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11:17-22   “The Problem”  
1. From verses 18-22, what was the practice or behavior that Paul was addressing? 

 
 

2. What was it about the behavior that was wrong?  Be sure and read the first few pages of 
Deffinbaugh notes and see his take on this.   
 
 

3. Notice that while Paul commended them in the previous section (11:2), he did not commend them 
in this section.  What do you think made the difference? 
 
 

 

11:23-34   “The Correction“ 
4. In verses 23-26, what key truths did Paul teach them concerning the Lord’s Supper?   

 
 
 
 

5. What did Jesus mean when he said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood”? 
a. Exodus 24:3-8  
b. Heb 8:3-12  
c. Heb 9:18-26  
d. Heb 13:20-21  
e. 1 Peter 1:1-2  

 
 
6. According to verse 23, what was Paul’s source for those truths?  (see also Acts 26:14-18; Gal 

1:11-19, especially vs.12, 2 Cor 12:1-5)  
 
 
 

7. Notice the connecting word “therefore” (NIV-‘so then’,  NET-‘for this reason’) at the beginning of 
verse 27.  What’s the logical connection from verses 23-26 to Paul’s conclusion in verse 27 that 
partaking the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner equates to or results in guilt?  In other words, 
what is it about the Lord Supper that makes one guilty if they participates in it in an unworthy 
manner? 
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8. What is meant by being guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord? 
 
 

9. What is meant by “discerning the body” in verse 29?  What NT cross-references can you find that 
speak about “discerning”? 
 
 

10. What is meant by eating and drinking judgment on oneself?  
 
 

11. Sort out the different words Paul uses for judgment, discipline, and condemnation in verses 31-
32.  What is meant by each one?  
a. self-judgment 
b. judgment by the Lord 
c. disciplined by the Lord 
d. condemned along with the world  

 
 

12. Did Paul really mean that’s God’s discipline included illness and even pre-mature death (at least 
from a human perspective)?  (1 Cor 5:5; 1 Peter 1:6; 4:17;  Hebrews 12:5-12)  

 
 

Application 
13. Deffinbaugh opens up his discussion of the text with the observation that, of the various issues in 

the church at Corinth that Paul has dealt with up to this point, the way they were going about 
observing the Lord’s Supper was the one issue which was provoking God to discipline them by 
illness and even death.  Read his introductory remarks and then write down you own thoughts 
about Communion and the seriousness of it.   
 
 
 
 

14. What is at least one thing you already do or plan to do the next you participate in Communion at 
your church based on what you’ve studied this week? 

 


