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How about a selec-
tion of favorite lines 
in Scripture? To keep 
it brief I’ll exclude the 
wisdom literature—
Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 

Turns of Phrase
by Cole Huffman

also get a new turban. Only an observer to 
the scene, not there to speak into it, Zech-
ariah couldn’t help himself. Let grace be so 
thoroughgoing! Like when Peter asked for 
Jesus to wash his hands and head too, not 
just his feet (John 13:9). 

“A friend of sinners.” (Matthew 11:19) 
These words, meant to topple Him,  
Jesus leans up against each other to build 
us an on-ramp, a gangway to His mercy, 
which is new every morning (Lamenta-
tions 3:23). And renewed every evening 
too—for the word Jesus used elsewhere 
to invite sinners to himself conveys the 
sense of inviting an honored guest to din-
ner. As Thomas Merton put it, “A saint is 
not someone who is good but who experi-
ences the goodness of God.”

“When he came to himself.” (Luke 15:17) 
The Proverbs 29:1 moment for the prodi-
gal: “He who is often reproved, yet stiff-
ens his neck, will suddenly be broken 
beyond healing.” His stiff neck bent. His 
head bowed. Eyes open. Embraced.

“The ministry of reconciliation.” (2 Corin-
thians 5:18) I saw in the news where the 
British government recently appointed a 
Minister for Loneliness to combat widespread 
social isolation. As Meister Eckhart put it, 
“God is at home. We are in the far country.” 
We are here to point the way home.

“Truthing in love.” (Ephesians 4:15)
Gospel diplomacy. Also rendered “speak-
ing the truth in love.” I remember an ob-
servation of Marvin Olasky’s: that truth 
without love is like sodium without chlo-
ride. It’s poison, not salt. 

“The power of an indestructible life.” 
(Hebrews 7:16) What puts the cred in 
Jesus’ King-of-kings and Lord-of-lords 
credentials. I think by contrast of the life 
John Mellencamp’s song describes, about 
the guy who “wanted love with no in-
volvement, so he chased the wind, that's 
all his silly life required, and the days of 
vanity went on forever, and he saw his 
days burn up, like paper in fire.”

“Behold, I am making all things new.” 
(Revelation 21:5) I started my list of se-

lected favorite phrases with the behold in 
Genesis 1:31. Remember? Behold is obvi-
ously exclamatory but awkward in modern 
English, so we tend to read past it. And yet, 
the Bible is essentially bookended by cre-
ational beholds: in the song of creation in 
Genesis 1, and the presentation of a new 
heaven and new earth in Revelation 21. 
Behold is a God-word charged with gran-
deur. It’s the lightning streak from the 
start to the finish of Scripture. Awesome. 
God is at His happiest when He is making 
new things (cf. Genesis 1:31; 2 Corinthi-
ans 5:17) and making all things new.

This shortlist of favorite phrases is in con-
sideration of the role beauty and good-
ness can play in our witness. Evangelical 
witness is often drawn to the watertight 
argument or explicit invitation to faith 
after we’ve commended the truth plainly 
to consciences. As David Skeel points out, 
even Christian artists sometimes write or 
paint or sing as if all the tensions of our 
existence have been resolved.

We need to utilize the “golden apples” 
(Proverbs 25:11) more. The Bible is full 
of beauty and goodness in its phras-
ings, yet in a way that is true to reality.  
“The ministry of reconciliation,” for exam-
ple, is beautiful but also communicates 
that there is a real gap between people 
and God. Same with “all things new.” 
Many have a yearning deep within to ex-
perience this but cannot manufacture it 
on their own.

Beauty alone doesn’t redeem anyone. 
But it signals. It calls. The beautiful turns 
of phrase in Scripture—as we find them, 
meditate on them, and deploy them to 
our neighbors—these can catch the heart 
and penetrate its defenses, creating room 
for truth-in-reality to find a seat in some-
one and, if not immediately convincing, 
maybe outweigh their resistance over 
time through faithful presence. 

As another favorite phrase has it:  
“My word shall not return to me empty.” 
(Isaiah 55:11)

“Behold, it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31) 
Crescendo of the creation narrative. God’s 
sheer delight in His working and its fruits. 
Stars. Rocks. Waters. Aardvarks. People. It 
was all very good. Poetry in motion really.

“I bore you on eagles wings and brought 
you to myself.” (Exodus 19:4) Out of the 
house of slavery. The law, given to Israel 
through Moses, begins with grace in power. 
Eagles don’t flap in the air. They soar. Wind 
is their servant.

“So shall they put my name on the people.” 
(Numbers 6:27) Exclusive naming rights 
cost companies millions of dollars. God’s 
people get what is priceless, free of any 
charge against us. He makes His face to 
shine upon us at infinite cost to Himself. 

“Who am I and what is my house 
that you have brought me thus far?”  
(2 Samuel 7:18) Speech for when you are 
speechless over the goodness of God in 
Christ to you.

“How will you compete with horses?” 
(Jeremiah 12:5) What God says to the 
shepherd tired of the sheep biting. What 
God says to ministers who confuse their 
glass jaw for a weary heart. Get up off the 
mat and get back to it. Even on our worst 
day we’re probably never as worn and torn 
in the work as we like to think we are.

“Let them put a clean turban on his head.” 
(Zechariah 3:5) A high priest covered in 
filth. An angel sent to dress him in clean 
clothes. Zechariah asked for the man to 

Ecclesiastes, and Song 
of Solomon—as the Bible’s best turns of 
phrase are plentiful in those books. Here 
are some I like:



WORSHIPCHURCH-WIDE

STUDENTS

Impact and Crossroads students will be at-
tending Crossings Camp at Cedarmore in 
Kentucky. Our students will be encouraged 
to step back from a hyper-connected world 
with various distractions, idols, and sins to 
look at what we were made to do—worship 
the living God. Invite friends and sign 
up today at www.firstevan.org/students.  

What a great weekend! Students learned about 
what it means to be PRESENT in a world that 
is full of distractions and busyness. We saw that 
God is present with us, and we are called to  
reflect that by being present with Him and with 
others, as well. Both middle and high schoolers 
enjoyed this weekend together and, all in all, it 
was a special time. Everyone should be back up 
to normal speed after a few naps.

The College Ministry took 23 people to the 
Passion Conference in Atlanta from Janu-
ary 1-3. Passion is an annual gathering of 
thousands of 18–25 year olds who hear the 
Gospel proclaimed and lift their voices to-
gether in worship. We stayed in downtown 
Atlanta within walking distance of the are-
na where we heard some of the most popu-
lar contemporary Christian musicians like 
Matt Redman, David Crowder, and Andy 
Mineo. We also heard from major speak-
ers and authors including John Piper, Louie 
Giglio, and Priscilla Shirer. Thanks for all 
who prayed that the Spirit would stir our 
hearts. We had time to reflect on God’s 
Word and to grow deeper as a community.

This fundraiser aims to make the program 
affordable for every boy by helping to cover 
program, equipment, and camping costs. 
Tickets are available from troop members 
Sundays and Wednesdays and the day of 
the event. For more information, please 
contact Richard Marsh at 482-4429.

360 Weekend

Passion 2018

Coming Soon! Meet Memphis 2018

Crossings
Summer Camp

Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast

Monday–Friday,  
June 4–8, Kentucky

Saturday, February 17, 7:30–10:30 a.m. 
Fellowship Hall; Cost: $5/person, $20/family

(Entering 7th Grade to Graduated Senior)

Our speaker will be an eldercare attorney 
from the Bailey Law Firm, Matthew Rhoads. 
The title of his talk will be: “Paying for long 
term care, what you need to know." This will 
be a timely subject as many think it is cov-
ered under Medicare. It is NOT!

For more information, please contact Rhonda 
Finfrock at rhondafinfrock@comcast.net.

Interested in participating in a church 
league with us? Contact Bryce Berry at 
bberry@firstevan.org.

Register at www.firstevan.org/soccer.

ADULTS

CARE

RECREATION

MEMPHIS MINISTRIES

Palm Sunday Services

"The Romans Road"

"Cat in the Hat" Senior Luncheon
Presented by our Worship 

March 25, 9:00 and 
10:45 a.m., Sanctuary

Singers that are not regular members of 
the Worship Choir are invited to join us for 
these special services. On Sunday, Febru-
ary 4, there will be lunch in the Chapel at 
noon, followed by a preview rehearsal in the 
Sanctuary from 1:00–3:00 p.m. Please con-
tact the Worship Office at 682-8452 or 
jspurlin@firstevan.org if you would like 
to join us.

Beginning on February 18, there will be 
weekly rehearsals on Sunday afternoons 
from 4:00–5:45 p.m. 

LLL Movie Day

ACT II Widows Fellowship

He Cares (ministry to the homebound)

Caregivers (ministry to those caring for others)

Monday, February 19 
1:00 p.m., Chapel

Monday, February 5, 10:00 a.m., Chapel

Thursday, February 22 
9:30 a.m., Soltau Center Lobby

Monday, February 26, 7:00 p.m., Chapel

Saturday, March 3, 11:00 a.m.,  
Fellowship Hall; Music provided by 
The Dulcimer Gang

Showing Yankee Doodle Dandy.

Jane Stevens will speak on “Great Artists 
in Old Age."

RSVP to Susanna Winter  by Tues-
day, February 27 at 487-2819 or email 
dswinter@bellsouth.net.

Cost:$400/student; 
Non-refundable $75 
deposit due Monday, 
February 12

On Saturday, April 
14, we will spread out 
across the city to work 
alongside our Mem-
phis ministry partners. 
Sunday, April 15, we 
will have ministry rep-

Are you receiving the information 
you want from First Evan?  

For a complete listing of email 
subscriptions, newsletters, and  

other notifications (opt in/opt out),  
please visit: www.firstevan.org/ 

church-wide-subscriptions.

resentatives visiting Sunday school classes. 
Registration begins in March.

April–July Season

Register by Sunday, February 25.
Ages: 4–12; Cost: $65/player
Season: April 6/7–May 11/12

Adult Softball League

Spring Soccer Registration

Ministry, assisted by members of the 
Memphis Symphony Orchestra

January 26–28



Saturday, February 10, 9:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Cost: $10 (additional cost for some sessions)
Register by noon on Monday, February 5

A Colorful Day

MISSIONS WOMEN

MEN

Come join us for a special day filled with 
learning, creativity, and encouragement. 
You will have the opportunity to sign up 
for two electives taught by fellow wom-
en of First Evan and will be treated to a 
brunch between sessions. Childcare is 
provided. Register here: www.firstevan.
org/colorful.

"Wholehearted Trust"

Men's Monday Night Bible Study
“The Gospel According to Luke"

Men's Fish Fry

with Buddy Jones; Mondays, February 5–
April 30, 6:30–8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Luke gave Theophilus a two-volume ac-
count of the life and work of Jesus based on 
eye-witness testimony so he “might have 
certainty concerning the things you have 
been taught” (Luke 1:4). Let us put our-
selves in the place of Theophilus and study 
and grow in our certainty regarding Jesus. 
For registration and more details, visit 
www.firstevan.org/mens-bible-studies.

Tuesdays, 9:30–11:30  a.m., Fellowship Hall
Wednesdays, 6:00–8:00 p.m., Chapel

Tuesday, February 20, 7:00 p.m.
Speaker: Tawni Ballinger
Hostess: Amanda Duffy 
(6349 Wood Bridge Road, Memphis, 38119) 

Tuesday, February 13
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Speaker: Police Director Michael Rallings
Cost: $7/person or $50/table

Healing Heart Wounds
March 20/21–April 17/18

Friday–Sunday, February 23–25

Jesus said...“I am the LIGHT of the 
world.” (John 8) and “You are the 
LIGHT of the world.” (Matthew 5)

(For ages 3 ½ years old–5th gr.) (Childcare: nursery–age 3)

This five-week workshop will take you 
through five core lessons which are the 
steps of recognizing, processing, dealing 
with, and healing from grief and trauma. 
These lessons will help you find healing 
from your own pain as well as help you 
come alongside others in their grief. You 
will meet in small groups—no large group 
lecture. There is no cost for the class, 
Register at www.firstevan.org/h2h. 

Come for some of the best fish, food, and 
fellowship around. For tickets, contact 
Shawn Wilkins at 831-5824, Jack Pep-
per at 833-0721, or men@firstevan.org.

Mentoring Moms

A gathering of young moms to hear and 
gain wisdom from women who have walked 
before them.

Explore the lives of incredible mission-
aries who let their light shine! KMC 
2018 will take place Friday night, Sat-
urday morning, and Sunday evening 
as we experience the adventures of 
being a missionary and discover ways 
to let our own light shine right where 
we are! Register by Wednesday,  
February 7 at www.firstevan.org/kmc 
to receive a FREE t-shirt!

Come grab a hot coffee and join Stu-
dent Ministries in hearing more from 
Brett Hilliard and our missionaries, and 
celebrating with worship music led by 
Raul Chirica. You won't want to miss 
this special night hosted by Crossroads.

We will raise funds for Bible instruction 
and leadership development through 
Discovery Bible Studies organized by 
Near East Organization, an affiliate min-
istry of CRM, led by Nadim Costa, our 
National Partner. Establishing leaders 
to carry the Gospel message and plant 
churches in Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan 
is their priority.

Brett is originally from 
Lubbock, Texas. Brett 
obtained his accounting 
degree from Texas Tech 
University, and then 
served with Campus 

Proskuneo (Greek for "worship") is pur-
posely headquarted in Clarkston, Geor-
gia, a town where over 60 languages 
are spoken in a 1.5 mile radius. There 
they can minister in colleges and sem-

We will hear amazing stories of how God 
is using our missionaries to shine His 
Light into a world where there is a lot 
of darkness. Our keynote speaker, Brett  
Hilliard, and each of our missionaries 
attending will relate how they are using 
creative methods to proclaim the Gos-
pel into cultures that need His Light. 

Global Missions Conference "Let Your Light Shine"

Brett Hilliard

Conference Project:

Missions Coffee House

Proskuneo

Friday–Sunday, February 23–25

Conference Speaker:

"Shining our Light into the 
Middle East"

Friday, February 23, 8:00 p.m.
Crossroads Room (E202)

Multicultural Worship Led By

Kids' Missions Conference

Crusade for Christ for six years before 
attending Dallas Theological Seminary 
(Th.M., 1996). He served at First Evan as 
the Missions Pastor from 1998 to 2001.  

In 2001, the Hilliards moved to Hong 
Kong where Brett became the pastor of 
Island Evangelical Community Church, 
which now has 3,500 people attending 
services each week.

 
Come to the conference to discover 
how God would have you shine your 
light into a dark world. With this ad-
monition to let your light shine, come 
and see how you can make a difference!

More info and schedule details: www.firstevan.org/gmc

inaries, slums 
and churches, 
among church-
goers and refu-
gees. Proskuneo 
Ministries helps 
the Body of 
Christ see, live, 
and share the vision of multicultural, 
Jesus-centered worshiping communi-
ties on earth as in heaven.
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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

CALENDAR

Communion 
ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:30 a.m., Chapel 
A Colorful Day  9:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 

Child Dedication 
Deacon/Elder Meeting 
Men's Fish Fry  6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall  
Urban Summit  Friday: 6:30 –9:00 p.m., Clayborn Temple | Saturday: 8:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m., Advance Memphis 

Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast  7:30–10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

World Prayer Focus  5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 

Mentoring Moms  7:00 p.m., Amanda Duffy's Home (6349 Wood Bridge Rd., Memphis 38119) 

He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center 
Global Missions Conference and Kids' Missions Conference 
   5:00 p.m. Dinner, Fellowship Hall | 6:15 p.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary 

     8:30–9:00 a.m. Breakfast, Fellowship Hall | 9:00 a.m. –12:30 p.m. Devotional, Reports, and Seminars 

     9:30 a.m. Sunday School with Missionaries | 10:45 a.m. Global Worship Service, Sanctuary 

     12:00 p.m. Missions Lunch, Fellowship Hall | 6:00 p.m. Evening Service, Sanctuary 
Men's Prayer Breakfast with Missionaries  6:15–7:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel

"Cat in the Hat" Senior Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Communion 
ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:30 a.m., Chapel 
Daylight Savings Time Begins  Spring Forward! 
Spring Break (No MDO ; No Heart to Heart; No Midweek dinner or activities, except for Choir and Prayer) 

LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel  | Deacon/Elder Meeting 
Palm Sunday Services  9:00 and 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary (No Sunday School) 

He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center
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MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTIONS

DOWNLOAD OUR APP

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

“To glorify Jesus Christ and magnify 
His gospel  in all of life until He comes.”

Morning Worship Service
10:45 a.m.–noon

9:30–10:30 a.m.

Evening Worship Service
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Sunday School Classes

Fellowship  10:30 a.m.

Sanctuary

Chapel


