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Review from Last Week’s Lesson 
1. What is one thing you learned from last week's notes, discussion, or lecture?  

 

 
Read Exodus 8:20-10:28 in one sitting and then go back through the narrative again, making some 
observations from each plague passage, using the questions below as a guideline or catalyst for your 
observations.  You want to see the patterns and the progressions in the plagues narrative.  You have 
the notes from Deffinbaugh and I give you another chart at the end of these questions, but be sure and 
read the text for yourself.  Romans 10:17 says, “And faith comes by hearing and hearing by the 
WORD OF GOD”  (faith does not come by reading notes and commentaries – they can be helpful, but 
they are not the inspired WORD OF GOD that “is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness” - 2 Tim 3:16) 

 

Verses 8:20-32 Plague #4 Flies  

2. What is similar and what is new with regard to things like how this plague was executed, how 
severe it was, what and/or who was affected vs what and/or who was not affected, how did 
Pharaoh and/or the Egyptians respond, what are we told about Pharaoh’s heart. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Verses 9:1-7  Plague #5 Cattle Pestilence 

3. What is similar and what is new with regard to things like how this plague was executed, how 
severe it was, what and/or who was affected vs what and/or who was not affected, how did 
Pharaoh and/or the Egyptians respond, what are we told about Pharaoh’s heart. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verses 9:8-17 Plague #6 Boils 

4. What is similar and what is new with regard to things like how this plague was executed, how 
severe it was, what and/or who was affected vs what and/or who was not affected, how did 
Pharaoh and/or the Egyptians respond, what are we told about Pharaoh’s heart. 
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Verses 9:18-35 Plague #7 Hail Storm  

5. What is similar and what is new with regard to things like how this plague was executed, how 
severe it was, what and/or who was affected vs what and/or who was not affected, how did 
Pharaoh and/or the Egyptians respond, what are we told about Pharaoh’s heart. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Verses 10:1-20 Plague #8 - Locusts 

6. What is similar and what is new with regard to things like how this plague was executed, how 
severe it was, what and/or who was affected vs what and/or who was not affected, how did 
Pharaoh and/or the Egyptians respond, what are we told about Pharaoh’s heart. 

 
 
 
 
 

Verses 10:21-29 Plague #9 - Darkness 
7. What is similar and what is new with regard to things like how this plague was executed, how 

severe it was, what and/or who was affected vs what and/or who was not affected, how did 
Pharaoh and/or the Egyptians respond, what are we told about Pharaoh’s heart. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Questions for Reflection and Application  
8. In thinking about what we should learn from the plagues narrative, you might be inclined or 

conditioned to think about how we should be more like Moses and Aaron, or how we should not be 
like Pharaoh.  I don’t think that’s the point of the narrative.  I think, rather, that we should focus our 
thinking on God and ask questions like what does this narrative teach us about who God is and 
how He operates.  Why did He decide to start the nation of His chosen people in a foreign country 
in a state of bondage and then put on an awesome display of His power to free them from that 
country and move them to the land that He had promised their forefathers.   What does it teach us 
about salvation?  What does it teach us our own personal circumstances and what it means to 
“walk by faith and not by sight” in those circumstances?  What do you think? 
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The Structure of the Plagues Narrative 
 
 Plague Forewarning Time of Warning Instruction Formula 

First series 1. blood Yes “in the morning” “Station (present) yourself” 

 2. frogs Yes none “Go to Pharaoh” 

 3. gnats none none none 

Second series 4. flies yes “in the morning” “Station (present) yourself” 

 5. livestock yes none “Go to Pharaoh” 

 6. boils none none None 

Third series 7. hail yes “in the morning” “Station (present) yourself” 

 8. locusts yes none “Go to Pharaoh” 

 9. darkness none none none 

Climax 10. death of  
      firstborn 

yes none none 

(adapted from The NIV Application Commentary - Exodus  by Peter Enns) 
 
 
 


