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Sometimes people leave 
our church for another 
one. How do we respond 
to that without defen-
siveness or defiance? 
Defensiveness is hearing 
but not listening. Defi-
ance is worse. In both 

postures pride swells and we act like our 
church has it together with nothing to learn. 

I have a book called Exit Interviews by Bill 
Hendricks. I read it when I was just starting 
out as a pastor, and try to remember from 
it that there is always something to learn 
from those who leave, and sometimes there 
are things to repent. For someone to ex-
plore another church does not mean things 
are necessarily wrong at our church. Every 
church does some things well. No church 
does everything well. 

Speaking for our leaders, we don’t shrug 
our shoulders if someone leaves First 
Evan. We take a knee, prayerfully. Usually 
when people go to another church it is for 
reasons of fellowship, vision, or worship. 

Exits Stage Left
by Cole Huffman

While our fellowship is deep at First 
Evan, some have a challenging time 
finding their place among us. They 
or their children never really con-
nect. We work to assimilate everyone, 
and First Evan is hospitable, but even 
some who grow up here don’t find 
what they’re seeking relationally and 
look elsewhere.

 
First Evan is not a cold church, but 
neither is it a cool church. By way of 
“it” factor, a traditionally-set church 
like ours, with long history, will be 
perceived at times to be missing out 
on evangelical movements ascendant, 
like multiethnic fellowship or social 
justice causes. Let no one think me 
critical: I for one wish every gospel-
centered church would be multi-eth-

nic and multi-generational too, and 
concern for justice is central to the 
heart of God. Some move from First 
Evan because another church does 
something better than we do it (or the 
perception is they do), or people are 
seeking something by way of direction 
for themselves and their children they 
don’t find here. We preach a biblical 
gospel and our vision is gospel-direct-
ed. Other local churches can say the 
same, thankfully. Leaving one church 
for another is not leaving the faith. 

 
Some experience another church’s 
music or liturgy like a fresh breeze. 
Some hear another preacher and in-
stantly pick up what he’s laying down, 
or their kids do. During my tenure as 
Senior Pastor, some have left because 
they consider my preaching too intel-
lectual. Over the last couple of years, 
in response to fair and honest critique, 
I’ve worked at clarifying sermon points. 
First Evan has given me room to grow 
as a preacher and grace for the growing 
pains included in that.

When we find a family or two moving 
toward an exit, please keep two things 
in mind:

First, those who leave are our friends. 
That’s why it hurts to lose their 
Sunday presence with us. Because 
they are friends, let’s not rake them 
over coals—or rake leaders over 
the coals as if we somehow haven’t 
done enough for them. Let’s encour-
age our friends on their way. Don’t 
throw shade at the churches they’re 
going to. Those churches are part of 
Christ’s kingdom.

Second, God brings new friends. All 
three reasons given above for why 
people leave is also why people come 
here. New arrivals find our vision 
fresh, our fellowship warm, and our 
worship rich in ways they didn’t else-
where. Say what you will about church 
hopping but people have choices. 
Through the years many of us came to 
First Evan from other local churches.

When exits happen, I learn again that 
the church—our church—always needs a 
deeper work of God. And I repent of any 
complacency that keeps me from seeking 
that deeper work of God. First Evan has 
godly strengths and has been tested and 
proven over time, but we can always use a 
deeper work of God among us. 

For over eight decades now the Lord has 
spared us anguishing crises like moral 
failures in leadership or factious splits. 
Think about that. Every Sunday morn-
ing the Word of God has been expectantly 
opened in our pulpit and pews. We’ve 
prayed for countless people and given 
tens of millions of dollars to missions, and 
remain ourselves on mission today. We’re 
not self-promoting about it but there is a 
lot to celebrate and thank God for doing 
in, for, and through us continually. 

Like Christ’s call to the Ephesian church, I 
hope all we do is in the interests of seek-
ing to be true to our first love. We’ve had 
seasons of disagreement and moments of 
pettiness, yes. We get things wrong and 
miss opportunities. There are exits, stage 
left. But the drama for us is cosmic, not 
corporate. The gates of Hell stand buck-
led today because God keeps empowering 
churches like ours to be faithful, whether 
with few or with many. By His grace we’ll 
keep the spotlight on the sufficiency of 
Christ until His grand entrance to come, 
stage right.
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Worship



Why?
 And Other Questions of Curiosity.

STUDENTS

Friday, April 7 
6:30 p.m., Gym Area

"Day at the Dixon" 
Thursday, April 6

Thursday, April 27, 9:30 a.m., Soltau Center

Monday, April 24, 7:00 p.m., Chapel

Wednesdays through April 26 
5:00–6:00 p.m. Dinner

Sunday, April 23 
East Lawn

 FREE Admission! 

The cost is only $6/adult, $3/child (3–10 
years old) with a family max of $30. 
$7 per take home meal.

Linda Ingram 
1056 Linden Ave., Apt 215A 
Memphis, TN 38104

Welcome New Members!

Robyn Neimann 
3785 Cardinal Ave. 
Memphis, TN 38111

Andrew Seaton 
420 Holmes Cr. 
Memphis, TN 38111

We are ready for a fresh design 
for our website, app, bulletin 
shell, newsletter, and church 
materials that reflects our mis-
sion, vision, and brand. We want 
information to be presented to 
you in a clean, concise manner.

Why do our church graphics 
look different now?

Let's mix generations for a night of com-
munity. There will be a family-friendly 
movie, board games, prizes, popcorn, 
open gym, and more! Invite your friends 
and neighbors—local and international. 
Grandparents, bring your grandkids! Par-
ents or a guardian must accompany chil-
dren 14 and under. 

Tour the gardens and have lunch at noon. 
Please contact Edith Bateman at 682-7938 
or Cathy Graham at 685-1028.

First Evan Night In

ACT II Widows Fellowship

Caregivers

He Cares

Midweek at First Evan

All-Church Picnic

CHURCH-WIDE

All ages!

Visit www.firstevan.org/midweek.

Dress casually for 
church and enjoy 
an afternoon of fel-
lowship to follow. 

There will be a delicious lunch and deca-
dent desserts! All proceeds from the event 
support Mission Memphis, the Crossroads 
and Impact local mission week. During Mis-
sion Memphis, students will be the hands 
and feet of Jesus and serve at our First Evan 
local ministries. You can purchase tickets 
from our middle and high school students. 
If you are interested in baking a cake, 
contact Andrea at alopez@firstevan.org.

Spaghetti Lunch & Cake Auction
Sunday, May 21, following the 
Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting, 
Fellowship Hall; Cost: $5/person; $25 max

CARE

Speaker: Laura Pate, Alzheimer's Asso-
ciation. Topic: Living with Alzheimer's for 
Caregivers. Please contact Jerry Johnston 
at 674-1525.

Please contact Rhonda Finfrock at 683-
0757 or rhondafinfrock@comcast.net.

(Ministry to those caring for others)

(Ministry for the homebound)

Picnic highlights: lunch from "The Hogfa-
ther" BBQ team, corn on the cob eating race, 
inflatables, ice cream, chalk art contest, 
BINGO, face painting, and square dancing!

WORSHIP

Spring Fellowship Sunday

Holy Week Services

On the agenda for the Semi-Annual 
Congregational Meeting will be the elec-
tion of elders, deacons, and Mission Board 
members, who will begin serving in July. 
The slates, which have been approved by 
the Session, will be available for exami-
nation by the congregation prior to the 
meeting. In addition, we will be voting on 
the 2017–2018 church budget.

Sunday, May 21

"Awesome Wonder: The Majesty & Glory"
Palm Sunday, April 9 Good Friday, April 14

Easter Sunday, April 16

8:45 a.m.              Fellowship 
10:00 a.m.           One Service with Baptism 
11:15 a.m.           Semi-Annual 
                                   Congregational Meeting 
12:15 a.m.           Student Ministries' Spaghetti 
                                   Lunch & Cake Auction

9:00 & 10:45 a.m.       Special Services 
Presented by the First Evan Worship Choir 
with members of the Memphis Symphony 
Orchestra. No Sunday School; Programming 
available for Nursery through Kindergarten. 
6:00 p.m.                                    Evening Service                      

6:00 p.m.      Communion Service 
Childcare: Ages 2 and under.           

The cross will be on the front steps of 
the church for you to place flowers on 
in honor of our risen Lord.

         

Regular Sunday Schedule

Sneak peek:



Focus On: First Evan Staff  

Sharon Mrok, our Women’s Ministry 
Assistant, is no stranger to First Evan 
as she began attending here in 1988 
through her involvement with the 
College Ministry. She and her hus-
band, Matt, met through First Evan 
connections and married here in 
1994. They have three children: Lau-
ren (19), Nathan (16), and Noah (15). 
Most of her time revolves around her 
family. She especially enjoys travel-
ling with them—these days, most 
often to Waco to visit her daughter 
at Baylor (Sic ‘Em Bears!). Besides 
working in Women’s Ministry for the 
last four years, she also volunteers 
in the Youth Ministry, and you quite 
often can find her serving snacks to 
hungry teenagers!

KIDS

MISSIONS

ADULTS

This year, over 100 kids journeyed back 
in time on the timeblaster3000 to learn 
about Paul, the first missionary. We heard 
from three early Christians who had en-
counters with Paul: Lydia, the Roman 
jailer in Philippi, and a sailor shipwrecked 
with Paul on Malta. Through our journey, 
we learned that God’s love is worth shar-
ing, no matter the difficulties.

The most amazing part of the confer-
ence had to be our incredible volunteers! 

Thank you!

Kids' Missions Conference: "The First Journey" 

Vacation Bible School 
"Maker Fun Factory: Created by God, 
Built For a Purpose"

Thank you to our decorators, leaders, and 
support staff. Special thanks to our en-
tire Student Ministries team and Daniel 
Fayard for making ancient Rome come 
alive. Nick Toebbe, our A/V Coordina-
tor, single-handedly created our stellar 
time machine! The Kids' Missions Con-
ference was a beautiful picture of the 
body of Christ working together. We are 
so thankful to be a small part of casting 
a vision for missions for our children. 
                                           —KMC 2017 Team

June 12–16, 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Online registration begins Sunday, April 2

We will have a VBS registration table set 
up on Sunday, April 23 at the All-Church 
Picnic. Anyone registering between April 
2–23 will be placed in a drawing to win an 
awesome VBS prize. For more informa-
tion or to watch the VBS intro video, 
visit www.firstevan.org/vbs.

(For ages  3.5 through entering  5th 
grade; Volunteers: 6th grade and up) 

 FREE VBS!

Your support of the South Sudan Project 
during the Global Missions Conference 
raised $12,000 for the River Nile Church 
and schools in the Yida refugee camp. 
The Mission Board gave $5,000 to OM 
for Bibles and literature for the Christian 
bookstore in Juba, S. Sudan.

After many years of faith-
ful service, Aileen Coleman 
and Vic and Sue Jackopson 
have ended their First Evan 
missionary status.

For their missionary service...

For your support...

Vic is caring for Sue, and 
Aileen will continue with 
Annoor Sanitorium in a dif-
ferent role. We are grateful 
for their devoted service to 
the Lord, and pray for His 
blessing on them.

Join us for popcorn, drinks, and the show-
ing of The Great Race.

LLL Movie Day
Monday, April 17, 1:00 p.m., Chapel.

MEN

WOMEN

Men's Retreat

Abundance Conference

Summer Refreshments

April 28–30, Spring River, AR 
Guest Speaker: Stacy Tyson

Friday p.m., April 21 & Saturday a.m., 
April 22, Bellevue Baptist Church

Registration begins May 9

. 
Visit www.firstevan.org/abundance.

Join us for a weekend of Bible teaching, great 
food, fishing, canoeing, bonfires, games, and 
worship. Register by Easter Sunday, April 
16: www.firstevan.org/mens-retreat.

Take some time this summer to get away 
from the hectic schedule of the school 
year and receive some summer refresh-
ment alongside other women. We offer a 
variety of groups that meet at different 
times and places. If you are interested 
in leading or hosting a group, please 
contact Sharon Mrok at 682-8452 or 
email smrok@firstevan.org by April 13. 
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CALENDAR

VBS registration kickoff online 
ACT II Widows Fellowship  "Day at the Dixon" 

First Evan Night In  6:30 p.m., Gym Area 

Palm Sunday "Awesome Wonder: The Majesty and Glory"  9:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

Deacon/Elder Meeting 

Good Friday Communion Service  6:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
Easter Sunday  Regular Sunday Schedule 

LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 

Abundance Conference  Women's Ministry, Bellevue Baptist 

All-Church Picnic  11:30 a.m., East Lawn 

Caregivers  7:00 p.m., Chapel 

Midweek Ends | Awana Awards Night 

He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center 

Men's Retreat  Spring River, AR

ACT II Widows Fellowship  10:00 a.m., Chapel 

LLL Luncheon  11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Communion Sunday 

Deacon/Elder Meeting 

Child Dedication | Mother's Day 
LLL Movie Day  1:00 p.m., Chapel 
Spring Fellowship Sunday: 
Fellowship, 8:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall   One Service with Baptism, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary  

Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting, 11:15 a.m., Sanctuary 

Student Ministries' Spaghetti Lunch & Cake Auction, 12:15 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Crossroads Senior Trip 
He Cares  9:30 a.m., Soltau Center | Last Day of MDO 
Church Closed for Memorial Day
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9 
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14 
16 
17 

21–22 
23 
24 
26 
27 

28–30

1 
6 
7 
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14 
15 
21 

 
 
 

21–24 
25 

27&29

April

May

(Church CLOSED April 14–15)

(NO Evening Service)

MANAGE YOUR 
CHURCH-WIDE SUBSCRIPTIONS

WORSHIP

“To glorify Jesus Christ and 
magnify His gospel  

in all of life until He comes.”

8:45 a.m.   Classic Service

11:15 a.m.   Contemporary Service

6:00 p.m.   Evening Service

10:00 a.m.  Sunday School Classes

Sanctuary

Sanctuary

Fellowship Hall

(MDO CLOSED)


