
 
 
 
 
 

 

DEEPER in Devotion, DISCUSSION, & DISCIPLESHIP 

 

 
Deeper with the Sermon – Questions for Discussion  
• Read Colossians 1:24-29.  

• When Cole talks about “the adventure of engaging cultures in a society” he’s not talking about “pop-
culture” per se, but about cultures. What’s the difference? What’s the significance? 

• Why does suffering so often take place when one engages cultures in a society? 

• What is the relationship between suffering and maturity? 

• What does Paul mean, in 1:24, when he talks about filling up what is lacking in Christ’s affliction? 

• What are the positive and negative outworkings of proclaiming Christ, as see in 1:28a? 

• What did Cole say was Paul’s visions statement for ministry in 1:28b? What would Paul have such a 
vision? What does would this look like today? 

 

Deeper with Yourself – Questions for Reflection 
• In what ways are we also living in a pressurized culture?  
• Would you describe yourself as resilient in the midst of your pressurized culture? 
• Would you say that you are maturing in your faith? How so? Would you say that you are in some 

measure suffering for your faith? How so? What is the relationship between maturity and suffering for 
you personally? 

• Cole said that Paul’s vision statement for ministry, in 1:28, was “Everyone presented mature in Christ.” 
Do you engage in such ministry? What does it look like (or what could it look like for you)? How will 
such a commitment inevitably lead to suffering? 

• Cole mentioned that many people view 1:29 in a far-too-passive sense. In what ways should Christ 
working in you involve toil and struggle? 

• The sermon outlined two types of suffering: (1) Living in a fallen world, and (2) Following Jesus in a 
fallen world. Which of these two do you feel the weight of the most? Does your value-system as a 
Christian every clash with the world’s value system? How so? 

• Cole used the last half of the sermon to give a contemporary, and timely, example in our own 
contemporary culture: human sexuality. In what ways are Christians suffering for a biblical sexual ethic 
(hetero- and homosexual)? Do you see this around you? In what ways are you willing to suffer? 

• Evangelicals have, according to many, lost the right to speak into the contemporary sexual ethics 
discussion because of our own hypocrisy and indiscretion. Are you committed to an alignment of creed 
and conduct? Are you willing to suffer for this alignment? 

 

Deeper with Others – Questions for Impartation 
With Your Children 

Talk with your children about 
suffering. Talk about self-
discipline & not getting or doing 
anything they want. Give age-
appropriate examples. Point out 
that discipline can be difficult, 
but also the persecution that will 
come in a “do-whatever-you-
want” culture will be hard, too. 

With Other First Evaners 
Talk about the idea spiritual 
maturity happens in the midst of 
suffering. Is it difficult to align 
creed (what you say you believe) 
with conduct (how you live)? How 
would you gauge your willingness 
to not only align creed and 
conduct, but also to suffer for this 
alignment in our culture?   

With Non-Christians 
Engage them in a conversation 
about suffering. Tell them that—
as a Christian—it often seems like 
there are two kinds of suffering: 
(1) living in a fallen world & (2) 
following Jesus in a fallen world. 
What do they think about Jesus’ 
suffering as well as his followers’ 
willingness to suffer like Him? 
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