realists, is that some may take the occasion 
of my study break to take a break from our 
worship services. I hope that isn’t you, dear 
reader. I know our church is larger than 
whoever occupies its pulpit. I’ll be here all 

five Sundays this July, seeking along with 
you, edification from the word of the cross 
delivered by the Spirit of the Lord through 
the men who will preach in my stead.

And then I’ll retreat to my study, take up my 
keyboard like a leash, and stretch the legs of 
verbs and nouns and adjectives, seeing how 
far we can get.



Re-liable. Liable means responsible. Re means over and over 
again. For 25 years Don Warren has personified reliability 
as a First Evan pastoral staffer. Reliable people don’t ask for 
attention, but we want to recognize and honor Don for his 
service here. 

Right after graduating from Moody Bible Institute in Chicago 
he came to Memphis, closer to his native Florida, to work with 
our junior high students. Soon after arriving at First Evan, he 
met his wife Sabrina. Two girls, Abigail and Hannah, would 
complete the family. It’s hard to think of the First Evan family 
without the Warrens among us.

Today in his Pastor of Administration/COO capacity, Don 
oversees our support staff and finance office. Just like how 
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Welcome New Members!

CHURCH-WIDE Celebrating 25 Years at First Evan: Pastor Don Warren

Thank You, Bulletin Brigade!

Until the bulletin took on a new format this spring, for many years there was a faithful 
group of senior adults, behind-the-scenes servants, who came every week (on Friday 
mornings, usually) to “stuff” our bulletins with the many announcements and other 
types of inserts. Week in and week out they would gather to get our bulletins ready for 
Sunday morning.

According to one recent regular member, the gathering also gave these friends the 
opportunity to play Rummikub after their work was completed!

The new bulletin format does away with inserts, and therefore also with the need for 
bulletin stuffers. So, for a job well done, we thank the many members of the now retired 
Bulletin Brigade!

our giving boxes aren’t hidden, but neither front-and-center, so Don’s role is a vital but 
behind-the-scenes service to the act of worship that is our giving. The ministry of seeing 
that the books balance and the facility functions is part of doing all things “decently and 
in order” that is the calling of the church (1 Cor. 14:40). That’s Don’s ministry and for 25 
years—through four senior pastorates—Don has stayed focused on it and faithful to it.

We thank God for the blessing of Don Warren’s tenure and wish him many more fruitful 
years on our staff. 
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Discover First Evan

Promotion Sunday

A class for anyone wanting to learn more 
about First Evan or desiring membership 
(you are in no way obligated to join). For 
questions, contact Jacki Stieferman at 
jstieferman@firstevan.org. Register by 
July 2 at www.firstevan.org/dfe.

Place your bid on art created by First Evan 
artists to help support the team going to 
Queens, NY to take VBS to the international 
community at Grace Fellowship Church, July 
22–29. You can also give online at: www.
firstevan.org/giving. Be sure to indicate 
“NYC Missions Trip” when you give.

Children and students will promote to a 
new Sunday School class. Save the date 
and plan to be a little early that morning!

Sundays, July 9 and 16, 10:00 a.m., E236

Bid Sundays, now through July 16 
8:45 a.m.–11:15 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Sunday, August 13

Queens, NY Trip,  Silent Art Auction

Silent Art Auction



KIDS

Over 150 teen and adult volunteers made our “Maker Fun Factory: Created by God, 
Built for a Purpose” VBS a huge success. We ministered to about 400 kids this year 
through Bible teaching and memorization, small group time, game time, creative snacks, 
and crafts. Every part of VBS points our kids to Jesus. VBS 2017 wouldn’t have happened 
without the support of the First Evan congregation and volunteers who gave their time 
and energy to serve. Thank you for making a difference in the lives of these children. 68% 
of the kids who came to VBS do not attend First Evan. Many children from First Evan and 
our community heard the simple, Biblical truths that were taught, and were able to see 
the love of Jesus through the hands and feet of those who served.

Over the course of the week, the kids raised  $2,189.35 in our “Make a Difference 
Challenge: Boys vs. Girls” to send “Maker Fun Factory” VBS to an international group 
of children in Queens, NY through our Missions Ministry. Please pray for our Queens, 
NY team as they go to teach VBS for a second time this year, the week of July 
21–29. You can supplement the kids’ giving at www.firstevan.org/giving.

Vacation Bible School Report

Children's Ministry Staff Change
We want to make 
the Body aware of a 
staff transition in the 
Children's Ministry. 
Jessica Tinsley will 
be leaving our staff 
at the end of June. 
She has done so 
many amazing things 
with our Children's Ministry and she 
will be sorely missed.  Jessica is a very 
talented artist and is stepping out of the 
Children’s Director role to further pursue 
her passion for art and spend more time 
as a mom and wife.  

Beginning July 1, Cortney Cannon will be 
assuming the Children's Ministry Director 

position. We feel that 
God has especially 
set the table for this 
transition in bringing 
Cortney to us a couple 
of years ago, allowing 
her to gain valuable 
experience with Jessica 
and the rest of the 

team, and now sensing God's leading into 
this new role. 

Please keep Jessica, Cortney, and the 
entire Children's Ministry in your prayers.

Why?
 And Other Questions of Curiosity.

Why register your
Kroger card online?

Kroger allows you to link your 
card to one charity through their 
Community Rewards Program.
You can have extended family 
members and friends register as 
well. To register, simply activate 
your card at www.kroger.com, 
click "log-in," then click on 
the "community" tab. Register 
your card to "First Evangelical 
Church" organization number 
"23883." It only takes a few 
minutes to register. We would 
love your support!

ADULTS RECREATION

Join us for popcorn, drinks, and the 
showing of Stars and Stripes Forever.

"This Is My Country" Girls Basketball Camp

Mighty Mommas Circuit Class

Fall Soccer and Flag Football

LLL Luncheon

LLL Movie Day

Saturday, July 8 
11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall

Monday, July 17, 1:00 p.m., Chapel

We will honor those who have served our 
country. A real red, white, and blue day you 
will not want to miss! Centered around 
our veterans will be stories, pictures, and 
color guard. Menu: Fried/grilled chicken 
and apple pie. RSVP to Susanna Winter 
487-2819 by Wednesday, July 5.

CARE

 
www.firstevan.org/recreation

Children compete in a relaxed environment 
perfect for the new kid on the block and 
challenging enough for the regular player. 
This is a great introduction to sports that 
will help develop motor skills and strength 
that will serve them later on in life! 
Register at www.firstevan.org/fallsports.

Mondays and Thursdays, Now thru July 31 
9:45–10:45 a.m., Multi-purpose Room

Register by August 6 
Cost: $65; Ages 5–12
U5/U6 Soccer Season: 
Friday nights, beginning September 8

Soccer/Football Season: Saturday 
mornings, beginning September 9

Get fit in this beginner-friendly circuit class, 
focusing on cardio, strength, and total body 
fitness. www.firstevan.org/recreation

(Based on June 1, 2017 age)

(6 games; no game October 13)

(7 games; no game October 14)

July 19–21; For rising 5th–8th grade girls
9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Gym

Thursdays, June 29 and July 27 
9:30 a.m., Soltau Center

He Cares

Contact Rhonda Finfrock at 683-0757 or 
rhondafinfrock@comcast.net.

(Ministry for the homebound)

Monday, June 26, 7:00 p.m., Chapel
Caregivers

Speaker: Blake Dorsett. Topic: Legal and 
financial planning for families dealing 
with Alzheimer's. Contact Jerry Johnston 
at 674-1525.

(Ministry to those caring for others)

Circuit Class
Mommas

Mondays & Fridays
Now thru July 31
9:45–10:45 a.m.

Multi-purpose Room

www.firstevan.org/recreation

Mighty

 Get fit in this beginner-friendly circuit class,
focusing on cardio, strength, and total body fitness.
Young mothers striving to rediscover their strength

and confidence will find a community of friends having
fun while focusing on their overall fitness. No heavy lifting. 



Restore Corps exists to eradicate human 
trafficking by empowering survivors, 
equipping communities, and seeking 
justice through systemic change. They are 
the single point of contact for the Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation (TBI) for human 
trafficking crimes in West Tennessee. 
Whenever the TBI receives a referral of a 
woman escaping sex trafficking, Restore 
Corps receives the call and is responsible 
for providing services. Their aim is to help 
women know the fullness and significance 
of their humanity and identity in Christ by 
helping them transition out of trafficking. 

(Three year term beginning July 2017)

(Approved by the CMB and the Session)

MEMPHIS MINISTRY

Kassie and I have been blessed to be a 
part of the First Evan family for many 
years and are thankful for the support, 
encouragement, and prayer throughout 
our three years of marriage. Last year, we 
felt the Lord was leading us into a new 
chapter in our lives. After much prayer, 
we know that God has called us to move 
overseas to serve as missionaries among 
the people of Ukraine.

Ukraine is an Eastern European nation still 
living in the shadow of its Soviet past. Yet, 
we believe God is working in Ukraine to 
create disciple-making movements that 
will bring renewal to people’s lives through 
true, personal relationships with Christ.

We are excited to partner with our 
missions agency CRM and fellow First 
Evan missionaries, David and Katya 
Bute, in their ongoing ministry efforts in 
Cherkassy, Ukraine. We want to share the 
gospel and make disciples in life-on-life 
relationships through English teaching 
and community outreach.

It has been amazing to see how God has 
used individuals, my opportunity to work 
in the Missions Office, and the First Evan 
community to bring us to this point. We 
ask for your continued prayers as we raise 
support and transition to life and ministry 
in Ukraine.

Back row: Laura Beth Knight,  
Gail Alverson, Mike Carpenter,  
Chris Hogue, Frank Cook (Deacon) 
Front row: Abby Dixon, Grady 
Sanborn (Elder), Andrew Beach 
Not pictured: Jan Mitchell

Pradip and Judith 
Caleb and Kassie Sanborn (CRM, Ukraine)

Please support them 
financially and in prayer.

Newest Partnership: Restore Corps

A Letter From Our
Newest Missionaries:
Caleb and Kassie Sanborn

Summer Missions and
Memphis Ministries Lunches

Their volunteer needs include yard work 
at a home where their women currently 
live and providing "safe kit" and household 
items. You can donate items at the 
Fellowship Hall table on July 16, 23, and 
30. For a list of items, please contact 
Andrew Beach, Pastor of Memphis 
Ministries, at abeach@firstevan.org. 
Restore Corps will share a God At Work 
message on Sunday, July 23 during the 
services, with a Memphis Ministries 
Lunch to follow (serving begins at11:30 
a.m.) We hope you will join us!

Sunday, June 25  Caleb and Kassie 
Sanborn (CRM, Ukraine) and 

Everyone is invited to attend the 
following lunches in the Fellowship Hall 
following the worship services. Hear 
from some of our missionaries and 
Memphis Ministry partners:

Sunday, July 9
Sunday, July 16
Sunday, July 23
Sunday, July 30

MISSIONS New Church Mission Board 

New Missionaries

Global Missions Team:

Memphis Ministries Team:

Pradip and Judith
Ross and Sara

David and Jessica

Mission Memphis
Restore Corps

Kate Patrick, Ed Gold, 
Wes McCann, Braden Tyler, 
Benjamin Brenner, Scott 
Arnwine, Lynn Wheeler, 
Bobby Baumer (Chairman), 
Pradip, Leigh Sistrunk, Jim 
Pendleton, Jo Anne Clark, 
Daryl Vrbas (Deacon), April 
Fichthorn, Tom Frazier, 
Christopher Marino 
Not pictured: Jimmy Garrison 
(Elder), Liz Jarvis, Tim Price



STUDENTSWORSHIP

Crossings Camp Report
Crossings summer camp in Hardin, 
Kentucky was an amazing and God-filled 
week for our 73 students and leaders 
that attended. We learned about what 
it means to live as Outsiders whose 
citizenship is in Heaven. Both middle 
school and high school students were 
encouraged to live out fearlessness, 
awareness, boldness, and watchfulness.  
Also, during our time at camp, Katie 
Pritchard made the decision to be 
baptized in the lake surrounded by 
supportive friends and family. Praise 
God! It was an incredible week and we are 
looking forward to what God has in store 
as we continue to learn more this summer 
about living for Jesus.

Pastor Seth Stevens will begin a new 
exegetical study entitled Habakkuk: 
Prayer, Faith, and Joy in Dark Times.

Habakkuk

MEN’S
FISH FRY

WOMEN

MEN

Student Ministries' Summer Schedule

Summer Fellowship Sunday

Evening Service

Crossroads Prayer Lunch  11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Wolf River Chick-fil-a  
College Lazy River Day  7:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m., Mammoth Spring, AR 

Crossroads Tuesday Serve  9:30–11:30 a.m., Meet in Gym Lobby 

Impact Bible Study  1:00–3:00 p.m., Impact Room 

Krazy Summer Nights: Redbirds Game  6:00 p.m., Meet in Gym Lobby, Cost: $10

Crossroads Prayer Lunch  11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Wolf River Chick-fil-a  

Mission Memphis 
Crossroads Prayer Lunch  11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Wolf River Chick-fil-a  

Impact Movie Night  7:00–9:00 p.m., Impact Room 

Crossroads Tuesday Serve  9:30–11:30 a.m., Meet in Gym Lobby 

Impact Bible Study  1:00–3:00 p.m., Impact Room 

Krazy Summer Nights: Impact Outdoor Game Night  6:00–8:00 p.m., Meet in Gym Lobby 

Impact Movie Night  7:00–9:00 p.m., Impact Room 

Crossroads Tuesday Serve  9:30–11:30 a.m., Meet in Gym Lobby  

Impact Bible Study  1:00–3:00 p.m., Impact Room 

Krazy Summer Nights: 
Impact trip to Jumping World  6:00–8:00 p.m., Meet in Gym Lobby, Cost: $5 

Crossroads trip to Get Air Trampoline Park 5:30–8:00 p.m., Meet in Gym Lobby, Cost: $15 

Crossroads Prayer Lunch  11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Wolf River Chick-fil-a 

Crossroads Tuesday Serve  9:30–11:30 a.m., Meet in Gym Lobby  

Moving On Up Day  10:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m. 

Crossroads and Impact Wednesday Night resumes  6:15–7:45 p.m.
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Girls' Getaway

Save the Date: All Women's Event

Men's Fish Fry

September 29–October 1

Sunday, August 6, 10:00 a.m., Gym

Tuesday, July 18, 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Cost: $7/person or $50/table

Marriott Shoals and Spa, Florence, AL
Speaker: Carol Kent, author of When I Lay 
My Isaac Down  Theme: "Unquenchable" 
Join us for a weekend of relaxation, 
fellowship, and refreshment. Register at: 
www.firstevan.org/girls-getaway.

All women are invited to a time of worship, 
fellowship, and to hear about the upcoming 
year in Women’s Ministry.

Guest speaker Bill Kish will share stories 
of missions and military service and how 
God radically changed his life. Purchase 
tickets from Larry Peebles at 277-5562 
clpeebles@comcast.net or men@firstevan.
org. Visit www.firstevan.org/mens-fish-fry.

Sunday, July 30

Sundays, June 25–July 16 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Sunday School 
9:00 a.m.–10:15 a.m. 
Fellowship 
10:15–10:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
One Service with Baptism 
10:45 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Sanctuary
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CALENDAR

Queens, NY Trip, Silent Art Auction Begins | Missions Lunch  11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Habbakuk Evening Service Series Begins  6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel  
He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center

No MDO due to holiday 
Church Closed for Independence Day 
LLL Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Communion Sunday | Discover First Evan  10:00 a.m., E236 

Missions Lunch  11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Deacon/Elder Meeting 
Discover First Evan  10:00 a.m., E236 | Mission Memphis Lunch  11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 
Men's Fish Fry  6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Memphis Ministries Lunch  11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center 

Summer Fellowship Sunday: 
Sunday School, 9:00–10:15 a.m.  Fellowship, 10:15–10:45 a.m.  One Service with Baptism, 10:45 a.m.–Noon 

Missions Lunch  Noon, Fellowship Hall 
Sunday School Leadership Meeting  4:30 p.m., Multi-purpose Room 

MDO Summer Ends

All Women's Event  10:00 a.m., Gym | Communion 
Promotion Sunday 
Deacon/Elder Meeting | MDO Begins 
World Prayer Focus  5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 

Parent Orientation  10:00 a.m., Gym 

Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel  
He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center 
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MANAGE YOUR 
CHURCH-WIDE SUBSCRIPTIONS

WORSHIP

“To glorify Jesus Christ and 
magnify His gospel  

in all of life until He comes.”

8:45 a.m.   Classic Service

11:15 a.m.   Contemporary Service

6:00 p.m.   Evening Service

10:00 a.m.  Sunday School Classes

Sanctuary

Sanctuary

Fellowship Hall

(See Student Ministries' Calendar inside) Note: ACT II Widows Fellowship will not meet this summer


