
PASTOR’S PENSÉES

JANUARY 2017 - MMXVII ISSUE I   735 RIDGE LAKE BOULEVARD | MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38120

Calculated in dog years, it’s been not 
quite 200 years since I witnessed my last 
dogfight. One of the hounds of my youth 
was a buff Lab-Chow mix. He got into it 
with other dogs when he wasn’t attacking 
cats. Dogs traipsed through each other’s 
territories in our free range small town 
neighborhood. A mangled ear, a nicked 
foreleg, a slight limp became tokens. As 
a line in Yeats’ poetry put it: “What shud-
ders run through all that animal blood?”

I was in college the first time someone 
used the dogfight metaphor to depict 
a Christian’s struggle with sin. I didn’t 
know the idea was a sanctification of 
Sitting Bull: “Inside of me there are two 
dogs. One is mean and evil and the other 
is good and they fight each other all the 
time. When asked which one wins I an-
swer, the one I feed the most.” 

That illustration has been making its way 
around Christian discipleship, well, for 
many moons. Someone invoked it with 
me recently. Frustrated by a recurring sin 
pattern, he said he felt like his “flesh dog” 
was whipping his “Spirit dog.” It does feel 
like that at times, yes, but it isn’t quite that, 
though old man/new man, old nature/new 
nature, flesh/spirit distinctions are made 
repeatedly throughout the New Testament. 

There are problems with the canine-ing 
of things. For one, God’s Spirit is not re-
ally fighting with those He indwells. In 
fact, He feeds us: fills us to form Christ 
in us (Gal. 4:19), convicts us when we 
go whistling “here boy!” in pet cemeter-
ies. I asked my friend to reimagine things 
along these lines: What if what’s happen-
ing is you’re whistling at a carcass in the 
hope he’ll live again? It’s still not the right 
picture, but even if it was it’s less about 
feeding something living, more like I’m 
trying to reanimate a lifeless form with a 
blood transfusion from my own veins.

 
Sitting Bulls,  
Fighting Dachshunds  
by Cole Huffman

My sinfulness is not something alien to 
me. It is my natural state as a fallen hu-
man being. John Owen, a Puritan theolo-
gian, wrote that grace changes the nature 
of man but nothing changes the nature of 
sin. If I give in to sin, it’s not because sin 
is this whining or snarling presence de-
manding to be fed and I oblige, starving 
out the Spirit as it were. It’s because even 
indwelled by the Spirit of God, the default 
mode of my fallen nature is to seek life 
from what’s lifeless.

I’m resourced by Christ to love Him, to 
order my life around His way and truth, 
and to love my neighbor as I love myself 
(Matt. 22:37-40). How fascinating to me 
that this truth is anchored like that: as I 
love myself. You know—what I’m already 
good at doing as a sinner! Jesus says His 
love for us will meet us there and His life 
in us transforms us on from there, such 
that we’ll start giving to Him and others 
what we’d otherwise reserve for our own 
self-importance. 

The medieval theologian Alan of Lille 
(d. 1203) compared the human soul to a 
cold, dark room, in which are windows 
and shutters. Open the shutters and 
sunlight spills in, illuminating and warm-
ing the room. One of my favorite lines 
in Scripture is Psalm 139:12: “Even the 
darkness is not dark to you; the night is 
bright as the day, for darkness is as light 

with you.” But I have to throw open the 
shutters. I have to keep in step with the 
Spirit (Gal. 5:16). 

The two little dachshund-mix dogs Lynn 
and I got when we first married are gone 
now. In their early years they were in my 
in-laws’ backyard one morning. Somehow 
their collars got hooked. Unable to wrest 
free of one another they panicked and at-
tacked each other. You’ve never lived until 
you see two wiener dogs locked in mortal 
combat—tumbling and dragging, biting 
and clawing. My father-in-law and I both 
heard them and ran outside from differ-
ent directions. Right when we got to them 
they unstuck, turned tail and ran away 
from each other. The tension immediately 
gave way to laughter.

I wonder if when Sitting Bull thought of 
the dogs fighting inside him he pictured 
dachshunds.



For those interested in learning more 
about First Evan or desiring membership. 
Epek Sunday School class will be hosting 
Discover First Evan two Sundays in Janu-
ary (both sessions are required if you are 
pursuing membership). If you have ques-
tions or would like to register, please con-
tact Paula Mayberry at pmayberry@first 
evan.org or 682-8452.

CHURCH-WIDE

First Evan Nominations
Please begin praying about upcoming 
nominations for the office of deacon and 
elder. Because leadership is so vital, our 
Lord Himself prompts and places men in 
areas of service within our fellowship. True 
elders and deacons will be found already 
doing the work. It is our task to discern 
who those individuals may be. Please 
give prayerful consideration to any nomi-
nations you would like to make. A biblical 
description of the kind of men we should 
identify is available on the First Evan web-
site. The nomination forms will be avail-
able the first three Sundays in January.

Discover First Evan
Sundays, January 8 & 22 
10:00–11:00 a.m., Room D113/115

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORSHIP

CHILDREN

Awana is a learn-at-your-own-pace Bible 
memory program, so mid-year is a great 
time to start. If your child is already reg-
istered, it is not necessary to re-regis-
ter. New club members can register at  
www.firstevan.org/awana.

Open gym available to kids through 5th 
grade for play and fellowship time. Please 
invite friends and neighbors for much 
warmer playdates! Note: Parents or 
caregivers must remain with children 
at all times. No child care provided. 

Note: Cubbies is full at this time.

Begins
Soon!

Midweek at First Evan
Wednesdays, beginning January 11 
Dinner from 5:00–6:00 p.m.
The cost is only $6/adult, $3/child (up to 
10 years old) with a family max of $30. 
$7 per take home meal. Drop off the kids 
(6 weeks through 5th grade) at 6:00 p.m. 
and you'll have no problem making it to any 
of the other Midweek offerings by 6:15 p.m.  
Most activities end at 7:30 p.m. with a 
few lasting until 8:00 p.m., but all the kids 
are cared for until 8:00 p.m. for those who 
need it. Don't limit your connection with 
First Evan to Sunday only! Join us to en-
rich your spiritual walk and deepen your 
relationships with others in fellowship. 
Visit www.firstevan.org/midweek for 
more info and to register for activities.

Undie Sunday

Dinner Fellowship Groups
Kickoff in February

Wednesdays, 6:15 p.m., Room D114
Prayer Meeting

Pray weekly for our church, ministries, sick, 
bereaved, country, missionaries and military. 
For more information, contact: Chuck 
Downs at cadowns@bellsouth.net.

Financial Peace

Wednesdays, 6:15 p.m.   
January 11–March 8, Room A221
FPU teaches God's ways of handling 
money, how to get rid of debt, spend and 
save wisely, and more. This course con-
sists of a 9-week video curriculum taught 
by financial expert Dave Ramsey. Details 
& registration: www.firstevan.org/fpu.

University (FPU)

Drop-off barrels are located at all 
entrances and in Fellowship Hall Foyer
This month First Evan is collecting 
NEW undergarments for Memphis-area 
homeless men and women. Needed: 
men's/women's t-shirts, briefs, boxers, 
socks, long johns, and scarves. 

Play 735

Awana
Wednesdays January 11–April 19 
(Awana Awards Night is April 26) 
6:00 p.m., Cubbies (3–5 year-olds): 
Children's Wing, Sparks (K–2nd grade) 
and T&T (3rd–5th grade): Gym

Tuesdays, Gym 
10:00 a.m.–noon

Register
now!

Do you ever feel like there are so many 
folks at First Evan that you don’t know 
and don’t have a way to get to know 
them? Especially those who might not 
be in your same season of life? Well, 
you are not alone. That is one of the rea-
sons we are starting church-wide inter- 
generational Dinner Fellowship Groups 
with registration beginning immediately. 
The emphasis is on fellowship, not pre-
paring gourmet meals. Our goal is to 
put people together so that each group 
has, at most, eight adults. Groups 
may be comprised of all couples, two 
couples and four singles, one couple 
and six singles, etc. It all depends on 
who signs up. Groups will meet once 
a month from February—May in par-
ticipants’ homes, at local restaurants, 
or wherever the group decides. Each 
group will have a Group Coordinator 
who will contact group members to 
arrange details for the first gathering.
To register, visit www.firstevan.org/
dinner-fellowship-groups or contact 
Jacki Stieferman at 682-8452 or  
jstieferman@firstevan.org.

FAMILY
Father-Daughter 
Valentine Princess Prom
Thursday, February 9 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Cost: $10/person ($30 family max)
Fathers and daughters of all ages are in-
vited to join us for a night of food, danc-
ing, ice cream, and lots of fun! Tickets 
will be available for purchase Sun-
day, January 22 in the Fellowship Hall 
or during the week from the church 
receptionist. Or, register online at 
www.firstevan.org/father-daughter.

Child Dedication 
Sunday, February 12
To dedicate your child, please register on-
line by January 29: www.firstevan.org/
childdedication. 

RECREATION

Worship Choir
Wednesdays, 6:15 p.m., Sanctuary
The Choir seeks to glorify God by lead-
ing in our Classic Service and special 
seasonal events: the annual Palm Sun-
day and Christmas services. While pre-
paring weekly anthems in a wide variety 
of styles, the choir’s main function is to 
serve, support, and prompt the congrega-
tion in its expressions of corporate praise. 
For more information, contact Jan 
Spurlin at jspurlin@firstevan.org.  



STUDENTS
360 Weekend  
January 27–29

Midweek Wednesdays, 
January 11–May 3, 6:15–7:45 p.m.  
Impact (Middle School) E226 
Crossroads (High School) E202

Crossroads "Light Nights" 
Sundays, January 15, February 5&19, 
March 5&19, April 2&23, and May 7,  
6:30–8:15 p.m., The Berry's house

Impact "SEC" (Sunday Evening Community) 
The 1st & 3rd Sundays of every month 
beginning January 15, 6:15–8:00 p.m. 
Guys: Darby Smith's house 
Girls: Mae Sistrunk's house

You will have the opportu-
nity to choose two breakout 
sessions for the morning. 
Our guest speaker at lunch 
is Debbie Hannah Skinner, a 

An overnight retreat for Impact and Cross-
roads students! The theme will be "Disci-
pleship." Tom Richter will help us under-
stand more about what discipleship really 
is and how we can take part in it. $75/per-
son. Registration now through January 
15. For more information and to register,  
visit www.firstevan.org/360weekend.

Focus On: First Evan Staff  

Cartrell “Rico” Holt is 
an Advance Memphis 
graduate who has been 
on the maintenance 
staff at First Evan for 
almost two years.

Rico has two sons and 
a daughter he adores. 
They motivate him to 

MEN

WOMEN

Saturday, February 11 
9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
Cost: $10; additional  
$10 for workshop 
Speaker: Debbie Hannah Skinner

Oasis
Restof

Oasis
Restof

Oasis
Restof

Matthew
11:28-30

A Colorful DayA Colorful Day  

February 6–April 24, 6:30–8:00 p.m.,F-Hall

January 11–April 26, 6:15–8:15 p.m., A202

Monday Night Bible Study
"The King is Coming!" (Revelation)

For more information contact Buddy Jones, 
buddyjones0@gmail.com  or 351-3712.

For more information contact 
Don Riley, 461-2819.

Provides an opportunity for students to 
grow in their relationships with Jesus, 
their friends, and their adult small group 
leader. Each week we meet for fellowship, 
worship, teaching, and small group meet-
ings. Small groups are divided by grade 
and gender to discuss the message from 
the evening, build friendships, and pray 
together. It is a great time for students 
to grow deeper in their faith by sharing 
life with each other in a fun-packed eve-
ning. For more information, contact  
students@firstevan.org.

B I B L E  S T U D I E SB I B L E  S T U D I E S

Learning 
A Study on the Life of Christ

 The Masterfrom

Tuesdays, 9:30–11:30 a.m.  |  Wednesdays, 6:15–8:00 p.m.
January 10/11–March 28/29 | www.firstevan.org/h2h

“Men of Prayer: An Exegetical In-Depth 
Study of Old and New Testament Prayers”        

First Men at First Evan 
Wednesday Night Bible Study

"Learning from the Master: A Study on 
the Life of Christ" by Crickett Keeth 
January 10/11–March 28/29 
Tuesdays, 9:30–11:30 a.m., F-Hall 
Wednesdays, 6:15–8:00 p.m., Chapel

Heart to Heart Bible Study 

Can you imagine what it would be like 
to walk with Jesus as the disciples did? 
What would it be like to be with Him ev-
ery day and learn from His life? We may 
not be able to walk physically with Him 
today as the disciples did. However, we 
can learn from Him by studying His life 
and looking at how He related to people 
and issues that are common to us today. 
For registration and more information, 
visit www.firstevan.org/h2h.

MISSIONS

work hard and be a good example of 
a loving dad and husband one day.

With help and strength from the 
Lord, his family, and friends, he has 
reclaimed his life and made a dras-
tic turnaround from his past. Rico is 
proud to be working at First Evan. 
He is also a fiction writer and recent-
ly started his own cleaning business.

“Eyes to See: Engaging Our Neighbors 
in Memphis" by Andrew Beach                    

(Discipleship/Missions)Equipping Elective

There are lots of neighborhoods across 
Shelby County: Downtown, Crosstown, 
Midtown, Binghampton, Berclair, East 
Memphis, Germantown, and more. In this 
Wednesday night elective we will look 
at how Jesus would walk through these 
neighborhoods to engage people with 
the gospel. This class will be facilitated 
by Andrew Beach, but we will invite First 
Evan members and local ministry rep-
resentatives from these neighborhoods 
to share their experiences in ministry. 
The goal of our series is to learn, dis-
cuss, and investigate the way Jesus 
walked with people and to imitate His 
example as we engage our neighbors 
across the city. Sign up at www.first 
evan.org/eyestosee. 

Kids will spend an exciting weekend 
learning about global missions and 
the world. Nursery is available.

Wednesdays, January 11–March 8 
6:15 p.m., Room A211

Global Missions Conference

Kids' Missions Conference

"Thy Kingdom Come"
Global Missions with a Kingdom 
Perspective, February 24–26

February 24–26

International Night of Worship

An exciting evening of worship was held in 
the Fellowship Hall on December 3, with 
about 350 people in attendance repre-
senting over 30 nations. There were songs 
and scripture readings in Arabic, English,  
Mandarin, Spanish, Swahili, and Vietnam-
ese. Pradip shared a message, and the 
service culminated with everyone reciting 
the Lord’s Prayer in their own language. A 
multi-cultural potluck followed, filled with 
joyful conversations, and many people 
saying that we have to do this again!

"This is truly what heaven will look like." 
—Amia Mack, Mosaic Church

"An Oasis of Rest"

watercolor artist who incorporates art into 
her message. Debbie will also be lead-
ing a "Worship In Watercolor Visual Prayer 
Journaling" workshop in the morning. For 
more information and a list of electives, visit 
www.firstevan.org/colorful. Registration 
begins Sunday, January 15.

Save the Dates:

(3 years old–5th grade)



 
Festival of New Beginnings One Service 10:45 a.m.–noon 

Church Closed for New Year's Day 
Passion 2017 Atlanta, GA (College) 

Regular Sunday Schedule Resumes | Communion | Discover First Evan 10:00 a.m.,  

Room D113/115 | Evening Service with Baptism 6:00 p.m., Chapel (for Baptism) then Fellowship Hall 

Deacon/Elder Meeting | H2H Women's Bible Study Begins 
Midweek Begins 5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Church Closed for MLK Holiday 
Discover First Evan 10:00 a.m., Room D113/115 
He Cares 9:30 a.m., Soltau Center 

360 Weekend (Impact & Crossroads)

   

W O R S H I P
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To manage your church-wide 
subscriptions visit 
www.firstevan.org/church-
wide-subscriptions.
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CALENDAR
JANUARY

(No Sunday School, No Evening Service)

8:45 a.m. 
Classic Service 
(Sanctuary)

10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School Classes

11:15 a.m. 
Contemporary Service 
(Sanctuary)

6:00 p.m. 
Evening Service 
(Fellowship Hall)

Dinner Fellowship Groups Kickoff 
Communion | Scout Sunday  
ACT II Widows Fellowship 10:00 a.m., Chapel 
Father Daughter Valentine Princess Prom 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

A Colorful Day 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Child Dedication 
Deacon/Elder Meeting 
Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast 7:30–10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
LLL Movie Day 1:00 p.m., Chapel 

He Cares 9:30 a.m., Soltau Center 
Kids' Missions Conference 
Global Missions Conference  
Global Worship Celebration Sunday School 9:00–10:15 a.m. | Fellowship 10:15–10:45 a.m.  

One Worship Service 10:45 a.m.– noon | Global Missions Conference Evening Service 6:00–7:15 p.m., Sanctuary 

Men's Prayer Breakfast with Missionaries 6:15–7:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Caregivers 7:00 p.m., Chapel 
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